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LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION.
Apostolic Delegation
Ottawa, June 18th, 1905,
Mr. Thomas Coffey :

My Dear 8ir,—8inoe coming to Canada I have
bsen a reader of your paper. I have noted
with satisfaction that ivisdirected with intelll-
gcnoe and abllity, and, above all, thab 1t is im-

aed with a strong Catholic spiriv, It strenu-
oasly ‘defends Catholic principles and righte,
and stands firmly by the teachings acd author-
ity of the Church, st the same time promoting
the best interesta of the country, Following
these linos {1 has done & great deal of good for
the welfare of religlon and country, and it
will do more and more, as it wholeeome
influence reaches more Cathollc homes. I
therefore, earneatly recommend iv to Catho
Mo families. With my blessing on your work,

best wishes for its continued success,
Yours vory sincerely in Chrisr,
DoxaTUs, Archbishop of Kphesus,
Apostollc Delegate.

UNIVERBITY OF UTTAWA.
Ottawa, Canada, March 7th, 1800,
Mr. Thomas Coffey :

Dear 8ir: For some time past I have read
your estimable paper, THE CATHOLIC RECORD,
aad congratulate you upon the manner in
which it is published. Its matter and form
are both good; and a truly Cathollo epiriy
pervades the whole. Therefore, with pleas
ure, I ocan recommend it to the falthful
Blessing you and wishing you success, belleve
me to remaln,

Yours faithfully in Jesus Christ
t D FavLcon1o, Arch. of Larissa,
Apost. Deleg.

LoNDON, SATURDAY, Arr. 20, 1907,

EDUOATION IN THE SOUTH.

An ex-governor of Alabama, writing
in the North American Review, ex-
presses bimself with as much candor
»s strength upon the dangers of godless
education as exemplified in the negro.
Deportment of the whole colored race
to some happy land of their own by
means of airships, would, if it were
practical, be in this gentleman's opin-
ion, the best solution of a menacing
problem, KEducation was expected to
elevate the negro and render him a
useful citizen. It has proved the very
opposite, Teaching him to read has
enticed him from the farm into the
towns where he leads an idle life.
“ Books,’’ says the ex-governor, ‘‘ have
given us a larger proportion of vagrants
and a larger proportion of thieves as
well.,”” What is more threatening to
good order is that the whole negro
family stands to protect the criminal in
such charges. It is the presence of
these offences rather than of more serious
orimes which prevents the cordial re-
lations between the races. Seeing that
the large number of negroes in town or
country do little or no work they live
npon the white people. To such an
extent is this the case, the writer main-
tains, that every fourth workingman is
bearing on hls back one of these non-
producers. The negroes must work or
leave. Failing either of these alterna-
tives the :South is * on the; verge of a
dreadful upheaval.” Where, then, since
the present method of edncation has
falled, does the remedy lie ? It seems
that thus far the negro teacher has
been suffering with tendencies similar
to others of his race, an inclination to-
wards and an admiration for idleness
and theft. It is necessary, therelore, to
have moral tests in the requirements of
these teachers, and that they be re-
quired to teach moral lessons. Illiter-
acy is not the greatest evil. ‘' No
school,’”’ be concludes, ‘' is properly
taught from which the children ocan
emerge without respect for constituted
suthority and human statutes to say
pothing of the higher law."

Perhaps a hall crast is better than no
broad. Such moral lessons as are con
tained In statutes or taught by flag-fly
ing or the unfrequent action of anth
ority in their regard, will never make

the negro more self-respecting, more
virtnous or more industricns. The
means are not suilidient to attain the
end. All that the argument shows

that education w yut  religion and
morality is worse ) 1 ion at
all. The ex-gover: 5 y right as
far as not go
hall far enough: he stops at the firs
mile-stone. Eduecation without religion
and morality shows its evils more clear
ly amongst the colored people of the
South than amongst its white advocates
in the North. These evils in the latter
case Are even more grievous and more
dangerous than in the former. But
society supplements to a cortain extent,
and only to a certain extent, the de
plorable want which the schools do not
supply. In proportion as generation
after generation graduate [rom the

godless schools of the country, in the

same proportion are the arteries of
society poisoned with the bacteria of
frreligion, grasping love of wealth and
corrupting search for seunsual pleasure.

The halls of the North may be gilded

palaces, whilst the resting places of
similar seekers are in the South mere
hovels, In both the evil is the same.
Ta the South it appeals with stronger

force to the white man for remedy and

correction, But the negro may well
retort, let him who is withont sin
cast the first stone, The physician is
surely not blind to these results of god-
less education of his own color and race
in the North, Then let him cure him-
self. When we read these criticisms
there is a satisfaction in the thought of
the Church. How brave, how prudent,
how zealous she is in regard to educa:
tion. In season and out of seaton she
has stood for religion and morality in
all grades and classes of schools, Her
loyal children make heroic sacrifices to
carry out her wishes. When we find
thoughtful men outside the Church
acknowledging the evils of the contrary
system, we feel, that sooner or later, all
candid leaders of thought will approach
more closely to the Catholic stand on

the great question of education.
STT—————

ANSWERS TO CORRESPONDENT.

In fulfilment of the promise given
last week we proceed to answer the
questiouns sent us. The following is the
first question: ‘‘Had Jesus Christ
brothers and sisters? If not, what is
meant by the texts ? ‘Is not this the
carpenter, the son of mary, the brother
of James and Joseph and Jude and
Simon? are not also his sisters here
with us?' (St. Mark vi. 3.) ‘Is not
this the carpenter’s son ? Is not his
mother called Mary, and his brethren
James and Joseph and Simon and Jude:
and his sisters, are they not all with
us?’' " (St. Matthew xiil. 55, 56).

Let us take the four names in order,
James, Joseph, Simon and Jude.
None of these were brothers of ounr
Lord according to nature. Nor had
our Lord any sisters. St. Thomas calls
attentior to the fact that the term
brother is used in four ways in Holy
Scripture: nature, tribe, relationship
or consanguinity and affection. The
brethren of the Lord, he continues,in
referring to these passages are 80-
called, not from nature, as if from the
same mother, but according to relation-
ship—in the same way as Lot who was
really a son of Abraham's brother,
Aran, is called Abraham's brother.
The fathers are universal in their in
terpretation upon the subject. St.
Jerome refutes Helvidius. St. Anselm
also writes:

“The brethren of our Lord were
not sons of the Blessed Vir-
gin as the heresy of Helvidius main-
tains, nor are they the sons of St.
Joseph by another wife as a few would
have us think, but rather the sons of

another Mary who is called the mother
of James the Less and Joses and Jude.'’

The terms, brothers and sisters, mean
here, cousing. It may naturally be
asked who these four, James, Joseph,
Simon and Jude were. It may be
asked whether those four were breth.
ren strictly so called, born of the same
father and mother ? In the first place
James and Joseph, or Joses as it is in
the Greek, were sons of Mary. This
is evident from St. Mat. xxvii. 56 :
¢ Among whom was Mary Magdalen
and Mary the Mother of James and
Joseph.” As to the other two, Simon
and Jude, some think they were
brothers of James and Joseph, but only
on the mother's side. They say that
this Mary was first married to Alp-
haeus to whom she bore James and
Joseph. This explains why James was
called of Alphaeus, that is, her son.
After Alphaeus died she married Cleo-
phas to whom she bore Simon and
Jude, This Mary was a cousin of the
Blessed Virgin. This Cleophas was a
brother of St. Joseph the Spouse of
Our lLady. He is the same Cleophas
to whom, with his companion, Christ
made Himself known on the way to
Emmans. He was slain by the Jews
in that very house of Emmaus, on
aceount of his confession of Christ.

Tais question manifests very clearly
ths close communion between our Lord's
divinity and our Lady's dignity. The
attack which the question contains and
which the answer is intended to refute

directs its poisoned shaft against the
I g

miraculous eonception of the Word-
| made flesh. It yald  insin that
‘ He was conceived yther children.
Farther, not only would the Blessed
Virgin be like all ordinary mothers in
her motherhood of hrist, but she
‘;l\wv:\v- by St. Joseph the mother of
| other children. Thus the attack is
i(i‘v‘.lhi_\' insulting to the Blessed Virgin,
| Two great realities are to be preserved

in our Blessed Lord, His humanity and
His divinity. This question covertly
His divinity—without which
the whole fabric of

attacks
the Incarnation,
the Redemption of mankind—and far
beyond there, where rests the mystery
of the incomprehensible
light love must be shattered to pieces.
To build a creed upon a basis requires
strength and breadth. To build doubt
and denial npon particular texts here
and there, and forced interpretations
of even those fow texts is too often the

Trinity in

endeavor and work of higher crities,
who, starting with a false assumption,
continue an unsound syllogism and
convince themselves by an ill-founded
conclusion. The Incarnation rests

surely upon stronger ground than it

| can be overturned by a narrow and

forced interpretation of the terms upon
which we have given a brief explana-

tion.
—

FRANCE BY A NEW LIGHT.

The Christian Guardian, ever ready
with shifting views of thiogs Catholic,
threw the other day a new light upon
the situation in France. Down in the
office they had got hold of a copy of
the Times. It contained some letter or
other from one who signed himself
‘¢ French Catholic."” The fact that it
was published in the Times, that emin-
ent teacher and doctor of anti-Catholic
prejudices, is quite sufficient to charac-
terize ite tone. This writer contrasting
Leo XIII and the present Holy Father,
regards Leo as liberal and Plus X, as
parrow and medi:eval. Anything
mediwxval is to the Christian Guardian
prehistoric. They were ages which
cannot be appreciated by the Method-
ist organ. If pushed to it the Guard-
ian would find a difficulty in explaining
what it meant when speaking of Pius
X, thus. If Pope did not differ from
Pope in character and policy the
Christian Guardian would be annoyed.
It wonld find the Oatholic Chnreh
dreadfully monotonous. The fact that
Pins has brought confusion into the
camp of the French Government is
proof of his strength of character and
singleness of purpose. This correspon-
dent thinks that the Holy Father
worked for a quarrel between Church
and State in order to advance some
way or other the interests of the ex-
iled religions orders. That is all in
the imagination. From the very start
down to the present mument the
quarrel has been the work of the
French Government. It is useless to
contradict either the Times or the
Christian Guoardian. They are equally
careless about justice to Catholie
guestions, they are equally seli-right-
eous, and both of them callous to cor-
rection. In the present instance they
share the same hope, the establishment
of a strong French national Church.
Vain, With a united episcopacy it is
impossible. Gallicanism is dead.

TORONTO AND ITS POPULARITY.

Why is Toronto unpopular? In
assuming the fact we do Toronto no in-
justice. According to the Globe, it is
generally admitted throughout the pro-
vince, from the halls in Ottawa to the
hamlets of country districts that
Toronto is the most unpopular city in
the Dominion. Managed by an Orange
Lodge it is the centre of religious
intolerance. Itis the Belfast of Canada,
and some of its governing body are
intensifying the feeling! No doubt
Toronto is benevolent, and deals out
charity with an equal and gemerous
heart. It does not make flesh of one
and fish of another. Such has been,
up to the present, the action of
Toronto in regard to Catholic institu-
tions. Loog may it continue.
It helps to atone for the other side,
wherever Orangeism can show its power,
as in the case of the fire brigade and in
situations at the disposal of snbordinate
organizations., There is one Catholic
on the whole city couneil. A Cathclic
name can, only with the greatest diffi-
culty, be suggested to some ol the
patronage committees. Thus, whilst
on the cne hand Catholic institutions
receive fair treatment, the lodge-room
methods prevail against deserving indi-
viduals thereby perpetuating an intoler-
ance unworthy ot a large city. Toronto
has outgrown itself. Its founders and
pioneers never looked forward to this
day. They gave the water front to the
railways. They made the streets nar-
row 80 as to have more property. They
planned the city for a hundred thousand
inhabitants at most. They put a
Derry lodge at every entrance. They
have done their best to make and keep
the city anti-Catholie. In their am-
bition to be ‘ Toronto the good '’ they
have posed uantil they themselves are
woary. Sunday street cars,clubdrinking,

| bridge playing are fast silencing the
claim of salf-righteousness which used to
be dinned into the neighbors’ ears. To
| show the increasing wealth they have
left the poor laborers to dwell in
shacks whilst they have bnilt palaces.

Continuous quarrelling with the street
railways in whose profits the city shares
isonly a part of the same narrow policy,
Toronto is strong enongh to shake from
itsolf any or all of these weights which
prevent its higher growth and broader
expansion. All these old narrow ways
are reasons why Toronto is not popular,
However, notwithstanding, it is no mean
city. When occasion requires, it rises
to its dignity and shows its charity,
its patriotism and its humanity.

ey - | ev———————e

Joun RepmonDp, leader of the Irish
Party in the House of Commons, said
recently in a speech in London :

*“At last Ireland is coming to the end
of her tribulations, Ireland’s friends are
in power and unless the Government
proves itself guilty of treachery as
great as the violation of the treaty of
Limerick we are on the eve of an
attempt to give us genuive consrol of

[reland’'s most important interests,”’

PRESBYTERIANISM AND THE
CONFESSIONAL,

As it is a matter of much moment we
desire to refer again to the sermon of
the Rev. John McKay, Presbyterian
minister, on the occasion of the indue
tion of the Rev. W. J. Clark to the
pastorate of St. Andrew's Presbyterian
Chburch, Westmount, a suburb of Mon
treal, on Mar. 30. The extract from
his sermon which attracted so much
comment was as follows :

“] am rather surprised that an insti-
tution which exists at present in the
Roman Catholic Church has never beeu
introduced into the principles of our
Church, It is the only true medium by
which a pastor can be to his congrega-

tion what he ought to be. I refer to
the confessional.’’

A few days after the delivery of the
sermon in which this passage occurred
the reverend gentleman supplied the
press with a revised version. We
have not,at the moment,the exact words,
bat, writing from memory, we think he
still upheld the principle.

We quite agree with the reverend
gentleman in regard to the benefit
which is derived from the confessional
by those who are committed to the
spiritual charge of a pastor. The pas-
tor should be to his flock the spiritual
friend, adviser and father of those com-
mitted to his care. But he cannot ful-
fil these functions except through the
medium of the confessional. He cannot
know the spiritual needs of the souls
oconfided to his care, unless he be made
acquainted with the spiritual afilictions
snd temptations whioch trouble the
sonls whom he should nourish with the
proper spiritual teachings, and furnish
with the remedies needed for their
special maladies of sin.

In addition to this, the pastor is the
judge constituted by our divine Lord to
reconcile the sinner tc God the Father,
from Whom he has been separated by
gin, for to him Christ has given the
wonderful grace and aunthority implied
in these words:

‘““Peace be to you. As the Father
hath sent Me, I also gend you. . .
Receive ye the Holy Ghost: Wrose
sing you shall forgive they are forgiven
them: and whose sins who shall retain,
.t)ge)y are retained.’”” (St. John 1x., 22-

This power of reconciliation of the
sinner to God is further explained by
the apostle St. Paul :

“ God hath reconciled us to Himself
by Christ: and hath given to us the
ministry of reconciliation. . . and
He hath placed in us the word of recon-
ciliation. For Christ, therefore, we
are ambassadors, God, as it were, ex
horting by us.”” (2 Cor. v. 18-20.)

It will be remarked from these pas-
sages of Holy Writ that the efficacy of
the confession of sins arises out of the
power conferred by Christ our Re-
deemer on His apostles and their law-
ful successors. It dces not extend to
those who have assumed to themselves
this power, but is limited to those who
were directly commissioned by Christ,
¢ Who hath given to us the ministry of
reconciliation '’ and *‘ hath placed in us
the word of reconciliation.””

How, then, will the Presbyterian
clergy become possessed of this power
and authority, since they positively
admit that they have not received it
by continuous succession from the
Apostles ? St. Paul says of the office
of the Christian priesthood :

‘ Neither doth any man take the
honor to himself, but he that is called
by God, as Aaron was. So Christ also
did not glorify Himself that He might
be made a High-priest, but he that said
unto Him, ‘* Thou art My Son, this
day have I begotten thee . . . . .
and Thou art a priest forever accord-
ing to the Order of Melchisedech.’

It is a well known fact that Presby-
terians do not claim for themselves any
priesthood or ministerial office by vir-
tue of Apostolic sucoession, and also
that they deny that such succession
exists in other Christian churches.
With strange inconsistency, however,
the *‘ Form of Church Government '’
declares that :

¢ KEvery minister of the word is to
be ordained by imposition of hands, and
prayer, with fasting by those preach
ing presbyters to whom it doth be-
long."’

But a8 it is also known that the first
ministers of that denomination bad not
that succession which is here declared
to be necessary, it was deemed wise to
insert a clause covering this want of
due ordination ; for it is again stated
that ordination is necessary, thus:

“ No man ought to take wpon him
the office of a minister of the Word
without a lawful ealling. Ordination
is always to be continued in the
Church. Every minister of the Church
is to be ordained,’’ etc. (as above.)

But the exception is made for the
starting of a Presbyterian ministry, as
follows :

¢ In extraordinary cases, sowething
extraordinary may be done until a
settled order may be had, yet keeping
as near as possible may be to the rule.
There is at this time (as we humbly
conceive) an extraordinary occasion
for the present supply of ministers.”
(On OChurch Government in the Book
of Confession of Faith.)

It will be seen that the Rev. Mr.

Mc¢Kay's proposition to introduce the
confessional into Presbyteriavism, has

which should take the place of the
divinely instituted sacrament which
exists in the Catholic Church, and
which has existed from its origival
institution by Christ Himself, as implied
in the power of forgiviag sins which
He conferred upon the pastors of His
Church, according to the passages of
Holy Scripture above quoted. Similar
passages may be found in St. Matthew's
Gospel xvi. 19 : xviii, 18,

The Rev. Mr. McKay is, therefore,
right so far as he means to say that the
confessional is an institution which
should be found in the Church of
Christ, but he makes a mistake in sup-
posing that it would be of any avail if
established by a merely human anthor-
ity. It would be a re-enactment of the
rebellion of Core or (Korah) Dathan
and Abiron, snd their adhsrents,
against Moses and Aaron, as described
in Numbers xvi., maintaining that all
the multitude of the children of Israel
were equally priests with those whom
God had chosen for this sacred office.
The punishment inflicted upon these
agitators is an example to all genera-
tions :

¢ The earth broke asunder under their
feet, and ope¢ning her mouth devoured
them with their tents and all their sub-
stance. And they went down alive
into hell, the ground closing upon
them, and they perished among the
people. But all Israel that was stand-
ing round about fled at the cry of them
that were perishing, saying : Lest per-
haps the earth swallow us up also.
And a fire coming out from the Lord,
destroyed the two hundred and fifty
men that offered the incense.’’

We should here take notice also
that the Rev. Mr. McKay appears to
insinuate that in the Catholic Church
also the confessional is quite a modern
institution, wisely adopted, indeed, as
a means of making ;the members of the
congregation ‘‘what they ought to be,”’
but still only a human device to this
end, recently introduced, and existing
therein *‘ at present.’”” It is proper,
therefore, to adduce a few extracts
from the early Fathers, who are the
historians and doctors of the primitive
Church of Christ in the A postolic
age and the ages immediately following
the A postolic age.

St. Clement of Rome who lived with
the apostles, and of whom St. Paul says
that ** his name is in the book of life,”
(Phil. iv. 3,) thus speaks of confession :

“ For whatsoever things we have
transgressed by any of the suggestions
of the adversary, let us supplicate
pardon. . . For it is good for & man
to confess his transgressions rather than
to harden his heart, as the hearts of
those were hardened who raised up

sedition against Moses, the servant of
God.” (1 Clement to Corinthians, 52.)

Again :

“ Nothing does He (the Lord) require
of any one but that he make confestion
unto Him, For the chosen David says:
1 will confess unto the Lord, and it
shall please Him."

Irenwus, who wrote about A. D. 170,
denounced the Valentinian heretics
who corrupted Christian women, who,
on their return to the Church, confessed
this with their other sins. (Against
heresies i. 0.)

Tertullian, who wrote in the second
century, declares :

¢ The confession of sins lightens their
burden, as much as their dissembling of
them increases it ; for confession savor-

eth of satisfaction, dissembling of
stubbornness.’’

Origen, who wrote in the third cen-
tury, A. D., describes at length how
sins are to be forgiven through con-
fession of sin made to the priest of the
Lord by those who are not ashamed to
declare their sins and to seek a remedy.
(Homily 5.)

We might quote much more to the
same purpose, but want of space pre-
vents this. We shall, therefore, only
remark farther that it is clear that the
Catholic practice has existed from the
days of the Apostles.

NOT IRISH.

It is quite common to see distinetive-
ly Irish names figuring in the business
of prize fighting. The impression, in
consequence, prevails, that the sons of
the Kmerald Isle are prone to follow
pursuits of the lower order. Oftentimes
we see in the sporting pege such names
as *“ Kid O'Brien,"”" ** Young Murphy,”’
“ Jack Shea,’’ etc., but these unlovely
personages are frequently found to be
Germans, Italians and Poles.
holds good

The same
in police court circles.
Some time since the Irish societies of
New York, having made careful inves-
tigation, discovered that Italian crim-
inals had becn in the habit of giving
Irish names when taken to the office of
the chief of the police. In the last
number of the Utica Globe a picture is
given of “ Terry Martin,”” a new aspir-
ant for honors in the prize ring. Any
one hearing the name would at once
conclude that ¢’ Terry'’ was full-blooded
Celt. But such is not the case, for a
sketch of his career in the same paper
gives his real name as Martin Martin-
son, and his native country Norway.

Life is goud, and the highest life is
God ; and whenever man grows in
knowledge, wisdom and strength, in
faith, hope and love, he walks in the

refereace solely to a human institution,

A SWEET SINGER DEAD.

All Canada will mourn the death
Dr. W. H. Drummond, the genial
warm-hearted Irish Canadian, who o..
known as the ** Pcet of the Habits: "
At a dinver given in Montres)
March 17th last, Dr. Drommond recited
an original poem of his own oomp.....
tion. We bhave much pleasure in trap.
ferring it to our coluwns, showing, 4
it does, that the author’s heart 4
beats warmly for his native land :
WERE IRISH YET.

What means this gathering to-ni
What epirit moves Alon: b7
The crowded hall, and touching light
Kach heart among the throng
Awakes as tho’ a trumpet blast
Had souuded in their ears
Taoe recollections of the past,
The memories of the years |

O! 'tis the spirit of the West,
‘The spirit of the Celt,

The breed that spurned the allen breas
And every wrong has felt—

And still, tho far from fatherland,
We never can forget

To tell ourselves with heart and hand
We're 1iish yet ! We're Irish yet !
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And they, outside the Clan of Conn
Would understand. but fail, '
The mystic mueic played upon
The hear!-strings of the Gael—
His ear. and his alone can tell
The soul that lies within,
The music which he knows so well,
The voice of Kith and Kin,

He hears the tales of old, old days,
Of battle fierce by ford and hill,
Of ancient Senachie’s mariial lays,
And race uncorquered still—
1t challenges with mother's pride

And dares him to forget
That tho' he cross the ocean wide
He's Irish yet! He's Irish yet !

His eyes may never see the blue
Of Ireland’® April ¢ky,

His ear may never listen to
The song of lark oo high ;

But deep within his Irish heart
Are cloisters, dark and dim,

No human hand can wrench apart,
Aud the lark still sings for him,

We've bowed beneath the chastening roa
We've had our griefs and pains,

But with them all, we still thank God,
The Blood it in our veins;

The anclent blood that knows no fear,
The stamp i8 on us set,

And 8o, however foes may jeer,
We're Irish yet | We're Irieh yet !

A COMMON SENSE VIEW OF THj
CONFESSIONAL.

The Rev. Father Fidelis (Jame
Kent Stone), C. P., during a8 recc
mission to non-Catholics in Philad

phia, said :

“*Protestants so often think cont
sion wag Invented by the priests
order to have the people under the -
thumbs— ‘the poor priest ridden
ple.’ What bunglers these priest
must have been to put this pract
on Catholies and forget to leave
burden off themselves ! HKven &h:
Pope has to go down on his knees b
fore some bumble friar or monk, anc
if he makes a bad confession ax
doesn't repent of it and make a good
one he is damned. Oh, if you only
knew it, that burden of hearing oon-
fessions is the most terrible thing :
priest has to do ! Sitting day safte:
day, week after week, year after yeoa:
listening to tales of sorrow and 'erime
and doing the marvelous work of loos
ing from sin !

“‘There is another objection and
am almost ashamed to touch publicly
upon it —the outery against the io
morality of the confessional. Wel
was a Protestant once, my dear broth
ren but [ thank God I never said any
thing of that kind. There is some
thing so low, s0 incredibly wvulga:
not to say malicious, in respectable
well educated and cultured ladies
and gentlemen listening to the
vile tales of so-called escaped nuon:
and unfrocked priests and friars !

‘I am speaking to you as an honest
convert. When I was going to my
first confession, previous to being re
ceived into the Church, I stopped of
at Newark to visit Bishop Bayley, a!
terward Archbishop of Baltimore, him
sell a convert and former Eplscopa!
ian minister. I told him I was going
to confession. You are going
to the real thing nuw,’”’ he said ; anc
I thought of that general confession ,!
had s0 often read when a Protest-
ant :

*We have done those things whict
we ought not to have done and
we have left undone those things
which we ought to have done and there
is no health in us, ete. I thought of
that sweet, familiar prayer. It it
upon my mind now and it all comes
back to me. How delightfully general
that confession was ! But now I had
to go into my conscience and seek out
the weeds of thirty years that had
grown in the garden. When I got
through I found it was the ‘real thing
and I felt so light and sohappy that
might with a good ron, have jumped
across the Schuylkill river."’

POKING FUN AT VILATTE

The President of

. a French orga
ization

known as the Committee
Militant Catholics has sent us s«
handbills which were distributed

Paris on the occasion of the appear-
ance of the notorious Vilatte in the
role of **Arehbishop.” Our Frenoct
brothers in the faith very properls
turn Vilatte's masquerading into ridi-
cule. The handbills we have referred
to contain comic verses, headed ‘‘the
Schism of Chicago,”” which are in-
tended to be sung to popular airs.

Some of the verses deal with the
seizure by the representatives of the
law of the mitre and crossof the *‘Arch-
bishop’’ for the payment of a long oufr
standing debt owed by the *‘Schismatic
Pope of France.”

In poking fun at Vilatte French
Catholics adopt the best means 6f com-
batting bim, There is no more effect~
ive way of destroying the influence of #
person than by making him ridiculous.
I'his is especially true in France
where the people are so quick at recog-
nizingand appreciating the comical. It
looks as if “*Archbishop’ Vilatte is in
a fair way of being laughed out of his
self-chosen *‘mission,”’ It would not
be surpising if he should turn up before
long in the United States in his old
swindling role of starting new churehes
for revenue only,— New,York Freeman's

way of heaven.—Bishop Spalding.
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