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GENUINE CERTIFICATES.

A correspondent lest week incidentally 
alluded to' the remarkable change which 
passed upon one community as the result 
of a powerful revival of religion It was 
particularly noticeable in the records of the 
Police Courts, while in those vices which 
give the Courts their principal work, there 
was most gratifying improvement. This 
is a distinguishing feature of Christianity. 
Other religions—notably the Pagan—have 
revivals of .excitement, accompanied with 
sensual and revolting circumstances. In 
our religion, a revival means a season of 
heart-work,—of sorrow for and abandment 
of sin. From a thousand centres of recent 
religious movement one could readily ob­
tain just such testimony, gratifying, abun­
dant and complete.

It would seem, therefore, that the world 
throughout needs precisely this remedy. 
That, in preference to all merely ameliora­
tive measures or institutions, philanthro­
pists should throw their strength into the 
one purpose of securing public attention 
toward the things which belong to the soul 
and eternity. Energies most noble are 
brought to bear upon single forms of habit 
or of error ; and it too often happens that 
the managers of societies which aim against 
a single vice are content with the result 
when a member joins their fraternity,though 
half the commauds of the decalogue should 
by him be broken every day. Is it not too 
often the case, indeed, that mauy rest se­
cure in the belief of their owu righteous­
ness merely because they have cut off a 
single sin or denied themselves a solitary 
gratification ? Not that such societies are 
to be despised. They have done and are 
capable of doing a great work ; but on the 
principle that the greater includes the less, 
a sound conversion to God accomplished at 
once all that is sought by the various phil­
anthropic and restorative associations.

Why, again, should legislative bodies ig­
nore the power aud effects of religion? II 
the chief object for which they spend then- 
time and receive the honour and wealth 
bestowed by the people, be to secure the 
greatest possible amount of good in the na­
tion, it follows that the very best agents in 
accomplishing this should be encouraged. 
Do they desire to restrain wickedness? We 
offer them the best evidence, on undoubted 
authority, that religion is most effectual for 
this end. Would they promote peace, com­
fort, prosperity iu society? Here again 
the certificates come in. Alas ! that we 
should be compelled to bemoan the indiffer­
ence of many rulers themselves to these 
great objects ; but then they do not deserve 
censdre so much as the people who entrust 
them with grave responsibilities.

Let the great fact be fully kept in view, 
—At a social advantage there is nothing to 
be compared to a good revival of religion. 
Without insisting upon the spiiitual and 
eternal gains, which none will deny, a peri­
od of religious awakening brings health, 
purity, prosperity in its train. The city 
will have less taxes, fewer criminals, hap­
pier homes, while money once squandered 
will find its way into these fields of bene­
volence and improvement which perpetual­
ly bring great harvests.

proofs from the Scriptures add ancient Ian 
guagea, must satisfy those who look upon 
I be discussion as merely an argument, as to 
which side of the question was best sus­
tained. While to the earnest seeker after 
truth, the fragile, uncertain foundation upon 
which the doctrine of Universalisai rests 
was fully exposed, and the discussion was 
calculated to cause those who are resting 
upon that foundation to make sure that the 
hour of death will not find them with lamps 
which have no oil, cisterns that can hold 
no water, and themselves enveloped iu doubt 
and despair. Yours truly,

A Huus.
Windoor, April 10, 1874.

Ovh New Hkadiwq has been in use now 
for several weeks. We have received a
variety of criticisms upon it,—some very 
favourable, others adverse, and a few—well, 
we shall not say of what quality. To those 
who are pleased we have nothing to say but 
congratulations upon the similarity of their 
taste with our own. To the others we have 
simply to confess that, (like themselves 
when requested to bring home for some loved 
one a new bonnet) the object was to suit the 
wearer. Occupying a rather public position 
in city thoroughfare, we often hear remarks 
not quite complimentary upon headdresses 
which pass along ; but really we have come 
ourselves to regard more that which is 
covered by the bonnet. Turban, Hood, 
Feathered Cap or Miniature Flower Garden, 
what matters it which is worn so that the 
face within is cheerful, intelligent and win­
some?

We give one extract from a letter of re­
cent date which will perhaps reveal to some 
of our readers the genius of one who 
carries with him no deed weight of worm­
wood.

“ At first I was inclined to be offended 
at the hand which could so heartlessly 
behead my old friend that for many years 
had visited my study in true, primitive 
Methodist garb. ‘ Adorned most because 
unadorned.’ But I am growing familiar 
with the smiling face and Jockey Hat which 
bring me the letters from the Churches. 
I have no desire to see it again assume its 
former garb, but would rather pray that it 
may increase in smiles a thousand fold.”

To which we add, Amea !

Discussion.—It was intimated in the 
daily papers hero that a public controversy on 
the doctrine of Universalisai was to take place 
in Windsor, last 7 uetdsy evening. We have 
been waiting for intelligence fiom the scat of 
war, but thus far have been left in the dark. 
It merely reaches as indirectly that a very 
talented minister of the above faith, who 
recently came to Halifax, in casting about him 
for an opponent, selected and challenged a 
youth in Windsor, who is known as Pastor of 
the Methodist Church in that town. A large 
number of Universalisa went thither at the 
appointed time from this city ; and through 
them only can any information be obtained. It 
appears there was a very large audience ; some 
one “ tore the other's illustrations to pieces,” 
it is admitted, and the challenging party is not 
quite satisfied with something. Moreover, it 
appears that the youth has kindly consented 
to carry the war into Africa, or, in other 
words, to enlighten the congregation of Uni­
versaliste in this metropolitan city of Halifax 
We should like to know which conquered— 
the giant with bis spear, shield, sword, and 
armour-bearers, or the lad with his sling and 
pebbles. If the former should be disappoint­
ed, be can only have himself to blame, as the 
youth had a history, and a little enquiry 
would have satisfied the sttangcr that the lad 
had been known to bring home on previous 
occasions giants' heads from the battle-field.

After writing the above, and just iu 
time for the press, we received the follow­
ing note The Windsor Mail gives a 
lengthy account of the discussion which we 
hold over of necessity till next week :

UNIVERSALISM EXPOSED !
To the Editor of the Wesleyan :

The discussion which took place at the 
Temperance Hall, Windsor, on the 7th inst , 
between the Rev. Costello Weston, of Hali­
fax, aud Rev. A. Stewart DesBrissy, of 
this place, (Subject, “ Will those who die 
unreconciled to God be eternally and for­
ever lost, ) attracted a crowded house, ex­
cited a lively interest and was attentively 
and patiently listened to for three hours. 
There seems to be among those who think, 
weigh and judge for themselves, but one 
opinion as to the result. The lucid, forci­
ble reasoning of the Rev Mr. DesBriaay iu 
exposing the fallacies of bis opponent's ar­
guments, sustaining hie position by the 
most positive evidence, aud incontestible

The fund created by the âüheeriptieos of 
the preachers was known subsequently

nation, or leafed * ttequeef, hat to which 
Societies sod Congregations, as such contribute 
nothing, fro* this fan

the Itinerant Methodist Preachers Annuity ^ the Widow receive their sole

Lar Representation.—In England and 
Ireland there seem to be a desire for the 
introduction of the Lay Element into the 
regular workings of their Annual Method­
ist Conference. There is little said on the 
part of the Laity through the Press, it is 
true ; and this is regarded as an argument 
by some against the change. Bat when 
we consider the loyalty ot English Method­
ists and their aversion to any agitation, 
those occasional expressions we meet in the 
newspapers ought to be pondered by all 
who love the interests of our Zioo. Very 
prudent are our fathers at home in their 
treatment of all who indicate any disposi­
tion for change. By quiet, politic, com­
mon-sense legislation they have frequently 
prevented of late years such serious dis­
ruptions as were formerly of too frequent 
occurrence. We have every confidence 
they will meet this recent and reasonable 
expression with all necessary prudence.

£orrr*po«dmf.
THE 8VPERNUMRERARY MINISTERS

AND MINISTERS' WIDOWS' FUND.

ARTICLE I.
Among the various important general or 

Connexions! Funds which the Wesleyan 
Church of Eastern British America bas 
been attempting to establish since the or­
ganization of the Conference in 1856, the 
one above named has not commanded the 
least prominent place in the estimation of 
those who have, from year to year, recog­
nized their obligation to sustain those 
Funds. But a comparison of the objects, 
which the Supernumerary Ministers' and 
Ministers' Widow's Fund is designed to 
accomplish, with the amounts which have 
been contributed to it as published in the 
printed minutes of each year, will shew, we 
thiok, that its claims have not yet been duly 
considered on many of the Circuits. We, 
therefore, take the liberty of asking every 
friend of Methodism throughout the Con­
ference, to whom we can thua gain access, 
through the columns of the 15 bsletan, to 
rightly reconsider the claims of the Fund. 
If this request should be granted, the result 
will hereafter, we trust, be seen in greatly 
increased annual contributions to it from 
mauy of the Circuit».

The name of the Fund at once suggests 
its objects, to make some provision for so- 
called Supernumerary Ministers—or those 
no longer able on account of advanced age 
or loss of health to perform the arduous du­
ties of regular circuit work, and for the wid­
ows of deceased ministers.

Owing to the adoption of the system of 
an itinerant ministry and the connexions! 
principle in regard to its churches, the ne­
cessity for a general fund for the accom­
plishment of those purposes became appar­
ent at a very early period in the history of 
the parent English Conference. Hence so 
early as the sixth Conference held Novem­
ber, 1749, the question was considered, 
u How may provision be made, for old or 
worn-out preachers ?” and arrangements 
were made for tbe formation of a fund. But 
io this, as in other matters, Mr. Wesley 
and his fellow-laborers were led on gradual­
ly by providential circumstances. At first 
the means provided were lamentably small ; 
and tbe attention of tbe Conference was io 
subsequent years frequently occupied in tbe 
consideration of the question how these 
meaos might be increased. In 1799 ar­
rangements were made which virtually cre­
ated two funds ; it was resolved that tbe 
subscriptions of the preachers should be 
kept separate from those of the people, sod 
that the latter should be considered as form­
ing a fund of charity ; but that the sub­
scriptions of the ministers, being their own 
money, subscribed in general with great 
difficulty, out of their little pittance, should 
be distributed among supernumerary preach 
ers and widows, according to strict and im­
partial rules of justice.

nod the retiring Pree-

Society Fund, and the other was designat­
ed in 1804 the “ Methodist Preachers’ Mer­
ciful Fund," and in 1818, “ The Methodist 
Preachers' Auxiliary Fund”—and in 1839 
this gave place to the “ New Auxiliary 
Fund.” At the Conference in 1807 it was 
enquired, “ What can further be done to 
improve the condition of the soperaonated 
preachers and widows in our Connexion? 
The reply to which was—“ aa it is well 
known that tbe whole of the provision which 
can be afforded by the fond for the sup 
port of the superannuated preachers and 
widows, is not sufficient to provide them 
with the necessaries of life, we recom 
mend to tbe attention of all our opulent 
friends, a Plan laid before us by Brother 
Clark, which we desire may be published 
with as much speed as possible, in the 
Magazine."

Among the arguments made use of by 
Dr. Clarke in favour of the Fund, was the 
following :—

“ That all the ministers of the establish­
ment, and the dissenters retained their sta­
tions while they lived, if free from immor­
ality ; weakness and infirmity did not dis­
qualify them from holding their benifices 
but among tbe Methodism it was otherwise ; 
for when a man was disabled from keeping 
his Circuit regularly, he was immediately 
made a supernumerary preacher, and placed 
for his support on the preacher's fund, so 
that when be moat stood in need of support, 
he was reduced in hie circumstances, and 
bis place filled by a junior brother. On 
the itinerant plan, it cannot be otherwise ; 
but then, the friends should remember this, 
and, according to their abilities, contribute 
to the laud for their support.” The imme­
diate result of the publication of this plan 
was a considerable increase—but still the 
fund was found inadequate aud in 1812 
special Committee was appointed to consider 
the affairs of the fund and “ private appli­
cations were ordered to be made on its be 
half io every Circuit, those on the mission 
plan not being excepted." But notwith 
standing tbe anxious consideration which 
was given to the subject year after year by 
the Conference, it was found that up to the 
very close of the first century oi Methodism 
the Preachers Auxiliary Fund had beeu 
supported, chiefly, by tbe subscriptions of a 
comparatively small portion of tbe Metho­
dist people ; and it bad been found very ioa 
dequate to meet the pressing demands made 
upon it/*

At the Conference of 1838 a Committee 
of Ministers and layman which had been 
previously appointed to make preparatory 
arrangements for holding a centenary re­
ported end in their report which was adopt­
ed by the Conference was the following re 
solutions :—

“ That this Committee earnestly recom 
meuds to the immediate consideration ol the 
connexion, tbe case of our worn-out minis­
ters, sod that of the widows of our deceas­
ed ministers. The Committee respectfully 
suggest the propriety and necessity of some 
further provision for their support upon the 
principle of the children’s fund ; and would 
be particularly gratified, if such an arrange 
ment could be effected, aud provision made 
for its future practical operation, during 
the coming centenary year ; believing that 
it would be, in connexion with other modes 
of célébrâtiog that occasion, an eminently 
fitting and beneficial testimonial of the 
gratitude of tbe connexion to those of itr 
ministers who are no longer c. psble of 
regular aod constant labors, and of its 
pious cars for the widows of those preach­
ers who are gone to their reward.”

In the report of the General Centenary 
Committee, which was presented to the 
Conference in 1839, it is seid io regsrd to 
this matter : —

“ 1. That at a numerous meeting, held 
in Manchester, in November, 1838, 
the subject formed one of the most promi 
nent and deeply interesting topics which 
came under their consideration ; and that 
ample evidence was afforded of the univer­
sal conviction of our people, that s better 
provision for our worn-out ministers, end 
for tbe widows of our deceased preachers, 
is demanded by every principle of justice, 
aod by every feeling of Christian sympathy 
aod kindness, and ought not to be longer 
neglected or delayed.

•* 2. That they, after much preliminary 
discussion, appointed a sub-Committee to 
prepare and digest a plan for carrying into 
effect this great object.

“ 3. That at a subsequent and numerous 
meeting, held at Manchester, in February, 
1839, the plan prepared by the sub-Com­
mittee was presented, and after various 
discussions and modifications, was unani­
mously adopted.”

The Conference onanimoosly adopted this 
Plan, and ordered that it, together with a 
Statement which was prefixed to it, should 
be printed as au official document in con­
nexion with the minutes for that year 
This official document states : —

“ That from virions circumstance which 
have occurred during the last twelve months, 
it would appear that the exact situation of 
Ministers in tbe Wesleyan Connexion, when 
worn out with service, or obliged to retire 
from tbe regular work of tbe ministry, through 
loss of health, and of Preachers’ widows, has 
not till lately beeu well understood by the body 
of Wesleyan Methodists and their friends at 
large, nor indeed by any considerable number 
of that boJy. It was not generally known 
that there is no Fund, at present, raised by the 
contributions of the Members of our Societies 
and Congregations, upon which these persons 
have any claim, and from which they may 
receive, at matter of course, some eta ed al­
lowance when they are cut off from every Cir­
cuit fund io the Connexion. In this respect 
tbe ait nit ion of e Methodist Minister is pecu­
liar and trying. He may have journeyed, and 
preached, and worn himself out in strenuous 
endeavours to promote the temporal, the spi­
ritual and the eternal welfare of the people to 
whose service he devoted his life, never in any 
plane receiving more pecuniary remuneration 
for bis labours than is sufficient for tbe pre­
sent respectable and comfortable maintenance 
of himaelf and bis family ; and then, as toon 
aa tbe Conference declares him no longer com­
petent to tbe labours of a Circuit, and places 
him io tbe class of Supernumerary Preaoher-, 
be baa to begin tbe world, be has not so much 
aa a habitation to shelter him from tbe wind 
and rain ; bis people have made no provision 
for bis subsistence. (Tbe only exception is 
the very limited existence afforded from what 
is now usually termed the Auxiliary Food, 
to a email elate of the most aged Supernumer­
aries.) A preachers’ widow is in a still more 
destitute situation. • • • There is a
Preachers' Annuitant Society, to which each 
Preacher, while, in tbe work aubecribea an­
nually six guinea», besides paying a consider­
able premium for admission, aod to which a 
considerate friand oceunonally presents a do-

__ t be necessary for me to say a word In
reference to tbe board which ^hall elect

claimeMc support. Toe annuities, how 
ever, paid by that Society, are ao small aa 
to be altogether inadequate to the mainte­
nance of the persona depending upon them, 
inasmuch aa some claimants receive only 
ten pounds a year, though the Preacher 
may have travelled upward» ot eleven 
years, and may have a wife and several 
children to euppott ; and no earn paid from 
the Fund amounts to more thua forty-two 
pound» a year, though tbe preacher may 
have travelled forty, or any number more 
then forty years. The evident insufficiency 
of this income led to the institution of the 
Preachers’ Auxiliary Fund. To this Fund, 
raised annually by the private subscriptions 
of a few members of our Society and other 
friends, appeal may be made by a Supernu- 
rary Preacher or by a Widow, and thea the 
Committee may vote a grant to assist 
the income received from the Annuit­
ant Society. It may be sufficient here to 
«ay, in praise of this Fund, and in thankful 
acknowledgement to the subscriber», that 
it has saved many Supernumerary Preach­
ers and Widows from perishing through 
want, which they must have done, especi­
ally if they had families, had they received 
nothing beyond their income from the An­
nuitant Society Fund, and if the amount 
annually subscribed had been sufficient 
wilh the annuities, to make tbe last days of 
Worn-Out Preachers and Widow» comfor­
table, though the sums were paid, not as 
matter of course, but of favor—not a» an 
act of justice for years of labor, perhaps of 
suffering, in tbe Church of God, but of 
charity,— however objectionable the man­
ner of ministering tbe assistance, lets neces­
sity would have existed for any change of 
system. But this Fund has ever been so 
insufficient aa a supply for the urgent de­
mands made upon it, that tbe utmost dis 
crimination has been necessary in making 
the grants ; this again has made it neces­
sity to inquire into the private affairs of the 
applicant», and so searching and painful 
however kindly conducted has been the in­
quiry, that few persons would apply for re­
lief, unless compelled by an imperious ne 
cessity. And when the Committee have 
sifted the cases most thoroughly, to aacer 
tain the comparative amount of distress, and 
have distribut'd the sum placed at their 
disposal with the strictest equity, the cases 
are seldom relieved to tbe extent of one 
half, often not one quarter, of the amount 
which can be d»emed desirable or just 
This defect in the financial system of Mette 
odism has been long observed by several 
friends, and very deeply deplored. • •
“ Wbeo tbe Centeoary Committee assem­
bled in Manchester the Bristol Resolution 
received the most attentive and anxious 
consideration, and it was felt as strongly as 
it was at Bristol, and if possible more 
strongly, that the preachers should not be 
left in old age and affliction, to the small 
provision from their own Annuitant Furd, 
and to a Fund of Charity which can mere­
ly palliate a few cases of more grievious 
destitution ; but that they should receive 
some regular and stated help from the peo 
pie to whom they have mioistered, as a 
just return for services actually rendered. 
The Auxiliary Fund being mude available 
not only for special helps in a few cases of 
peculiar necessity, but for a fair aod moder­
ate addition to tbe meaos of comfortable 
support, io every case where such support 
has been earned by service, and where the 
parties themselves think it right to claim it,

And in order to make the Auxiliary 
Fund adequate (or the accomplishment of 
this, it was resolved to enlarge it by making 
every Circuit in the connexion without ex­
ception directly responsible for ao annual 
contribution to it which should average at 
least sixpence sterling for all its members ; 
the Fund, enlarged io this and other ways, 
waa called the New Avxiuabt Fond. And 
it waa arranged that a Supernumerary Min 
ister might claim from it as a right an an­
nual allowance of from £15 to £50 stg., in 
Proportion to the number of years he might 
have travelled in full circuit work ; and the 
widows of Methodist Preachers from £10 
to £18.

These allowances added to the annuities 
from "the Preacher’s Annuitant Society, gave 
to Supernumerary Preachers an Annual In 
come which averaged about £2 stg. for each 
of the years previously spent in the regular 
work ; aud to widows an annual income 
which averaged about £1 stg. for each of 
the years their husbands had travelled. Tbe 
Wesleyan Missionaries who had been re­
ceived into full connexion aod who were la­
boring in these colonies at tbe time 
of the formation of the Conference in 
1855, possessed prospective Supernumerary 
rights equal to those which mioisters, la­
boring iu England had, and these rights 
were assured to them by the Missionary 
Committees. But for the preachers then 
on trial and for those who might thereafter 
be taken into the Conference of Eastern 
British America it was necessary that a 
Society or Fund should be formed. And 
at tbe first Conference a Committee was 
appointed to prepare a plan for the forma­
tion of such a Society or Fund ; of this we 
propose to write in another article.

RESULT OF UNION VOTE! LETTER 
FROM THE PRESIDENT.

Sackville, April 9, 1874
To the Ministers of the Conference of 

Eastern British America.
De ta Brethren—

I had hoped to be able, before this, to 
announce tbe result of the decision of our 
Quarterly Meetings, on the subject of Union 
with tbe Canada Conference. But the re­
turns have come in slowly, and are not yet 
all to hand. Sufficient in number, however, 
have reached me to warrant the conclusion 
that both the scheme as a whole, sud the 
incorporation of Lay Representation in the 
General Conference have been accepted by 
a majority of the official members of our 
Church.

Of the one hundred and sixty-two Circuits 
named in our Minutes, probably not more 
than about one hundred and thirty may be 
expected to report—the others being Home 
Mission Stations without a supply, or other­
wise incapable ol having a Quarterly Meet­
ing. The total number now reported is 
one hundred and two (102). Of these, 
one (1) declined to vote ; two (2) were 
unable to convene a meeting ; three (3) 
voted adversely to the first question ; and 
three (3 ) adversely to the second ; while 
ninety-six (96 ) voted in the affirmative for 
both, and, in a large majority of case», 
unanimously.

The Secretary of Conference will doubt­
less forthwith announce the number of Lay 
Representative» to be elected from each 
District to the General Conference ; but it

g oo after the last Conference several 
partie» asked for an explanation of sub section 
(21. in section 5, of the scheme of Union, 
(Min. of Coof P. 140 )

After doe deliberation, and consultation 
with the chief officers ot tbe Conference, it 
devolves on me no^to state, that tbe provi­
sion there made for tbe election by ballot of 
certain members of each Quarterly Meeting, 
to the District Meeting, aod who should be 
«barged with tbe responsibility of electing 
Lay Représentâtivas to the General Confer­

ee. does not apply to our Conference as at 
present constituted : and that the Circuit 
stewards of tbe several Circuits, also who are 
ex officio members of oar Annual District Meet­
ing», are responsible for making that elec­
tion.

It will thus appear that a very special rea­
son exists for every Circuit Steward being 
present, in Jane next, a tbe District Meeting 
to which he belongs By a little foresight 
and effort between that officer and bis super, 
intendant, such a result may doubtless be at­
tained, aod its benefit in many ways will be 
incalculable.

Believe me, Dear Brethren,
Yours very truly, 

Ciiablss Stewart.

WORTH CONSIDERING.

Mr. Editor.—The Colportage move­
ment under the sanction of the Executive 
Book Committee, has the approval of our 
people. Let the agitation in its favour be 
continued. It can be made a power for 
good in our land. The time is not far in 
the future when it should be made one of 
the distinctive features of our Home Mis­
sion organization. Colporteurs visiting 
from place to place disposing of books, 
periodicals &c and co-operating with the 
ministers on Home Mission stations in 
special services would be doing Home 
Missionary work.

But what can be done immediately in 
our villages, towns and cities, to furnish 
young couverts and our congregations 
generally with good reading matter? As 
oue of the many brethren favoured with 
gracious Revival influences, this question 
has forced itself upon my mind. It is be­
ing answered on oue Circuit in this way. 
Fifty dollars are raised with which to com- 
meure a small circulating library. By a 
small tax per week charged to those w ho 
read the books a fund will be formed, from 
which by tbe Irequent purchase of books 
the library will be enlarged and improved.

The resalts we anticipate are these—our 
people will be indoctrinated in our theo­
logy, familiarized with the lives of the great 
and good of onr denomination, instiucted 
in our Church polity and made increasing­
ly loyal to Methodism.

May not a similar plan be adopted on 
many of tbe Circuits in our Conference ?

Trusting that it will have your advocacy 
Mr. Editor

I remain Yours Jcc.
Z.

April Ith, 1874.

OUR ENGLISH LETTER.

The coming homo of the Bridal party——The new 
Parliament, its Leaders, and promises of work— 
—The return of oar soldiers from the " war

Esth ’-----The Prince Imperial of France, and
ia friends.

Dear Mr. Editor,—The great event 
of the past fortnight has been the return of 
His Royal Highness, tbe Duke of Edin­
burgh, and his Bride, the daughter of the 
Emperor of Russia. Tbe Prince is highly 
esteemed, aud haa received a right royal 
and most loving greeting. The landing 
took place at Gravesend, where costly aud 
expensive preparations had been made from 
the pier, through the town, and to tbe rail 
way elation. An immense crowd witness 
ed the landing, and tbe imposing proces­
sion, heartily cheering the young couple 
and bestowing upon them all manner of 
good wiebea At Windsor they were met 
by the Queen, and the greater part of the 
Royal family. Their first resting place 
waa at Windsor Castle, where a magnifi­
cent reception awaited them. In a lew 
days there followed » stately entrance into 
London and taking up their abode and 
state in Buckingham Palace. The ban­
quet», balls, levees, and other fashionable 
doings in connection with this event would 
be tedious of recital, and there is only oue 
circumstance which I would chrouicle, 
which ia that the Queen has taken a more 
publie part in some of those joyous demou- 
strations than she has io any, since the 
death of her husband, the beloved Prince 
Consort.

Tbe doiogs in Parliament for 10 or 12 
day» have been exceedingly tame and un­
important. The swearing iu of members, 
tbe issuing of write for re-election of mem­
bers of the Government, and a few routine 
notices of buineis fill up the record. Mr. 
Disraeli is fully installed as Premier, aud 
has necessarily beeu iu a position of much 
prominency aud honour during the Wed­
ding festivities. Yet the Queen has not 
overlooked Mr. Gladstone aud bis leading 
friends, but with greet consideration and 
delicate regard, invited them as distinguish­
ed guests and paid them honours second 
only to those which belonged to the party 
in power. The changes consequent upon 
the occaeion of a Tory Government have 
been made with comparatively a small 
amount of friction, and the occupants of 
the distinguished official posts are entering 
upon their work quietly and gracefully. 
The public hear little more than the mere 
announcement of the names. The defeat 
on the one side aod the victory on the other 
is tacitly accepted, and we bear no com­
plaints.

Her Majesty’s speech was unusually 
brief and precise. Io it, our Conservative 
Government promise but very little io re­
gard to the form of practical legislation. 
The laws relating to the sale and transfer 
of land are to he taken in hand, and sim­
plified. The relations between men and 
their misters are to be referred to a Royal 
Commission, and that means an indefinite 
amount of time before any real work will 
be attempted on this subject by Parliament. 
A painful and most significant intimation 
ia given that the vexed question of the 
Licensing Bill is to be re-opened and 
doubtless some concessions are to be made 
to the mighty forces of the drink-makers 
and vendors to whom so many of our Legis­
lators are indebted for their seats. Mr. 
Spurgeon says that undoubtedly England 
ia now under a “ publican ” government. 
Republicanism gains io favor, but tbe Pub­
licans of England wield a moat terrible 
amount of power, and now they are to he 
yet further conciliated and favored.

The troop ships are arriving from the 
Gold Coast, bringing back the brave men, 
who have humbled the haughty aod cruel 
Aahantean King and destroyed hie capital. 
They are being received at Portsmouth 
with great enthusiasm and well deserved 
honor». The campaign has made sad in­
roads upon the health aod appearance of 
tbe men, while » few have found graves in 
the far off African land, some slain in war, 
and many succumbing to the deadly influence

of the climate, or sinking under tbe fatigues 
of the way. Even this small war has 
caused much sorrow throughout England. j 
aod involves an expenditure of £900,000 
sterling. It appears to have been a stern 
and cruel necessity for the vindication of 
right, and the maintenance of national 
honor and prestige.

The Prince Imperial—sen of the late 
Emperor, haa jnst attained bis 18th birth­
day, which according to French reckoning 
means coming of age. He was waited up 
on by a large end respectable following of 
devoted Bonapartiste and Imperialists who 
presented an address, end expressed senti­
ment» which prove that the exiled family is 
yet looked to with food yearnings and irre­
pressible hopes, as connected with the fu­
ture of France. The young man is modest 
and studious. He is evidently being well 
instructed to bide his time and let affairs 
ripen for another change io the minds of 
that ever changing people. For the present 
he is quietly prosecuting his studies and is, 
with his stately and beautiful mother, 
honored by our own Royal family and all 
classes of the people.

March 23rd. “ B"

Soiuf Unissions.

Sackville, April 7, 1874.
Dear Mr. Editor—The writer of the 

enclosed sent it to me, with the request 
that I would say a word in commendation 
of the object for which he pleads. That I 
would gladly do, it I thought it possible to 
add any force to the appeal which is made. 
But Bro. Hart speaks most powerfully ou 
behalf of a most important end necessitous 
case ; and I can but express the hope that 
substantial aid will soon be forthcoming 
towards the rebuilding of the Port Mulgrave 
Wesleyan Church.

I/et me further say, that I wonder our 
good people along these eastern shores have 
not long since presented their* state of dis­
tress to the Connexion—for I believe other 
churches besides this one greatly require 
help All praise to those who persistently 
in the time of their personal poverty and 
loss, struggle to replace the house of God ! 
Would that we had a Church Aid and Ex­
tension fund !—Perhaps we shall ere long.

Believe me, /
Yours very truly, / 

Charles Stewart.

MANCHESTER HOME MISSION.

Mr. Editis,—Permit me to bring be 
fore the public some notice of a part of our 
work :—

PORT MVLOBATE CHURCH

is now no more. It was a neat little church 
Finished outside. Laths were on hand, 
and F. C. Cooke. Esq , who had dene much 
toward» its erection, waa planning to have 
them put np outside.

THl AUGUST OALX

swept over ua. Our church waa blown 
down, crushed aod broken, and so were 
the hearts of our moat interested people, 
In the midst of their own loss, their great­
est distress was to see the church a heap of 
ruine. After a consideration of the circum 
stances that pushed os to immediate action, 
we sold at public sale, the broken timbers 
and boards, and for a time could only 
mourn our loss.

To some there was deeper sorrow. For 
a little they struggled against their fears 
Then cams tbe assurance that the loved 
one had gone down beneath tbe surging sea, 
others were borne home to ua almost by a 
miracle, so that indeed there was weeping 
with those who wept, and rejoicing with 
those who rejoiced.

In December ne held a Trustee Meeting, 
and filled np tbe vacancies made by deith, 
and determined if possible to build a new 
church. We are few in number, and of lim 
ited means, yet before that meeting closed 
respectable subscriptions were offered towards 
the enterprise ; more will be added, bat for 
that people to build a church unaided is al­
most impossible, hence I mast here make ao 
appeal to all who lova our Home Mi-aton 
work. At this central point we want yon to 
build a

rasa seat church.
The necessity of extending our mission work 

to tbe many settlements along tbe shores of 
our provinces has often been felt. The 
men of these settlements are largely engaged 
io fishing and coasting, and very many of 
them detained by wind, business or tide, find 
shelter in our port, just beneath our churob. 
If wo can again throw open our doors and bid 
them welcome, how many may bear away 
precious seed tbit will afterward bring forth 
fruit to the glory of God in many widely 
separated parla of our growing Conference.

1 have been surprised to meet here so many 
from our congregatiooe io Nova Scotia, New 
Brunswick, Prince Edward Island, and New­
foundland. The banda I have grasped before 
I here grasp again. How many of these 
worthy seamen would be pleased and profited 
to find tbit the missionary enterprise followed 
them, and offered to them the means of gtaoe, 

hich they so frequently miss in their absence 
from borne, and from tbe scats where their 
families join in the sweet songs of Zion.

But again. Through this
great gateway or the ocean

pass tbe ships of many Nations, and to all 
interested in the business done on tbe great 
waters, we appeal in behalf of the seamen 
frequently stopping at this point. Here tbe 
“ land shark” is ready to catch the imprudent 
Above tbe haunts of vice we wish to open tbe 
House of God ; to throw around the weather­
worn sons of the sea the influences of religion ; 
to lead them to the place of prayer ; aod to 
deliver to them, as frequently as possible, the 
sublime teachings of the ever-glorious gospel 
Hoping to goido them past tbe shimmering 
shoilsof sin, to the haven of eternal happioeas.

Will you not help us Ï Will not many 
out of the thousands interested send us some 
expression of sympathy and encouragement 

If
zion’s herald

could spare space to lay this b fore the eyes 
of its readers, would not many American» in 
terested in tbe fishing business, share in this 
enterprise ‘t

Any contributions sent to F. C. Cook, K q., 
or David Murray, Jr , B*q , Port Mulgrave, 
or to tbe writer, at Manchester, Will be thank­
fully received and promptly acknowledged. 

Respectfully,
Titos. D. IIart. 

Manchester, April 2, 1874.

Cirruit guttlliflwc.
Bonavista, Nfld.—In very few parts 

of this colony has Methodism taken deeper 
root than in this place. God has abun­
dantly owned the labors of his servant» in 
this part of hi» vineyard. In looking over 
the annals of tbe past we find that some of 
the most worthy and indefatigable mis­
sionaries that ever trod this earth have 
labored here. In searching the Church 
registers the caligraphy ot such men as 
William Ellis, Dr. Knight, John Boyd, 
George El ledge, William Wilson, James 
and Thomas Hickson, John Snowball, and

others, meets Our view. This was the class 
of meu to whom was intrusted the preach­
ing of the Gospe in this settlement. Who 
can wonder, then, when you consider the 
saintly character of these men of God, 
their indominitable zeal, their fove tor 
souls, aud their burning desire to extend 
the Redeemer’s Kingdom, that such mighty 
results should have followed? What num­
bers of poor Newfoundland fishermen have 
been welcomed to the joys of heaven by 
the honored servants ol the Most High! 
And how much of present prosperity, seen 
in the marvellous extension of the mission 
work in this colony, in the erection of so 
many beautiful structures for the worship 
of God, and in the thousands of living wit­
nesses to the power of saving grace/» 
owing to the wisdom, piety, aud faithful­
ness of these men Be this as it may, 
Bonavista will be eternally indebted to them 
and many, very many, from this place will 
rise at the last day and call them blessed.

It is a pleasing thought that the glory of 
Methodism has not passed away with our 
fathers in the ministry. For while the work 
has become more consolidated iu this 
Island, whilst travelling is not half so diffi- 
cult or dangerous, and whilst the popular 
mind has become more educated, we venture 
to say that there never was a more deter­
mined set of workers in this part of the 
Lord’s vineyard than at this present time. 
The mantles of these Elijahs have fallen 
upon their successors in the ministry, and 
each one seems determined to know nothing 
among men save Christ and Him crucified. 
Hence we believe there is a bright aud 
glorious future for Methodism in this colony. 
We hope, therefore, she will be faithful to 
her trust, and that through her instrumen­
tality thousands of precious souls maybe 
won for Christ.

Not long since the writer was shown the 
spot on which the first Methodist Church iu 
this place was built. Its size was no larger 
than a common dwelling hou<e But even 
this taxed severely the energies of the in' 
faut Church. It is related that when this

Edifice ” was contemplated there was a 
meeting of the society, and that on the 
question of “ Ways and Means ” being pro­
posed, that several look their hats and 
walked no more with them. But tne men 
who stayed were of the right stamp, for 
their hearts had been touched by the linger 
of Go<Va love and amid great pecuniary 
difficulties and much opposition they rear­
ed a house for God. These were the days 
of small and feeble things. This place soon 
became too strait, aud another and yet ano­
ther temple was built iu a better part of 
the Harbor, aud where many souls were 
born for God. But on the 9th of January 
1869 the last mentioned, which had under­
gone considerable enlargement, was wreck: 
ed by ait unprecedented gale of wind It 
was therefore resolved at once to lake it 
down and build another which should 
supercede all the rest. This has beeu hap­
pily accomplished partly by tlui zeal and 
indefatigable exertions of the Key. John 
S 1’hinney and partly by the willingness 
and liberality of the people. And now 
Methodism can boast of having at Bouavis- 
ta one of the fiueet Churches she possesses 
in the colony and capable of" seating 950 
persons.

Whilst the Church was in building the 
congregation were determined to get eu or­
gan for their sanctuary, so that an extra 
effort was made to accomplish this desira­
ble object. In this movement they were 
headed by our late sod much esteemed 
friend Brother J ernes Saint Esq , who for 
the past 30 years had led the service of 
song in the house of the Lord. (lie just 
lived to see the organ set up and then went 
to join a praising God in the upper aud 
better sanctuary.) An organ was therefore 
ordered from England and waa made by 
Brown of London. Through the kindneee 
of Baine Johnson &. Co , St John’s it was 
brought out free of expense. Mr J B. 
Ayre organist of St. John's Wesleyan 
Church kindly came round last June and 
set it up It is a beautiful instrument and 
wonderfully suited to the building. Its 
tones are exceedingly rich and it ia admir­
ed by all who have heard it. It cost 1800. 
But the best is that it is paid for and also 
out of debt. Onr beautiful toned “ Bell ” 
is the gift of Stephen Reudell Esq., St. 
John’s. It pleased the Lord to prosper the 
people whilst building their Church and 
they gave willingly of their labor and sub­
stance te rear the sanctuary of the 
Lord. To God be all the glory.

We are now engaged in building a Sab­
bath-school edifice 60 feet by 26 We have 
it boarded in and shingled. We hope soon 
to have it completed.

All we want now ia an out-pouring of 
the Holy Spirit, that sinners may be con­
vinced of sin and converted to God and 
that the Church may be quickened. May 
God abundantly bless ami own with power 
from on high his preached word iu this 
place. Amen

Yours,
Manchesterian. 

Bonavista, F eh g 1874.
TAvondale;— Dear Bro.,—It is due to 

our kiud friends here that mention he made 
of their truly praiseworthy efforts to make 
the parsonage comfortable. Acts of kind­
ness have been frequently repeated since 
our coming here nearly two years ago. 
First, a “ Donation visit ” brought us about 
8150, to be expended on “ fixings." Then 
one o elect lady " sent a carpet for the 
study j aud another “ elect lady ” a carpet 
for a “ prophet’s chamber," besides other 
things of lesser value. Aud a fortnight 
ago we were informed that another “ Do­
nation visit ” had been planned for the eve­
ning of the 2nd inst. There were no “ re­
freshments,” except pleasant converse aud 
choice music under the direction of our ex­
cellent organist, Miss Curry. About fifty 
friends were present, and 875 (which has 
since been supplemented) were donated for 
additional comforts Our thanks have been 
already given, and are here repeated.

Crans wick Just. 
Avondale, April 8, 1871.

V '
Miramiciii.—I am happy to say that 

Bro Crisp, who has been down with ty­
phoid fever, is rapidly approaching conval­
escence. Poor Mr. Sparrow, with whom 
Bro. C. hoarded, was carried of!' by the 
same fever—he was ao honest, upright, 

orthy man. I committed Mrs. Belt, oue 
of our aged people to the grave yesterday. 
I saw her a few hours before she died, she 
was then resting on Christ. Mrs. Mary 
Shaddick—a woman famous iu her day on 
this circuit—and who will be well remem­
bered by all the ministers that have been 
stationed on the Miramirhi—lias gone 
home. Tq-morrow her mortal remains will 
he carried to thy grave. J. W.

Tauao—Special services here for the past 
two weeks bave resulted in the quickening of 
the Church and the recovery of many from 
transgression. Upwards of thirty persons 
have been seeking tbu remission of sins.

N. E. Harbjub—Tbe question of Union 
aod Lay Representation were passed unani­
mously at tbe Quarterly Meeting. The 8100 
reported as having been raised was for a
hearse.
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