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THE cnoﬁsa}m OF AMERICA. g

In the conoludmg a.rtml/e’of the series in
reference to the Maritime provinces we will de-
vote a few words; to Halifax, the “Cronstadt of
America.” ;

Halifax, hke other larger cities/of the
Maritime provmces is -somewhat" disappoint-
ing at first acquaintance. Its tortuous streets,
narrow sidewalks and blocks of rusty-looking,
wooden buildings do not quite come up to one’s
expectations of what Cronstadt or the entry-
port to our great Dominion ought to be. Like
Kingston, Ontario, Halifax has been cursed by
having too much: easy government money spill-
ed around and the result, we fear, has been io
breed up a numerous class of citizens who pa-
tiently wait for further legislative favors but
who lack the initiative .to get out-and turn
things upside down for themselves. -
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Halifax, as the Cronstadt of America, ' and
the station of the British fleet.in North Ameri-
can waters is probably well fortified. But . one
might-tour ali~around the premises and-net-be-
come aware of any suchffact. There is a citadel
to be sure at the summit of the central hill
around which the city clusters but to all other
external appearances Halifax is as innocent
of means of protection ag is Belleville.

Quebec more nearly fits into our ideas of
what a fortified ecity ought to be like. Massive
walls, crowning precipitous heights, rows of
port-holes with black-mouthed guns bidding
defiance to all comers, martello towers—these
are the fitting accompaniments ' of the true
Cronstadt or Gibraltar of our earlier imagina-
tion.

The idea behind the defensive system of
1918, however, is not to erect great forts  of
masonry with tremendous rock-faced ramparts
and bastions. The present war has demonstrat-
ed that such toys form a fine target for modern
artillery and afford about as much protection
to defending forces as though they were com-
posed of cardboard.

Concealment, camouflage, hasty disappear-
ances are characteristic of modern warfare
and modern fortifications. Halifax, you may
be sure, is amply fortified’ but the means and
methods of defpnce are not .visible-to the cas-
ual wayfarer and, we may add, they are not ,at
the present.time paraded before admiring visi-
tors. : ’
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|propriated and then - wrecked. Between

itis .
three mﬂ!os' unay Thousands of windows ate
still boarded up, Hot yet having lmd the glass
restored. Even this one feature of restoration
has entailed an'enormous amount of werk and

| expense.

"‘Every resident of Hahfax can relate ~the
most thrilling « experiences follong the dis-
aster.. Te¢ évery man, woman and child who
hved through that terrible morning the  ap-
palling events are sered into the memory and
have left an impression, all-absorbing in' its
pathos and tragedy. )
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As-the most easterly gateway to Canada,
with the finest harbor in the world:Halifax
may be pardoned for entertaining dreams . -of
greatness and “of rwalry to"Montreal, = New
York and Boston,

The government of Sir Robert Borden did
gomething towards making the vision of great-
nesg become reality. ‘His government woted
$35,000,000 to create new téerminals for the In-
tercolonial .railway at Halifax, with a station
in keeping with so generous a donation . and
dockage facilities for dozens of the 'largest
ships that ply the seven seag and warehouse
accommodation for the commerce of “an em-
pire. )

. The project is being carried out in , the
main, despite the war. Werk was commeneced
in 1912 and is - still proceeding. Eighty-five
acres of land have been expropriated, much
of it thickly built upon by the city. One hun-
dred and fifteen acres of water surface  will
eventually be made up and reclaimed ‘thus
giving 200 acres for terminal yards, = sheds,}
station, quays and piers. A double-track line
of railway has been constructed by a new belt-
line around the city. A passenger station ~ for
temporary use is being constructed and - will
suffice until after the war. In the clearing of
the land area for the site many hundreds of
business blocks and dweling houses were ex-
the
destruction caused in that- way and by the
great explosion, -housing accommodation in
Halifax is now at a great premium.

As to the wisdom or lack of wisdom in
spending so much money to create terminals at
Halifax, deponent ventureth no opinion.
Canadian Pacific refused to become parties to
the agreement and still insist on using St.
John ag their winter port.
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On December /6th of last year a disaster
visited Halifax that was the most serious of its!
kind that ever befell the human race.

In an instant of ﬁme, where there had
been streéts lined with comfortable homes
people hastening 'along the walks in the chill
air of early winter and all the pulsating. life of
a large city—in one instant there was chaos,
ruin, agonising cries, death.

The Belgian relief steamer, “Imo,” ‘com-
ing down the harbor, collided with the ‘“Mont
Blanc” as the latter was working its way up
the harbor towards Bedford basin where there
.was plenty of room and safe anchorage. The
Mont Blanc was loaded with the most powerful
of ‘explosives, said to have been the product of
the British Chemical Company’s plant at Tren-
ton.

The exploslon that followed shortly after :

the collision created a scene of havoc and
horror beyond the power of pen to describe. The
details of this unparalleled calamity are still
too fresh in the minds of the public to require
repetition.

One thousand homes were levelled to the
ground and as many more were rendered un-
inhabitable. By January 1, 1918, there were
recovered the bodies of 1196 dead. Remains are
still being taken from the-ruins. In the  week
prior to our visit several bodies were discover-
ed beneath the debris. The total of deaths
eventually will probably reach 1400. The pro-
perty loss is estimated at $15,000,000.

The devastated area, which covers about
a square Yhile, still remains much the same as
the great convulsion and the subsequent-
left it, except that some of the debris has been
cleared away. Ther_e has been as yet no real
attempt at rebuilding: ;

‘The material loss - has been fully made
good by gifts from the British, American, and
Cansadian ‘governments and from othér gov-
ernments and cities,

The ‘work of restoration has been placed
in the hands of a capable committee but  the
committee -encountered many knotty prob-
lems that gave them great difficulty to solve.
For instance many of the owners and tenants
wished ‘to secure reimbursement for their loss
and then ‘decamp to some other city. To that
the committee objected. ‘They insisted on hay-
ing the money spent right there in rebuilding
at Halifax.

The fine old terminal station of the Inter-
colonial railway is still roofless from the ex-
plosion and the roof will not be restored. The
offices will be shortly moved to the temporary
- station being erected at the sonth end of the
city. : e

There was scarcely a sound pané of glass
Jeft in the enmtire city of Halifax after the ex-
plosion. - It is said that even in the hardware
stores the crated glass was ghattered. Panes of

firet-

{ ' Our stay at Halifax was all too brief for
'there are about this ancient capital;-with ' its
istorled, past, a.host of features“of absorbing in-
terest,
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Our route. home was by way of the Na-
tional Transecontinental railway frem Grand
Falls, N.B. to Quebec city. We had Been in-
formed that the N. T. was a rough route for
the venturesome wayfarer and that the road
had been allowed to deteriorate for lack: of
financial support.

The -warning was scarcely needed. - We

found the roadbed smoother than one might
expect on so new a line and the train service
good, -aside’ from the absence of sleepirg-car
-accommodation.
The route from Moncton to Quebec by the
N. T. R. is not one to be chosen for scenic or
other interest. :For the most part the line is
through uninhabited - forests ~and swamps
somewhat depressing in their monotony.

Since the completion. of the great Quebec
bridge the . Transcontinental has become a
great freight carrier, 'many - through trains
daily passing over the jroute with'its easy
grades. One train a day each way 'is the sum
total of present passenger traffic.

D0 0O
As one of the first, if not the first resident
of Belleville to pass over the new Quebec
bridge perhaps we may be pardoned for in-
terjecting a few words in reference to that
great triumph of engineering.
We. had , expected that our train ' would
the structure at a snail’s
Imagine our surprise when the

creep along over
pace or less.

clip of at least fifteen miles anm hour. Although,
the central span is the widest cantilever or
truss span in the world, there was no sense of
vibiation, whatever beneath the train. Had it

the steel-work we might have believed we
were pa,ssing over solid rock. Last week the
bndge was officially tested and subjected to
an enormous strain and satistamoﬁly gave -a
compléte vindiecation of itself
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The Quebec bridge has required 18 years
to ‘complete. Construction was begun away
back in 1900. Seven years later, on August 29,
1907, the south cantilever ‘arm collapsed and
carried nearly a hundred of the workmen to
their doom. New plans were called for ~and
the Dominion government undertook to carry
out and complete the Work as a govenment un-
dertaking.

The work was sublet m the St. Lawrence
Bridge Company. Everything proceeded. satis-
faetorily until the central span, 640 feet long,
was being hoisted to its place on September-ll

ot
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_appantus gwee way, the span allpped crumpled
up and fell ind the Hyer. -

: showied no detécts in the

; any determined to
carry out. the work on the system already de-
vised. . On Sept. 20, 1917, the great central|
span weighmg *5000° tons was successtuliy
hoisted to its place and riveted fast. ;
- The ngbec bridge is probably the most
wonderful - ei eering feat -of the twentieth
century. I ‘central span is 1800 feet wide, or
90 feet wxder than the great span of the famous
Forth- brl&ge in Smtland The trusses at the
main piers are 310 feet high and tower above
the surrounding country. / The bridge floor is
150 feet higher than the river, at high tide.

tion for two rallways a driveway for vehicular
traffic and two - concrete sidewalks for pedes-
trians. There were used in the construction of
the bridge 66,000 tons of steel and 106,000 cubic
yards of masonry. The quantity of stone used
in the main and anchor piers is greater than
that used in, the foundations of all the , build-
ings in the City of Quebec. The bridge, com-
plete, will -cost about $15,000000. It shortens
the distanee by rail between Halifax and Win-
nipeg by 200 miles. hEFRE
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We must not close this series of articles
without saying a word in reference to the ad-
mirable train service maintained on the Ca-
'nadian Government railways. In former days,
before the great awakening in 1896, the Inter-
colonial wag the sport of politicians and a high-
.class model of inefficiency and ' mismanage-
ment. Today the Intercolonial is among the
best managed and -best equipped on the conti-
nent. Its roabed is smooth as velvet and its
daily train, “Ocean Limited,” is the last word
in comfort, speed, and .superb quality. The
route from Montreal to the sea, via the Inter-
colonial, is one of the most plcturesque and
fascinating in America. -

In reference to the railways we must also
mention the many kindnesses we received from
the Canadian Pacific, the Dominion Atlantic
and the - Halifax Southweéern, (the latter a
subsidiary line of the Canadian Northern sys-
tem). - Everywhere we  received the = utmost
courtesy and attention. from, officials and train
crews. Im fact it seemed to give all of them

The ‘bridge ‘is 88" Teet wide gi'vuig ‘accommoda- |

“trav lln b ‘their - respectivg\
land’ to make el 2 . B¥ Denm‘tment.ot A‘m‘m‘re’ ]
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mutes a continuous enjoymentﬁl ‘
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And now we conclude. If these very trag-
mentary _and inadequate observatlons of onrs
serve to expand the ideas of any of our ;‘on rs
in* reference to our country and its rich
illimitable resources our writing will not have
been. in vain.

It is to-be feared that many of us  On-
‘tarians have been accustomed to think of ' the
eastern provinces as effete, unprogressive, and
inconsequential. - In our minds we have been
too long accustomed to regard Canada as com-
posed of Ontario, the Prairie provinces, Bri-
tish Columbia. and a few canfte nkerous French-
men in uobec‘

In our faulty and" 1gnorent calculatlons ‘of
Canadian national greatness the’ Mu.ﬂtlme pro-
vinces scarcely-entered at all. The editor of
th/is,g.\f. j. has come to realise that we  have
in the provinces down by the sea a priceless
possession that complete and round out the
Canadian heritage. If we have succeeded  in
conveying to our readers a partial sense of the
pleasures, thé surprises, the profits and . the
expanding vision that have been. ours, our
efforts will have beén more than repaid.

In looking back over this series of articles
we find there are vast numbers of details and
interesting facts that we have not touched up-
on. We have refrained from tedious amplifi-
cation for fear of wearying our readers. We
might for instance have  referred more espe-
cially to some of the great men who owned the
Maritime provinces as their birth-place; “men
like Admiral William Sims, a Nova Scotian,
who now commands the United States fleet in
the war zome, men who ha won the applause
of listening senates or become’ world-famoug in
the fields of literature, art, education, finance,
statesmanship, or commerce. ~“We might have
referred to such interesting facts ag the custom
they have all through the Maritimes of taking
the left side of the road when automobiles’ or
carriages pass one another. ‘We might have
spoken of the high standard of edueation, par-
ticularly in the Annapolis valley where every
tenth farmer is said to be qualified to write B.
A after his name. We would fain have delved
into these and kindred toplcs at ~ greater
length, but will refrain in the hope that the

-~

pleasure to answer our multitudious questions

inquisitive and truth-seeking reader may go
and learn for himself,

r

WHAT OF RUSS

Written for The Ontario by Chas. M. Bice, Lawyer, Denver, Calorado

!of the celery come €ven with the sur-
fice of the ground The plants are
set close together in the row,'but each
rov_v is ‘separated by soil. Before se-
.vere frosts, the plants are covered
3 with a heavy layer of straw and when
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“The Allied armies in the west

aid her in her contest with the Al-|

cold weather sets in with about fif-
|teen inches of soil.

' plague the

engineer pulled out over the river at a smart|

have snatched the offensive from the
enemy and thereby deprived him of
his liberty_ of action. And as the as-
sault proceeds the Allied armies are
being reinforced by American div.-
sions far beyond' the losses sustain-
ed by the conflict. - Germany has no
reservoir of her own to draw on,
and her sole hope is Russia. Can
aid come from that quarter in'num-
bers sufficient to count?

of the war was Germany’s forced
Brest-Litovsk treaty, seconded by tic
equally brutal and tactless Rouman
ian treaty.  Both are coming back to
party that compelled
them. s

If Germany had known, $ix or sev-
en months back, what is now: taking
place on the western front her over-
lords would have been carefui i.
dealing - with disheartened, abject
Russie and Rowmania. The “pound
of ﬂeqh" exaction would have be'n
held in gbeyance. 'A treajy would
have beéll submitted that would have
held in power the twin Bolshevi.:
leaders, playing the German gamsé.
enabling Lenine and Trotzky to ap-
peal to the Russian people for sup-
port. Instead, Germany, believing
that victory Wwould be won on the
western front by mldeummer, 1928
appeared in her true colorsi and took
the “pound of flesh”’ fram Russia's
thigh "there and then. Now all that
Germany can hope for are curses,
growing/ louder as her armies back
away frem the Allies in the west,
from both Russia ands Roumania,

iplayed so freely into the hands of the
Hun agents a few mnths back are
discredited, and soon: ‘they will be of
no use whatever to the couniry that

of pewer. Germany cannot appeal !

The “supreme diplomati¢ biunder |’

who are, but. waiting ‘their ‘time tp|
not been for the metallic sound echoing gan—.mke back.  The Bolshevists ‘that

established them on the dizzy. heigits

to the SOVletS to return to arms smdI

lied enemy, after the selfish treat-
ment accorded those countries. If
the aristocracy and the monarchists
of Russia should join the Hohen-
zollern armies an offset would be|

found immediately within Russia it-
self.

ition and that of our allies respect-
ing Russia?

No less an authority than former
President Taft is. of the belief that
if a government existed in" Russia,
think of it, questioning a government
for nearly 200,000,000 people, most-
ly “illiterate!—we and our
would be at war with Russia. Tech-
nically, we are invaders; practizal-
1v, the» landing of troops is declared
to be an act of war against the Bol-
sheviki.

The AMNied nations have gone to
Russia, after the waste of months in
fruitless debate on whether the Len-
ine-Trotzky aufocracy represented
the Rusian people and whether we
nad the 'theoretical right to inter-
vene,  to whip Germany and save
Russia. Our slender armies will
serve as a rallying ground for the
people who are determined to be rid
of German-Bolshevist slavery.

The nucleus of ‘revolt is found in

allies

the Czecho-Slovak armies and scat:
tering Russian bands who are awak-|

ening . from their dream of April
1917. Against the anti-German army
is to be found Austrian and German

that has always favored Hun domin-
ion of Russia.  Mr. Taft regrets that

Russian .pelicy of . fatetul import
witheut. having. a well-defined pro-
gram. A stiffening of Russia would
be a powerful lever in the west.

e —————

First Assistant :Secretary of War
;Crowell ‘has been made United States
iDiréctor of Munitions.

e

The Winlermg of
Veuelallles for Seed

One of the slmplest and most ‘suc-
cesstul methods of wintering cabbage
is to place the plants side by side,
heads up, in a trench ‘or pit, the top
of the heads being about. six inches
below the levél
trench being refilled with soil to the
bottom of the heads. Put about a
foot of straw over the heads and when

f* the ground, the
9

cold weather sevts in ‘put from six to
eight” mches of soil over the straw,
Forest’ lea¥es ‘would probably .prove
as satisfactory as straw.: When win-
fers are not very severe, _or where a
heavy eovering of snow is fairly.sure,
the cabbage may be simply heeled in
with the heads abbve ground and the

1just before severe frosts.”

Good results  have ‘heen obtained'
,by wintering celery for seed. purposes’
as follows:
{trench deep enough so that the tops

In the meantime what’is our pos- |

prisoners and Finns.and an element |

we have so far “shuffied in” to the|

|
| When Harvesting beets, carrots,

iparsnips, salsify and turnips the tops
‘Ishould be cut to withing two inches
jof the end of the specimen, thus leav,
ling the central shoot, A pit in which
good success has been obtained in
|\vinterinz roots is made as follows: A
hole is dug of the necessary dimen-
sions, six inches deep, in a ~ well-
drained. place, poles are laid on the
ground ang covered with boards, leav-
ing about five inches of air space
under the flooring. A sink hole three
feet deep is dug six feet awa§ from
the pit." An inverted trough-shaped
pipe connecting this hole with the air
space under the pit provides ventila-
tion and drainage. The roots are
put in bags to separate them better
and piled three tiers high, running to
a peak. A peaKed roof of boards is
put over the pit;high enough above
the bags (o allow fifteen inches of
straw to be phcked in between; over
th€ roof is put a light coat of straw
and then fifteen inckes of soil. A vent
‘hole nine inches square is left in the
(L-gztre of the doof. Before hard frost
sink hole is filled .with straw and
covered with boards and twelve in-
ches of soil: ;
The foregoing information is given
in a leaflet, written ‘hy the Dominion
Horticulturist, and which ean be had

free from the Puplications

How Wolmds Heal

NATURE'S PROC‘Essms PLAY 3
LARGE PRAT IN THE
OPERATION

-Few people have any idea .
wonderful prpcess by ‘which wou-
heal. Stitching, dressing, et re
important, operations, but non. .
them can make good the damag -
replace the Toss of tissue in a w4
This is the work of our good fri:-
in the blood, the white corpuys
the ‘‘scavengers”, so ‘called beo
they destroy disease’ germs.

When a wound is made, : e
broken, a nerve torm, etc., : 8
chiefly bv these curpuscles finding
their way out of fhe blood ve:igy
into the surrounding tissues tha -ha
injuries by bullet or bayonet ar ro
paired. The union of broken b nes,
‘nerves, skin, etc., is effected hy ip,
corpusecles finding their way inv e
tcoagulated blood which
the injured parts.

They throw out what are .. g
“processes’, become fixed and g
each. other. A new tissue is 1y
formed, which - becomes endoveg
with blood vessels. Fibres foliow,
and these serve to keep the ™m
tissues of the wound in what ic -y
gically called “opposition.”’

In this tissue, in the case f ,
broken bone, bomne salts are depos-
ited; where nerves have heen 1orm
by a bullet, nerve fibres gzrow, .ng
so on. These fibres in the couree of
healing - contract, and it is by *hat
power of contraction that the .. geg
of a2 womnd are brought togetner
and united. :

llemanded the Limit

Hal Chase, the
erratic baseball star, is out of the
game, and he went out. under a
cloud, with a name besmirched.

Why? Simply because he did nol
put his heart and soul into the
game. He did not play * fair. He
was not honest with himself or his
public. ; !

In this terrible time, civilization
is démanding its best from every in-
dividual. He must have his heart
dand soul in this struggle. ' Baseball
demanded the limit from JHal Chase,
and did not get it. In the same way
this war demands the: limit; frem al¥
e ““hgflons * &.ugzgad—dot- men,
money, munitions and food,~—and te
win we must give it.

Canada’s .crop must _be
every bushel and every
Lend a hand.
men.

Cobb’s and Collms Jobs

Ty. Cobb for the gas and flame

division of the American Army and
Eddie Collins for the Navy. That’s
the lay out now. The two greatest
players the game has produced in a
decade have selected hard jobs for
themselves in the great series, re-
flecting credit on them and honor-
ing the game., This is in marked
cohtrast of the ““Safety First” boys,
who are more fond of dividend issues
than the issue of the world struggle.
The example of thése two men
will be followed by others, and will
help the game.
There {is a great deal to do in
winning this war. Saving food and
producing focd are two essential
jobs for everybody. Saving the 1918
harvest is Canada’s most pressing
chore right now, and it’s up to every
able-bodied man to do what he can.
Farm help is - scarce. Get into the
game.
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SUrroyady

brilliant, bHut

saved—
pound.
{The farmers need

Stirlingshire has about thirty
thousand applications for sugar fer
jam. making.
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tried for both these animals.
the gas and run about howling.

found ‘dead in quantities, which,

Investigations of the effects of the poisonous gases useC
an gas atacks, says “Our Dumb Animals,” shows that horses
suffer much from the noxious fumes and subsequently throwr
into a state of nervous terror on a.gain scenting them.
are more inclined to stand their ground and appear as if trying
not to breathe. Gas helmets of 4 kind have been successfulls
In the trenches are many ani-
mals kept by the soldiers as pets.

Mules

~Of these, cats quickly scent
Guinea pigs are the first ©

succumb. Bats and mice emerge from their holes and ar*

‘as the soldiers say, is the o]

advantage of a gas attack by the enemy Poultry of all kind:
are useful for giving warning, ducks and fowl become agita:®

ten minutes or so before the oncoming gas clouds. Many ki

of wild birds are greatly excited, and the usually unruffled -

becomes, as it were, half demented. -Only the sparrow sec '

latter covered with ‘leaves or straw!to - disregard. the poisonous vapor,

(where horses are asphyxiated

and sparrows chirp
and bees,: butterflies, cater

ars ,ants and beetles die off\in great numbers. The gas at «

many mches below the ground.

\

The plants are set in a, kills snakes, and earth worms are found dead in their !

T <over,
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