
.PTARLIAMENTARY DEBATES. 61

tended the operations of the Act. In over two sool education, and a still higher education
huandred of ·the scihool sections, no - school through the supersor sc1ooisbutin every noua-
houses existed at the time it was brought In. tythe means are providedi of learning those
Tiere was no means for carrying on a school. acqunirements that would fit a man lor the
Many houses were without windows or doors, highost position in life-for the làarned profes-
and in a dilapidated condition generally. Now siens or whatever bis abilities migit enable
we have the gratifying evidence that out ofhim le fil. Oui of 12 connues te wbicittisa:
these 1400 sections outside the city, li 16 coun- provision applied-for the law did net tonch
ties. which have only been heard from, em- ihoseceenlieswierearademies already exist-
bracing a little over a thousand sections, there ed, 9 made arrangements for giviîsg the higiest
were only 213 in which no meetings were held means et educaion to'the people. b connec-
under the Act passed last year. There were tien with these academies tise nenorial wlslci
ouly 42 sections in which meetings were held, lias heen read hy the hon. memiser for Yar-
and refused to org mise under the law. In 654sueuti, (Mr. KilIam,î shows the exterit te
cases of the 1000 heard from, the law vas wiicis that cennty liasaîpreeiated tie'lu-
adopted-a ilaw making a radical change in periauce ef tie Iigbest description ef edu-
the mode of carrying on the schools of the cationand tie amount ef patriotie exertion
country-a law carryng on its face the mostisat tie peoplein tiai enligitened section have
obnoxious feature that any law can-assess- isen prepared te exiibit, in order tiai îiey
ment, which imposed the principle of directinay'bave tie indisîssable advantages that are
taxation upon the people, In twenty-nino aferded iyan academy for instruction ltise
ef these sec:ions graded schools were estab- iigier branches et learning.-When lusarecel-
lished, containing numerous departments. A lecicd, as yu will sec by reféscîcete tisorè-
still more gratifying fact is it, that, ob- 1ort cf ibe tuperiniendeui of Escaon, usai
noxious as the law was calculated necessa- tie common scis o1 education e'ftie couptry
rily to be, that not only 651 meetings have beenwas in such a;depieraisie condition, tiai tie
held under it, but ai this day, witih something persons who werê qualifled te 611tie position
like one halfthe schools in operation, the resultoteaciers bad abasdoned tieir profession for
of free sciools is, (as we bave good reason te more lucrative purssits ypu caineasily under
believe,) that there are more children at school stand tiai if the iaw wlsicllis now on tie
than under the old law. Whilst great difficul- stte bock iad been as perfectas it couid Se
ties have arisen, whilst this law presented the -if tierebad ieen tiseutmost disposition on
msost uipopular feature that a law could exhi- te part ete people'te adepit-il wouid,
bit-whilst it required time or , the people toneveribeiess, bave iseen impracticable te carry
understauds and appreciate it, yet it bas given h outte a machslarger extent tian bas aiready
a stimulus to.free schools thati must be excced- heen-tiecaseFor out ef'attisteachers in tie
iugly gratifying, not only to the governmeut Province,,only 61<)weround lu a position-te
hut to the Legislature which gave it force. In ohiain a license teach scbol'noer tie law
many cases the result ias been that when un- -preving tiai tbe condition otcommon ectbol
der the old law tlie attendance was only from education was sncb as.te give ne encourage-
:;0 to 60 pupils, yeu can count the number by sentte men of tie qualifications seceesâry
hundreds-proving satisfacitrily to the mind for teaciers. Iu'erder te meet tie diftcultyoff
of every man thai the effect of the law lias'net baving persons-wbo wnid be able, under
been to open wide the portals tu bundreds and tie operaionoelaw, te dIitie Position of
thousands of children who otherwise would iseb cobe oenscisol t aciers, and te providefor
withouteducation. This is a result so satistac lie requireueuts cf tie country wiilstla
tory that 1 thiuk it bas placed for ever at rest state et transition troutie old te tie new law,
the question whether in this province the prin- tie'examiners were insirucled tisugioul tie
ciple of free sciools shall continue to exist. IProvince, te glve permissive Ucenses for e
Ibelieve, considering all the difficulties that this year te perâons viose quaflaionswonld nos
measure was necessarily exposed to, tie evi- bring tisu under tie prt y,!us cf use Ad.
dance which is now furnished, to the House of Tie Goverumeut de net inteud te-Proposeans,
the result oftits operations during the compara- fundauental change intiemode et carrymi
tively brief period the people have had an op- on tie common scisoni saluca ion of tise
portunity of understanding its merits, havecountry-,Tie only step wiicistbey pro-
been snch as te render it impossible for any pose te takeis-ee whicis.1I ar rd te
government or any legislature, unless theyfor- say, will be in advance. If tie governuset e1
get what they owe to the country and the edu- tie dayiweredisposed te recele troustie-posi-
caeioof the masses, to recede a single stop tien wbicb tbey toit called, upon te take a year
hack frou the great principle of estaishisingaebrougisiforwar4t a meagurefoï
free sci3ols and of maintaining that legislation tie education of tie peopie; If tiey
which .lias been already enacted-that every recreant te lieir duty as te abandon tie stni
childin Nova Scotia shall have the means of wiicsthey assumed and recode from tise gessît
obtaining a common-school education. principle,-tiai 1u Nova Scotiafre

Not ouly is the attendance atschools number- shah exist, sud lie 'messie cf educàtlon bec
ed 4y hmdreds where there were only forties opned up teiaIl classes cf tie pcople,
and ffties, but in connection with another fea- te independeut sirtettisL s r on
ture öf the enactment, the arrangement made rise up ou botssdes sud wôuld say, tiaI tise
to èstablisi superior schools, the most gratify- coursecf tie geverument was net
ing results have been obtained. A most ef- wortby of themselves, bt, witb tie evid
feutive stimulus bas been given all over the tiailanowisefore tie comatry of tie suoceu&
coutry te the commuon school education by cftie-measure, wouid be lu tie lasl dereet
the principle that the beat scbool should be.en- prejucicialïad distastôtatspeo ec hl
itled to and should, by a competitive process, oine.e
obtaintie position .oft sperior schoo No 1have Illened wwih most anxlonsatteq

everyeueeliedteobaudacommnteqiiemet th coulîfiît exmra r

sinsorwhtee hisblte ih enabl


