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The Western Problem
By George F. Chipman
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Ko ■«* will 4*0/ làel il w Ile le
elieeeMe right e# every individus! le 
•were the fell nlw of ike prodnet of 
bis le be# A careful ntleele lee* le 
Ike reerleelee l bel I be pfedoeef la the 
Traîne I’tetieree Is eel receiving were 
ibee M reals for every dollar '• worth 
of weellb he peed area Teblie elles 
llee le bel eg draws le seek a reared/ 
for eerb eesiellleee Theeeeode of siee 
ledny ere etedylsg Ike prohleSi of the 
Weal with as bee eel deal re le eg eel aa 
eweilahle eolwtlee The oely war hr 
shirk the reeiedy raa he reorbed le 
Ikreegb -erefol tied/ ne I he |wrt of
I be peblie, followed li/ prssapt sad 
eeergellr eel low whee Ike pr»qcr 
reeled/ baa bees derided epee Ihf 
fereel rlews will eedoeblrdl/ he held 
ee lo jest wbal le I he prtq-er reeiedr 
This baa here Ike rear ell lb rough bie 
lory where greet problème roefrnele>l 
sat people Bel whew the people gee 
era 11/ are aware of Ike erlle wklrh roe 
froel ihrei. sad are eennimoeely de 
lenelasd that Ike/ aioet he eradlraled.
II la gear rally poeaibb» |o ere ere aaf 
Srleel eaaeleiil/ of oplalea lo srroeip 
lleh the desired reeelle

The Mrs Country Delusion

Il Is reallaeally adreared la defearr 
of preeeal eeedllloee la lbs West that 
it It siesta the temr ta a “sew roes
try." While it la admitted that la 
tbr earlier eta gee of dreelopeieat ia a 
aew reentry the root r.f living la higher 
Ibaa is older settled roaatrtea dee 
largwlr to lack of toned rometernal 
organization, yet the "aew eoaatry" 
argument ia uo esruer for the laloler 
able roudlllooe prêt ailing today la the 
l*ralrie Province* The "aew roue 
try " argument does not explain why 
I hr grain grower» here ia the Writ 
par more for their Hoar made from the 
grata they grow lhaa the British eon 
turner para for flour from the warn»- 
wheal after it has I era Iraanported 
a early 5,000 mile» The "aew roes 
try" eiplaaalioa don sot explain why 
fanadiaa beef a ad baron are cheaper 
ia Llrerpool than ia Winnipeg, nor 
does It explain why the English farmer 
ha/» hia Canadian made egrieoltural 
implement a rhea per than the tame im 
plemenla are purrhated by the Baa 
katehewan farmer. The "new eoun 
try " propoaitina ia entirely inadequate 
ro satisfy the man who work* hard at 
manual labor thronirh the rold of win 
1er and the heal of -nmmer and after 
prod seing 100 rente ' worth of wealth 
receives only 00 rente ia return

Tbs Land Question

The land question la one which nf 
feels with great «eriouaneaa ererv citl- 
res of I he Trairie Provineea. At the 
preaenl time land speculator», many of 
whom have never teen Canada, are put 
Un»In their poekett at a moderate enti 
mil| at leant $50.000,000 yearly. It l* 
nothing unrommon to meet a man in 
the Western eltiea who has "made" 
from $250.000 to $1,000.000 in the spare 
of three or four years through land 
•peculation. Thousand» are doing it on 
a smaller aenle. yet none of theae apeen- 
la tort have given one dollnr'a worth 
of vaine in return for this vaut sum of 
money. All of the value in the land 
was rrested by the prenenee of the peo 
nle. and in proportion aa the specula 
tor pockets what he does not cam so 
the farmer and worker have earned 
what they are not allowed to pocket. 
The i-eeuliar result of conditions in 
that in this country where millions 
of acres of virgin land lie idle there 
ia a scarcity of land, that is. there are 
millions of acres of nnueed land lying 
close to the railways, hut a farmer who 
wishes to use this land ia not permitted 
to do to until he has paid tribute to 
the "dog in the manger" speculator.

Every one can see the facta aa setV 
forth above, but not everyone renlires 
to what an extent the land problem 
complicates every other problem in the 
country. Immigration ia pouring into

Ibis country at aa enormous rale 
Thousands and tens of thouaaada of 
former» and their families are forced 
tw go from tfteea to a hundred miles 
from the railway to get cheap or free 
land when there ia room and lo enure 
to give each family plenty of land 
within ten or twelve miles of the rail 
way linen. The hardship» lhaa imposed 
upon the women sad children on the 
frontier is often times deapernte. Do 
mentir help In such cases cannot be ee 
cared. There are no norme ia each 
place» to assist at materait/, aad many 
a child la bora on the frontier without 
the attendance of even a nhyaiejaa to 
protect either mother or child. There 
la a laek of edneational facilities, aad 
of the spiritual and social benefit» of 
the church. Physical suffering must 
be endured because of the distance from 
medical or eurgicsl aid. The lend policy 
which permits a peculators to hold land 
ont of o«e until it rises in vaine résulta 
in sparsely settled communities alt over 
the Went, aad the farther the distance 
from towns and railways the more 
acute the problem. It ia the land policy 
that thus militates against better social 
envirwameata; it it the land policy 
largely that prevents the building up of 
cIBricnt and well attended rural schools; 
it in the land policy which hinder» co­
operation among farmer» in marketing 
and also in securing satisfactory agri 
cultural credit. Anyone who will study 
the land question In the West will 
realise that it is a blight upon our 
Western civilisation

Land a peculation takes a heavy toll 
even from those living in towns and 
within a convenient distance of the 
railway», hut the heaviest burden ia 
felt hr those living further away, just 
as in the cities by those who are driven 
to the outskirts to secure a home in 
which to live. Many men who hare 
profited through land s|>ecnlnlion fully 
realise the evils of the tvs tern and are 
strong advocates for reform. Many of 
those who have made the moat monev. 
however, through land speculation, nre 
the strongest defenders of the present 
svstem. The remedy for the land que» 
lion is simply one of taxation. Taxes 
on vacant land should be made so heavy 
that no speculator could afford to hold 
it out of use. A graduated tax also 
on large holdings, would prevent the 
building up of targe eetates. such ns is 
going on throughout the West today. 
The Creator made the land for the |>eo 
Me, but by the assistance of barbarian 
laws the few are profiting at the ex 
pease of the many. Unless the land 
question ia ^attacked aerionslv in the 
near future there ia every likelihood 
that the landlord svstem whjeh has 
proven such a curse in Great Britain 
will be transplanted in Western Canada

and become a millstone about the 
aeeks of the Went era people.

The Protective Tariff

Practically every farmer in the Went 
ia alive to the burden which in placed 
apoa him through the operation of our 
proteetivr tariff system. The protec 
tire tariff cannot benefit a farmer when 
the price of his prod IK ' is regulated by 
• ompetition on the world’s market. The 
Western farmer sell» hia product in » 
free trade market and bays hia machin­
ery, clothing aad necessities of life ia 
a protected or enhanced market. In 
other words, the much landed protec 
live system doe» not "protect" the 
people.

It does not protect the farmer and does 
not protect the wage earoer. hut simply 
allows the manufacturera to charge 
higher priées for their product. The 
protective tariff has caused the growth 
of an immense number of mergers with 
largely "watered" stock, by which 
they ran hide their profita and thus 
postpone the day of reekooing. The 
operation of the protective system has 
done more to corrupt public life In Can­
ada than any other agency, and has 
placed in the hands of the mannfac 
tarera tremendous power which they 
wield unscrupulously for their own 
benefit. The protective system is de 
fended on the ground that it will build 
up industries in Western Canada. But 
it is plain that each industries will have 
no protection against the competition 
from Eastern industries, and such com 
petition will he jnat aa keen and bitter 
aa the competition from any foreign 
country. Only as the evils of the pro­
tective system are clearly seen will pub­
lic opinion declare against its continu­
ance. The opponents of the protective 
system arc not desirous of ruining any 
legitimate Canadian industries, and be­
lieve that there are few if any of them 
that need protection—provided they 
ran get their raw material duty free 
and have free access to the natural re­
sources of the country. Such industries 
as require further assistance, if there 
are any. could l«e given It in the form 
of a bounty and thus not he an eternal 
burden on the people of the country.

Transportation

The transportation problem as stated 
elsewhere in this article ia complicated 
by land sjieeulation. The railway com­
panies themselves, however, are the 
greatest beneficiaries of land specula­
tion and naturally the strongest advo­
cates of the present system. If the peo­
ple of the West were permitted to o«e 
the idle land there are nearly. If not 
oui>. enough transportation facilities 
to meet the needs of the people today.

I evsan* loo awe; of the ratlwn/ baan 
in the Weal are beilt lor the benefit •! 
the railway promoters who base Urge 
holdings in the asters rcoerce» of the 
cewalry I’eblic credit hat been pledged 
te the limit to tee ere railways, yet the 
transportation <bargee in the Weal ere 
from Su to 100 per real, higher lhaa 
the rate» charged by the same railwava 
•»n their owe been ia Rasters Canada 
t*p la the preeeal time there baa been 
piectlcally ee roatrol of the railway» g 
Canada, aad ealy the latere will shew 
to what exteat the Railway Commie 
•ion raa rope with the railway all eat ten 
With coéditions aa they are there are am 
enough railways ia the Prairie Prat 
inee», sol enough rolling stack, aad to» 
high chargee for service rendered. Keei 
promt Démarrage weald probably force 
the railway magnates In withdraw some 
of their made in Canada millions invest 
rd in foreign countries and give a bet 
ter service lo the Canadian people, isome 
of these men have huge earn» of mane/ 
invented in Booth America, Braril and 
several other foreign countries that 
•honld he need le Canada In the Unit­
ed Btnten an endeavor ia being made 
to control the railway*, bet has been 
only partly aneeaaafnl. No other eooe 
try" has found an effective eolation for 
the railway problem except through pub 
lie ownership At the present time the 
railway system iu Canada in need as a 
gigantic lever In the band» of the few 
men to nrcumnUte vast wealth from the 
people. The chief argument against 
pablic ownership ia that It will entail 
graft and mismanagement, bat even 
graft and mismanagement mold not be 
so expensive aa the present system 
Australia, New Zealand, South Africa. 
Germany and Prance and other eoun 
tries bare fnuad the solution in public 
ownership.

The drain Trade
In working out a eolation of the 

grain trade in Western Canada, the 
farmers bare bad more ancres» than ia 
the solution of any other problem with 
which they have been confronted. This 
ia due at least in part to the fact that 
it bad each • vital hearing upon all 
fermer» that the political parties were 
not able to divide them. The producer 
and the container nre the two vital in 
tercet» in the grain trade and it ia due 
very largely to the vast army of middle 
men that the producers have not secured 
foil value for their labor, and the con 
sumer has been compelled to pay too 
much for hia bread. The last ten years 
has seen a great improvement in condi 
lions surrounding the grain trade. Many 
farmers have arrived at the conclusion 
that the only way to market their grain 
satisfactorily is to do it through their 
own organizations. Today they are mnr 
keting * good percentage of the crop 
through their own co-operative com 

.panics and returning the profits so made 
to themselves instead of allowing it to 
go into private pockets. Right along 
this line the remedy lies, and when 
the farmers control the grain trade from 
the sheaf to the floor barrel they will 
find that the present «vils have disap­
peared. They have alreadv challenged 
the admiration of the world by the busi­
ness like manner In which thev have 
taken hold of this problem. When the 
internal elevators are all in the hand* 
of the farmers, and the terminal eleva­
tors taken ont of private hands, and all 
the grain passing through the channels 
of the farmers' own companies, there 
will be no opportunity for the grain 
speculator to levy toll upon the grain 
grower. The inauguration and operation 
of a satisfactory sample market system 
will give to each farmer the intrinsic 
value of hi» own product. The establish 
ment of a proper system of agricultural 
credit will enable him to market his 
grain slowly and avoid congestion, and 
when the organ!red farmers own and 
operate their own flour mills the problem 
of the grain trade will be a thing of the 
past. The farmers are certainly the 
wealth producers in this country, and


