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THE CRUCIAL TEST

The Western farmers are to be congratu
lutedd upon the manner in which they have
conducted themselves at the various meet-
ings where they have met R L. Borden dur-
ing the past three weeks.  All over the
Prairie Provinees they have stood by the
Ottawa Platform, and have talked to Mr.
jorden in the same businesslike way they
]vl'u\vllh"l their ciase to Sir Wilfrid Laurier.
They have shown conclusively that they are
not Grits nor Tories, but MEN who have
the welfare of the country at heart. _Of
course. it must be realized that there are
still men in the West who will vote Liberal
or Conservative, no matter what might be
the issue betfore the country. But fortunate
v, such nieén are growing more rare every
duv.  The great educational work that has
been carried on is continually  convineing
men of Ahe uselessness of partizanship as a
means of improving national conditions. It
is a0 cause for gratification that the farmers
have forced every one of their demands so
{far to the front that they are being seriously
considered by both political parties.  1f the
Western people had no votes the politicians
would never so much as listen to them. It
is votes that count. Now, if the Western
people decide to use their votes for the good
of their country they will bhe able to secure
redress sooner or later.  For the past fifteen
vears the people of Canada have voted at
cach general election, but it will be a wise
man who can decide just what he has voted
for, Of course he. voted for a party, but
would he not be as far ahead if he had not
voted at all? The handful of men who con
trol the two parties have succeeded in indue
ing the people to vote against themselves,
They are endeavoring to do the same thing
now, and if they are again successful they
will be able to disregard the wishes of the
people as of old.  Former Liberals are now
awake to the fact that the Liberal party s
not protecting the people of Canada, and the
Conservatives realize that the Conservative
party is looking chiefly for power. The man
ner in-which these farmers took their stand
hetfore the leaders of their parties during
the past two years has been the wonder of
the civilized world. Just now the world s
looking on and wondering what the Western
people will do when neither party 1s prepar
ed to grant them their demands. Now 18 the
crucial test.  Are the Western people going
to lie down and submit like children to the
inposition of politicians or are they going
to dssert their pights?  If the present mem
bers from the West are returned at the next
clection s there The  slightest
doubt that they will do just exactly what

reason to

they have done in the past-—vote as their
leaders tell them.  There are plenty of men
i the West who are nominally members of
the Conservative or Liberal parties, who are
Just as able and intelligent as any member of
the house of commons, and who have the
courage to place principle ahove party. Why
would 1t not*he bhetter to nominate such men
constitueney on and then
no matter which was elected the farmers
would have a supparter of their Bill " of
Rights? We need in the West not hidebound
party supporters, but

thime wasted to elecet men to represent i

n every caech side

Progressives It is
party when they should be representing a
people If the\ people of every Western
constituency ‘5\[:0 favor the farmers’ Bill of
Rights will eléet men pledged to fight for
that platform it will be the most salutory
rebuke ever delivered to the }"l)l'l"lé!lln of
any country, and 1t will also indicate to

Special Privilege that their star s on the
wane, I such men are nominated they will
not have their campaign expenses paid by
the party machine out of funds donated by
the ““interests,”” so 1t will bhe necessiary lor
the people to provide the legitimate simmews
of war. I the election 1s held betore redis
tribution there will be only twenty-seven
members from the Praivie Provinees, but
after redisteibution there will be more than
l'ul'l.\‘ mwembers. A sohid West \\\Illl!l sSecure
i great deal of support and sympathy from
the Fast and would force the pohitical par
ties togrant redress The Wiy corpori
tions, the financiers and the big momed
terests arce now suhing, and at the same time
filled with apprehension, as to what action
the Western people are goimng to take. They
realize that so long as the people are willhing
to endorse cither of the old parties that they
are safe, but that if they send down to Ot
tawa Insurgents or Progressives  then SNpe
cial Privilege will not be able to plunder
the people as in the past What will the
future bet It all depends whether the peo
ple Tove party more than they love justice

RECIPROCITY AND WHEAT

Strenuous efforts are being made by the
opponents of  reciprocity to convinee the
Western farmers that free trade o natural
products between Canada and the United
States will not result an any
to the farmer, but on the contrary, will have
the effeet of flooding the Canadian markets
with products of the United States farms
To substantiate this opposition, columns ol
figures are produced mnoan attempt to prov
that all graimns, ammals, and tarm produace
sell higher i Canada than they do an the
United States. Opponents ol reciprocity
in the United States, on the other hand, hold
up to the American farmer the doletful pros
pect that it is not possible for them to com
pete on even terms with the product ol the
cheap and fertile lands of Western Canada
It s almost needless to point out that it
18 the ]nl'l\lll‘L"‘tl c¢lusses 1 both the Umited
States and o Canada who are rasing this
cry against frecdom of trade and the sigmfi
cance of 1t s not that they are opposed to
freedom of trade, but that they think the
Canadian and American  farmers  are Ko
NIHI]II" minded that they can be induced 1o
bhelieve that tradinfe with one another s go
ing to result i ruin to both. Inother words,
that this s a case where trading will ruin
hoth sides to the deal In the matter of
wheat the argument 18 being made that the
average price of wheat in the United States
18 less than the average price in Canada. The
weakness of thas argument 15 that it takes
the average price of wheat in the United
States, regardless of its character or digtianc

advantage

from the market in which it s consumed.
18 manifestly unfair to say hecause the pric
of |\'.‘I“H.‘AH‘ ,\A«":l.ml a and 'l' xius whent 1w less
than the price of Dakota and Manitoba wheat
that Manitoba wheat will not secure 4 higher
price if admitted free of duty in the United
States, ande that
millers to compete with the millers of FKastern

permitting  United States

Cunada. Britain and '.ilu;‘- for our hard

wheat, which they require Yor malling pur

poses, will not result anany advantage to the

{

There is another featurs

that ®eems 1o he Tost sight of

(Canadian growers
hy the appon

differenc
of grades It s well known n the West
that the Manntoba grades ol

ents of reciprocity, and that g the

whent are at

least one  grade higher than '»]Hnum»[mllu
hard wheat, and that certian types of our

wheat which our inspectors put anto the

G Nors grade will grade 1 Noroan Minneapohis
In addition to that our inspectors are so much
wore severe on our ol grades than the Min
neapohs mspectors that that of iselt would
Justity our people’'s support ol the re 1procity
agrecment. The system ol o sample market
i Minneapohd, which has proven so valuahle
to the Gramn Growers, and whach the dealers
and transportation companies e Winnipey
'l:l\l' 5O 5ll'~'llll|'llhl.\ HI‘INI.\!", \\l“ |H' Tavored
by those distribution and transportation com
pitnies an order to prevent diverting ol th
trade to the United States channels, and will
beestabhistivd m Winmipeg, which will he a
very materiad benefit to the Canadian Graim
Growers.  Another argunment that s being
made s because the United States produces
a surplus and exports wheat as well as Can
ada that the price pmd tor wheat fog home
consumption will be based on the export
vaidue,  That argument woght apply il the
United States exported gram of the saie in
trinsie value as Mamtoba wheat., The fael
15 that they only grow a hited quantity ol
hard wheat, and that the production ol hard
wheat has practically reached its bt while
thie requirenients of nallers Tor thiot cluss ol
The Ut
ed States has ceased to ve an exporter of hard \
spring wheat, their exports ol wheat being
confined to Durums and softer wheats of the
southern states and the Pacific const. For
the year ending June 30, 1910, the United
States exported 46,679 8576 hushels o wheat,
ol which 0500000 bhushels were from the
Pacific coust, over 6,000,000 bhushels trom the
Mexiean border and Gult Const disteret, and
less than 10,000,000 Yrom the northern border

wheat as yearly becoming greate

diustriets, much of which was Durum wheat
Here s where th .‘HI\.‘llll.‘l;’l' ol Tree necess Lo
producer ol
Amcrican mallers will always he
customers tor A

the  Canadian hard  wheat
COmes 1n
hard spring wheat to blend
with their softer wheats, and will always b
prepared to pay a hagh price and coue mto
competition with wollers of other countries
ltor 1ts purchiase This will meantion e
spring  wheat ol the Northwest litively
tagher thap any other eluss of wheat, Omtario
produces a bagh grade of winter wheat, and
cach year has a surplus for export, yet On
turio mallers are very heavy purchasers ol
Manitoba wheat and pay a very much higher
price tor ot than for their own jﬁl'l:lill' t. Toron
to market reports andicate that Ontario mill
erg are payimg about 76 cents at thewr mlls
Lo the Ontario tarmer Tor s wheat, it being
quoted at 8O cents an Toronto, At the same
tune the Ontaro nolley pays %1 per bhushel
for Manitoba 1 Nor. at .'u‘l_'. ports, and it coxty
ham o cents per bushel extrea Yor freight 1o his
mitls,  That s to say he gets the Ontario
wheat at 76 cents und pays $1.00 for Mamitoha
ab bos oolls. At the swme e there are ship

ments bemng made Tor export of Onturio

pgrown wheat Just ax Ontario | ~.|.In cxport
poeir own whett und buy Mantoba st largely
wdvauneed prices, so will Unoted Statey ex
port thewr low grade wheat and soft whent
and buy Manitoba at advaneed prieen b Iree

dom of teade gx estaublished hetween the twao

W res W hiat applics 1o Ontario nprplien
vith equad Torce to the Breitiwh and Furopean
tanrlets I’} tpply of hard spring wheat s

bnnted, and there s an anereasing demand for
1t fay country
vhere agh grade our s used  The British

blending purposes in every

millers usunlly pay from B to 1L centy [y
bushel more for Man. 1 Nor. than for Knnsis
Argentin Pacifie whoentu

What 18 needed to maintain the demnnd for

Indin or (Conumt
Manitoba whentu nt the high price that is now
being pard for 1t by millers s frecdom -of
trade with all countries that ‘:l“n"l"'l n ’IIL’II




