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The *‘‘New Country’’ Delusion
It s continually advanced in defencs
of present conditions in the West that
i s always the same n A new
iry While it s admitted that
the earlier stages | velopment in »
new country the ot of living is higher
than in ler wsettled countries due
argely 1 Inck f sound commercia
rganization, yet the new country '’
argument is no exeuse for the in r
abile nditions preva ng today in the
Prairie Provinees The new coun
te sroument doe t exvlain w)
the grain growers e s the Wesat

made from the
grain they grow than the British "
sumer pays for flour from the sams
wheat after it has Leen transported
neatly 5000 miles T he ‘Bew coun
try explanation does not explain why
Canadian beef and bacon are cheaper
in Liverpo than in Winnipeg., nor
Joes it explain why the English farmer
buys his Canadian made agricultural
implements cheaper than the same im
plements are purchased by the Sas
katehewan farmer The ‘"“new ecoun

try "' proposition is entirely inadequate

to satisfy the man who works hard at
manual labor through the I of win
ter and the heat of summer and after
producing 100 ents worth of wealth

receives only 60 cents in return
The Land Question

The and question is one which af

feetns with great seriousness evers it
- At the

present time land speculators. many of

ren of the Prairie Provine

whom have never seen Canada. are put
tings in their pockets at a moderate est
math at least £50 000 000 vearls It i

nothing uncommon to meet & man in

the Western i who has ‘“made’’
from 250000 to 21 000000 in the spacs
f three or four vears through land
peculation Thousands are doing it on
s smaller seale. vet none of these speen
Iators have given ne lollar's wort)
of value in return for this vast sum of
noney All of the value in the land

was ereated by the presence of the peo

nle and in proportion as the specula
tor pockets what he does not earn so
the farmer and worker have earned
what thet are not allowed to poeket
The peculiar result of conditions is
that in this country where millions
of acres of virgin land lie idle there
is a searcity of land. that is. there ar
millions of acres of unused land lving
lose to the railwavs, but a farmer who
wishes to use this land is not permitted
to do so until he has paid tribute to
the ‘““dog in the manger’’' speculator

Every one ean see the facts as set
forth above, hut not evervone realizes
to what an extent the land problem
complicates every other problem in the
country Immigration is pouring into
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¢ " . s rate
Thousands and tens g 'S of
Srmers ar 1 r I'a ion are for :
tor go from fifteen ¢t 2 hundred n K
from the railway to get cheap or free
and when there is ¢ n and to spare
to give each family plenty of land
within ten or twelve miles of the ma

way nee The hardships thus imposed

spon the women and children on
frontier is often times desperate D
mestic help in such cases cannot be s
ured There are no nurses in suel
places to assist at maternity, and many
a child is born on the frontier without
the attendance of even a physicjan to
protect either mother or child There
is & lack of educational facilities, and
of the spiritual and social benefits of
ureh Physieal suffering must
¢ endured because of the distance from
medical or surgieal aid. The land poliey

. h permits speculators to hold land
out of use until it rises in value results
in sparsely settled rommunities all over
the West, and the further the distance

from towns and railways the more
acute the problem. It is the land policy
that thus militates against bhetter social

environments it s the land px
largely that prevents the building up of
Miecient and well-attended rural schools;
it is the land poliey which hinders e«
peration among farmers in marketing
and also in securing satisfactory agri
ceultural eredit Anvone who will study
the land question “in the We

t will

our

)

realize that it is a blight upo
Wesatern civilization

Land speenlation takes a heavy toll

even from those living in towns and
within a convenient distance of the
ratlwave., hut the heaviest burden is
felt hy those living further awas just
2% in the cities by those who are driven
to ¢ s to secure a home ir
whieh ¢ Manvy men wi ha

profited through land speculation fu

realize the evils of the system and are
strong advoeates for reform Many of
those who have made the most monev

however, through land speculation,

the strongest defenders of the present

systen The remedy for the land ques
tion is simply one of taxation Taxe
m vaeant land should be made so heavy
that no speculator could afford to hold
it out of use A graduated tax als
on large holdings, would prevent the
building up of large estates, such as is
going on throughout the West
The Creator made the land for the peo
ple, but by the assistance of barbarian
laws the few are profiting at the ex
pense of the manvy T'nless the land
question is _attacked seriously in the
near future there it every likelihood
that the landlord svetem whieh has
proven such a curse in Great Britain
will be transplanted in Western Canada
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The Protective Tarift

Practica every farmer the Wes
s alive ¢ the burden whe! is placed
SDOB throu the operation of
protect tariff system I'he prote
tive tariff cannot benefit a farmer whe
price of s prode s regulated |
petit the wor « market. The
Western farmer sells his pr t in &
free trade market and | his ma r
ory thing and necossities of life ir
2 protected or enhanced market In
other words, the mueh lauded prote
tive ayster loes not "‘proteet’” the

peonle
!

It does not protect the farmer and does

not protect the wage earner, but simply
A ws manufacturers to charge
gher es for their product The
protect tariff has caused the growth

of an immense number of mergers with
largely watered'' stock, by which
they can hide their profits and thus
postpone the day of reckoning The

operation of the protective yatem has

ne more to corrupt publie life in Can
ada than any other agency, and has
placed in the hands of the manufae
turers tremendous power which they
wield unserupulously for their own
henefit The protective system is de
fended on the ground that it will build
up industries in Western Canada But
it is plain that such industries will have

no F'r‘l”“}rvi against the competiti

stern industries. and sueh ecom

petition will be just as keen and bitter

country. Only as the evils of the pro

*

as the competition from any foreign
t

ective system are clearly seen will pub

pinion deelare against its continu

that need —y . nr 1od s}
can get their raw material dut Pre
and have free access to ti

natural re

ITee f the tr industries
s require further assistance, if there
ATe v 1 he enn 1t in the fornm
of a bounts and thus not be an eternal
burden on the people of the country

Transportation

The transportation p lem as stated

elsewhere in this article

2 r‘un‘;.h; ated
by land speculation The railway com
panies themselves, however, .‘lr-l»‘ the
greatest heneficiaries of land specula
tion and naturally the strongest advo

cates of the nresent svster If the ne

ple of the West were permitted to use
the idle land there are nearly, if not
qui‘e, enough transportation facilities

to meet the needs of the people todav

estern Problem
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The Grain Trade
| sorking it a = tio £ ¢
grain trade w re Canada the
farmers have had re —_
the solution of any other problem wit
which they have been confronted .
a due at jeast In art ¢ the fact that
it had such a vital )
farmers that the politieal parties were
pot able to divide then The roducer

and the umer are the tw tal

terests in the grain trade and it is due
f middle

men that the producers have not secured

very largely to the vast army

ull value for their labor, and the con

sumer has been compelled to pay
much for his bread. The last ten years

has seen a g

0

provement in cond
the grain trade. Many
farmers have arrived at the conclusion

tions surround

that the only way to market their grain

satisfactorily is to do it through the
Wn organ T hev are
keting a 1 of the r
through t perative om
panies at returning the pr fits 8o made

to themselves instead of allowing it to

go into pr ate poekets Right along
this line the remedy lies, and wher
the farmers control the grain trade from
the sheaf to the flour barrel thevy w

find that the present ovils have d D
eared | have alrea halle ed

the admiration of the world by the busi

ness-like manner n which thevy have

taken hold of this problem When the
 al s 1 1

nternal el r are all in the ande

of the farmers, and the terminal eleva
- n

s taken out of private hands, and a
the grain passing through the channels
of the farmers' wn ompanies, there
)

be no opportunity for the rrain

wi
speculator to levy toll upon the grain
grower. The inauguration and operation

f a satisfactory sample market system

will give to each farmer the intrinsie
value of his own produet. The establish
ment of a proper system of agricultural
redit will enable him to market his
grain slowly and avoid congestion. and
when the organized farmers own and
operate their own flour mills the problem
of the erain trade will be a thing of the
past The farmers are certainly the
wealth producers in this country, and




