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ned 10 Peggy

string of

%L(-ne Star Lead; unfortunately escap-
‘ed Irom the menagerie just as the

Peggy's sunbonnet foolish heart of the Blue Cement | child seemed in & fair way of. taming

me untied—so had her right Ridge bad gone out to Feggy Baker, |i  Yet it had been already familiar-

; These were not unusual acci-
S% to a country girl of ten, but as
%4 of her hands were full she felt
jliged to put dowp what she was
carrying. This was farther compli-
“cated by the nature of her burden—a
hali-fledged shrike and a baby gopper
jcked up in her walk It was im-
L ijble to wrap them both in her
on without serious peril to one or
‘the other ;- she could not-put. either
down without the chance of its es-
o _ «]t’s like that dreadful rid-
Qe of the ferryman who had to take
wolf and the sheep in his boat,”
Peggy to herself, ‘‘though I
bion’t believe anybody was  ever SO
silly as to want to take a woll
across the river.”! Baut, inokmg4up,
she Dbeheld . the approach of Sam
Bedel! gix-foot tunnelman of the
«giye Cement Lead,” and, hailing
m, Segged him to hold one of her
EStives. The giant, loathing the
ittle mouse-like ball of fur, chose
he shrike. ‘‘Hold him by the feet,
bor he bites awful,” said Peggy, as
he bird regarded Sam with the dia-
olically intense frown of his species.
Then, dropping the gopher uncon-
ernedly in her pocket, she procesded
o-re-arrange her loilet. The tunnel-
man waited patiently until Peggy
had secured the nankeen sunbonnet
around her fresh but ireckled cheeks,
and, with a reckless display of yel-
Jow flamnel petticoat and stockings
like peppermint sticks, had double
knotted her viciously,
hen he ventured to speak
“Same old. game, Peggy ? Thought
ou got rather disccuraged with your
happy family' arter that new owl o’
purs had gathered 'em in.”
Peggy's cheeks flushed slightly at
his ungracious allusion to a former
ollection of hers, which had totally
isappeased one evening after the in-
roduction of a new member in the
hape of a singularly venerable and
eaceful-looking horned owl
“I could have tamed him too,”’
id Peggy, indignantly, ‘if Ned
yers, who gave him to me, hadn’t
pen training hiai to keep things, and
-let on anything about it t© me.
He was a reg'lar game owl !”
“And wot are ye goin' to do with
he colonel here,”
ng under that gallant title the in-
it shrike, who, with his claws
ply imbedded in Sam’s finger, was
juatting like a malignant hunchback
hd resisting his transfer to Peggy.
Won't he make it rather lively for
e others ! He looks pow'ful dis-
ntented for one so young \
“Phat’s his nater,”’ said Peggy,
omptly. “Jess wait till I tame
jm. Ef he'd been left along o’
ks, he'd gréow up like 'em. He's a.
tcher bird'—wot they call a ‘nine
ller’—kills nine birds a day ! Yes.
ue ez you live ! Sticks 'em up on
horns outside his nest, jest like a

shoe-strings

said Sam,

bein’ good to him and lovin’
said Peggy, stroking the head
he bird with infinite gentleness.
t“That means ycu've got to do all
he butcherin’ for him 7' said the
nical Sam.
Peggy shook her head, disdaining a
rbal reply.
**Ye can't bring him up on
d crackers—like a Polly,’
Sam.
P‘Ye ken do anythin' with critters,
you ain't aleerd of 'em and love
m,”’ said Peggy, shyly
he tall tunnelman, looking down
to the depths of Pegiy's sunbonnet
¢ something
and grave little mouth
him  think s0, oo
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of darker ccncern as her arm

i
indicat- |

his |

persist- 1

the little daughter of the blacksmith,
quite early. There were others of the
family, notably two elder sisters, in-
vincible at picnics and dances, but
Peggy was as necessary to these men
as the blue jay that swung before
them in the dim woods, the squirrel
that whisked across their morhing
path, or the woodpecker who beat
his tattoo at their midday meal from
the hollow pine above them. She was
part of the nature that kept them
young. Her truancies and vagrancies
concerned them not ; she was a law
to hersell, like the birds and squir-
rels. There were bearded lips to hail
her wherever she wént, and a blue or
red-shirted arm always stretched out
in any perilous path
crossing. 4

Her peculiar tastes were an
come of her nature, assisted by her
surroundings. Left a good deal 1o
herself in her infancy, she made play-
fellows of animated nature around
her, without much reference to se-
lectness or fitness, but always with a
fearlessness that was the result of
her own observaticns, and unhamper-
ed by tradition or other children’s
timidity. She had no superstition
regarding the venom of toads, the
pcison of spiders,. or the ear-pene-
trating capacity of ear-wigs. She had
experiences and revelations of her

or dangerous

out~

self, as children do—and one
regard t0 a rattlesnake, partly in-
{duced, however, by
warning of her elders
tioned not to take her bread
milk into the wouods, jand was

was in

the indiscreet

who was once regularly visited by a
snake that partook of her bread and
milk, and who was ultimately found
rapping the head of the snake for
gorging more than his share and not
‘‘taking a poon’ as me do It is
needless to say that this incautious
caution  fired Peggy's

the haunt of a. ‘‘rattler.”
home, but, without making the pre-
tense of sharing it, generously left
the whole to the reptile. After re-

| four days she was amazed one morn-

| the snake — an elderly one with a
dozen rattles—devoutly following her
Alarmed, not for her own safety nor
that of her family, but for the exist-
{ence of her grateful iriend -in danger
of the blacksmith's hammer, she
took a circuitous route leading it
away. Then recalling a bit of wood-

by a charcoal burner, she broke a

snake.
mained motionless without crossing
the slight barrier. She repeated this
experiment on Jater occasions, until
the reptile nnﬁ)erstnnd her ~She

| the experiencg to hersell, but one day
it was withessed by a tunnelman. On
that day Peggy's reputation
made !

From this time henceforth! the maj-
or part of Blue Cement Ridge became
serious collectors- for what
{known as ‘‘Peggy's Menagerie,” and
!lwu of the tunneimen constructed a
gswck inclosure—not hall a mile
{from the blacksmith’'s cabin, but un-
{known to him—for the reception of
specimens. For a long time its exist-
’ience was kept a secret between Peg-
{gy and her loyal friends. Her par-

|
jents, aware of her eccentric tastes

was

Was

i!mly through the introduction of such |
toads, |

{smaller creatures as lizards,
{and tarantulas into

' But here | the family slippérs—had frowned wp-|
8 serious little face took a‘m her zoological studies, Her moth~ | ot

|er fodbd that her woodland

She was cau- |
and |
told |
the affecting story of the little girl|

adventurous |
spirit. She took a bowlful of milk to |
near - her |

land lore once communicated to her |

spray of the white ash and laid it |
before her in the track of the rattie- |
He stopped instantly and re-|

kept |

their house -
in-the round, blue | which usually escaped from their tin |
that lcans and boxes and sought refuge in}

rambles |
Bt down deeper into her pocket,|entailed an extraordinaty wear and |’ O™ nder fhe. whevls of

{ized enough with civilization to in-
{ duce it to stop in its flight and cur-
iously examine the blacksmith’s shop
{ A shout from the blacksmith and a

{hurled hammer sent it flying again,

{ with Mr. Baker and his assistant in|

| full pursuit. But it quickly distanced
{them with its long, tireless gallop,
{and they were obliged to return to
! the forge, lost in wonder and con-
{ jeoture. Kor the blacksmith had re-
{cognized it as a stranger to the lo-
{cality, and as a man of oracular pre-
itension had a startling theory to ac
imunt for its presence. This he cons
E,f!dt‘d to the editor of the local paper
{and the next issue contained an edit
{orial paragraph : ‘‘Our presage of a
i severe winter in the higher Sierras
jand consequent spring floods in
[ valleys has been startiingly -cenfirm
ed ! Mountain wolves have been seen

{in Blue Cement Ridge, and cur es-|

{ teemed . fellow-citizen, Ay
i Baker, yesterday encountered a hall
| starved cub entering his premises in
;.s,parvh of food. Mr. Baker is of the

{ opinion that the mother of the cub, |
stress of weather, |

;drn'en down Dby
| was in the immediate vicinity.”' No-
{ thing but the distress of the only re-
i sponsible mother of the cub—Peggy

+ and loyalty to her, kept Jack Ryder
{ from exposing the absurdity publicly

{ but for weeks the camp fires of Blue |
own—which she kept sacredly to her- |

Cement Ridge shook with the
{pressed and unhallowed joy of
miners, who were in the
cret

But unfertunately for Peggy. the
most favored of her cherished posses
sions was not obliged to be kept se-
cret. That one exception was an In
ldian dog ! This was also a gift, and
{had beeii procured with great ‘‘diffi
{culty’” by a “‘packer’” from an Indian
iencampment on the Oregon [rontier
The *‘difficulty’’ was, in plain Eag-
{ lish, that it had been stolen
{the Indians at some peril
stealer's scalp. It was a mongrel to
all appearances, of

sup
the

guilty - se-

from

no
breed or outward sigmiicance, yet of

i
| a quality distinctly its own. It was |

{absolutely and tcially uncivilized
or the result of a degeneracy no one
knew. It refused to enter a house |

it would not stay in & keunel It

ing on returning to the home to find |

| would not eat in public. but gorged |

ravenously and steaithily in the
shadows. It had the slink of a
|tramp, and in its patched and mol-
tled hide seemed to simuiate
rags ol a beggar.

[ lessness without the aflected limp of |

{a coyote. Yet it had none the
ferocity of barbarians
{ that could gnaw through the stoutest
| rope and toughest lariat, it
It was cring

|ing, without being amiable or sub
| missive ; it was gentle without being
| aflectionate.

| Yet almost insensibly it began to
yield to Peggy's faith and kindoes

{ Gradually it seemed to single her oul
‘as the one being in this yast white
{faced and fully clothed .community
| that it could trust. [t preseatly »#i

llowed her to hall drag, hall lead it
{tc and from school, although on the
| approach of & stranger it would bite
f,thwugh the rope, or frantically en

! deavor to eflace iteel! in Peggy's pet-
| ticoats. It was trying, eves lo the
{child’s sweet gravity, to lace the rid

Teule excived by 1ts apprarance on the
road, and its habit of carrying (%
tail between its legs—at such &8 io
flexible curve that, on the aulbotily
lof Sam Hedell, a misstep caused it
10 “‘turn a back summersaull’'—was
ipainfully  disconcerting. Bul Peggy
lendured all this, as sbe @id the
greater ddngers of the High streel in
| the settlement, where she had oflen,
her own' risk, sbsclutely to drag
Lthe dazed and Dewlldered cresiure
caris and

of

never

{bared them in anger

the !

Ephraim |

to the |

recognised |

. : | Whether this was an heriditary trait|
| peating this hospitality for three or|

the |
It had the tire-|

With teeth |

{ which-contained-her treasupes. Aller
! reading him-a severe lecture on this
{ lagrant |abandonment of his trust,

enforced with great seriouswess and
{an admonitory forefiiger, she was

concerned to see that the animal ap-
ipeared less agitated by her reprool
‘than by sorme other disturbance. He
ran ahead of her instead of at her
heels, as was his usual custom, and
| barked—a thing he rarely did. Pres-

ently she thought she discovered the |

cause of this in the appearance from
{ the wood of a dozen men armed with
They scemed to be strangers,
bt among theht she recoguwized  the
deputy sheriff of the settlement. The
| leader noticed her, and after a word
! two with the others the deputy
{ approached her

“You and Lo had better be scoot-
ing home by the high road, outer
| this—or yve might get hurt,'' he said
hall playfully, hall seriously,

Peggy looked fearlessly &t the men
{and their guus

“Look ez of you was hantin't"'
said curiously

““We are !'” said the leader
I “Wot you huntin'?"

{ The deputy gianted at the others.
[“Bar ' he replied

L Yl l"lww the child with
| the quick resentmient Wwhich a pal
{pable falsehood always provoked in
{her. ““There ain't .m0 bar in ten
imiles ! See yoursell huntin' bar !
Ho 1 :

The man laughed. ‘‘Never you
mind, Missy."” said the deputy, '‘you
trot along !'" He Jaid his hand very
gently on hﬂ(b«d. faced bHer sum
towasZ: the near highway

usual parting pall to her
pigtail, added: “‘Make a bee
line home," and turned away

Lo uttered the first growl known
in his history. Whereat Peggy said,
with loity forbearance, “Serve you
jest right of 1 sed my dog on you '’

But force is no argument, and
Peggy felt this truth even of hersel
and Lo. So she tiotted away. Nev
ertheless, Lo showed signs of hewita-
tion. Alter a few moments Peggy
hersell  hesibated and looked back

guns

o1

shie

honnet
gave the

brown

[trees, and were already lost in ithe
woods. Hat there was more than
{one trail through it, and Peggy knew
it

And here an alarming occurrence
startied her. - A cutiously siriped
brown and white squirrel whisked
past her and ran up & tree, Peggy's
fround  cyes became rounder. These
| was but one squirrel of thal Kind in
fuil the length and breadsh of Biue
| Cement Ridge, and that was in the
menagerie ! Even ax she looked i
| vanished. Peggy faced sbout and ran
{ back 1o the road in the direction of
| the stockade, Lo bousding belore her
Bul apother sutprise awaited het
[There was the clutter of short wings
{under the branches and the sunlight
| lashed upon  the iria throst of &
{ wood-duck a8 it swung out of aight
;p‘»( her,  Put in this single glancy
| Pegay ove ¢f the lalest
fand ' moyt precious of her acquisi-
There was no mintake nphw !
{ With a despairing littde ory W0 Lo
[ “The menagerie’s broks loose!’’ she
;ruu like the wind toward it. She
cared no longer for the masdate of
| the men; the teail she hod taken wis
lout of their wsight; they were peo-
| coeding so slowly and esutiously thai
| she and Lo quickly distanced them in
the wime direction. Bhe would have
yet time Lo reach the stockade snd
| secure whal was jels of ber treasures
| before . they came up and drove ber
Taway., Vet she bad 16 maks a Tong
gircuit W
shop and  cabip before she saw the
Aockade-lifting i fonr-dout walls
around  an  inclosure & doven fest
thicket. But  she ocould e alwo
lying before i, and
even in ber griel and
pick up & roby-theoated lzasd, one
s inte inmates that had stopped
the trail—stiflened :

The men had spread out undec - he |

i

The. child was move interested. than
| irightened .and- more.. curious than
{either.  She  had grasped the sitaa-
tion at a glance. 1t was the bunted
ard the huaters. Sueddenly be start-
ed and reached for his rifle which he
tad apparently set dowa ouiside
when he clhimbed into the stockade.
i He had just caught sight of a figure
{emerging from the wood at a dist-
But the weapon 'was out of
his reach

“"Hand
roughly

But Peggy did not stir.  The lgure
came —fnore - plaiaty anl- QRite wneon-
stiously into full view-an easy shot
at that distance

The man uttered & horvible curse
and turned a threatening fdce ox the
child. But Peggy had seen sowme
thing like that -in animals she - had
captured. She only said, gravely !

“EL you shoot that gun you'll
bring ‘etn all down os you.'

YAH T he domuraied:

“Yes ! a dosen folks with guns like:
yours said Peggy. “You jest
crouch down _apd 1o low’ Dew't
move ! Wateh me : 1

The man dropped below the stock-
ade
unsuspecting  figure, "m ihe
lader  of  the parky; hut deviated

| ance

me

that gun ! he said,

4 white ash tree. - She never know
that in that briel interval (he wound-
G man, aTEr R wdireme sl e

compliment. *
mean,” he said, |
iess limb. 5

Peggy ran swittly toward the |

slightly to snateh & Hiny spray from "

pusseased -himself of his wespon and
for a moment had covered her with
its deadiy muzzle.  She ran on fears
lessly until she saw that she had as-

when she stopped and bogan 1o wave

Lthe white wih wand belore hey.

leader halted, conferred  with &

one bebiind hite-who mh ‘e

tre deputy sheril.  Stepping out he

advanced directly toward Peggy amd

called sharply : ;
“1 told you to geb

Come, be quiek ™

ol this t

“You'd better gt oub yourselt,'” |

sed Peggy.
Yand guicker,
-‘P“Y. v-“‘ﬁ‘ ",h B
“Rattlers.” SR
“Where ' :
"Everywhere  round - pees reg'lar
nest of ‘et ThatS ey
round 1 She - pointed o she right,
and agsin  begah bekting the
brush with ber wand. ;

evident that the'
her  inHubnes

out-but had  boen
glasing i of fnintaes.
Can youm-gel :
be whispesed. =
The stocknde wis
A necessily for Ahe menage
brought him water in & |

tracted the attention of he iender ¥

The deputy’ stopped, stating at the |

little spitetully, ** "
legged rattler!”

The rascal quite

b &

Peggy's heart relented

“Wet you goin' o do
said.  ““You can't siay I8
know. It b'longs to me "
generous, but practical
youra ¥

Yea '
“Mighty rough on ae
Peggy was sltightly

you walk *"

“Na Y ;
“Kin you cvawh ™
UNOY A Iar AR p
YEzx lar o that @
em

“There's a bhom

that clearin’. T Kin §

avoid the blacksmith's | 9

squate, in  the midet of & masianite |

her eyes got rounder
It's—it's—burrered out !
d, breathlessly.

glant leaped briskly to one
“Hol'. on,” said Peggy, ab-
; »-With infinite gravity she
lowed, with her fingers, a seam of

skitt down to the hem, popped

ithe heels ol horses Put this shyness

{tear of ber clothing. A pinafore re-| :
{ . { oot eventuall
duced to ribbons by a young fox, and j . e Enthat. wib 3 d

a straw hat swallowed by a :xwuwik'“l - ‘mp’a‘mm" P“"IM(:‘“:»
{tain kid, did not seem 1o be a nat- by ‘m.’:‘ . M»u s tions
ural ingidnt to an ordinary walk wimum imperiect pr;w?

the schoolhouse. Her sisters thought %m SOREE M i shama. S8 m'n(l»
her tastes “low,”’ and her |Barly SO comnt. defdiies e -y

familiar |
remo i be
S associalion with the miners | it “im m:"‘h o biind
i qmgkly under it, and produced, isistent with their own dignity e
& sigh of relief, the missing go- |

incon- |
But |
1 ‘ ber  deviations from the
Peggy went regularly to school, was
| { a0l her t ewcur-
ta fair scholar in elementary studies school path, more distan

{ tradl,”

: | sions were all- mysteriously known 1o
fvhtt she_ knew of natural hmtu;y,gmm‘ g e 1 Mo sdases poee
in h.ct, quite startled her teachers) ;| o oo oo in this one laculty. Ko
and being only a teachable child, was | oo you unexpected or uslamiliar
allowed some latitude. As for Peggy | ipe itenerary, ‘Lo, the poor Indisa’
herself she kept her own faith WA~ |5 the men Bed nicknamed bim (in
shaken ; her little cn','td,k whose shib- Yponﬂlh allusion ' to~ his “antatored
jboleth wis not ‘““to be afraid” of ijipd™) ~ always arxived promptly

God's creatfites but to ““love 'em,” and silently. ;
sustained her through reprimand, | T4 was to this singular lacuily thay,
torn clothing, and, it is to be feared, | Peggy owed one of her strangest ex- |
e el -,y p e
Yhe loved ones themselves. ¢ was returning from an errand 10|

The unsuspected contiguity of the [the village when she was startied by stockade
“‘Menagerie’’ to the house had its |the appi $ of Lo in ber path. ,

{
drawbacks, - and once pearly exposed |For the reasor aiready Jm she wim
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"Tﬁ’ll do," said Sam, in fearful
‘":ﬁll. ‘“Mebbee you'll make
ML o8t o' the Colonel, too, But
never ook stock in that there owl.
P Was 100 durned seli-righteous for
decent hirg. Now, run along afere
ythin' else fetches loose apain. So

1

ity on the Uy i
of June. 4

patied the top of the sunbonnet
'€ a little pull {0 the shcrt brown
that hung behind her tempting-

S : ®hich no miner was ever known
MP AN g nd watched her futter off
Al =% her spoils. He had done 50|

MY times  before, for the, great,
. 4
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