
WA . ■ HH ■

w
•'s/'

*

1
«

W

15

17

i Noues] 
|ee indoh 
uItarai 
liât uuleal 
W ot 
atituted 
Jtfar.

JoDtnrd

IflsK.

nnsDj
18 intk|

SSONS,"
bœtB*
|io i. Th;
uldbei» 

il

P RI

|AAC
Jpero tlia 
|u generd 

5 hitlicrtl 
tlio OOI|

leave | 
bnsivcly 
>iuè le ad 
\LKj\ 

lot
fttl v on lia 
lHame 
Land a 
pniaker 
rcry ldWdl 

*AH or J 
lcd to.
|kind i 
ange at tfl 
fie butwcfl 
c mutry t 

any qd

[fur tlio a

military, who appeared on the ground after 
a abort ialenral, to restore order and in aid 
extinguishing the flames. During the two 
fultowinw days a good deal of excitement 
prevailed In the streets, and some further 
acts of incendiarism were perpetrated.— 
Since then the military force has been in­
creased, and the leaders of the disaffected 
party have shown a disposition to restrain 
their followers and* to direct their anergic# 
towards tbs mors constitutigjial object of 
petitioning ..the Qoapn for my recall, and 
the disallowance of the obnoxious bill. The 
proceedings of the House of Assembly will 
also tend to awe the turbulent. I trust, 
threfore, that the peace of the city will not 
be again disturbed. The newspapers which 
I enclose contain full, and 1 believe pretty 
accurate accounts, of all that has occurred 
since Wednesday last.

11. The ministry are blamed fir not ha­
ving made adequate provision against these 
disasters ;0 bat they by no means expected 
that the hostility to the Rebellion Losses 
B ll would have displayed itself in the out­
rages which have been perpetrated during 
the last few days, is certain. Perhaps suf­
ficient attention was not paid by them to 
the menaces of the opposition press. It 
must be admitted, however, that their po 
eition was one of considerable difficulty.— 
The civil force of Montreal—a city contain­
ing about 60,000 inhabitants, of different 
races, with secret societies and other agen­
cies of mischief in constant activity— con­
sists of two policemen under the authority 
oi" the government, and 70 appointed by the 
corporation. To oppose, therefore, effect­
ual resistance to any considerable mob, re­
course must be had in all cases either to 
the military or to a force of civilians enroll­
ed for the occasion, Grave objections, 
however, presented themselves in the pres­
ent instance to the adoption of either of 
these courses, until the disposition to tu­
mult on the part of the populace unhappily 
manifested itâclf in overt acta. Mote espe­
cially waa it of importance to avoid any 
measure which might have had a tendency 
to produce a collision between parties on a 
question on which their feplings were so 
strongly excited. The result of the 
course pursued is, that there has been no 
bloodshed, and, except in the case of some 
of the ministers themselves, no destruction 
of private property.

12. The proceedings in the Asssembly 
have been important. 1 entlose the copy 
of an address which haa been voted to me 
by a majority of 36 to 16, expressive of ab­
horrence at the outrages which have taken 
place in the city of Montreal, of loyally to 
the Queen, and approval of my just and im­
partial administration of the government, 
with ray lato, as well as my present advi

----jeers. Some of the. -opposition approve of
the course which I have taken with respect 
to the Rebellion Losses Bill, as appears 
from the speeches of Messrs. Wilson and 
Galt, of which reports are given in the 
newepapore which 1 enclose. Mr. Wilson 
is an influential member-of the Upper Cana­
da conservative party ; and M r. Gall’s 
views are the more important, because he 
has been returned to Parliament, only a 
few days ago, by & Lower Canadian constit­
uency, which comprises a large British pop 
ulation. Generally, however, as the amend­
ments they havo moved to the address show, 
they desire to avoid committing themselves 
on this point. The votes against the ad­
dress may be thus classed : Sir A. McNab 
and hie partv ; my late ministry and their 
party ; and Mr. Papineau. The first acts 

* with perfect consistency in voting as he 
has done on Ibis occasion, for ho he# always 

, contended that government, conducted on 
British principles, is uusuitod to Canada.— 
The course of the second class is les? intel­
ligible ; for, until tho' day on which I hoy re 
sigtied their offices into uiy hands, they un1 
furmly expressed approval of the principles 
on which my conduct aa Governor General 
was guided ; and these, as your lordship 
well knows, have undergone no change wifh 
tho change of administration. Mr. Papi­
neau’» vote conveys a useful lesson, which 
will not I trust, bo lost on persons who had 
been induced to believe that the persecution 
of whicli 1 tin the object is really attributa­
ble to my having shown undue lenity to 
those who were led by him into rebellion.

13. I have now furnished your lordship 
with as clear a statement of these important 
occurrences as l can give, and I can con­
clude by assuring* you that the city is per­
fectly tranquil, and that there is no present 
likelihood of a renewal of disturbances. A 
few days will show what echo the proceed 
inge of tho violent party awaken in Upper 
Canada, and to what extent they will be fol­
lowed by reaction. Meanwhile, it is my firm 
conviction, that if this dictation be submit­
ted, to, the government of this province by 
constitutional moans will bo impossible ; 
and that4 tho struggle between overbearing 
•minorities, backed by force, and majorities 
resting on legality and established forms, 
which bas so long proved tho bane of 
Canada, driving capital from tho pro­
vince and producing a state of chronic 
discontent, will bo perpetuated. At the 
same time, I think that if I am unable to re

i cover that position of dignified neutrality 
between contending parties, which it has 
been my unremitting study to maintain, and 
from which I would appear to have been for 
the moment driven—not, as I firmly believe, 
through any fault of my own, but by the un­
reasoning violence of faction—it may bo a 
question with your lordship whether it would , 
not be for the interest of her Majesty’s ser­
vice that I should be removed fropi mv high 
office, to make way for one who should not 
indeed hold views at variance with mine, 
with respect to tho duties of a constitution 
si governor, but Who should have tho ad van 
tage of being personally unobnoxmue to any 
section of her Majesty's subjects within the 
province. I have, kc.,

ELGIN and KINCARDINE.
The Right lion. Earl Grey, kc.

ability and judgment, and that She continue* 
to regard your administration of the affaire 
of the Province at meriting Her entire 
approbation.

upon the act of the Provincial Parlia­
ment, which has afforded a pretext for the 
outrages which have been committed, it ii 
the duty of Her Majesty’s Servants to re­
serve their judgment until we shall be in 
possession of the full information which you 
lead Me to expect ae to its character and 
objecte; but whatever may be the view 
which may ho taken of the merits of that 
measure, there can bo but one opinion as 
to the guilt of those who in resistance to a 
law constitutionally passed by the Provin­
cial Legislature, have had recourse to vio­
lence of to disgraceful a character, or aa 
to the very serious responsibility incurred 
by all who have even by the imprudence of 
their language assisted in producing the 
excitement which has led to such lamenta­
ble results. Her Majesty’s Servants en­
tirely epneur with Your Lordship as to the 
consequences which most follow from sub­
mitting to the kind ef dictation by which it 
has been attempted on lids occasion to 
overrule the decision of the legally consti­
tuted authorities of the Province, and they 
confidently rely upon your firmness, sup­
ported as I trust you will be by Parliament 
and the great majority of the People of 
Canada, to enforce for tbe fuisse obedience 
to the law, and to compel those who may 
disapprove ef the measures either of the 
Legislature or of the Executive Government 
of the Province, to confine their opposition 
within legal and constitutional limits,^

3. I appreciate the motives which have in­
duced Your Lordship to offer the suggestion 
with which yonr Despatch concludes, but I 
should most earnestly deprecate the change 
it contemplates in the Governmest of Cana­
da. Your Lordship’s relinquishment of 
that office, which under any circumstances 
would be a most serious lose to Her Mujee 
ty'e service and to the Province, could not 
fail in the present stale of aflat re to be most 
injurious to the public welfare, from the 
encouragement uhiek it would give to those 
who hate been concerned in the violent and 
illegal opposition uhieh ha» been offered to 
Your Covet mount, I also feel as doubt that 
when the present excitement shall have 
subsided, you will succeed in regaining that 
position of u dignified neutrality” becom­
ing your office, which ns you justly observe, 
it haa hitherto bees your study to main­
tain, and irom which even those who are at 
present most opposed to you will on reflec­
tion perceive that you have bhen driven by 
no fault on your part, but by their own un­
reasoning violence.

4. Relying, therefore, upon 
your devotion to the interests of 
Canada, I feel assured that you 
will not be induced by the unfor­
tunate occurrences which have 
taken place, to retire from the 
high office which the Queen has 
been pleased to entrust to you, 
and which from the value she 
Hits upon your past services, it 
is lier Majesty’s anxious wish 
that you should retain

I have,/ kc.
U s

in tbe new House and forced to retire, on 
a question of confidence, when they did 
not master s third of the votes in their 
favour. In this country a party thus defeat­
ed, sets about recovering its ground by 
converting its opponents or partially con- 

which have been committed, it is {'forming to their views. In Canada, the 
men who call themselves the British party, 
and who had hitherto rolled on imperial eup- 

cototty, *port against the people of the colehjr, bad 
no idea of so peaceful and constitutional a 
method. The'

(Signed,) GREY. 
The Right Honorable

Tho Earl or Elgin,
kc., kc.. kc.

GOD SAVE THE QUEEN!!
Eli i WHAT SAYETII THE LEAGUE?

TI1E LONDON 77HEN ON CANADA 
AFFAIRS.

PROVINCE OF CANADA.

From the Supplement of the Canada Oasetle 
DESPATCH.

DOWNING STREET,
18th May, 1849.

Mr Loiu>,
[ have received and laid before the Quoon

Your Lordship's Despatch of tho 30th . ................ . .. ..-r,------ - — - —........
April, giving an account of the scenes by I tho last degree unfavourable to them; for 
which tho City of Montreal has been dis-J while the representation of Lower Canada

From the Londcn Times of May 17 
Lord Elgin’s despatch with its important 

enclosures, has been presented to Parlia­
ment, and will be found in another part of 
our columns. In our opinion it leaves 
nothing to be wanted. The conduct of a 
public man under trying circumstances will 
always be open to discussion; but the pre­
sent question, in its raw state as imported 
from the colony is a political, not a personal 
affair, and England has really nothing to do 
with it. Considering the vast number of 
very troublesome questions pressing for 
decision in the legislature, the tribunals, 
.the church, and every other arena of dis­
cussion, wo think we shall do the pttJbHc 
somo service jf we can strike off from tfie 
list one superfluous controversy. We will 
do so at once. The British Parliament has 
not the least call to put its foot into the 
Canadian quarrel. If it chooses to enter 
into the particulars of Lord Eloi.Vs admin­
istration, of to canvass the conduct of the 
Montreal authorities, or pf Sir Benjamin 
D*Urban, or any other colonial officer, it 
will probably find tho subject at least ns 
amusing as the Rajah of Sattara’s claims. 
But such a discussion will bo wholly gratui­
tous and we are convinced, utterly unpro­
fitable. Kvery, political question connected 
with the Montreal rioters has already been 
definitively settled. Canada is one united 
province, end we are not now going to dis­
unite it. Wo havo granted it a free con­
stitution, as much on tho ntodol of our own 
as tho circumstances of a colony will allow. 
That Constitution we are not gting to re­
call. Wo gave it a Representative Legis­
lature and Responsible Government. There 
is no English statesman who would venture 
to movo the revocation of those liberties.— 
Canada is now walking in the light of its 
own constitution: and acting therein with 
freedom, deliberation and order. Even if 
we did not entirely approve of its policy, 
we should be still undoing tire good we 
havo done, the good we wore compelled to 
do, and scarcely did in time, if we were 
suddenly to interfere by some act of ira 
penal absolutism. 8

Has Canada moreover, abuse ! the liber­
ties wo havo lately guaranteed her, or has 
she exceeded their just and proper range ? 
Most certainly not. As Lord Elgin asserts 
in his despatch, tho present House of As­
sembly has every possible claim to be re­
spected as the free and genuine voice of tho 
people. It is the-result of a general elec­
tion which took placo about 18 months ago, 
under tho auspices of tho political party 
now in opposition, and after a dissolution 
which they bad advised for tho purpose of 
strengthening their position as a govern 
mont. As it happened, the result was in

ley took up the hostile posi­
tion* to the House they had themselves 
called into existence and the people who 
had returned it. Throughout the province 
and particularly at Montreal they made it 
the object of bitter denunciations and reck­
less menace. Lord Elgin quotes a passage 
from a Montreal journal, written before the 
present agitation, and relating to different 
measures, which betrays a tempter so 
savage and brutal, that every genuine Eng 
lishman will at once put the party which 
could sanction such sentiments wholly out 
of the pale of hie sympathies. It professes 
to rejoice in the success of the majority, as 
being certain to end in a war of races and 
Anglo-Saxon rebellion. It threatens Eng­
land with a colonial Cromwell, and with a 
sort of unintended presentment of Mr. 
Roebuck, proceeds:-—“ Sheffield in the olden 
time used to be famous for its keen and 
well-tempered whcttles; well they make 
bayonets there now, just as sharp and just 
as well tempered. When we can stand 
tyranny no longer, it will be seen whether 
good bayonets in good Saxon hands, will 
not be more than a match for a mace and à 
majority.” This can only mean an inten­
tion on the part of a confessed minority to 
try physical force against a majority and 
the regular operation of the law. Such 
was the temper which the malecontents 
brought to the present question.

The seditious passions, i he rebellious in­
tentions, the attempted w r of races, the 
appeal to Sheffield bayonets, the cry for a 
Cromwell, the denunciation of the Legisla­
ture, and the menace pointed at its official 
emblem, all existed before tho^presenl con­
troversy. The material of thequarrel was 
of no importance. As eoon as the Tories 
found themselves not a third of the House, 
they took forthwith to rebellion—rebellion 
against the legislature and against the 
crown. As if to show that the quarrel had 
no other ground than their own political' 
disappointment, they have broken out—for 
so we must express it—on a measure which 
is no new measure, but which has been 
adopted by successive Parliament» end 
Governments now for four years, and only 
delayed by certain difficulties of execution. 
The preamble of the act just passed, and 
which our readers will find below Lord 
Elgin's despatch, traces the history ef the 
measure through the administra lions of the 
very persons now moving heaven and earth 
against it. So far from proposing to in­
demnify rebels, tiia act oi ly recognizes 
claims on account of wanton injury to pro­
perty, and especially, excludes convicted 
rebqj*, as well as those who being charged 
with rebellion had submitted to Her Majes­
ty’s pleasure. To pass such a bill is no 
stretch of liberty, no insult to royal author­
ity or law. It is merely the settlement of 
existing and admitted claims hy a regular 
process of adjudication. The British public 
will not meet the question whether the 
colonial legislature had a right to pass such 
an act; or whether Lord Elgin might pro­
perly allow hie cabinet to introduce it, and 
so give it a species of sanction. There 
must be a discretion in rulers; and we can­
not think that Lord Elgin exceeded that 
discretion in consenting to the hill. Wo 
are equally certain the British public will 
not expect the Crown to prevent or delay 
the operation of a measure, in itself unox

more imporUot do I regard it, and I am
•are that 700 will exenee the caedour and 
frankness with which I am about to expreaa 
an opinion adverse to that which you room 
to entertain, when you call to mind how 
fully I concur with you, I believe in ell 
other respecte in relation to Responsible 
Government.
uThe.,S?/.el iUs true, require nadcoMeeqeently no such caution could bei j

that all bills, having for their object the usfid.
authorising the drawing lotteries (which, 
however, I do not admit this to be,J should 
be reserved, ae well as all Bills of an extra­
ordinary or unusual nature ; bet it must be 
borne In mind that these instructions are 
the old circulars which, with perhaps tri 
fling alterations, have ever been sent to 
Governors of Colonies having Legislative 
Assemblies, and long before Responsible 
Government, was ever thought of, and 
therefore, in mÿ judgment, should be con­
strued and acted upon with reference to the 
state of things and course of Government 
then existing in the colonies to which they 
were intended to apply, and when tlio Go­
vernor, as an absolute monarch or as the 
representative of the absolute authority of 
of the Parent State, exercised his power-», 
irrespective of local advice, in any degree 
responsible for his acts.

Since, however, these instructions were 
framed, Reepohaible Government bas been 
demanded by the Colony, and acquised in 
by the Parent State, as a system to which 
we are justly entitled, as British subjects, 
inhabiting a country of vast extent and im­
portance, and which system of constitution^ 
al government imputes that all local affaire, 
not involving imperial interests, are to be 
conducted through a Provincial Cabinet, 
consisting of heads of departments, respon­
sible to the representatives of the people in 
Parliament.

This responsibility obviously requires the 
presence, in Parliament, of the loading per­
sonages constituting the Cabinet, who,from 
hour to hour and day to day, watch over 
the proceedings in Parliament, and are sup­
posed to concur in what they do not ex­
pressly oppose ^rand as the Government is 
administered by them, in the name of the 
sovereign, represented in the Colony by 
the Governor no bill whichhas rece­
ived the sanction of both Houses, and 
consequently of tho administration pre­
sent there, concurring either openly or ta­
citly, by not resisting its passage, ought 
to be reserved under our present con­
stitution, because the Governor cannot, 
consistently with the responsibility of his 
Cabinet to Parliament, refuse his assent 
against their advice to a bill which they 
have allowed to pass through the Legisla­
ture without objection ; and, if strenuously 
objected to by them, ought not, by their 
advice, to be reserved, since they ought to 
resign if a bill of so objectionable a charac­
ter as to warrant its rejection by the Go­
vernor, on their advice, xvas carried in their 
-despite, otherwise it would bo placing their 
decision, in the Cabinet, above the decision 
of Parliament, by whose permission they 
are enabled to tender their advico to tho 
Crown. _____

This course, moreover, is quite unneces­
sary since, by the constitutional act, the 
right to disallow any act of our Parliament 
withm two years, is reserved to the Crown 
to bo exelciscd, of course, on the responsi­
bility of the Imperial Ministry ; and this is, 
in my opinion, the only legitimato consti­
tutional, yet effectual, control which, under 
our system, the Crown has retained over 
the otherwise absolute authority of our own 
Legislature.

This is tbe distinct, broad and constitu­
tional ground upon which I desire to place 
tho question,not admiting a solitary instance 
:n which tho Governor can, consistently 
with tho responsibility of Ministers ta Per

ble Government, the Ministry mail know 
what will be done with respect to the Rovai 
assent while a bill ie in progress, and if it 
tiwa avowed that it would he 
proviei<

reserved, the
ieione might be eo varied as to preclude 

the necessity, if they perceived the necessi­
ty of reservation ; whereas, formerly, no 
one could tell what tbe Governor might do,

JIË5&
HURON SIGNAL.

I think that When the Ministry intend té 
recommend the reservation of a bill, such 
intention should he declared during its pro­
gress that either House miy have an bp*f
portunily of expressing their disapprobation 
of the course intended to be taken by the 
Government in that respect* ,

I do not apologize for thus Intruding my 
opinions upon you because I know the due 
interest you take in the sound working of 
Responsible Government, aud altho’ I may 
not have the good fortune to bring you to 
my way of thinking, yet to give the current 
of political thought its proper direction with 
reference to Responsible Government and 
thq unadulterated integrity of its most ex 
tended signification.

Believe me,
My Dear Sir,

Yours,
Very faithfully.

H. J. BOULTON.
To the Hon. Robt. Baldwin, )
. M. Atty. Gen., U. Canada, j

ceptionablp, and passed by a decided majori- I lament, reserve any bill whatever, which 
ty in a House of Repro.onUtuo*, fruoly would, if admitted, allow the Ministry, in a 
and ‘fairly elected by two millions of our i q,i:et to get rid of any measure which

Loan Elgin’s Despatch—thh Times’
ARTICLE AND T1IR DkBATB, kc.—We CSO-
not well express the pride and grateful fbel- 
ings with which we lay before our readers 
to-day, the calm, strong, impartial despatch 
of His Excellency, Lord Elgin, to the Colo­
nial Secretaey, on the late outragea in Mon­
treal. For once, both the Imperial Gov 
ernment and the people of Con&da have a 
right to be proud of our Governor Gene­
ral. A desire to give to our readers aa full 
a statement as possible of the effect produ­
ced in England by our Canadian affaire, in­
duces us to curtail any remarks of our own. 
A fow things to which we wish especially 
to direct attention, are italicised. We canr 
not omit to notice one thing, however ; hie 
lordship shews that tho late parliament Was 
dissolved by the advice of his late minis­
try ; they no' doubt, reckoning, that tho j 
support they should receive from tin four 
denominations amongst whom the Universi 
ty property was to bo divided, would se 
cure their return to power—-the result 
showed that in Canada the influence of min 
isters over their people, in political matters, 
is feeble indeed. Wo know there was an 
effort made to influence the laity, but its 
utter failure will prevent a similar attempt 
for a long time to come. The 41 despatch “ 
knocks the idea of French domination com 
plotely in the head ; there ie scarcely any 
différence in the comparative number of 
Tories and Reformers from Lower Canada 
in tho lato and present parliaments—the 
change took place in Upper Canada, with 
persons of British origin ; these, and not 
the French, have decided the fate of Cana 
dian Toryism.—Provincialist.

_____ t thft VtiFWNrteficf hss ,ea-
much reason, to complain of the treat­

ment he has received at the hands of a mob 
io this city; but surely, tiur i**A0 sufficient 
cause why hq, ebouldr shut himaelf .up lu 
Monklands and leavfl ill hie duties to be 
discharged by qfhefs. This la not the 
conduct of a true-hearted British Governor. 
We have bad men H tlfipf Obltpy who 
sooner than abdicate their authority in this 
way, would have walked into Montreal— 
their capital—over bleediqg corpses. In 
Lord Elgin’s case wt do sot believe that 
there was the least danger. He might 
have come into Montreal ,any day safely 
and unattended, and no one Would hate 
touched him.”

CATECHISM FOR THE TORIES.

fellow subjects,
In truth, the pretensions of these Tory 

desperadoes aro such as aro utterly inad- 
missable in this country and this age. In 
the face of a solemn treaty by which Eng- 
liehmeh and Frenchmen, 2Yos Turiusqus, 
are bound to live in unity and equality, Sir 
Allan McNab and hia accomplices aro con­
spiring to disfranchise, enslave, and crush 
not far from a million of I lor Majesty’s 
peaceable subjects. Their claim is, that 
the “ Anglo Saxon” minority, as they

many of British as of French extraction.— 
For months they have been incessantly 
laboring to intimidate the legislature and 
destroy its free action. Take it all in all, 
we do not hesitate to say, that neither tbe 
Chartist nor the Irish rebels exhibited such 
a complication of wickedness as tho Cana 
dian Tories. Our demagogues at home 
had at least some honorable pretences— 
They took up the cause of poverty and op­
pression . They sought liberty for those 
who, ht least, had never enjoyed power— 
Tboy imagined their side to be the majority, 
and, consistently with that belief, they 
asked for a perfect representative system 
Both in England end Ireland, a popular leg­
islature was tho immodiato object of agita­
tion. In Canada we behold an oligarchy, 
which has long revelled in tho plunder of a 
province laboring to overawe a Senate, to 
bully a Governor, to paralyse a majority, 
and to degrade a people, merely that they 
may again monopolize office and divide 
official booty. The rebels of 1837 wore 
patriotic and honorable men compared with 
their present opponents. Thé former fought 
for free and equal institutions: the latter 
for tho ascendancy of a faction and a race. 
The true rebels aro those who, having pro­
voked tho rebellion of 1837, now show how 
unfit tjfioy ever were to govern, by rebell­
ing themselves tho moment they ccaso to 
bo paid for obedience,

hught be | unpalatable to them, by 
•ido mind,— a sort of “ Lo Roi 
S’Avisera ” process,—when they could 
not retard its progress through Parliament, 
and might not wish to give it that decided 
opposition which, if ineffectual, might 
quire their going out of office.

If you onco break through the principle 
that you may reserve any bill which the 
constitution enables you to pass, it then 
degenerates into a question of expediency, 
instead of principle, and opens a door to 

shade of distinction which subtleignorantly call it, shall give'laws to th<%
majority,_ though, the latter contains ns p»/™* may draw upon subjects not control-

Sraced, ana in mo c<»ur*u yi wu.v..
uilding occupied by the Provincial Parlia 

ment has boon destroyed by Fire.
2. I am commanded bv lier Majesty to 

inform Your Lordship, that while She has 
received with very great concern the in loi- 

deplorable events, they 
confidence which j

I'goaco of those 
have not impaired the
Her »M"jeeljr has hitherto felt in your I stand by their appeal.

was little affected by the change, in the 
I Upper Province several constituencies, and 
among them some of the moat populous 
turned out tdry representatives, and took 
liberals in their place. No objection, there­
fore, can be taken to tho peculiar character 
of the present House. Tho lories appealed 
to the people, and, in all fairness, should

They wero beaten

>

RESPONSIBLE GOVERNMENT. 
Montrral, 17th May, 1849.

Mr Dêar Sir,—With reference to our 
conversation of this morning, respecting 
the report which you promised making, on* 
the bill for incorporating “ Tho Toronto 
Simcoe and Lake Huron Rail Road Compa­
ny,” recommending the same to bo reserved 
for tho signification of Her Majesty’s plea­
sure thoroob, I desire to place upon record 
my opinion upon tho public policy of such 
a cause, which, as,l stated to you, I did 
not concur in.

It is not with reference to. this bill that I 
desiro to be understood as interposing any 
objection to tho course you propose to | 
a.fdpt with rcfercnco to this measure, al­
though I deny its being a lottery scheme, 
within the meaning of the Royal instructi­
ons, and am most anxious that it should at 
onco become law;but ilia on public and high 
constitutional grounds that I desire thus
— l * '»- to draw your attention to thonphaticallv t 

bioct, which

ed by any palpable and fixed criterion.
It is upon these principles that I felt the 

necessity of the Governor General giving 
hie assent to the Rebellion Lose Bill, which 
I considered he was bound to do, it having 
been brought forward as a Ministerial mea­
sure, and passed both Houses.

Under our now constitutional course of 
Government, I contend and feel convinced 
that it would be ae unconstitutional in prac­
tice for tho Governor to reserve a bill, 
for the Soverign in England to say “ La 
Roi S’Avisera,” which is a courteous modo 
of saying “ I will not consent to it. ”

I adihit, however, that there may be mea 
sures affecting Imperial interests, which 
Parliament mght see the propriety of their 
being reserved for the ffcquioscenco of the 
Home Government, and then a clause might 
be inserted in the bill, postponing its ope­
ration until promulgated by Royal procla 
mation.

Ey these means the responsibility of Min­
isters to Parliament would bo preserved in 
tact,—Ministers would themselves be pro­
tected from all euspision of playing false, by 
secretly advising tho rejection of a measure 
which in Parliament they had seemingly 
concurred in,—metropolitan interests would 
be protected,—and the action of Provincial 
Parliament, kept from collision with the 
Supreme authority of tho Imperial State.

But there are minor considerations which 
as matters of policy, ought not to be over­
looked.

If a bill be reserved by tho action our own 
Government, a doubt is evidently cast by 
ourselves, upon the expediency of our own 
acts, whereas, if it receives tho Royal assent 
here, it will go before tho Homo Govern­
ment as a thing done, and with the highest 
sanction, with which Colonial authority 
can stamp ii, and it will a fiord tiie strongest 
evidence which the country can give of its 

i highest approved, and it will always be felt 
more difficult, by the Government at Home 
to tike action upon such a matter and re-1 
voke by Imperial authority, what we have 
deliberately done than to remain passive, 
and thereby elude the responsibility of ex­
pressing any decision at all.

In former times the Reserving Bills was 
a fond expedient of Governors acting on 
their own authority for getting rid of mea­
sures distasteful to themselves, of which 
they did pot desire to incur the odium of 
positive rejection. Shall a proceeding, so 
open to animadversion, bo continued under 
“ Responsible Government 7" I hope not. 

Mereover, under oar system of Rosponii-

We have thought that good might 
done if the attention of the people could be 
drawn off from the language of invec­
tive and concentrated on tho real matters 
at issue between the Tories and Conslitu 
tional Reformers, and for this purpose we 
propose the following queries to the oppo­
nents of the Governor and the Administra 
lion, and wo pledge ourselves that if the an 
swers are given in civil language that we 
shall give them a place in our journal.

Quest. 1. You say that the inteptidn-of 
the Rebellion losses bill is to indemnify"Rë 
bela : what is rour proof ?

2. What difference is there between the 
Indemnity bill, and tho resolutions of the 
late ministry wiib regard to the paying of 
the Rebellion losses.

3. What is meant by Constitutional Go­
vernment t and has Canada a constitution ?

4. On the supposition that Canada has a 
constitution, In what respect has the Gov 
ernor acted unconstitutionally ?

5* And in what respect have the adminis­
tration acted unconstitutionally ?

6. And on the supposition that Canada 
has no constitution, by what rule is the 
conduct of the Governor and Administration 
to be tried ?

7. What was the real design in burning 
the Parliament House, and the national li­
brary ?

8. What was the real design in insulting 
tho Representative of the Queen ?

9. How do arson and insult prove that 
the perpetrators of these crimes, are sound 
in their political principles and that those 
who are insulted and whose property is de­
stroyed and whose effigies are burnt, are 
wrong in political principles ?

The argument on this point must bo pe­
culiarly cloar and plain, in order to enlight­
en tho querist, who has never met with any 
thing in the course of his reading or think­
ing that could enable him to understand how 
violence proves truth, and being insulted 
and brutally treated, is proof of being in 
error. v-

10. What is meant by loyalty when sepa­
rated from, and opposed to, constitutional 
government ?

11. What ie the proof that the Province 
is under French domination, or that it is 
intended to be so ?

12. What is it that constitutes a majori­
ty in either Upper or Lower Canada is op­
posed to that Government.—London Free 
Press.

Still thrt Comb !—Addressee to the 
Governor General aro coming in daily.— 
The Huron District sends 2672 signatures 
the Prince •Edward District, 2105—the 
County of Essex, 2000, kc. kc. kc. We 
publish some of his Excellency’s Replies 
to-day. More will follow in succeeding 
numberè.—Pilot.

The powerful article from the London 
Times will tell with withering effect upon
the lawless party in Canada—it tells tho 
truth in honest John Bull fashion. The de­
bate also is highly interesting and credita­
ble to both parties in tho House of Com­
mons, at least.—Provincialist.

Hiohlt Important from Hungart.— 
A letter to Mr. Rothschild, dated Frank­
fort, May 17th, says that the Hungarians 
have totally defeated the Russians and 
forced them to fall back upon Cracow.— 
The Revolution will thus bo transferred to 
Poland. After a proclamation Koseuok 
says, that a battle took place in the defiles 
Rolhonthrun, and that 80,000 Russians 
surrendered. The Austrians are fortifying 
Vienna, ,

Tub foregoing outrageous and barbarous senti­
ments are from the leading article of; the Trans- 
script of the 6th ineL W® regret the eeceesity 
of recording our candid conviction that the Trans• 
rript haa done more evil in the province during 
the last six weeks than the Gazette, the Colonist 
and the FeiriSfiU three pul together ; limply be­
cause it is conducted with mote ability, and con­
sequently exerts an influence on a much higher 
class of mind® th*n can possibly be affected by the 
others. This paragraph, which we have quoted, 
might have been tolerated in the days of Lord 
Castlbrxioh, although the docitins involved in 
it belongs to a far more remote period of barbar­
ism—but as the London Times ot the 17th tilt , 
when referring to a passage In the Montreal Ga­
zette, says “it betrays a temper so aayage and 
bru tel', that every genuine Englishman will at 
once put the party which could sanction such 
sentiments wholly oat of the pale of his sympa­
thie»,’’ had the passage which we have- quoted 
appeared in tbe Gazette, we woeld st once have 
said that it was in the proper place, and consoled 
oureelf with the reflection that it could do Utile 
harm. But as it appears in the Transcript, we 
think otherwise, end must therefore offer a few 
remarks upon it.

The intention of the article from which the 
above quotation ie taken, ieto present Lord El­
gin os • coward, and we do no:, for a moment, 
suppose that the Editor of the Transcript is him­
self a proselyte to the opinion which he seems se 
seduouely inclined to thrust upon his readers. — 
The reckless temerity-end brutal ferocity of the 
gladiator, and lion-fighter, have long since ceas­
ed to be regarded as true courage, except by 
the unrefined end the blackguard, and We would 
shudder to include tbe Editor of the Transcript 
in this class. Il muet be obvions that no amount 
of courage, either physical or moral, can render a 
mao proof against the dagger or the pistol ballet 
ol the cowardly assassin, end heoee, even eoppo- 
eing that Lord Eloiw wee afraid of being shot or 
maltreated by e ruffian meb, still hie fear weald 
be very far from toieardtes. It ie admitted that 
his Excellency “has reason—much reason to 
complain of the treatment he has recsived at the 
hands of tbe Montreal mob," sad we are subse­
quently told thst f he might have come into 
Montreal any day safe and unattended, and no one 
would have touched him.” Wc ere disposed to 
doubt the accuracy of this latter assumption very 
much, end, at any rate, hie Lordship had.no 
grounds for believing it The “ treatment “ 
which he had received consisted in the savage 
bowlings of ferocious animality—the mud end 
missiles pel tings of common blackguardism, and 
*h® smashing of hie carriage with large yen es, 
sufficient, and we believe intended to destroy 
life! That mo*—the perpetrators of these dastard­
ly outrages ytere tbe party or the tools of the par­
ty for whmn the Transcript writes; end we do net 
hesitate to assert that the wretches who could 
be guilty of each flagrant atrocities—although 
perhaps cowards where bravery would be requir­
ed—ere, nevertheless, courageous enough to net 
the assassin. And we are very sorry that wc 
cannot give the Transcript credit for having writ­
ten one line expressive of sincere regret for this 
isgraceful violence ; nor one line having • ten­

dency to convey reproof or tame down the brutal 
passions of tbs fierce mob ! On the contrary, 
we think that the whole writings of the Trans­
cript end hie fellow Editors in the same cans», 
from the time of the violence down to the preeeot 
moment, have been eminently calculated to apol­
ogise for, end inflame and strengthen the ferocity 
of the mobieh disposition. Such must be the 
opinion of every rational man who has marked 
the conduct of the Tory press of Montreal ! and 
ws certainly think that there would be more 
cowardice than courage in the conduct of Lord 
Elgin, or any other man who under each cir­
cumstances would rush with • reckless defiance 
and fool-hardiness, into a mob of human-fiends 
who had for weeks previous been exasperated, 
and trained, and cass-hardtnsd for deeds of Aa- 
sasinetioo, and arson, by a depraved and hireling 
Press. Lord Elgin may feel happy under a 
consciousness of the rectitude of hie own princi­
ples and conduct. He may feel proud of tbe 
chivalry end heroism of n long line of renowed 
ancestry ; or, he may feel all the bravery and 
nobleness of soul which characterised the great­
est of hie greet ancestors, but not nay nor all of 
these feelings could have the least influence in 
rendering him invulnerable to the daggers or 
missiles of n mob of furies, more than they have 
had in protecting him fr<$lh the scurrility and 
ruffianism of the Tory Press. And had he wil­
fully, and unnecessarily dared the insults, nad 
ferocity of the hired incendiaries of Montreal 
Toryism, on the occassîonalluded t<v hia courage 
would not have ranked so high as the chrage * 
ot even tbe common Duelist, nod that we can 
only recognise aa tbe bravery of the madman !

Tbe Transcript tells aa that there have been 
men in this Colony, who in Lord Elgin's cir­
cumstances “ would have walked into Montreal 
over bleeding corpses/” We believe Sir F*aw- 
cis Bono Hjkad would have done so. But we 
would nek tbe Editor of the Trrnneengi, dees As 
approve of such policy ? Ie As a believer le 
dignity sustained by blood and carnage 1 We 
think not We are willing to believe that be 
ie n literary man, possessing a tolerable know­
ledge and e fair portion of tbe Spirit qf the Age, 
and that therefore, he must bo aware that the 
" eg® •( chivalry b gope,” asd that the »ldli«
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