something more
in her voice, my sister Margaret 1
on her fingers the list of my quﬁ m

a house.

1 had just returned from India with my six
children, and I was anxious to settle them
eomfortably before their father’s return.

¢ You want every comfort,” continued my
gister, “‘and you dont want to pay for eve
eomfort. 1 belicve you lo-Indians ﬁhu:{
we live upon nothing in d.”

Her husband came in-as she spoke. Turn-
ing to him, she ran over again, with a alight
exaggeration and a deeper infusion of con-
tempt, the catdlogue given above.

e took a seat, *‘ Difficult,” he said oracu-
larly ; *“‘ but it might be ‘done. I have it,”
said We, turning to his wife.

*“What ? e right house | Then you are
cleverer than I thought you.”

“* Do you remember the story Williams told
us yesterday 7

*“Now, James,” said my sister, rising to
her feet and looking at her husband severely,
*““if youn advise EleapGr to take that house yon
do it on your own responsibility. I wash my
hands of it.”

*¢8it down again, Margaret,” he said. *“ Be
Teasonable, my dear. Is there any’ sufficient
yeason why anor should not take that
house 2

“ There is one v good reason—she will
kliave to do the housework herself. No ser-
vant will stay a week.”

““She bas an Indian servant!at _any rate,
who must y her.”

“Butthink of herself, of her feelings.
You smile, James. O yes; I know you
think me absurd. Very likely I am absurd ;
but remember this—there’s no smoke without

some fire. Beside, I know the last. tenants.
Mrs. Green is not an idiot. She told me”——

‘¢ Stay a moment,” said my brother-in-law,

snd he addressed himself to me. ** Eleanor,
%ell me the -truth ; are you a believer in
ghosts ?”
.~ * Does this mean that the eligible hounse is
haunted ?” I exclaimed, much stimulated by
what I had heard. “1fso, I will take it at
snce, - Write to the agent for me, James.”

4] do believe you are all going mad,” said
my worthy sister, holding up her hands 'in

horror. *““James, you are a sensible man.
You know things ought notto be donein a
hurry. Eleanor, listen to what I heard from
the last tenant. She told me with her own
lips; it isnoneof your second-hand stories”

““No,” 1 interrupted. _“ Don’t tell me. If
$here is a ghost it will show itself. If there
4a not I might be set thinking of zonrctory,
lndmightxmni'me it ; or at least™—correct-
ing myself—*“ 1 might be betrayed into tell-
ing nomebofly else. Somebody else might
i ine it,’

My brother-in-law thereupon entered
into an elaborate description of the house,
which had everything I could desire,
and .he believed I could have it fora rent
which was so small, considering its advan-

,as to seem merely nominal. *‘The
fact is,” he said, *‘ their principal object is to
have the thing off their hands. Tenants have
beep coming and tenants have been going,
and some have paid and some have not pai
The e has got a bad name in the neigh-
bourhood. The owners, however, think that
if a respectable tenant comes®and stays for
some time it will bave a good effect on the
public mind. But, as Margaret says, youn
must count the cost. Your servants wil{be
aure to hear the ghost story. They will see
visions and dream dreams. You may have to
‘do a good deal of the work yourself. By-the-
bye, there is an old housekeeper, a Mrs
Weervil, who lives in the lower rooms.”

““Could we not get rid of her 2 I said.
“She might tell the servants.”

‘] am afraid that would be easiersaid than
done,” heanswered. *‘Shé. some claim
upon the family. But.they say sheis a quist
»ld soul, who interferes with™ nobody. You
might warn her, you >

Well,” I said, “let us'write to the agent,
and see what can be done.”

The result of all this was that, a week or
two later, on'a placid afternoon early in the
month of August, I drove up with my chil-
dren, servants, andJuggage before [the deep
poreh of one of those moderately sized coun-
try honses which abound in the county of
w. It was to be my home for the next

; monshs—servants and ghosts permit-

e, description and the expectation

low hardanomere,l felt, aband-

: y paradise was a

g indeed ; and joyﬁ.rﬁy, on the even-

var acrival, I sat and wrote to my hus-

band of our good- fortune. The house was

béagtifully situated, and was itself pictur-

m&:iu deep porch in front, and the

neat y that surmounted it. It wasan

isregular building, and.its red brick walls

were balf smothered with ivy and clematis.

aond the garden in front was a broad lawn,

; by the d old beeches and elms

which form a belt round Lord B—— '

estate. During the first few weeks nothing

gappened to change my good opinion of the
ouse.

* There was one circumstance I did not like ;
but I persuaded myself it was trivial, and to
be affected by it proved ultra-sensitiveness ;
beside, 1 had been warned beforehand. Two
of the lower rooms were occupied by an old
woman. She was a2 pensioner, I was told, of
our landlord’s.  Many years ago she had been
. r to some relatives of his who lived
in the house, and she had lived in it ever
since, I wished to see her, and have scme
conversation with her. I disliked, in the
first place, that anyone of whom I knew
nothing should be in my house ; and in the
second place, I was anxious to warn her- to
keép the ghost story (whatever that might be)
secret. My three English servants were
uorth country girls. Ihad taken good care
that they should be utter strangers to the

bourhood ; but I knew if the posgi-

of aecmq a ghoet were su ted to
them they would promptly make the possi-

i
g

il
:
bt

g
+

13-
5}

TELLE
.

tremblingly, that she
werp to otfer her a hundred
to ive that the news

ot abroad, and I asked her i Te.
anyt . she house of which ‘she was
afraid ; but to this question she was damb.
Iga.xdlyonldoeeha‘,hlrin.wd sat down to
think, with my sick d in my lap. Even
while I was thinking, there came a knock at
the door of my room. I cried out, *‘ Come in,”
but my heart sank. .

My cook was at the door. The girl who
helped in the kitchen and hotise was behind
her. Both looked scared, and announced
that they were goin%..

I did not know what to do. To gain time
I ordered them backto their work. I had no
money in the house, I said. The bank, as
they knew, was some miles distant.

no right to leave me without due notice ;
in fact, I would not let them go. 8o I said,
and hoped they were quieted for a'time. But
late that evening the ayah came fo me with
consternation in her face. All the three Kng-
lish servants had left me !

By gn.l:gtime thlel.chjllm :h.:‘ x;‘:od and
everything was sti e a to
her r);om with the younger children, md"n?&er
locking my bedroom door, sat alone, thinking.
I had passed throufh an exciting day. . The
night was chilly ; I was tired and not very
well. ' That the warmth of thé fife and the
comfort of my favourite lounging chair should

resently cause a delightful sense of indiffer-
ence to alland everyannoyance need not be cou-
sidered wonderful. As Isat there Igave way to
the pleasant compulsion, and was soon, I'im-
agine, fast asleep. Isay I imagine, because
there was no witness present; and of what
we do or what we don’t do, in that strange
indefinite bo:ldner-hnd of sensation which
separates waking time from sleeping tim
We can never begperfect.ly certain. m, 4

So far as I know I slept for some consider-
able time. It was a sensdtion, I believe, of m
feet waxing cold that first loosened the bon
of slumber. When 1 was in that semi-
conscious state which has a iar discom-
fort, I became dimly alive to the fact that
there was in the room some presence other
than my own. There was movement—a
stirring in the air, as if so creature had
cqme in, The events of returned
to my memory, which was still only  half
alive. I started up, rubbing my eyes, for I
could not be at all sure that I was awake and
in my right mind.

When I went to sl rwu alone. Yes,
certainly. Bat even if it were not so, what
l&'mgempd:iglceug;ghm t.h' lh:ttl me
across the . space of the
room? I was t half awake. )(yne:\"?l
wereinan excited state. The ghost in the house
had been my last conscious idea.. And now
this strange face, which seemed to be ad-
vancing on me out of the gloom, was it a
creation of my own fancy? Or was it some
one playing a trick upon me? In any case,
now was my time to fathom the m

It was closed. I tried the bar, which
could only be fixed from the inside, and it
was as 1 had left it early in the evenmg.

At this discovery my agitation overpower-
ed me ; my head swam, and I fainted. When
I recow: conscionsness 1 was lying in the
broad recess of the curtained window, and I
felt a trickling sensation on my forehead, and

what I afterward found to be the
case, that T had struck my head on some
article of furniture and was bleeding. - This
involuntary blood-letting helped to revive
me, and I .sat up.

For a few minutes I remained partly stan-
ved and bewildered. I felt a creeping sen-
sation, as if I had been struck by a. frost-
wind. After a while, my heart to beat
less audibly, and I rose to my f At that
moment the embers of the fire suddenly sank
into the bottom of the grate, sending up a

-faint flickering light, which was absolute

cheerfulness as contrasted with the horrible
;e;ni-dsrkneu that bad hitherto prevailed. I
elt my returning, and to
ring the bell. ayah gme, mghat
1 should have summoned her at an hour when
shemg]:osed Ihad retired to rest. . I did not tell
her what 1 had witnessed, ouly asked her to
light a candle. She did so, and as the light
fell upon my face, she gave a light scream.
I had forgotten at the moment that the blood
was trickling from the wound I bad received,
or I should not have asked her to light the
candle, As it was, I had to make the bekt
excuse I couln in answer to her inquiries. I
said I must have slept long by the fire, and
moving about the darkened room had fallen
and hurt myself. The wound, however, was
found to be a mere scratch ; and in a few
minutes the ayab had succeeded in removing
from my face all marks ofthe disaster.

I asked her to leave the candle with me,

My first quest next morning

tpo.rh:{ent where I had I'lh v
ascertaining w
E:beanapin entered after I had leftiton
the previous evening. I unlocked the door
and cautiously looked in. Enough light came
through between the drawn  curtains to show
me that the room ‘was tly as I left it.
I advanced to the mmn found ‘the
thread there,  unbroken, and evidently un-
touched. teld. mzﬁi; Mfe.hafl felt somewhat
g:rdbtod my conceptions of thmnga.,nd
anticipated a second visit as more than
probable. After thinking, however, I came
mhe conclusion that itf was better as it was.
my strange visitor for any purpose enter-

ed my room a second  time, l.mfffmmd that I
had quitted it, the effeet might have been the
reverse of favourable to the discovery of the
trickery, which discovery conld best be for-
warded by making as little change in my
#sual habits as possible. It was not improb-
nbl?l,,;eruing that no icions: had - been
arof by the knowledge that I"had changed
my sleepmg & t, that the * ghost”
might be emboldened to pay me a visit on the
following night ; and by that time I hoped
to be able to arrange for the in ion of
my ls‘trange visitor, and the detection of the
trick.

In the course of the morning I made
mind how I should prooeuf Mrs. $o:1‘
geunerally left after breakfast on her errands
to the neighbouring village or elsewhere, not
generally returning for a few hours ; and 1
thought this a g time to obtain an inter-
view with Andrew, the old tr.rqur., who, 1
saw, was engaged trimming the walks in front
of the door. I had no doubt now that what
I had seen had been alsoaj d
vants who had .so suddenly departed on the
previous evening ; and I had no doubt also
that Andrew knew the whole story about the
ghost having been again seen in the house. I
opened the parlour window and spoke with
him over the balcony, *“ Will you come up
stairs, Andrew ? 1should like to spesk fo

ou.”

’ He stood for a moment in hesitation,
scratching his head. Ithink he would have
preferred anything to entcnng house at
that moment ; but evidently lzﬁv.id not see
his way to refusing. A few moments later he
was in the drawing-room. .

** Andrew,” L with some intentional
solemnity of manner, ““you see the position I

considered the position an exceedingly un-
pleasant one.  *‘ The story has got about,” I
went on, * that this house is haunted.” He
tumedfnle. “ You think it ishaunted ?” I
asked, looking at him fixedly.

He hesitated for a few moments, shook his
head slowly, and succeeded ﬁn&lly in saying :
* Wat is folks to think, ma'am ?”
th“I wclmowledge.l "i lnlehered, “‘that the

ing has a queer loo! en people
and vanish as suddenly as they m‘zﬁ
difficult to think of them as creatures of flesh

.| and blood like ourselves,”

“*Tain't sible like,” was Andrew’s com-
ment ; and I observed that with the words
his face took a more healthy hue. The quiet
tone I had assumed reassured him. Ghosts,
when they can be reasomed aboat, lose half
their terrors.

* No,” I answered him; * It is not possible.
But Andrew, if we look at these things from
another point of view—"

“‘ Be there another " he eagerly asked, as

opinion. ;

“ Yes,” I said ; * there is another. Before
I believe in your inte tion, Andrew—Dbe-
fore I believe it possible that spirits can wan-
der about the world for no other reason than
to frighten peoﬁlo, I must tést mine.” -
1%-67“’. edtonowlinm‘,m

ooking at mine very inquiringly. )

I explained at onee. "vﬁm I mean is
this, suspect a trick. Somebody has a
spite against the owner of this house—some-
body has an interest in keeping it empty.”

Andrew was naturally shrewd. As I spoke
there came into his face a new look of keen-
ness. Hesmiled. *‘ There has been queer
things done,” he observed, with a cautious
impartiality.

““ You have been here some weeks,” I said.
‘‘ Have you heard anything during that time
about this house, about the people who own
it? Iam told they lived hére once.”
° Thus ‘;tdlmnhtot:l,. Andrew told me that the
ouse grounds originally belonged to
Lord B—, father of the present lord ;
whose ‘park was commanded our front
windows. On the marriage of a favourite
sister with Mr, Roupel, a man somewhat be-

important business. - ‘There must be no delay.
I will pay them well for their work. Do you
For the old man was

at me as if he thought I had taken lu\’m‘

my senses. Sk

© “T understan’”" he answered slowly, * But

whttyyrill ycmm :ﬁm‘l}mgm ﬂ:;m ma’am?”
“Youw in me.

id believe in wick:

! I'was bidding defiance to a

of whose resources I was atterly ign
my defiance should be taken up?
Btrong enough ; i

my household duties,
ich occupied ' me fully till the retarn of

I took him, as also-the joiner and black-
smith, into the parlour, and told them my ex-’
periences of the previous evening. Andréw
exhibited symptoms ‘of alarm; but I fouid the
‘joiner & sensible ‘man, and inclined, after
what I'told hity, to take a similar view with

the situation, namely, that we were

being made’ the subject of some diabolical
ive us out of the house,
He asked sbout Mys. Weevil, and if I had
ever been in her rooms. I said I had not.
He proposed at once to visit them. The door
of ents was, as usual, locked ; but |
full king th lock, did eﬂ‘ty ~
y picking the an ecti
tnneepfor us—Andrew bei
eep & lookout in
approached the house

&mmmﬂn&
Mrs. Weevils e
fully examined
from either of the rooms
save the door by whijch we bad entered, the
windows baving iron grati
took the utmost’

trickery, in ‘order to

ing meanwhile sent
the garden that no one

to attract attention in

;. but no means' of egress
could be discovered.

that nothing dis-

am in.” His expression indicated thas he | gtion

= ‘h.thé castor at the
foot of the was glistening with oi
mﬂy been lubricated
i that there was a

I padsed to allow him time for expression of_

along
moved forward ob
whepe it stood, and then
The, joiner at once
old of the bed, he found
it forward easily and with-
e Mightest noise, till it was
from the wall against which it
At this point we noticed that the bed
seemed to dip slightly to one side, as if some-
thing were y1elding to its weight, ; and at the
same moment we 0
open in that part

ngs.

I was in a high state of excitement, and
with difficulty could suppress my feeli
but stood silent as the two men went rou
opening thus discovered.
candle, which I
t them ; when we found that

t five feet high and

sides but the front. A

and looked into the

,E__";

E’ r""gii
difeebin:

'3

g3

;gﬁggéis;

t
on
Efm obsefved in any slight intercourse
had with her.
¢ Yes, ma'am,” she went on,

#~comin’, ma’am, tosay as I véul&b‘ogdn'
from the 'ouse for a few days ; my son, asis

steward to Lord , been took

badly last night, ma'am ; and as he'hmv

one to wait upon him, it holds as I, ma'am,
as his ”moﬁnr. must do my daty—yes,
ma’am.

All this she said without once 1o
take breath ; mdlmld‘pot.hdm

that she was slightly flurried

in
::-eeme'deokoep talking a3 chE'hkide'

me

';léumyl, the ‘ousemaid have
over to Brookford for & f&w days

with-my plans on which I had not counted.
1 had no one to agsvwo with me, and g:
muech perplexed. evening approached

the gloom of twilight I had a strange nervous
feeling, such as I had only once "before ex-
perienced, and that-was in India, during the

terrible days when the mutiny was at its |.

height, and every footfall made us start, as if

3::: g:ment were to be our last” As the
pened my anxiety

when at length the ayah conducted the joiner,

asI had before instructed her, to my  room I

was almost too overpowered to -

drew and the blacksmith werefor the time de-

tained in the kitchen, as I wished to tdlk the

matter over with the joiner, as the most in-
telligent of the three.

i i

i

i Orgo
the night. -But just
as the white figure seemed to be
the cartained windows I saw two gures
dash quickly upon it from behind, then a
lhﬁ:%md violent struggle, in which all three
ro

deadly embrace. The white figure had man-
.aged to wrench one arm loose, and in another
mo::l.ttbap was the i

harmless. By this time i sh'h:g-
gle that was going on had brought the black-
smith and Andrew up to my apartment, and
with their help the white figure was in a few
seconds and led forward to the light,
his white t—an old surplice—hanging
in tatters about him. He was at once known
to the majority of the eo!nm—it was the
steward! He turned his onme with a
stifled ocath.

Leaving him now helpless, with his “hands
fast behind his back, inp of the black-
smith, Mr. Burrowes led the way to the
housek ’s rooms below, the door of which
was fi to be locked. It was at once
burst and, taking a candle with us, we

The outer room was in the same
condition as I bad seen it during the day;
but the inner room showed the drawn
forward, the panelling of the recess
which we had discovered standing open. No-
body was there, Taking the candle forward.
to examine the recess; Mr. Burrowes found
the box had a movable bottom in addition to
that which we had discovered, and that by
its removal an ing sufficient for one per-
son at a time down a trap-stair into the
gellar below. Mr. Burrowes and the joiner

them,therestofuwdt;m th. 5 bbi. o
ter a) nt, or wal e lobbies t
* wiw: few lninut:ls I heard sudden
footsteps in my bedroom, and rushing thither,
found Mr. Burrowes and the joiner had
B L Bhe T of e nodwock of
or led, the woodwork o
one side of thé window of my room being in-
i made to move back u hinges
‘;door. yetb;o oonm-ucg:d t! itﬁ
opened by anyone in the room.
o e e o S i et
im beside the pi a upli
ys, which could open any .chamber, or

ood silent and sullen, with & dark expres-
sion of malice and revenge upon his face, was
handed over to him, *he In;“ instru hct;]d
his superior to convey him to the
Mmdplwohimingdl. The
IR ith -he--ordered to accompany- the

he--

w s’
“Meantime the , who, since the
o ”me to be but flesh
4 blood like himself, had become as bold as
a lion, volunteered to stay in the house with
us all night and me to soothe the fears of

on the floor, as if locked together in a:

accompanied e joiner,
house of the stzvud. ) § noexmr-
the reader with details, but I may men-

t in answer to a quiet tap at the win-

e door of the house was immediately
d, and old Mrs. Weevil was at once in

s §iaiand

Without telling her anything of what
had happened, Mr. Burrowes asked for her
gon, the steward. At first she hesitated, then
said he was ill in bed. ‘

** No,"” said Mr, Burrowes ; ‘“he is not in
bed, but he is safe enough by this time in the
police office ; so you had better just tell us
all about it.”

As he entered my room I was surprised to | ~ A4 ghis Mrs. Weevil entirely broke down

find a second person behind him, whom he

introduced to me as Mr. Burrowes, the dis-
trict inspector of police, who had been on an
official visit to the village that day, and who,

when he heard the story, volunteered his

services in place of the constable. His pre-
sence at once gave me great .relief, and this
was enhanced when I found he had long ex-
perience in the London detective force, and
was entering with the enthusiasm of hig pro-

fession into our plans. He had heard already |

from the joiner what had passed that 3
oomslimentad me l:l}h.ly on the pten:::’
mmulldhndduph hi.on the previous even-
e uiescence in every-

nﬁingl,l thstxvprehdlince.:l’q .
however, I mentioned to him m
_interview that afternoon wn{

appear-
was in the room, and as %o

whether she seemed .much affected by her
son’s illness. I answered his several questions
to the best of my ability, and he after think-
ing awhile, pacing up and down the room,
turned to me and said : :

and confessed all. It is unnecessary to re-
t at 1 what the reader can guess in
l’“'tmenum«"cﬂl for himself ; but thegsuumof
er story was this. Themothet,eqm}lym;ltil:
in order to drive each successive tenant out
She also admitted that after
death of Mrs, Roupel it was they
the'steries charging foul

daugh

ter. In answer toa
it was she who had pla; the ghost on
previous evening ; but bhad never be-

herself to anyone who did not at
and quit the house. My attempt to
alarmed

y

ing
any , as the t tenant was Ekely
Jtos = fM they :ootl;ld,in that
W ou ey were enraged
‘]ut baffled i

‘| at thus being at in their long-
i course of malicious practices against

e out his revenge upon me that night by

{iss Roupel ; and her son determined to |

N s S Rt o T O e~

- WIT AND HUMOUR.

The letter “ E” is like many men. Itis
first in everything, but ends in smoke,

¢ Let me see your paper a moment, dear "
Euhgl-“Yu.nnu‘ as we get to the

Getting up in the morning is like gettin,
up in the world. You cannot do oithefe withe
out more or less seli-denial. —Boson T'ran-
script.

A man who offered bail for a friend was
asked by the j if he had any incambrance
on his farm, *“Oh yes,” said he, “my old
woman.”

The sanguine mind will find comfort even
in adversity. When trade is “ flat on ite
back ” it'is in the best possible condition for
6" Mkhg up' »

A Chicago man left $17,000 in backs
on a saloon bar and no. one took the Eile.
Why? Well, they thought it was a roll of
old newspapers,

No “ Angelina,” the Miller coupler is not
& matrimonial instrumentality, nor is the
“ buffer ” you refer to an elderly gentleman
of easy manners,

% Vennor says this is hkl: snow ‘l‘i):'orm—-that

e predicted it two weeks ago. e are will-
ing to admit that it is, if he will' only come

zg'pgva;xlgmse- and take it away,—Norris-

A professor asked his class, “What is the
aurora?”’” A student, hesitating, replied:
¢ Professor, I did know, but I bave forgot-
ten,” “‘That is sad, very sad,” rejoined the
professor. “‘The only man in the world that
ever knew has forgotten it!”

An Irish priest was addressing his flock on
the dmgmpof intem ce, and concluded
his harangue with these words :—* Drink,
my children, makes you beat your wives,
starve your families, and shoot your land-
lords—aye, and miss them, too !”

The Dominion census will be taken on April
4th, and every person will be counted as
fonging to the place where he is found on that
day. A y number will, if they are not
cautions, be caught in the attractive abode of
Tom aud Jerry.—Detroit Free Press.

Three red-haired men walked solemnly
into a Main street saloon and stood before
the bar. *“ Helloa,” said the barkeeper, in a
tone of interest, ‘“ Who’s elected? Oh, I
beg pardon,” he added. *‘ I thought it was
a torchlight procession.”—Burlington Hawk-

eye.

Among the gifts displayed at a San Fran-
cisco w:iding was the bride’s father’s cheque
for $100,000. The cashier of the bank on
which the cheque was drawn was a t. It
was observed that he looked g y at the
document, then turned up his nose, and re-
marked, ““ Why, he hasn’t $500 to his credit
in our bank.”

They tell of a v cultured divine in Bos-
ton, who, instead of saying ‘“ The collection
will now be taken up,” impressively remarks,
¢ The accumulation of moneys will now en-
sue.” But a Philadelphia cle a gread
athlete and lover of sports, t himself
once and said, “ Here endethortioe first in-
nings—Ilet us pray.”

Emerson went to see Bernhardt in Boston,
then drove home and wrote the followin,
essay on Thinness: * As matter asce
from its grosser to its finer forms, it becomes
more diaphanous. Solidity belongs to earth.
The illimitable is peopled with the aeriform.
The moresone knows the thinner he gets.
This is the thinnest performance I ever saw.”

We have discovered why young ladies have
become so fond of wearing fringe. Re-

cently in a crowd a gentleman's coat button
young: ’sdress. - ** It is evident,” he said,
smiling, ““that I am'very much attached to
you, and that I cannot make up my mind to
tear myself awag™ <Fringy, but.a fact.—
Philadelphai Sun. ;

Minister to Rory—‘“Why weren’t you a#
the kirk on Sunday?” Rory—I wu{t Mr.
Dunlop’s kirk.” = Minister—*‘I don't like
your ing about the strange kirks in that
way. Not I object tae yer hearing Mr.
Dunlop ; but I'm shure ye wadna like yer
ain sheep straying away into strange pas-
tures.” ry—* 1 wadna care a grain, sir,
if it were better grass.”—Judy.

Where the shoe pinches. Eldest daughter
—*1 think you might let me come out mam-
ma! I'm 20, you know, and surely I've
finished my education I” Festive mamma (by
no means prepared to act the part of chaperon
and wer)—*‘ Not yet, my love. So-
ciety is so hollow! I really must preserve
that sweet girlish freshness of yours .a little
while longer !”"—London Punch.

A Hibernian switchtender who saw a train
coming in on time said, * Yon are first a{
last, and you were always behind before.”
This is considered as a made-up story. But
yesterday a fairly intelligent man, who had a
very bad cold, met another gentlemnan on the
street, and said, ‘‘] would rather be at work
than to be sick at home, although, to tell the
&t!,x,,lthia morning started out to stay in

A man bought an estate in Ireland the
other day. He was of small stature, we are
told, and very thin and wiry-Jooking. When
he went down to see the the tenants

“ Well, Pat, what do you think of the new
landlord ?” *¢ Oh, begorra, not much. Why,
that little gossoon would bo as hard to shoot
as a jack-snipe.”

A Honeymoon Abruptly Ended by a Dose
of Laudanum,

A man and woman who registered as Arthur
W. Pierson and wife took sroomon&turdaz

———— '
"THE FARM.
. EDITORIAL NOTES.

Secretary Evarts puts it this way :
peasant of Ireland or Germany,” b
¢ carrying s soldier on his back, canno
pete with the American peasant, who
soldier to carry.”

=A meeting of United States maltste!
‘brewers was-held in New York on th
ult., and a resolution passed urging Ceo
to-change the duty on Canadian malt
cent. ad valorem o a specific duty
cents per bushel. The meeting was nof
influential, or fairly representative, an
grut pumber of brewers and others
tates are decidedly against the chai
would npot seem probable that Congre
be lwxyed one way or the other by the
whéreases and the one resolved adopte
memorial. -
The U. 8. Commissioner of Agriculf
net a mere theorist or I
shrewd, practical man, who L
he says and shows it. Last wes
10 his report on the efforts to cult
the Southern States. Now, 1t
15 his behef in the possi
growing its own tea, an
ta prove that he is on ther
has just rented a farm in 8
which an attempt will be
varieties of tca ; and the best gnarante
success is that excellent tea has been
in that very neighbourhood,
° English grain dealers have settled
firm belief that America has more gra
is wanted in Europe, and the fall
«of the past ten days registcr the resulg
opinion. The only doubt
turn on the extent of the 2
It is still held to be de whether
duction will be larce er to leave
farmers with no -Jrefit, or :
furnish some margin on the busine;
past year. For the present it is onl
that the (\pvgin:: months of N i
are little likely to sce either tl
sales of American produce W
the beginning of 18%0.
The Huron Signal, which pays sped
tention to agricultural matters and trd
them very ably, is convinced that the
ness of the Agricultural and Arts Asso
7s gone. 1t says the prize list has
duced and the expenses increased un#
it costs $15,100 to distrjbute prizes au
ing to $12,900. “‘ The directors,” sa
contemporary, ‘‘ are not competent me
they regard the time spent upon the by
of the Association more as a holiday tha
thing else, and-at the same time pocH
snug sum of $3,112 of public money.
Signal is not far wrong ; and no doub
will be a debate upon the subject wh
Ontario Assembly is asked to make thd
annual grant of $§10,000 to the institutig

The grape crop of 1880 in Ca
has been large, and, though late in
ing, the season has been favourab
making wine and raisins. There
wain - until the 23rd of Novembe
then it was light, and lasted only
day—not enough to do much damage
few grapes not'then gathered. The qu
of wine made in 1880 is a matter of su
‘but will probably be 10,000,000 or 12,4

jns. It has been the custom of th
ers to overstate the quantity in p
years. They would publish 8,000,000
000,000 gallons when it was not mo:
6,000,000. San Francigpo has never rg
more than 3,500,000 gallons in a yel
has the State ever exported more than
000 gallons in S Yo
FMV"UE g ,]m Zal ne 1
2,400,000 in 1877, 3,000,000 in 1878;
000 in 1879, and the same in 1880.
"%"”" brandy were 60,000 gallons i
130,000 in 1877, 110,000 in 1878, an
000 in 1879. The wine e by se
510,000 gallons in 1876, 890,000 in
‘1,230,000 in 1878, 1,400,080 in 1879,
=ame amount in 1880. The export by
about 800,000 gallons annually. The
or 1881 will probably show a de
<rease over 1880. The State has ne
proached the limit of its capacity in
making, the greater part of the grapes
been used every year for the table
many have been allowed to spoil on the
and the hogs have been turned intg
vineyards as the most profitable u
could be made of them. There ha
wears when sold at Los Ange
Sonoma for Balf a cent a pound at wh
and such low prices still prevail in larg
yards in the Sierra Nevada, remote frg
market.

There are more ways than one of k
cat, and there are more ways thad
making money out of the unfo
and unsophisticated intending em
This land sharks and others have
out long ago. but perhaps the shi

and most lucrgtive metbod yet hit
that of the individual or individuals
the fallowing advertisement inserte
sively in Xllen%nglish newspapers: g
“ Parents wishing to find desirable
ings for their sons ¢an have them plae
res ible American farmers in gogg
and excellent climate. They will be
cally taught American farming, and
entirely independent of any aid from
from the time they leave England. P
50 to 75 guineas. Address —
In England it is customary to pay §
privilege of apprenticing youths to
anything, and therefore the trap is I
catch many victims. As a matier of
has already proved eminently success
s large number of fathers have paid
vapce money desired, and have provide

. T neath her in tion, he gave her the house.
m a certainty, and' then my . troubles :ng;nqwtrgsdtomﬁre to rest. Sll::rdildw; Here t.homa.r':-x?‘ied pair livs:d in much unhap-
ot x and aftér the door was closed upon her, I pro- | piness it was said ; and here their only child, _ i
T sent a te message to Mrs Weevil, | soeded candl exanine S After ranni z P 2
asking for anp"::terview ; and she came to my sk g $oo.win- | o deaghter, was born. o dﬁ ‘hW'hn“‘h < - as if

dow more minutely. Th i ’
B s woe ik propameing v | o e s e S i | ey e inbond

“ Let e ing be carried out as you fos' frightening me and then robbing the
merly p! ed.  that your family retire house, jﬁr which they were molvodxghke
j to rest at their usual time, with as little ap-'| | opportunity of guitting that part of
: hnm‘dl{“ g pearance as possible of anything unusual | ;)¢ conntry. Th_airqmic?.lty‘mbmmnnd
left alone, the widow, and her now grown-u; m::::mhve Emogmviﬂnb:hl:nby wuhl:g. till to-morrow, RE the B8 00 ”wmm‘ie h’inkheﬁm’ein Inu'".
- - \ . . v 4 4 5 dian
.x‘:.gggrgl';t b; somiwhgre between uxcky certainly not been opened by anyone, and no | daughter, determined to let their house, of the ceremonial | when her rooms can be more carefully ex- | 3, Nheg&whxcﬂlorder te,eo'vﬂ. ,,h,i,"hl',’.,f.pm
‘and seventy ; an a:e.se“n{gp:g‘::hﬂv- trace was visible on the of any possible | live abroad. The reat of the furnished house, | rabes of a priest,  We amined by daylight. In the first place, will the old hag was sent to me with the story of
ward mmﬁ” S vl ey :Wll means of egress or_ingress. Ifokmn- with its excellent garden, would bring them | light and examined it, and there, in the skirt | you show me the bedroom in which you 'were | par gon being ill ; and as he had a secret
. TondT anderstood thes sae 13 vous than ever, and was abou$ o %urn pud | in an income sufficient to enable them to live otstbegarmﬂit.nbnndthta i disturbed last night ?”

willingly. { wth unders . ; :o quit the room al er, so much did my s:xi:ﬂy in some fordm But while | been torn out, was exactly I conducted him thither, the joiner follow-

permission ror::')mse'ov:er of the house to oc- | fears oppress me, w lamlym‘ on is project was being di i the bit of white,embroidered cloth which ing ; and after he had ascertained where, to

npy certain room l:l“'d- “h the floor within the recess _ at- | died i had picked up in my bedroom on the i use his own expression, I had first seen the

. *¥es, ma'am,” she said ; ut not from | tention. 1 stooped and picked it It is. - indi “ party,” and where and how the bhad
tﬁé_‘mumthe owner of the ouse now, | 3 small piece of white cloth—a ' B 2k 7 » st :
. ” ; uare—very frail i textupe, as i
wmﬂﬂested, I thought, a certain little ﬁw,d &ry S e
congealed sulkiness as I went on to ask her if | pecaliar

sons with through tickets to farms in
sota, Jowa, and Nebraska. The exp
of these emigrants has not,however, b
couraging. On their arrival at their d
tion they have found that they were {a
ope of the farm ds, with the exd
that they were only about one-
the wages given to their associates, and
service was demanded. That they hay
able to pick up some knowledge of
is trne, but no more than they wou
obtained if they had started out ind|
eptly in search of a job, while, as the
of service is usually fixed at about twe
they have in this time lost quite an
i wages. At the end, they are merel
labourers, and if they desire to taked
they must either-work for a long time
the necessary money or send home#
land for funds. The sum and subsy
the whole thing is that the swindlers §
are able to pocket two or three
dollars ou évery .contract of this k
they make, while at the same time d
thelr victims of money that would b
wonderfully ussful in establshing"‘thq
new country.

T

i

E‘g

: R 0% A, 80 .Irg“ ; . A ; : ; : seat myself in my chair .
shé‘eould not be induced - to find accommoda- f e gpriond befg‘r:nll:?‘ '::':'».-' nwl t | mysteriously 10 ‘the gar- gonona evening, and either sleep

g : ' most e

$ion for herself in some of the cottageson the | On one._edge there was a hem ; the other . s , ey - ) i S8 '.“i :
djoining estate, 80 as to give us the house to | three ed‘.gube_ing ,mrﬁ;w It & 2 wdarr e m‘;:ch.&:f%r thoe'hom .".g.n quiet, he |
e ,’su;'m rdvued.“ looked like a piece of out of & and the joiner would conceal themselves ; the |
ma’sm, " she went on $osay, “T am an | garment by the foot being: blacksmith and the fgardener being sef asa
oman as has lived here for nigh twenty | upon it. I felt I had madea b umﬁodwmmtwpdcm
nd [ never gives trouble to mno one. Returning to the fireplace I'5at j to - i grave. ilies i ‘house . Th°'m‘8‘mu°-'h5h‘d""a'
wishes to be tetalone; and I mesns to | think.. It seemed clear to me now t y singular : wretched tri is ide of
am—yes, I means to sfay. visitant, Bowever. he or she had ‘effected an : '
hat 1t wbpld serve no entrance, was Do, spirit. This piece of linen
was certainly. o lying there ‘when I had
closed and barred the window for:the night ;
on, 1 nor could it belong to apparel of any
stories current about the house | member of my househ It was_not un-
hannted, and I hoped, whatever she | likely that it was part of ‘ﬁn& ent

ot it ‘emembared

3
%g.g-ﬁz
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A S
. High-priced Hay in Colorad
Hay is now sélling in San Juan
Col., for $300 per ton. Thatis pret
sup, but is still far behind what was
the Comstock in early days. All o
will remember when hay sold at twel
cents per pound. ~ Green. grass was
tailed at ten cents per pound. In
mer of 1860 an old Frenchman made
little raise at packing grass up from
. District on an old horse. This
bunches, about a rod apart, was al
thickness of a riding-whip and f
eight feet long. Havilig no scales,
man used to count his hay out, @
three to five stalks for a pound. - - W
kind of hay was criticised by his e
the good old man, who did his mewi
hatchet, was wonf’ to say =" Ah
wis you ! Ze bay is a leetle 2
be is®very succulent.  Begides, 1.
‘Nd_wei;?l;- Toevairgeut one bay
SAVAIDY, M, Revaire.”
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of white which I now my
strange visitant wore, 1
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