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‘THE. MURDER OF
 EOITH CAVELL
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X

of Crime That

Shocked the »World

It is to Save Our Own Women From Those
Murderers That Canada Fights and

Votes

Today

It was on October twenty.
1915, that the world, etill sick and
shuddering from the Lusitania horror
awoke to the realisation that once
again Germany had deliberstely set
aside all laws of peace or war, all
considerations not only of chivalry,
but ‘of mere -humanity, had in a
word, again stapped beyond the pale
of civilization, On that day the Brit-
ish Foreign Office made public the
report- of Brand Whitloek, United
States Ambassador to Belgium on the
“trial” and “execution” of  Edith
Cavell,

For days the world had walted for
news of her. It had become generally
known that a form of tria! of some
sort had either talan place or was
about to take place In some quariers
fears were exprossed as to her fate—
in some quarters, but not in many.
The idea that she would actually be
put to death does not seem seriously
to have occurred’ to anybody elther
in England or America. This is not
surpriging, for as we shall see, even
neutral representatives within sight
of the prison in which she lay did not
conceive it possiple that a prisoner—
least of all & woman-—accused of the
.military “crime” charged against
Edith Cawvell would suffer the ex-
treme penalty. =

What was the story of this wo-
man's death that aroused the world
to a whits heat of righteous indigna-
tion? There have been many military
executions of women before and some
since which while generally known
have caused no comment. What were
the ciroumstances surrounding this
case which made the names of the
men yesponsible for her death ring
round the world in a chorus of uni-
wersal execration? It will be best to
give them in the order of their occur-
rence,

WOULD NOT ESCAPE.

Edith Cavell was an Englishwoman,
who for some time befers the out-
break of the war was the head of a
blg nyrsing’ institution in Brussels
Before §he Germans entared the city,
she had plenty of time to escape, but
she chose rather to remain at her
post of duty, There was plenty for
her to do. Wounded soldiers, French,
Germans, and Belgians flooded the
city and French, Germans and Bel-
giuns alike were recelved and cared
for tenderly and impartially by her
and by her assistants. After her
death when the Germans, thoroughly
startled by the general denunclatione
of their action sought by every pos-
sible means to belittls the name of

l ihe womsan they had killed, the then

German Foreign Secretary then de-

! clared that she gave her services oaly

( at a price beyond the reach of all
save the rich. That was a lio and a
very cheap lie even for the All High-

! est's officlal mouthpiece as the evi-
dence of many of the former's men
can prove.

! HER ARREST.

\ It was on August 12th that Edith

v Cavell was quietly arrested: =0
quietly that news of the arrest did
not leak out til the last day of the
month, Then Mr. Whitlock, who was
looking after the interests ot British
subjects in Brusasels, reeeived a com-
munication from the British Foreign
Office asking him to look into her
case. He wrots on that day to Baron
von der Lancken, civil governer of
Brusesels, asking whether she was
under arrest. The Governor éid not
even deign to reply, in itself & suf-
ficiently serious breach of interna-
tional etiquetts. On September 10 Mr.
Whitlock wrote again asking permis-
sion to take up the defence of Miss
Cavell with the least possible delay.

views of any kind with the accused
per: Maitre Gaston de Laval,
eo% for the American Legation,
wWas erefore never permitted to see
He did, however, manage to get an
fnterview with Braumn, only to learn
that the latter h ropped out of
the case and was feplaced by one
Kirschen. Kirschen in turn disclosed
the appslljng fact that lawyers de-
prisoners  Defore German

military courts are not allowed to
ste thélr diiants before the trial snd
are shown none of the documents of
the prosecption. It was therefore
impossible to prepare any

had had experience of German mili.
tary courts in operation, confirmed
this almost unbelievable fact. Xir-
schen solemnly promised de Laval
to keep him most fully posted in ail
the developments of the case.

THE TRIAL.

We come now to Thursday, October
7. The trial began that day and
ended on the next. As to what evi.
dence was brought out at the trial,
or how the trial wes conducted, we
know nothing and probably never
shall. We know, however, that she
was accused of having sheltered and
alded soldiers to escape. This she
admitted very frankly, as 4id other
persons tried with her. There was
never any mention of espionage—it
was not till many months afterwaras
and for the same reason which
prompted the Kaiser's sneer noted
above that Germans began to speak
of the “Spy Cavell” She was
British subject and could not be
tried by a German court on the
charge of treason. As has been said,
Miss Cavell admitted her “crime”
and even volunteered the information
that some of the men so aided had
written her from England thanking
her for her assistance. This made
the case worse for her. It laid her
open to the “criminal” charge (in the
military sense) of having aided sol.
diers to reach a country at war with
Germany {nstead merely of & viola-
tion of the passport regulations into
Holland. It would be Interesting to
know why her “counsel” Herr Kir-
achen, did not prevent her from pre-
Judicing her case in this way.

The prosecutor asked that the
death sentence be passed under
paragraph 90 of the German Mili-
tary Code, which condemns to death
those gullty of “conducting soldiers
to the enemy.” Obviously only the
most strained reading of the para.
graph could make it apply to the
prisoner’s case. All this de Laval

thered only at d hand, and
this brings us Sunday night,
October tenth.

REFUSED HER CLERGYMAN.

On October twelfth de Laval made
two requests, one that he be allowed
to see Miss Cavell, the other that
she might have the services of Mr.
Gahan, the English chaplain. Both
of these requests were flatly refused,
word coming that she might see any
qne of the three Protestant German
chaplains instead. De Laval was fur-
ther told that even if sentence of
death were passed it could be con-
firmed only by the Military Gover-
nor, who was away from Berlin for
two or three days. But sentence had
not yet been pronounced it was most
categorically stated, and probably
no decision would be arrived at for
two days. Once again a promise was
given to de Laval and the United
States Embassy and repeated half
a dozen times that day that every
move wolld be immediately reported.

At 8:30 that night de Laval got
word that Edith Cavell was to be
shot during the night. The Spanish
Minister was hurriedly sought out
and he, de Laval and Hugh Gibson,
secretary of the American Legation,
rushed to von der Lancken. He was
spending the eveming at a disrepu-
table theatre and there was much
difficulty in getting an orderly to
disciose his whereabouts. It was not
till 10:30 that the Civil Governor
deigned to return accompanijed by
two members of his staff. Then be-
gan a night of earnest pleading and
st¥iving for the life of the little
woman in prison. Lancken over and
over again, protested his igmorance,
begged his callers to go home and
sleep ‘“reasomably” over the matter
and come agrin in the momning. It
was only when tho callers became
“rather insistent” (in tbe diplomatic
language of Gibson) that ths trri.
tated Governor agreed to telephone
to the preceding judge of the court-
martial. He came back with the
news that Miss Cavell was to be
shot during the night. There fol-
lowed two hours of the most earnest

ty and per i b !
could probably have dome nothing
himself, but he flatly refused to
communicate with those who could.
The srgumenis used by the callers
were sufficlently blunt. They called
a spade a spade more than once.
Lancken swallowed it. One mem-
ber of his staff regretted openly that
there were not “two or three old
English women to shoot” Finally,
long after midnight, when it became
apparent that nothing could be done,
the three men left to break the news
to the Jittle knot of women who had
worked with the prisoner and loved
her. bson tramped the streets all
pight woabie (o sidep.
HER LASY MOMENTS.
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IN THE TRAIL OF THE ZEP PELINS
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“But mother has done nothing, has she, Daddy?”

triotism is not enough. I must

ve no hatred or bitterness towards
any one.” l

They shot her just before day-|}
break. She was denied the support
of her own clergymen at the end.
The German chaplain who was with !
her then did not attempt to conceal\
his admiration. “She was co!
ous to the end. She sald she was’
glad to die for her country. She ;
died like a hero” he said. They re-
fused to give her body to her friends.
8he is buried within the prison walls
of St. Gilles,

ALL RIGHTS DENIED

These are the bold facts of her
trial and death. A greater and
more studied outrage in the name
of justice was never perpetrated.
Every fundamental right of the in-
dividual was denied her. There was
in the first place no reason for a
court-martial for the German civil
tribunals in Brussels were all in
operation. We do not compel any-
one to testify against himself. We
inform a prisoner in advance of his
trial of the charge on which he |is
held. We allow communication be-
tween prisoner and counsel, our
trials are public and open. Most |
nauseating of all perhaps, Edith
Cavell's judges did not pass sentence
on her in court. At dead of might
they stepped quietly into her cell
and told her of her doom
locked doors. At the supreme mo-
ment she was denied the simple priv-
ilege of ome kindly face, one sup-
porting friendly hand.

Later on when Oow realised
that this shooting of one old English-
woman had stirred the world as no
other single crime in a century,
there was a frantic seeking of ex-
cuses, Herr Zimmermannp, the
Foreign Secretary himself led the
van of the seekers. His discovery
was that the judges had no discre-
tion in the matter; that the military
code had to be observed. But he
made the bad mistake of admitting
in the next breath that women whe
exgect to be mothers were never
subjected to the extreme penalty.
Now the German military code makes
no such exception. Evidently then
the plea of no discretion was worth
noth! at all. Not even the Kaiser
himself could have pardoned Miss
Cavell sald von Lancken. When
the Kaiger heard this von Lancken
was called on for an explanation and
was in very hot water for seme days.
As a matter of fact and as soon as
he realized the v serious harm the
shooting of Miss vell had done -to
the cause he made haste to
pardon every womam who had been
3&‘::"2" her and advertised - the

° W ssible entent,
thmn&o ing of Spain. He no,
doubt realized that in this cese as|
in the murder of the Dunc 4'Enghien
by Napoleon a century earlier what |
had happened .was “worse than a
crime, it was a blunder.”

WHAT END SERVED?

What end was served by this kill-
ing of Edith Cavell? Why was (t
necessary to ruaa through p farcical |
trial sentence in a cell with |
locked and h the friend-
less prisonér to deatlf all within a few
hours. Why was it necessary to
add lying to murder in order, if pos-
sible. to screen. the whelp bjoody |

the eyes of &
of helpless representatives of friendly |
powers, Why, whep a German woman |
was caught red handed ‘in actual
espionage in England some time be-

every b
Why did she

escape - u’:n
The two cases are as far asuhder as
the poles. . The one was justice,
other brutal
en Germany
ch to wash

vance of Pritish law?

EDITH CAVELL — MARTYR

FOOD PROFITS CUT;
A GREAT BLOW FOR
LOWER LIVING COSTS

The Union Government’s action in taking control of
the packing business is regarded as the hardest blow struck
yet at the cost of living. The official announcement, issued
at Ottawa on November 13, says: -

“In carrying out the policy of the Union Government,
as announced by the Prime Minister shortly after its forma-
tion, it has been decided to establish effective control over
all packing houses in Canada.

“The control of profits shall be as follows:

“1. No packer shall be entitled to a profit of more than
two per cent of his total annual turnover, that is, his total

sales during any one year.

“2. If the two per cent.
seven per cent. of the actual capital invested in the business
the profits shall be further restricted as follows:

“(a) Up to seven per cent. on capital the packer may

retain the profits.

“(b) If the profits exceed seven per cent. and do not
exceed fifteen per cent., one-half of the profits in excess of
cent. shall belong to the packer and one-half

seven
to the

“(¢) All' grofits in excess of

verament.

nt.

on annual turnover exceeds

-

fifteeg per cent, shall

WILL THE CANADIAN WOMEN GIVE THER
SOLDIERS COMFORTS--BUT NOT- VICTORY?

There has been nothing more beautiful since the war than
the devotion of the women-folk of the soldiers to their men living in
discomfort and danger. They have in the great majority of cases
abandoned every other interest in life and given themselves up entirely
to working for the boys at the front. They knit them warm socks
for the wet trenches—they send them heavy sweaters to keep out the
gearching cold of a Flemish winter—they ship them all sorts of com-
fortable garments and familiar delicacies—they equip the hospitals
in which they may chance any day to lie with everything thinkable to
restore their strength and while away the tedious time.

Their minds can dwell upon nothing but their best beloved on the
battlefront—how they can comfort them, sustain them, keep them
in itl)od health and good heart, and enable them to press on like good
soldiers. Is it conceivable then that these same devoted women-folk
of our magnificent men in the army will deliberately deny to these
men the one 'Mlz)t’hey most covet? Is it conceivable that they will
work night and " to give these soldier boys of theirs mere bodily
comfort, and then will not spare half-an-hour to cast a vote which will
give them what they valye immeasurably more—the reinforcements
which will bring VICTORY? y

[ ] . L] L]

hat'ljm:gh mlbobviv‘ ofi:?zyug‘amdlﬂ;u;;nhloldier at the o?:ﬁt mi:tk‘t:fxm
what is the e, big, ing he wants out the ifts
the world can offer! Will he say “another pair of socks?” Will he say
“a jar of jam?” It is too ridiculous to dwell on these trivialities, no
matter how grateful and necessary they are. The all-engrossing,
dominating, towering thought in the soldier’s mind which dwarfs
everything else, is beating the Boches and saving tion.
L ] £l L] &

%’c to be no trouble in our visualizing this even away over
here in Canada. Our boys are their lives in Europe;
and we may be very sure that they are d for no alight object.
All the comfort-bringing tm we do for t.

‘‘carry on” and take this d risk for a lopger

is the risk—nat the har or the sufferings. The big thing, in a
word, is their being there'at all. And why are they there? To win
the war!--that and that alone.

What they want their women-folk to do for them above everythi
else, is to h:r them with the war. They enjoy comforts, but wilt‘.g
every drop of blood in their veins demand VICTORY. They
will die willingly if they can be assured that those who come after them
will peresvere until they have won VICTORY. They themselves
cannot win this VICTORY alone. They hoped to do so when they
enlisted, but the fates have been against them. Russia has fallen into
disorder and Ttaly has suffered a terrible check. More and more
troops must now come if VICTORY is to be obtained. And that is
what they supremely desire to be assured of to-day.

& Ed B3 L ]

They look back to their women-folk in Canada to vote solidly
for the steady stream of reinforcements which is to win the VICTORY,
whether they happily live to see it or not. Their chances of living to
see it will be greatly increased with every new regiment which the
Canpadisn , men and women, vote to send over. Every new
regiment not only brings the VICTORY nearer, but relieves the strain
on the men pow under arms. Itbﬁnpthmthi?, relief, hope and
VICTORY; but the greatest of these 18 VICTORY.

It is impossible to beliove that this from the fathers,
bushands, brothers and sons at the front disregarded by their

Ioviu and and devotedly laboring women-
‘have been working and longing
and y ill not give their beloved everything else, but
deny them this one thing most desperately desired. .

Borde;’s Military ‘Service Act

Vvs.
Laurier’s Militia Act

The Milltary Service Act of 1917 is much more lenient and sympa-
thetic In its provisions than wus the Military Aet of 1868, us amended
by Sir Wiifrid Laurier in 1904,

The old Act empowered the Government 1o send ovverseas wiwn
necessary for the defence of Canada all British subjects in Canada
between the ages of eighteen and sixty years. The Militury Nervice Act
calls for but 100,000 men, between the ages of 20 and 34, raised not by the

Government but by Parllament.

Injustice was inevitable under the old Militia Act, because the men
were selected by the ballet, or blind chance. Uunder the pew Act, the
men are selected intelligently and sympathetically by civilian tribunals.

Again, under the old Militia Act as left on the statute books by Sii
Wilfrid Laurier, the first olass Included men aig years of age. The
present Act leaves such young men immune, starting to take soldiers
only at the age of twenty.

All male British subjects in Canade Letween the ages of elghteen and
sixty were liable for service under the Militia Act. Under the Military
Act of 1917, enly 100000 of the men between 20 and 60 yecars of age are
liable,

The old system enabled thie existing Goveramept to call out all these men
at its pleasure, whereas the present Government had adopted the more de-
mocratic way of securing an Act of Parliament for sach call.

The old Militia Act empowered military offivers, in an emergency, to
elter or destroy all buildings, lands, food, erops, fodder, stores, etc.; in fact,
the entire possegsions of the people. The new Milltary Service Act gives
no such powers to the military, but puts the control of the measurc in
civilian hands. Exemption boards of private citigems, judges and the local

P Y

| police administer the Act.

Pay for the rank and file under the new Act is more than twice as
high as was their pay as laid down by Bir Wilfrid Laurier in 1904.

Beﬂin, Ont. Pro-Germans
Insult Borden

They Stand on the Laurier-
- Bourassa Platform

How Would The Kaiser Vote ?

Kitchener, Ontario, until & few monthe ago, bore the name of
Berlin. It is the centre of a district mainly settled by Germsns. When
the name of the town was changed a large section of the community
made a brazenly violent protest.

On Saturdsy a howling mob in Kitchener (ex-Berlin) shouted
down the Prenier of Canada and refused to hear him discuss war issues.
Reports say that about 30 per cent. of the audience were hostile.

Sir Rooert Borden could ask for no better recommendation for




