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in this respect, and you eannot give sll your

to this work if you would in your preaching pre-
sent pertinent and valuable thought,—if you
would presch sermone full of power and pathoe
end point. In this work of visitation, then, you
will need to observe esystem; and I would just
advise vou thus : visit first the sick ; second, the
poor ; third, the rich. May God bless and save

cu !

. Immediately after the delivery of this interest-
ing eddress, the service was closed with briet
devotional exercises.

Brovincial TWleslepan.

WEDNESDAY, JULY 15, 1863.

=
Conference Proceedings.
{Concluded.)

Qn Thursdsy morning the 2nd inst, the session
was opened with the usual devotional exercises.
Dr. Ricbey, from s committee previously appoint-
ed, submitted the draft of an address to be pre-
sented through the Lieutenant Governor of
Prinece Edward Island, to the Prince of Wales.
The Book Room affairs were the subject of fur-
ther consideration—the various reports pertain-
ing to this'department of our work having been
previously presented—the results of these deli-
berations will be fuund embodied in the publish-
od minutes. The Conference hopes by judicious
economy 1o raise the connected business of the
Book Room and Provincial Wesleyan above all

iary embarrassment, and henee it was de-
cided to discontinue the sum formerly granted
for editorial assistance. The afternoon and even-
ing sessions were chielly oecapied in the recon-
sideration of the rules of the supernumerary and
Micisters’ Widows’ Fund. The arrangements
for the payment of elaimants on this fund were
satisfactorily, and, it is believed, permanently
eoncluded ot the close of this diseussion. A fow
moments in the evening were devoted to the work,
of nominating the President and Co-Delegate of
the Conference for next year, the ballot having
been taken the Rev. Thomas H. Davies was de-
elared elected as President, and the Rev. Edmund
Botterell as Co-Delegate, subject to the approval
of the British Conference; it baving previously
been decided by a unsnimous vote, that should
8 Deputation be sppointed by the British Con-
ference to attend the General Conferenee of the
M. E. Chburch, or the Canadian Conferencs next
year, we would bail with lively satisfastion tbe
sppointment of one of that Deputation as our
zext President.

On Friday morning the advisory eommittee
met and appointed the Chairmen of Districts for
the present year. The names were immediately
after » d in Confi and the Finaneial
Secretaries appointed. The report of the Eduea-
tional Fund Committee was presented and the
minute prepared. The list of claimants on the
Children's Fund for the year was presented. The
Theological Professorship Fund Committes’s re-
port was presented. In- comnection with the
other messures adopted in reference to this im-
portant interest, as will appear in the station
shest and published minutes, it was decided to

. appoint a committee to conduet an additionsl ex-
" smination of eandidates for our work at the time

of Conference. This committee was subsequent-
ly sppointed. In the afternoon, the Committee
@3 the Appeal case from the Newfoundland Dis-
triet in relation to the Wesleyan Academy in
B:. Jobn's presented their report. This commit-
tes consisted of senior members of Conference,
who have laboured in Newfoundland, but who
beave not been directly connected with that Dis-
triet for several years. The case submitted to
their judgment was set forth in several doeu-
ments sent by friends in St. John's, and in the
minutes of the Newfoundland Distrist Meeting.
The procesdings of the District Meeting were

- gruerally epproved. The report was to the effect

that the Board of Direotors should be confirmed
in the free occupation of the school premises;
ani be allowed to proceed in the management of
the institution without suy isterference on the
part of the Trustees. It was suggested to the
Board, that as soon as they sball find it conven-
fent, they will do well to extend the advantages
off:red by the Day School which they are com-
mended for having opened. The report was
unanimously adopted by the Conference.

The reports and financial statement of the Mt.
Allison Male and Female Acacemies were pre-
sented. Itis unnecessary to give the particulars
in reference to these flourishing institutions, as
the minutes will fully embody the decisions of
Conference on this importsnt Church interest.
The report of the Mount Allison College was pre-
sented. This institution has already, in the first
year of its existence, achieved an incipient suc-
oese. Ita prospects are most encouraging. A
hbighly gratifying report of the Wesleyan Acade-
my, 8. Jobn's, N. F., was read by the Chairman
of the Newfoundland Distriet, exhibiting the ef-
ficiency and successful working of that institn-
ton, which was received by the Conference.

The report of the Parsonage Aid Fuod Com-
mittee was presented. We have already noticed
in the report of committee proceedings the more
important facts connected with this interest. The
report of the Church Property Committes wae
presented and discussed in the eveming session.

On Saturday the Minutes, in reference to the
Moaunt. Allison mele and female Academies, the
Mount Allison College, and the Theologieal Pro-
fessorship, were presented and adopted. Inthe
afternoon the Contingent Fund Committee| met.
A deficit of six thousand dollars must be diyided
smong the ministers of this Conference in the
present year o be deducted from their proper
elaims, if the circuit receipts throughout the con-
nexion be only equal to those of last year. This
fact was elicited by the deliberations of the Com-
mittee. The Conlerence met again, and disposed
of some miscellaneous business. In the evening
the Minutes were read and signed, and the Cun-
ference of 1563 closed its sittings. J. H.

Wesleyan Education in England.
The following letter from the REv. DR Fornres-
TER, General Superintendent of Education in
Nura Beotia, now on a visit to Evrope, will

be read wuth much interest. It ia dated Lendon,
June 23,

To the Editor uf the Provincial Wesleyan :—
My MUCD EsTREMED FriExp,—I dare say
you msy have noticed two leiters I recently ad-
dressed to the Eitor of the Presbyterian Wit-
ness, touching he present conditivu of Educstion
in Seotlaud, especially as that is exhibited in the
leading’ Normal Schools. As soon as I had
i shed my visitation of these schools, I pro-
cceden 1o Englard, principally on the same er-
raud, aud the first to which I directed my steps
wa« the one inﬁ“';.tmiuour, in the very centre
of Loudon, dnder the auspices of the Wesleyans
of Euglaud. Dut before I ssy a word in r. fer-
ence Lo the workiug of that sdmirable Lnstitution,
it may be well that I apprize your readers of the
f.ci, tbat there is no uativual syetem of educa-
tion in Eagland, and that all the efforts now
msde 10 supply the ciamant ¢ducationsl destitu-
tion sdil exisung were, are put forth mainly by
the o rent Cencmiuaions of professing chbris-
tinns, supplenseuted - by grauts from the public
Tre.-ury. The Siste, under certain conditions,
—gi-7» geoeraily sbout the balf mors of what
i» zaised by enoh branchef the ebristian ebureb,
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and it may serve to give your readers some id.!l?
of what is doing, when I state that the Imperial |

£800,000 stg. on behalt of this object. of -.ll{
the denominations in England, there is none in|
proportion to its means making more vigorous, |

for their Educational enthusiasm. Recognizingl
the necessity of preparing their teachers by re-|
gular trainiog; they sent them to Glasgow, inall |
442, to be trained in the Seminary ever asso-
clated with the name of Mr. Stow, and now con-
nected with the Free Church of Scotland, unti]
their own princely establishment, occupying

£40,000, was opened. They now conduct the |
training of their own Teachers, giving board and
education to about 130 students yearly,—about
seventy males and fifty females ;—and finding
employment for all. They appoint none, save
trained men and women, in whose character and
efficiency they have confidence. They have un-
dertaken to build 700 schools in seven years,—
and they are doing it. Their organization is a
model. In addition to their Educational com-
mittee, and to the government inspector, they
have an inspector of their own, animated by the
perfervidum ingenium of the true christiap edu-
cationist, whose duty it is to visit districts where
8chools are to be raised, to stimulate committees,
liberalise as to plans, remove difficulties, and to
correct and encourage when such may be re-
quired ; a Becretary, Mr. Taylor, admirrbly fitted
for his work, and a Principal (Rev. Mr. Scott)
over their Central Institutions, remarkable for his
strength and calmness of judgment ; and whoee
anunal addresses are so much valued by all the
more thoughtful Educationists of Britain.—
Over the practical working of the Central Insti-
tution they have succeeded in placing one (Mr.
Sugden, A.M.) whose high talents, breadth of
mind and singular skill, have given admirable
consisteaey and proportion to its whole Educa-
tional machinery. There are four practising
sechools and a small mode! sechool, the best I have
ssen—such as the Teachers must deal with in
their life-work. All their practising schools are
thoroughly manned ; and everything valuable
is at onee wrought into their arrangements, as,
for exampls, the interesting Kinder-Garten exer-
cises in their infant-school.

The stafl of lecturers and teachers is bighly
effective, and altogether the organization has a
completeness, activity, and thorough workable-
ness which show not one enlightened theoretical
eonseeption, but vigorous practical akill.

The religious standard is high and decided,
neither leaning to latitudinarianism, nor cum-
bered by form or ceremony. Their principles
are thus enumerated ;—*‘ The schools shall be
of a distinctly religious cbaracter. The Bible
shall be the basis of all religious instruction, and
a certain portion of the day shall be set apart
for the devotional reading of the Holy Secrip-
tures, with explanations ; and every teacher em-
ployed in the day or infant-schools shall be of a
decided!ly religious character.”

I spent a whole day in this Normal School,
and received every possible attention from all
the officials. Oa the day, I bappened to visit
the Inatitution, the foundation stone of s new
Wesleyan chapel, in the immediate vicinity, was
to be laid, and the Rev. Mr. Scott, Mr. Sugden
and all the Students were to be in attendance,
0 that I was rather unfortunate in not hearing
the Students practising. Nevertbeless, I neard
an excellent lecture delivered by Mr. Sugden,
who takes charge of the professionnal department
—on the past history of the Wesleyan Body in
connection with the cause of Education. The
cireumstance, t0o, just referred to, enabled me
to give much more time to the 8chools, which
after al! constitute the best practical exposition
of any system. I cannot express my extreme
gratification in witnessing the working of these

advanced departments,—the former presided over
by Mr. Baillie and the latter by Mr. Bell, both
graduates of the G.asgow Normal School. The
latter of these sections I heard exercised in Eng-
lish Reading, Grammar and Geography; and
after the master had finished his work, I took it
up for half an hour ; and seldom indeed, have 1
met with a elass of boys of similar standing,
whose scholarship was more extensive or various
or systematic, and whose intellectual powers
were more thoroughly developed. But my paper
has come to a close and I must stop. The Wes-
leyans are singularly active in Educational mat-
ters—and are doing nobly their part. Their
Normal Institation origially thought too large,
eannot accommodate all applicants, and the sup-
ply is not equal to the demand for country
schools. These Schools are constructed with a
liberal regard to the health of the children, and
are usually surrounded by play-grounds intended
not more for physical exercise, than for the de-
velopment of mental tendencies and for moral
culture. They are turning most advantagecusly
to aceount the assistance given through Privy
Council Grants; and are setting before the
oountry a specimen of vigorous and completely
organised denominational action.
I am yours, &c.,
ALEX. FORRESTER.

Letter from Rev. J. Allison, A. M.
No. 1.

From the Rev. John Allison, A.M., who has
gone, with his estimable lady, to Europe, for a
summer tour, we have the promise of a series of
letters, the first of which, written at the Lakes
of Killarney, we are pleased to be able to give
in our present number.

LAxEs oF KILLARNEY.

Dear BROTHER,—At your request, I take my
pen to give you my impressions, and, in doing
s0, I must beg to put them down just as I receiv-
ed them. By the kindness of Mr. Cunard, and
our friend Mr. Morrow, we secured a comfort-
ahle state room (a very important item in cross-
ing the Atlantic), and about midnight of the
11th, amid the benedictions of friends, we steam-
ed away from the wharf, and glided down your
beautiful barbour, directing our course to this
wondrous land,—the old home of our forefath-
ers.

The voyage was pronounced by all on board
to have been a most agreeable and pleasant one.
It certainly was so to myself ; and after a short
period of the customary offering to Neptune, it
was equslly so to my deur wife. Nearly all the
passengers remained on deck every day. For
vne day only was & white cap seen, and not one
any passed on which the sport-loving portion of
our company could not enjoy the inevitable game
ot shuffle board.

The morning ot the eighth day disclosed the
coast of Irsland, and with such precision was this
well-ordered ship guided by her skillful and gen-
tlemanly officers, that the first land made was
the very point indicated at starting from Halifax.
There, bathed in the sunlight, lay the emerald
[sle, and we gased upon her sloping hills, cover-
ed with potatoe patches and flx, and dotted here
and there with cabins with intense interest mak-
ing sundry reflections with which I will not trou-
ble you at present.

We landed at Queenstown in the Tender,
«hich eomes off for the 'mails, and our first in-
troduction te Ireland was under circumstances as

ploassnt as sould be desired,

nearly two acres, and erected at the cost of about |

Schools, and more specially the infant and most |

The first bursting forth of the beautiful scenery
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themeelves of the advantages which * Sackville”|

as we entered the bay was Jike enchantment, and | and other places present, but this 1 do say,in the |

Parliament the other night voted upwards of | ere we had reached the wharfs we had stored | College of St.Bonaventure, (Roman Catholic,)the |

away several legends, gratuitously told by the | Church of England, Wesleyan and General Pro-|

truly milesian commander of the Tender.

testant Academies of this town—the Grammar

The harbour of Queenstown, or Cove of Cork, | School of Harbour Grace, and the Wesieyan

strength.

to us as exceedingly beautiful ; nor were we dis-
appointed.  Never before did twelve miles of
river traveling present so many objects of inter-
est and unfold so much of lovely scenery.

The cream colored mansions embowered in
trees of luxuriant folisge of the richest green;
the grounds cultivated and embellished to the
water's edge ; the watering places offering every
attraction to visitors ; the castles covered with
ivy, telling of by-gone sges and battles of many
kings,—all combined to render this short trip of
an hour intensely interesting and exciting.

In tourists style, Cork was done up in five
hours, but in those five hours shall I tell you

what we saw? It was mules and donkeys anl

merry as if they had never felt the pains of hun-
ger. We drove to Blarney Castle and kissed—
yes we did—the real blarney stone! This old
Castle—formerly in the family of Cormac McCar-
thy—is now owned by Sir George Colthurst,
whose estate embraces a large sweep of the sur-
rounding country. In the vicinity of Cork stands
one of the Queen’s Colleges, a beautiful pile of
buildings, and in its immediate vicinity (to in-
spire & wholesome terror) the county jail. The
Ursuline Convent and several pubhe buildings
adorn the banks of the Lee as it glides down
from Blarney to the city.

The object of greatest interest in the city, to
my mind, was the unpretending projection on the
side of a crowded street of an humble sign cut
on astone: this was Wesley Chapel. How s
place was found for a chapel on that erowded
street I could not tell, and where the chapel real-
ly is is still a mystery ; but I concluded that the
sign over the door must lead to it, and if we
could have spared an evening for Cork, I think
we would have heard the voice of prayer in Wes-
ley Chapel.

From Cork to Killarney occupies three bours
by the train. [Every few miles an old ruin meets
the eye, and everywhere the most careful and
elaborate cultivation. During this journey on
the borders of Cork and Kerry you obtaia an
idea of the Irish peasantry ; here you see them
as they are swarming around their little cabins—
children, chickens and pigs, all in common. A
stone or mud cabin 6 ft. high, thatched roof, two
wumps of turf or peat smoking on the hearth, a
few wooden dishes, a bench, a few fowls, a pig,
and from eight to cixteen children, completes
the picture. The pig is no unimportant member
of this community—for hejis * the gintleman
that pays the rint,” and hence he receives spe-
cial attention.

Now for the lakes. Let me tell you first, that
you are not to have a description, for neither
pen nor pencil ever reproduced on paper or can-
vas the lakes and scenery of Killarney. Lady
Chatterton says, “ It is a region of enchant-
ments ; a hundred descriptions of it bave been
written,—thousands of sketches ot it have been
made, but no description makes us familiar with
Killarney. It is the coloring, the gleam of sun-
shine, the cloud, the tone, what in short cannot
be conveyed by the pen without the cant of art;
and is beyond the power of the peneil that gives
a magic to the scenery of Killarney.” I will
only enumerate some of the elements of beauty
which during the last twenty-four hours have
filled us with admiration and delight. There are
lakes of exquisite beauty and variety—moun-
tains of great height of every variety of form
and outline wooded and bare—vegetation of every
form —from the lichen which carpets every rock,
—to the arbutns, the ash, the holly, and the oak,
which spread their rich foliage over the walke
and avenues which thread the country around.
Then, caves and grottoes ; deep, dark chasms in
the mountain sides ; waterfalls (which drew ex-
pressions of admiration from the lips of the
Queer.) ; ruins clothed with the rich green ivy;

every color and shape, worn into fantastic forms
by the waves of Killarney, which are often agi-
tated by the fierce storms that burst over the
mountains. Gap of Dunloe, Innisfallen lsland,
Glena Bay, Derrycunnily, and Yore cascades,
Muckross Demesne, and Muckross Abbey, are
a few among many points of interest. Innis-
fallen Island is said to be the most beautiful spot
in Europe. Moore has contributed a beautiful
stansa to its memory :—

** Sweet Innisfallen, long shall dwell

In memory’s dream that suuny smile,

Which o'er thee on that evening fell,

When first I saw thy fairy isle.”
| Muckross Abbey—These beautiful and majes-
tic ruins are in the grounds of Mr. Herbert, M.P.
for Co. Kerry. Tne present was built 1440 on
tke site of a very ancient edifice destroyed by
fire. It retains much of its original design, and
in its cloisters is now growing the largest Few-
tree in Ireland. The trunk of this majestic Yew
is thirteen feet in circumference.

Other points of interest and beauty must be
omitted. They crowd upon the imagination, and
really oppress the mind as they do the senses,
when gazing upon them. One great charm of
Killarney scenery consists in the varied coloring
of the mountains and vallies. Every hour they
change their hue, and they are sublime when
enveloped in the storm cloud, and glorious when
the streaming sunshine is reflected from their
slopes and cascades.

Yours ubtil next mail,
J. ALLisox.

Wesleyan Academy, St. John’s,
Newfoundland.
To the Editor of the Provincial Wesleyan.

DraR SIR,—Presuming that a letter from
Newfoundland will not be unacceptable to your-
self, having lived a short time ia this Colony,
or to others of your Brethren in the Lower Pro-
vinces, many of whose years of strength and
manhood were spent in this * land of Fog,” 1
use no apology in addressing you, for the pur-
pose of giving a short account of the progress of
our Academy, as manifested in the Examination
of the classes, which took place on Friday, 12th
inst.

Although I have called this Colony, by a des-
ignation which is used by those of other and
more favoured climes, I would not have your
numerous readers to imagine, that we do not lay
claim to some degree of civilization—and, whilst
we are ready to acknowlecge the advantages
which exist in some of the neighboyring Colo-
nies, in obtaining a superior education, yet, we
must not shut our eyes to the fact, that New-
foyndland possesses educational advantages of
no ordinary character, and fastidious indeed
must be that parent who would send his son out
of Newfoundland to obtsin an education to be-
fit bim for the ordinary pursuits of life. I do
not mean to say, that the parents of those who
are destined for the Pulpit and the Bar who ean
afford the expense, do not act wisely in avsiling

splendid mansions of the nobility ; rocks of | Anthem were then sung—visitors and scholars

and I do not hesitate to say, more successful ex- | as it was called previous to the Queen's visit to  Academy of Carbonear, (conducted by Mr. J.
ertions than the We.leyan. For many yearsthe | Ireland, is a beautiful sheet of water, the en-| W. Webb of your city) a sound classical educa-
Wesleyans in Enghno'l bave been distinguished | trarce to which is guarded by two forts of great | tion can be obtained.

Inside the entrance, a narrow Arm |
runs up a few miles, in which Admiral ‘Blake | cloudy, but at an eariy hour all avsilable room s
took refuge from a French fleet. The passage | in the lpncim.ebool‘mom of our Academy was | dusiry;
from Queenstown to Cork bad been represented | well filled by visitors—the parents of the chil- | bad becom

The morning of the 12th inst., was dark and

dren and friends of edueation, several of our Min-|
isters, and the Board of Directors, excepting the |
Chairman who was abgent at Conference. No-|
thing conld be more cheering than the happy |
bealthy faces of the pupils—joy sparkled in their |

was & day of toil—their countenances bespoke a |
confidence of strength—in short, they were not !
disappoirited, nor were the visitors. So intense |
was the interest manifested, that throughout the |
day the room was densely crowded, and the ut-|

eral original articles or essays were either read |

training and considerable talent—there were also
some dialogues repested, and it was amusing to
witness the esse of some of the youthful speak-
ers, the conviviality of others—the ability of all.
The following is a list of original pieces—
Original Picees— Forenoon.

The Influence of Fashion—By Miss Emma
H. Rennie.

The Influence of Christianity—By Mary E.
Woods. '

The Pleasures of Memory—By Miss Selina
Bartlett.

Combination s Bource of Beauty—by Miss
Maria J. Peach.

George Bteer, and George E. Peach.
“Knowledge is Power”—By David H. Sclator.
The World a Field of Labour—By James C.

Rogerson.

Hugh Furneauz, C. Matthew, and John 8. Stu-
art.
Original Pisees— Afternoon.
The Glory of Life—By Miss Alice M. Reid.

M. March.

The Contest and the Victory—By Miss Jessie
Rogerson.

The Present and the Past—By Miss Harnnie
L. Bemister.

A Dialogue (Selested)—By J. A. Reid, S.
March, and W. B. Bclator.

Eogland’s Glory—By Campbell McPherson.

“ The Progress of the Age”—By Stephen R.
Mareh,

“ Oaward”—By Bamuel W. Pelley, Pupil
Teacher.

The Power of Association—By Francis Skeans,
Pupil Teacher.

The last named address was generally regard-
ed as the best, the author, Francis Skeans, be-
longs to the Blacklead Circuit, and will shortly
take charge of a sehoolip -~ae part of this Is-
land, baving speut nearly two years in the In-
stitution as a pupil teacher. In this respect the
Wesleyan Academy posseses every facility for

our Board or Common 8chools; to provide for
which the Government annually votes a respect-
able amount. The duties of the day being brough:
to a close, several short speeehes were delivered
—all expressive of the gratification which had
been felt—confidenoe in the Principal, and con-
gratulation in the success which hadjhitherto at-
tended his labours. The speakers were the Revs.
W. E. Shenstone, Thoa. Harris, and Joseph Pas-
coe, and by James J. Rogerson, Esq., and Hon.
Jobn Bermister. A piece composed for the oc-
ocasion, (as was also the music) and the National

dispersed—the former to pursue their usual pur-
suits, interrupted by a day of intellectual grati-
fication—the latter to enjey their holidays and
obtain fresh strength to commence another term.

Such, Mr. Editor, is a brief account of the last
examination of the Wesleyan Academy. With
the merits of this Institution few in the Provinces
are acquainted. In the Academy for the last
twelve months, were eighty-three pupils, of these
only forty-eight were Wesleyans. Why are the
children of Episcopalians, Presbyterian, and
Congregational parents educated within its walls,
whilst they bave similiar institutions of thei:
own? The answer is obvious,—they send theis
children where they belisvs they can obtain the
greatest bengfil. I remain, I Dear Sir,

Yours respectfully,

VERITAS.

L
84. John's, Nfid., Juue 29, 1863,

The Methodist Pulpit.

The true genesis of Methodism is found in the
cherished formula by which Methodist often de-
signate their system—the work of God. Rare
and illustrious as were the diversified talents of
its great Founder, his most ardent and reverent
sdmires only recognise in him an instrument rsi;-
ed up and sustained by the special providence o
God for the accomplishment of his own high and
beneficent purposes. The glorious group of
evangelists whom Wesley gathered around him
rejoicing more in the assuranes that they were
the servants of God than if they could have
boasted of apostolical lineage or prelatical ordi-
nation ; and the master whom they served ev ry-
where cheered them with multiplied evidences of
the validity of their mission and of the efficiency
of the ministry.

The main power of primitive Methodism, so fer
as the buman element is concerned, was the
power of the Pulpit ; thia is, in fact, the greatest
power of Christisaity. It was this that shsttered
the idolatries and extingnished the philosophies
of the old Roman Empire ; it was this which, at
the Reformation, awoks the Church from the pro-
found and paralyising torpor of the dark ages;
and it was by this that the Wesleys, Whitefield,
and their noble coadjutors, during the last cen-
tury, won their widespread and imperishable
triumphs. We do not forget that John Wesley |
was an suthor of no mean merit : be was a scholar,
s philosopher, a critic, a logician, and a prodigious
results reader ; and the of his lofty and opulent in-
tellect, as they are preserved in his numerous
works, exerted an incalculable influence for good
on the mind of his age. We do not forget that
Charles Wesley was a mighty bard, and that his
matchless lyrios lured with more than an Orpheus’
spell the frantic masees of the people. But the
power of old Methodism was the power of the
Pulpit. We cannot forbear our caveat against
certain motions which obtain, in some obecure
quarters, that the early race of Methodism preach-
ers were, as o olass, & sort of unpolished rustics
~slopder in thelr mental strustawre and more

A Dialogue (Selested)—by Neil McDougell, |

A Dialogue (Selested)—By John B. Ayre, |

The Bpirit of Diseovery—By Miss Charlotte |

inelal Weslegan.

slender still in their literary resources, but com-
pensating for these defects by wondrous volubili-
ty of utteranée and by a most infectious fervour
of temperament. Any cne familiar with 'Mr
Jackson's Lives of the men, or with the speci-
mens of their Sermons in the old Magazine, will
Dot require to be told that these notions are
ridiculously erroneous. They were, for the most
part, men of broad, robust, perspicacious intel-
Jects ; men who had educated themselves for their

|
lay Preachers,) who came together at the request
of Mr. Wesley, and of waom he says, * they de- |
sire nothing but to save their own souls, ‘“d‘
those who hear them.” And with good resson
he adds, * and surely as long as they continue
thus minded, their labour shall not be in vain in
the Lord.” The importance of an assembly is
not to be estimated by the worldly position of
its members, or the number of which it consists. |
Mighty results followed that apparently insig- |

R . S
in that cn).'. i But -all doubts were 00D 8t pogy
and the ministers found themselves in Iy
_—_ 2 1 Most com.
fortable homes, where all that could e g Y
: ’ done wag
cheerfully done to make their sojourn in th
cient city as sgreeable as poscible,
the Conference received a more heart
or left more grateful and pleasurable recollectinn,

behind. It was a privilege to most of the mem
bers of Conference to visit a city of historic ir
> 3 Wwoir.

terest, with so many festures peculiar y

ean.
.\Pv” has
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pecial work by painstaking and unwearied in- | nificant gathering of a few men who wielded and with surrounding scenery of such unsurpagg.
men who, by close and diligent study, neither the power of wealth nor that of worldly |ed gnndcur and beauty ; and it was not the least
e mighty in the Scripture ; men whose | fame. They were not, howerer, without power. | of the hospitable attentions paid to the Winister,
Ssxonian racigess and vivacity of style, whose | They had the power which resulted from s living | that they were furnished with such facilities
bome-life and apposite illustrations of the truth, | faith, a living experience of the truth, and the | visiting the various points of interest. Quebee

for

aud whose directedness of argument and appeal | spirit of power from on high. Their first act Methodism has a higher place in our hearty thag
went home to the minds, the hearts, and the con- | was prayer, repeated prayer, for the wisdom |ever, and we trust the friendships formed there,
sciences of their hearers ;—they were, in fine, | which cometh -from above ; and surely their | will be renewed, if not again in this world, o

eyes, and although conscious that before them | men called by Christ Himself and filled with the | prayer was not in vain.

Holy Ghost; and hence their manifold and' un-
paralleled success. John Wesley was not the |
man to employ ‘
sublime and awful work of preaching the Gospel.

We have, of late, heard it more than whis-

most attention was paid to the examination of the | pered that there are symptoms of deuriorntio'n
different classes in arithmetic, algebra, geometry, | in the modern Methodist Pulpit.. .lf we admit
thetoric, grammar, Eaoglish history, French, | that we have no men among us distinguished for
Spanish, and Latin, by the esteemed principal, | such pre-eminent power and greatness as were
big horses and oh, such heaps of Irishmen and | A. 8. Reid, Esq., M. A., to whom, as well as to | Benson, Clarke, Watson, Bunting, and others, ‘
women and ehildren, and every one of them as his assistant, Mr. Brettle, too much credit can- ! this dearth is by no means confined to Metho- |
not be aseribed. The number of pupils is scven- | dism : Presbyterianism has no Thomas Chalmers, |
ty-four—with the probability of still further in- | the Baptists have no Rober: Hall, and the In-
erease. To enliven the proceedings, and at the | dependents have no Winter Hsmilton. But
same time afford examples in composition, sev- | while with some reserve, we make this admission,

we maintain that the average standard of preach-

or recited by the puplls by whom they were con- | ing in our own and other Churches is greatly
poscd—some of which gave evidence of careful | higher than it was thirty years ago. Among

ourseives this is largely atiributable to the The-
ological Insitutions. Nearly five hundred Minis-
ters are now engaged in the Home and Foreign
work who bave had the benefit of a spec.fic train-
ing for their vocation, and the wholesome effect
of that training is manifest in the style and tone
of their Pulpit ministrations. Those ministra-
tions are, for the most part, thoughtful, practical,
and edifying : they are calculated to give their
hearers a more intelligent insight into the struc-
ture of Holy Scripture ; to enable them to ap-
srehend more clearly its spiritual lessons ; to
lead them to a higher appreciation of its tran-
scendant excellencies ; to stimulate them in more
earnest emulation of the glorious men whose
' biography it enshrines ; and to arouse them to a
more profound sympathy with the exalted Sa-
viour in the mighty purposes of his vicarious
death, and of his mediatorial enthronement.
While these are the prevailing characteristics of
{ the Methodist Pulpit we cannot allow the charge
of deterioration. We grant that we have few
Preachers of the sensational school, and the
fewer the better. They create a race of hot-bed
Christians, and foster a rampant satinomianism.
We are thaokful too, that the pretty, elegant,
| and melliflucus sentimentalisms of the semi-
| unitarian school are not permitted to supersede
those sober and suggestive expositions of God's
oan Word, which have been always the glory of
the Methodist Pulpit, and the aliment of the
Metbodist Pew. John Wesley’s followers will
| never thrive on what he designated, * whipped
I eyllabub.”  We rejoice, moreover, that the
Preaching-made-easy system, so largely patronis-
ed in former days by skeleton dealess, is now
hecoming antiquated, and that men sare begin-
ning to bave more confidence both in God and
in themselves. Men who eannot preach without
stolen skeletons ought to have nothing but skele-
tons to preach to. Such crutehes make more
cripples than they help. In an age when an
ample apparatus in every department of Bibli-
cal literature can be commanded at a small out-
lay, it is inexcusable in young Ministers to use
helps which will only serve to relax the muscles
and quench the fires of their native gerius, and

sending out superior teschers to take charge of | to denude their sermons of their freshness,

cogency, symmetry, uaity, and power.

1f every man would just be content to be himself
—to0 use his own talents and to use them in bis
own way, he would sway a better influence and
secure a more substantial renown, than if he
were the most successful imitator of any or of all
the celebrities of the day. The greatest orna-
ment of the modern Methodist: Pulpit owes his
well-merited popularity, not only to his brilliant
gifts, and unfaltering allegiance to the old Gos-
pel, but also to his graceful and unaffected na-
turalness. His sermons are inspirations—men-
tal creations—original, full of noble thoughts and
holy pathos. We shall not be so simple as to
affirm that every young man may attain similar
eminence, but we will venture to affirm that by
a firm reliance on his own energies, by a calm
persistency of purpose, by the vigorous improve-
ment of time, and by prayerful dependence on
God, he may rise to be an honour to the Church
and a blessing to the world.

It has long been the boast of Methodists that
their Pulpit is fenced against the encroachments
of heresy, so that the Gospel trumpet among
them can never give an * uncertain sound.”—
But in addition to gifted Preachers and ortho-
dox sentiments, we want just now more power
in the Pulpit—the power of the Holy Ghost.
Such power we may have, and must have.—
Power in the closet, power in the study, and
power in the Pew, wiil, if combined, give power
to the Pulpit—that conseience-stirring and soul-
transforming power which signalised the early
days of Methodism, and which is just now so
imperatively demanded by the moral and spiri-
tual neceseities alike of a languishing Church and
of a revolted world.—Recorder.

o

The British Conference: the First
and the Next.

With the June Quarterly Meetings which are
now being held, the Methodist year may be said
to close. In a few weeks the various interests
and enterprises of our Chureh will come under a
careful and searching review, and the short in-
terval which remains will be taken up in busy
preparation by those on whom it mainly devolves
to furnish the necessary information tothe Com-
mittees and the Conference.

The Conference of the people called Method-
ists is undoubtedly one of the most important
Convocations in Evargelical Christendom. This
year it will be held in Sheffield, where, since the
year 1803, it has been wont periodically to as-
semble, ard to receive from the friends there a
kind and hospitable welcome. Over the first
Sheffield Conference Dr. Coke presided, but who
shall preside over the coming one will neither be
known to ourselves nor to our readers until
Thursday forenoon, July 30th. Three honoured
names have been mentioned in the public prints
as likely to be put in nomination by their bre.
thren, but this is a matter with which we have
-no wish to interfere, being quite content to leave
the choice of the President to the Conference it-
self, to whom it constitutionally and wisely be-
longs.

The number of Ministers attending the ap-
proaching Conference will necessarily be limited,
yet it will strikingly contrast in this respect with
the First Conference, which was held in London
one hundred and nineteen years ago yesterday.
On the 25th of June, 1744, Wesley presided
over a small band of noble-minded men, whose
bearts the Lord had touched, and who met toge-
ther to converse respecting the methods to be
adopted to promote the work of God. It was
composgd of six clergymen, (and some add four

Through their labours, with those of men of
like mind, a great revival of religion in several

droves and incompetents in the | parts of the nation was already apparent, while i

to their believing minds a glorious future was |
opening before them, and they felt theic call wu!
to spread Scriptural holiness through the land.

They met not under the icflnence of pride or sel-
fishness. The only ambition with which they
were fired was to save souls from death and to
glorify their Master and Lord. The epirit of &
true Christian heroism animated them, and they
' boldly prepared to attack everywhere the strong-
holds of Satan, assured that the victory would
be theirs. But in carrying out this object, it was
necessary that they should understand each oth-
er's plans, and act unitedly. Hence the three
questions which they proposed for consider-
ation were— What to teach, How to teach, and
What to do—or how to regulate their doctrine,
discipline, and practice.

Important as were the discussion and settle-
ment of these questions to them, and also for
tbe furtherance of that great work ever the be-
ginning of which they greatly rejoiced, yet to the
wise men of the world the meeting together of
these half-score men would seem contemptible.
To'such it would appear of no consequenee what
these few men, who had neither wealth, patron-
age, nor power on their side, should agree either
to teach or do. Nay, all these were arrayed
against them, and, in addition, the selfish inter-
ests, sinful passions, and evil babits of the mal-
titude. Nor were they unaware of the difficul-
ties which lay in their path, but, with a courage
that became them, they were ready to face them,
and 'o overcome them too. They krew that it
was God'’s work in which they were engaged, and
that they were his servants, while it was his Spi-
rit which moved their hearts. And in this lay
their power and ‘Lieir success. They had been
baptised with the Holy Gbost and fire, and hence
their fervent !ove and burning seal in the esuse
of Christ.

For six days their * conversations” were eon-
tinued, and were characterized throughout by
true Christian sincerity and fraternal respect and
confidence. It was their expressed desire to
consider everything as in the immediste presence
of God, and to examine every poiat thoroughly
and to the foundation. In this spirit were the
discussions of that first Conference carried on,
and such being tke case, none need wonder that
the Master’s presence was so eminently manifest-
ed unto them, and that the grace of unity was so
richly vouchsafed. At that small Confereace the
basis of our Theology was really sctiled, with the
principles on which its polity is founaed, so that
Metbodism hes never had to change ite doctrines
or depart from the catholic and evangelical spirit
in which it then determiaed to act. The nation-
al changes which time has 1ntroduced, and the
consequent altered circumstauces of the age have
rendered necessary various modifications of its
outward form, but Methodism still remains un-
shakeh upon the foundation on which it was first
built. The seme doctrines of repentance, faith,
justification, regeneration, &c., which the Wes-
leys and their coadjutors resolved more than a
hundred years ago to preach, and by which they
wrought such spiritual reformation in the land,
are what our countrymen siill need; and indeed
what the world still needs for its illumination aud
salvation. Our Theology needs no new adjust-
ment to meet new circumstances. Embracing as
it does the great truths of the Gouspel, it isalways
adapted to the spiritual wants of all arountl us.
What is required is simply that the doctrines
which compose our creed should be preached as
clearly, as believingly, as forcibly as they were a
hundred years ago, and that they should have a
living embodiment in the experience and eon-
duct of our people. ' We have still the very wea-
pons by which our fathers won their triumpbs,
and if we use them with the same skill we shall
triumph too.

The Conference is plways justly regarded with
great interest by the Body on whose behalf it
meets, and we trust the coming one will be one
of the best ever held in Methodism. Last year
the Conference was a novelty to the neigbour-
hood in which it was held ; not so the present,
Some of the Sheffield:Conferences possess a hia-
toric importance in the annals of our Connexion.
There, in one or two important instances, a firm
stand was taken against a revolutionary spirit,
which sought to overturn our economy. ‘In this
instance the Conference will meet at a ‘time of
profound Cornexional peace, and our hope is
that it may be followed, as the last has been,
with an effusion of the Spirit, producing a glor-
ious revival of religion. We venture to ask the
prayers of the lovers of our Zion everywhere
that this may be the case.

The small numerical increase of the year, if it
should not discourage us, ought to make us all
profoundly thoughtful and prayerful. It will
not, we hope and believe, be passed slightly over
by the Conference itself. But it requires to be
pondered most seriously by ail of us, both Min-
isters and laity, and especially by all those Cir-
cuits where a decrease has been returned. We
feared for Lancashire, where the people have
been passing through a crisis of poverty and suf-
fering, but in both the important Districts of that
county we have liad a moat encouragirg increase,
Our Connexional drawhack is where we least ex-
pected one, in Districts where Methodiam won
for many yenrs its noblest triumphs, and was
wont to go from conquering unto conquer. A
temporary check is sometimes overruled for
good, and we trust it will be s0 in this instance.
Itis not sufficient that we recognize and praise
the noble deeds of our fathers : we must emulate
them. Metbodism cannot live upon its past suc-
cesses, it must catch the spirit, and perform the
work from which those successes flowed. If she
is prepared to do this, then shall she sing as in
the days of her youth, and her tribes shall still
gratefully acknowledge and joyfully declare,—
“The best of all is God is with us.”—1Ib,

Quebec Hospitality to the Cana-
dian Conference

It was pleasing to have our Quebec friends ex.
press the pleasure they felt in enjoying the com-
pany of their ministerial guests ; and it is equally
pleasing to know that their guests were more
than delighted with the heerty and munificent
hospitality which was shown them during the
session of Coanference. We believe that some
parties felt a little anxiety, as to whether nearly
three hundred ministers could be convesiently
entertained by our friends in Quebec, eonsider-
ing that it was the first time the Conference met

least upon the Mount of Zion above, in the city
of the glorified !

It would be a culpable omission, not to notiee
the kindness shown by ministers and memben o
other denominations, whose churches and Pulpiny
were put at the disposal of the Conference fo
two Sabbaths, and many of whom cheerfuily of.
fered to receive members of the (‘n:z.’rrenmu

| their guests during our stay in Quebec. We be.

lieve that the Rev. Mr. Clarke in particular, of
Chalmers’ Church, even exceeded that spirit of
liberal and brotherly kindness, for whick he iy 4
affectionately remembered by Wesleyan Mipj,.
ters who have been stationed by his side.— Gyqy.
dian.

What is Meant by Conformity t,
the World ?

At an aggregate Clerical Meeting, held at P,.
tersborough, last week, the Rev. Edward Hoare
introduced a discussion on the above subject.

It was, he thought, one of the greatest dangen
of the present day that many urr”enl)oun!
persons were losing eight of the distinction be.
tween the Church and the world. This was not
a new difficulty. It was one that had been met
with at all times. There were three senses in
which the world was spoken of in the Scriptures,
The first was, as meaning all the inhabitants of
this earth; the second was, this present life.
and the third was, the children of the world, g
opposed to the children of Gol. It was in this
latter sense he accepted the phrase. Conformity
to the world was the distinctive line bﬂ-";,
those who were in Christ and those who were
not. One way in which it manifested itsell wag
in conforming to the dress of the world. This,
perhaps, did not affect black-coated clergymen,
but it affected their homes. One most useful
lady be knew openly avowed that she dressed in
the very height of fashion because she found that
by so doing she obtained more influence for
good. But this was not in accordance with
Scripture. He thought that very often great
blame attached in this respect to the fathers of
families. Again, there was conformity to the
world when they chose their friends from it.—
Our Lord dined with Simon the Pharisee, but it
was to convey to him the message of salvation.
Therefore, when Christians were asked to the
house of Simon the Pharisee, let them gg, butin
the Lord's name. Now he came to a question
of much greater difficulty, — the question of
smusements. He would pass by those amuse-
ments which all Christians by common consent
bad thrown out. He had heard it said that there
was 0o harm in dancing. But he knew of noth-
ing which brought out the three things mention-
ed by the apostle John more prominently,—the
lust of the flesh, the lust of the eye, and the pride
of life. The great difficulty was to know 'where
to draw the line. When his advine wae acked,
there were two suggestions he generally made,
‘“ Are the amusements such that you can invite
your heavenly Father's sanction upon them?”
* Are they such that when you go you will be
likely to meet there the people of God ?” He
had been abroad, and he deliberately asserted
that the village dances as pursued on the Conti.
nent were less objectionable than many sports
and games pursued in England. He would go
further, and would say that if he were alone in the
world, and saw a party of Christian young peo-
ple, he would sooner set them dancing than to
aet charades, or to do other things which were
frequently done in society.

The pursuit of these amusements was like
sliding down a bank of snow at the edge of
which was a terrible precipice. It was pleasant
and perfectly safe to slide down the snow, if you
could stop there. You could not, and therefore
he said it was safer to stay on the rock and not
to venture on the snow at all. Again, he thought
there was conformity with the world when they
descended from their high culling to live as the
world did. Unhappily there were cases in which
all of a family were not of one mind on this point.
When this emergency arose he thought it was
the duty of a father to exercise his supreme su-
thority, and to say to his children, “ I cannot be
gulded by what you think; you must act ssl
deem right.”

A Short S8ermon to Sextons.

WHICH MAY BE OVERNEARD BY ALL OFFICERS.

Dear Brethrem :—You occupy an important
office in the Church of Christ, which is the king-
dom of God on earth.—An ancient saint, with a
crown om his head, said he would rather be one
among you than dwell in the tents of wickedness.
Very Aonorable then is your office. This is the
firstly of our sermon. Let us now pass to
Becondly. Very wseful may your post be also.
No man in the eongregation can more eflectually
stupify the preacher; no one can more effectually
put to sleep the hearers. Know you, brethren,
the importanee of goed asr P it is nextimportant
in the worshipping assembly to the good Spirit
fiom on high, of which Holy Scripture maketh
it the emblem. As the Lord hath thegift of the
latter, so the Sexton hath of the former. If be
giveth it not, the thoughts of the preacher flag,
and the heads of the hearers bow in worship to
the false god Morpheus. Keep idolotry out
of the church, brother sexton. There was a
band of old saints once who were called Iconoe-
lasts, becanse they tore down idols, and cast
them out of the temjles. The temples of our
land are degraded by the worshippers of Mor-
pheus ; sextons are the champions to make a
erusade against the abomination. They could
purge the land of it if they would. Up, then,
bretbren, and expel this heathenism. Do you
ask how it shall be done ?
(1:) Up with the windows at seasonable times.
(2.) Especially keep open, a little, those near-
est the pulpit, during the whole service. The
pruchn will repay you by better sermons.
(3.) Mansge this matter with skill ; blunder
not aé some in your honorable office do, by hav-
ing the windows either too much open, s0 as to
chill the hearers, or not open at all, 50 as to stu-
pefy tbem.—Distribute the ventilation in small
drafts all along tke casements.
Agamn. Never freeze the congregation by
neglecting the fires ; begin them early to make
sure of the comfort of the temple ; it is better to
begin too soon than too late, for when there is
too much heat it can be relieved by ventilation ;
when there is not enough, ventilation has to be
Jost without remedying the deficiency. How
many in your honourable function, brethren,
bave thus robbed the Lord of the worship of aa
ontite assembly? Remember, that withipeeuliar




