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' JUSTICE TO FRENCH CANADA. * -
- In answer to querie&dn_the .Hduse ot Gom
m. ,Genemk Sam, ' : '

dustriously carried on all over Ontario. We
-will let Hansard tell its own story,—

Mr. PROULX When he, with some-mili-
.tary men from Montreal; came on a ‘deputa-
tion last fall to see the Prime Minister and the
Minister of Militia,.did not that deputation
ask permission to form a French Canadian
Contingent?

Major General HUGHES: I think:so, and
we gave them permission and they formed a
eplendid regiment. It is under Colonel Pa-
quet at Amherst.

Mr. PROULX: Was not permission given
%0 form only a regiment?

Major General HUGHES:
that was asked for.

Mr. PROULX: Did. they not ask permis-
sion to organize a brigade?

~Major General HUGHES: I have no re-
eollection of their asking permission to or-
ganize a brigade. They would have to organ-
ize a regiment, because a brigade is-composed
of regiments. Our French Canadian fellow-
eountrymen gave splendid service in: the first
eontingent. ' The Maritime Provinces Regi-
ment, the Québec Corps, the Montreal Corps,
the Northwest Corps and some of the Ontario
Corps have a number of our French Canadian
fellow-countrymen with.:them glvmg good

That was all

service. Colonel Meighen speaks in hlgh
termz of them €olonel Farquhar spoke in
thre nighest terms of Liedtenaunt Papineau.
Those who have written home irom the fronf,
all speak in the highest terms of the French
Canadian boys: We hm the 22nd Regiment;.
we huave anotber gigeent organiied under
Colonel Ar(h:unh:,;ult who was given com-|
mand some days 4ago.
ing to.form wiother ane. It will.only be ¢
few days uniil it is foimed. That will make
three regiments composed solely of French
Canadians. I venture to predict that they
will do splendid service at the front.

Mr. CARVELL: ‘I am very glad to hear

the minister make that statement, because

‘there has been a campaign carried on in cer-

tain portions of Canada for the last six

months alleging that the French-Canadians
‘have not done their duty in this war.

Major General HUGHES: And the Eng-
Hsh Canadians too.

~ Mr. Carvell: I bave heard it dozens of
timés. I have read it in the newspapers in
the Maritime Provinces friendly to the Gov-
ernment, and it has been the one unpleasant
aspect of the discussion of this ‘war ‘in the
public press of Canada. In the first place I
am glad that the hon. minister makes that
statement and in the second place I con-
gratulate him very highly for having ‘the
manhood to stand up and tell the exaet truth.
I hope that when this war is over, we shall
hear no more in Canada about the French-
Canadians not having done their duty.

Major General HUGHES: There has been
all sorts of tittle-tattle, but we do not pay any
attention to it. There are some who say that
the British-Canadians have not done their
duty. The first reginiénts ‘which went for-

ward were made up-of British-born-men who

bad settled in the West, but. they were practi-

cally Canadians, having lived in this country|

for five or six years or more. I can point to
many French-Canadians and British-Canadi-
ans who have done splendid service. 1 just
want to say that there is nothing whatever in
the stories that have been sent out. Every
Canadian whether British: or French, has
_done his duty splendidly.

Mr. PROULX: I am glad that the facts
have been elicited, and that the hon. minis-
ter has acknowledged that the French-Cana-
dians have done their duty as well as those
of other nationalities have done. I can cor-
roborate what my hon. friend the member for
Carleton has just said. I have read in many
English newspapers in this country allega-
tions that the French Canadians have been
very remiss in enlisting.

Mr. MARCIL: I desire to ask the Minister
of Militia a question for information with re-
gard to the enhstmg of French-Canadians.
1 understand that in the first.contingent there
was a very large proportion of French-Cana-
dians. What was the number?

Major General HUGHES: We have never
made up the statement on the lines of nation-
ality.

Mr. MARCIL: I undestand there were
fully 2,500. :

Major General HUGHES: I do not know.
We have not taken the figures-that way.

(‘o‘!v-nei Paquet is go- b

Mr. MARCIL: I understood that three

rmm the N west.

Major General HUGHES Not that I“am ;

© ‘impressed by the symp
‘from Prescott (Mr. Prou },but I ,r,,.;ealwm
" been proud of my w=counts g

French-Canadians, sifce the outbreak
. war; ‘They know that. I have said behind
the scenes what I state openly that I am
proud of the splendid way our fnen-have come
forward. -For the first contingent the country
boys all over had no opportunity to enlist, for
‘“it: was raised very rapidly; the news hardly
reached 'the remote settlements. before.the
regiments ‘were full. I passed a French-Cana-}
dian sta:gm ‘between helre a;udaﬁ Valcartier and
s saw ‘on‘the platform a lot of fine young men.
ed if" ’p:. their én{xaﬁgonetogh

o bon, frie

"!f&nwu wdokto'-' t
did not know how to enlist. ‘1 b
" brought to the attention of ‘the officers, and
-inside & week fourteen of -those. boys joined
the corps. ‘There was a splendid response
wherever, the boys had an opportunity:” The
same was true of Ontario among the English-
speaking population. ~But they had really no
opportunity to get into the ﬁrst oontingent

~Mr. MARCIL: I take it that from what
‘the minister has-said, allowing for the num-
"ber who volunteered in the first contingent,
the French-Canadian regiments that are be-
ing formed, the men that-are enlisting'in the
Maritime “Provinces -and the West, and the
men who went with the medical corps and|
other bodies, close upon 10,000 French Cana-
dians must have enlisted for this war.

Ma]or General HUGHES I could not
give. the figures, but there are 3,000 infantry
men and 4,000 or 55000 others and probably
more

Mr MARCIL I make this remark in ]us—
tice to the men whohave enlisted and to the
province' of Quebec. Many things appear in
the French Canadian press which are not
read in the other provinces, but unfortunate-
ly the people of other provinces do not read
the French Canadian press of Quebec. They
do not get the information which they ought
to have. Last night I congratulated the hon.
member for Welland (Mr. German) upon the
contributions from Port Colborne, in his
constituency. . But the remarkable fact is
that the provmce of Quebec has contributed
$1,450,000 to-the Patriotic Fund, while On-
tario, with a population of about a million
greater has eontributed only $1,200,000. Tak-
ing into aceount the population and resources
of the people, I think Quebec has done mag-
nificently.

' Major General HUGHES: I have never
brought these questions. up; frankly, I have
dodged them, as I believe that it is in the pub-
lic interest to discuss them only when the is-
sue is properly before the people. T would
point out that many of the splendid English-
men, Scotchmen and:Irishmen who came to
Canada were single men, whose relatives were
not with them. They were living on home-
steads in the Northwest, working on the rail-
ways, in the mines and forests, as laboring
men or farmers; - a8 mechanies in the cities
and towns. They had no incumbrances, and
the moment the call to arms came, they were
ready to jump into harness. Our boys on the
farms . had to' think about it. They did
come on -in splendid numbers, though; the
regiment commanded by Colonel:Watterson
of Quebec, which comes from .the eastern
part of the province of Ontario was made up
entirely of boys from the farms of Ontario;
so with other Ontario regiments. iJere is an-
other phase oi-the matter read the Canadian
casualty . lists and you will be amazed when
you observe how many United States-born
.volunteers are fighting with the Canadian
troops. A couple of dozen of persons from the
United States have already fallen at the front.
There are hundreds of Americans in the ser-
vice, fighting not for the adventure, but for the
priticiple of liberty. - From the outset I have
recognized, publicly and privately, that our
French Canadian fellow countrymen have
done splendid service. We are organizing
another French Canadian regiment; another
could be filled-inside of a week, and still an-
other one immediately afterwards, if it were
;equlred They are doing their duty splendid-
y

No worthy or beneficent purpose is to be
attained by circulating reports about any of our
fellow-Canadians that have no basis in fact.

It is presumable that all these discreditable
statements and rumors have been put into mo-
tion with a view to damage the prestige of the
great Liberal leader, to show that he was dis-
loval to the British cause and therefore an un-
safe man to entrust with the formation of a
government. ’

The only section or French Canada that has
not done its duty is the Nationalist wing of the
Conservative party. It was from a member of
this alliance that the only protest against as-
sisting the Allies has-been made in the House
of Commons. He was but voicing the senti-
ments of his leader, Henri Bourassa.

However it was a most creditable thing for
the Minister, of Militia, himself a prominent
member of the Orange order, to arise-and refute
the falsehoo_ds that have been so widely pub-
lished.

No good cause needs to be fortified by false-
hood.

elthe Aisne River, betmn thn

them, it is !t to foresee for them a speedy

The oust: of the rewnt enequnter at Neuve
Chapelle in which the British troops were vic-
torious, plainly indicates the price in men and
‘materisl which will' have to be paid for every
direct step in advance The results of the fight-
ing in-Champagne are even more signiﬂeant
The naturat conditions there, farther south and
farther inland, have been much more favorable
to field operations There, at the base of the
ftriangle formed by the sharp northerly bend of

rgonne Fores
nd Berry-au-Bac, a quarter of a‘million Frenct
W?@W peendmtﬂi ’lhv after day, durins
mﬁny weeks, for a gain of ground which, so far
as actual distance is concerned can only be
measured in yards.

Many more men have been fighting there
than took part in the battle of Waterloo, which
was decided in a single day. Probably the loss
of life has been much greater than at Waterloo.
True, the French claim to have secured a num-
ber of important strategic positions which will
‘be of material advantage hereafter, but it is
.abundantly evident that the Germans are as
determined as they are well prepared to' con-
 test every foot of advancement in that direction.
And that is the: most promising point of attack
for the Allies in the whole 300 mile line of west-
ern entrenchments. There they are nearest
to the southern-German lines of communication
which, could they.but cut them, would leave
the German forces to the West 1solated and
largely defenceless. -

The Germans, it is quite obvious, have not
been idle in the enforced time-marking of the so-
called winter campaign. They have not only
been organizing and marshalling vast new for-
ces, but they have been strengthening with sci-
entific industry .every vulnerable point in their
lines. From Southern Alsace to the Belgian
coast they have with ceaseless energy been en-
trenching and fortifying, everyv assailable posi-
tion. Their holdings in France and Belgium
have been converted into one mighty fortress,

most, s;nlfu}qstra.tegy and the most potent f

such force will be forthcoming. We expressed
the opinion at the beginning of the war that the
outcome would depend largely upon general-
ship. We have had no cause to change that
opinion since then. The situation at'the very
outset was saved by consummate French and
British generalship. . It was that generalship
which led up to. and won the all-important vic-
tory of the Marne—the turning point of the
war, whatever may come hereafter. Had it not
been for that victory the Germans would have
attained Paris only a little behind their appoin-
ted time. France would have been crushed be-
fore Britain could have organized her effective
support; and Russia’s forces would have been
shattered while in process of mobilization. It
was French and British generalship which saved
everthing, at the Marne. It was British heroism
and British daring in leadership which saved
the day at Ypres, the most crucial of all the bat-
tles fought since the beginning of the war.

The Germans had no outstanding military
figure among them at the beginning of the war.
None has since come to light or been developed.
A number of plodding and more or less capable
generals they undoubtedly have, but no -out-
standing military leader. For a great occasion,
such as this, a Man is always imperatively de-
manded. The German system almost precludes
the possibility of the Man’s appearance. The
Kaiser occupies his place, and is not to be ousted
from it. And the Kaiser has shown himself no
more fitted to shine in arms than in diplomacy
This is the most encouraging: feature of the
whole situation for the Allies. They have real
generalship on their side. They have at least
equal, and may soon have superior forces with
them. Therefore they are assured of ultimate
success. But they cannot be at.-all assured of
speedy victory although there is no occasion
as yet to abandon hope of it. At the very worst
they can continue to hold their own where they
are, and compel the Germans to keep the greater
part of their available forces facing them in the
West, while deprlvation if not starvation, and
the ever increasing Russian armies do their
work on the farther side of the Rhine.

There are also the possibilities, even the
stTong probabilities, of further accessories to
the strength of the Allies from the ranks of neu-
tral nations. : The Germans are not gaining in
popularity as the war advances, nor are their
ultimate prospects such as to attract prudent
neutrals to their support. Germany’s generous
proffer of Austrian territory to Italy has not
aroused notieeable enthusiasm in ‘either Austria.

to give, and what Italy demands are so ‘absurdly
far apart that there is no reasonable possibility

of compromise. The case resembles that of a

lax in aﬁght its eﬂprts for the common

' ,.g; ‘The new central commission . tor dealing
| with the liquor ‘business doesn’t take the liquor |
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to dislodge them from which will require f.he‘

There is still doubt that such strategy andv
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or Italy. 'What Austria might possibly consent|

is fully admitted. 4 e
struggle is in no doubt, and never has ‘been since
the battle of the Marne. But no ‘member of the
'world-wide British {Union can: yet afford to Te-

The demand for energy on the part of Cang
is quité as urgent now ‘a8 it has ever been. Leét
all our people respond to it with a will, and ‘with
all their might.

m

business ‘out of politics.. ;l’,ke liguor: business!
shouldr’t be taken out of politics. We are: liv-
ing in Canada, not in Germany.; It is the peo-

e t-- t?atmﬂ

OthPr .‘Edltors |

iy @plmom 9 |

o —

,‘RECONCILIATI( N

H tho war has opened many fre.
wounds: it : m Jet us hope, ¢l .
wme-Mrlns ‘0ld ones.

One ty

. “thas bled: 1m, whose sundered ¢,

it seemed ble to knit toge th .

> | was. the Ir!sh estion. Men .
were (ﬁ:ﬂ. to: bea magicians in |,
‘tics la

again and again (, R,
it; but-always to no purpose. Th.
elements in the population of Ire|,
seemed to be irreconcilable.

41 On/last Bt. Patrick’s Day everyy,, .
ﬂ!mh& that nothin; but a miry. .
cowla- pr&vent ‘bloody war ber:
tngg qieqenu-—war in whicy
people of the whole United King.,
if not of the whole British £y,
would’ b&m Something 13, .
mimele it m that turned this .,

3

D

)l % into brom ori

Mweﬁﬁﬂl two Qiitlons of the
‘great Continental powers the moq:
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15,000 ‘troops a day :on French soil. Kitchener
is the great administrator of the Army, and we
may have every confidence that when the Allies
commence the great forward movement in May,
they will lack neither men nor materials, to
achieve the “decisive and definite victory” which
Sir John French predicts.
W W -

Mr. Bourassa has been described by his
friends. Of him L’Action Sociale, the ultra-
montane daily of Quebec says: ‘“Mr. Bourassa
does not support cheerfully and fully any con-
tradiction, and he has even gross and plentiful
injuries for any ‘who dare to contradict him.

quent moments of irritation he takes liberties
with the truth. He has the habit of exaggera-
tion.”
W W W
The most expensive pigeons that have ever
been purchased or sold in Belleville were those
contributed by Jimmy Gill as his donation to
the Patriotic Campaign and which were auec-
tioned off last night for the very satisfactory
total of twenty-seven dollars and fifty cents for
the four pairs. One pair cost the purchaser
$11.50. This was rath3r expensive live stock
to&ﬁ sum but- in -another way the buyer: :got;
off “cheap.’ All things considered Jimmy Gill’s
contribution came very near to being the hand-
somest on the list.
W W w
The new soldier who went into this war
must have undergone a profound disillusionment
if he lived long enough after he reached the
front to undergo any thing but wounding or
death. Doubtless he pictured war as something
glorious and immensely uplifting—a splendid
jumble of crash and clamor, winning charges
and splendid victories—and then, at the last,
a triumphal return with bands playing and flags
floating. What he found was physical filth and
physical discomfort; a pigsty to live in and
pig’s food to live on—the customary cooked ra-
tion is apt to look and smell exceedingly like
swill; a dreary, weary,. unending round of day
labor to be pursued without any glamour or
any cheer to it; tremendous fatigue for a re-
ward; small chance for individual achievement
and a constantly enlarging chance of being man-
gled or destroyed outright by an enemy whom
he never saw and who never saw him.—Irvin
S. Cobb, in Saturday Evening Post.
w o w w
Charles Francis Adams, who died in Wash-
ington on Saturday, was in his eightieth year
He was a great-grandson of President  John
Adams, a grandson of President John Quincy
Adams, and a son of Charles Francis Adams,
Minister to Great Britain in the Civil War peri-
od, 'and of Abigail Brown (Brooks) Adams. A

of the diplomatic negotiations between the Uni-
ted States and Great Britain over Civil War
problems, was one of Mr. Adams’ most notable
publications.
graduated from Harvard in 1856, Mr. Adams was

after leaving college.

letter which he wrote to a friend in England

has received.

A TOUCH OF KINDNESS.

If you were toiling up a weary hill,
Bearing a load beyond your strength to bear,
Straining each nerve untiringly, and still

there,

Would not the slight reiterated touch
Of help and kindness lighten all the day?

Lord Kitchener is reported to be landing'

will give sure- results. O pabir
en

‘And each one passing by would not so much tg‘;‘g Mrs. R. L Wright,

As give one upward lift and go their way, ?wn Tablets for my three babies, i

broke out. .- It had long been foreh,
ded. That is was timed when it w.:
may in part be a consequence ol the
very-eritical stage at which the Iriss
question has then arrived. Amoi:
the many miscalculations of the XK.
ser and his General Staff was th:
one, that. the Home Rule party !
Ireland would welcome the oppor::
nity of a foreign war to drive the da:
ger into England’s heart. The mc

was seen how wrong and how wrong
ing was the assumption. Mr. Jon
Redmond was able to tell the larg
audience he addressed in Manches:

16 showed that 99,700 Irishmen n
joined the -.colors in: Ireland,
115,000 Irishmen had joined the ¢

! ors from other parts of the Un::

Kingdom, and that. altogether -
Irish reeruias in that six-month p.
od amounted to a quarteriof a ™
lion. . Irishmen from the North .-
fighting side by side with Irisin
‘from the South . Protestant Irishi .-
and Roman Catholic Irishmen
serving heroically against the encie
But when did Irishmen of any s«
any section ever serve otherwise
heroically in wars for 'the defen:
Britain and- of the British En
Ireland has many soms like t!
lant O’Leary, V.C. Kuno Me
erman scholar who had m xdp liin

{self beioved in Irqland by b 1di

of the language and Hteratur of ta
Irish race has just been deprit

the freedom of Dublin because ol
aneti\-British campaign he has b
conducting in the United States. M«
er’s exposed spy service through
the period of nineteen years in ©
he occupide a chair in a Liver|
university, and his recent prop.-
that Irish prisomers in Germauy
used against Britain, produced
deepest indignation among the Ir
men for whom he presumed to sp¢
“This war is tightening all the J
of the British’ Empire. Map eac!
Patrick’s Day find Ireland more hs
py, more harmonious, and in clc
bonds with the rest of the Unii
Kingdom.—Toronto Mail and Euij *
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GET THEM AT WORK.

The unempolyment problem i: .«
too serious to be settled by the

» | man’s expedient of taxation. Cana
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reveiwed in The Daily Chronicle, was perhaps|iudge the passer-by with reasonab
the strongést expression of sympathy and sup- accuracy and tell at a glance “!*
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WHAT MOTHERS SAY

OF BABY’S OWN TABLE'®

©Onme a mothér has used Bal’~

Own .Tablets -for: her little ones °
will use no. other medicine.

lets are *
Stumbling and losing foothold  here and ggﬁ?;{elryeasllggs tg;nga;)n?i Sone the

Concernm-
“I have used Bab¥

always keep them in' the hoUS

The Tablets are sold by med"l‘i\
dealers or by mail at 25 cents 8 U

«—Susan Coolidge,

from The Dr. Williams’ Medicine Co
Brockville, Ont.
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