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AURELIA ;

OR,
THE JEWS OF CAPENA GATE.

CHAPTER V. |

pu——

FIRRT LIGHTS.

1t was a day forever memorable in the
Blatory of nations, that on which St. Paul,
at Ciegarea, 8 ceptive and accueed by the
Jews, delivered before Porcins Fegtus, the
Governor of Jndea, and King Agrippa,
that magniticent disconrse prespryed in
the Acta of the Apostles, and which he
ended with this supreme invocation:

“ | appeal to Cesar!”

Panl appealing 10 Cieaar, must be gent
to Rome. Kivg Agrippa, convinced of
the sublimity of Paunl's doctrine, and feel-
ing himself almogt a Christian, would
have liked to get him free, for he did not
believe he deserved the death pw.mhy
claimed by his accosers, nor theimprison-
ment in which be had already been kept
two years: bub it was imposs!

neglect this appeal fo Cimear.

Festus had replied: * T'non s_mpenl.mt to

Cyeanr, thou shalt g0 to Ciesar!”’

Phis Ciesar was the wmperor Nero.
Could Paul hope to make him tremble
with the same words which had moved
the hearts f his jndges, Felix, Porcius

Festug, and King Agrippa?

Did the aposte intend epeaking to
Nero of jnsuee, of chastity, and of the

judgment fo come ?
And Rome?

mercy worthy of that peniténce?

Troly Paunl mus! Lave lost his BeDEEE,

and Festna had jnstly nx('l.g‘iman‘}— ¢
«Thou art mad, Panl! Thy science has

"

disturbed thy understanding!
Albeit Panl ghall go to Rome.

Peter has already been there some
time ; he has fonnded there the seat of the
Church of Jesns Christ; 1t 18 1mportant

that Paul should join him,

Who knows? Jesus Christ has already
gome righta in the capital of the world :
ized him to be a

»A hig hnat to

the Caesars have aulnoriz

God, ana 'Liperus nas

be placed in the senate—until His Faith

ome !

ghall reign

Panl's arrival was announced, and the

faithful went to meet him at Applug’s
Fornm. ke stopped at amodest inn, and
the Roman police anthorized him to re
main thers, and | aced a soldier at his
door to watch over him., e was free,
however, to go aboul the city, and to see
whom he ple 1

There wera (WO clagses of
Rome ¢ ¢ time. Some, wealthy wnd
powerfuol vken their residence i
ag they have done sincé I all the great
centres of population I'he others, poor
and obscure, ia 1l and choeen
had fol d congr
around m, \ g
jabor, nnknown to 1 except 1«
fortunates m they assisted
brothers, the cal agents who ground
them by theirexa jong,and the phile
ersa who comme weed to look npon their |

doeirines wiil

](' "
w '
tina, the ) I fuane
16 Bp

tood vted to tl
Kgerin, nelnaries inhab
t i the Muses.
remained of these stractures but ruins
covering the soil

Sach wa t Rome the humi
obscare cradle ol Coristianit
worehip of the God made man and

in a stabie.
I'hie early (

the ecity, had

tnege Tl

hute, for which they had to pay an ex-
srhitant prica. They were COIx nelled, be-
i teiE, 13 vv tay, whieh wag
forcad b e harehest means.

'he wi f Rome found in these poor
people fit gubjects for their most cotting
epigrams. Al | vat these despised Jews
had broaght to Rome two dogmas which
her W men had only suspected : the

unity of God and the immortality of the

gonl,

But Panl was at Rome now, and he
would donbtless overcome this contempt.
Noon af:er his arrival he ealled together

the principal men among the Jews

fore commenct the stroggle and

filling y mission, he wished to know

what he conld expect from his people.
He told them what he had suifered and

why hoe had been delivered into the hands

of the Ror

“Has any
any letter thai yon may have received,’
he asked,  given you cause to think 1l of
me !’

I'hoge whom he had assemblad
gwered v.

7 gaid the most inflnential, * we
wou like to learn from you something
about this sect, which every one here
and elst \tmm-'.v'.,t'ndrm"

Paul spoke to tham, witl hig magnifi-
cent eloquence, of the kingdom of God, of
Jegug Cnrist, whose coming
pounced by Moses and the prophets.

Bat the Jaws shook their heads in sign
f doubt, and only & fow believed in s
words

Sach was Paal's first sermon in Rome.

e Shecy of Isaiah was being 4C-

but their hardened hearts had remained
cloged to hie words: the time had come
when he must tarn to the Romans.

I'ver Vi 1 Rome, at tha

great p gopher named 16CA. " to the saperb and mighty, deprived the doomed man of his senses,
L ver « kpows his life Jegus Christ who lied on | and soon afer hie expired.
works, 80 f elevated thoughta and | the cross, one must, like Him, carry His | \ deep BOrrow could be read on Paul's
o ferome did not hesitate to ) face, as he contemnplat »d the man he had
\ nw 1o Ohiristian anthors The slaves' gonght to save.
' n ag: our (Ssneca leed, my dear 1 81 misgsion was at an end, and tarn- |
ter) hink vou, Seneca ? Thig | 1DX ihis back upon the scene of desoiation,
This atinguighed writer h aving were about to say Wall, the apostle wentaway planged iu thoughts |
srrad Nero's displeasure, and f ibe so, I am mad! A nd it 8 e
bis lifo, had moved from the 1 this madness I want to teach in Rome, CHAPTER VIL
the Alta Semita, one of tue lea and which will triamph over Royme apd PR o
tid i of Rome, where he livec A e world 1" WGIIT PENETRATING CHAOS,
retirement and obscurity, trying xplain your meaning, dear Pauins, Panl had soon to appear betore Uaesar, !
forgotten, comprehend you ! Phe to whom ne had appoaled. With a price
He had gr ; ranonnced the pleas rist, the ('hr'.n(-,.m:. Rome, like Nero there ¢ suld be no complication i
ires of the world, and devoted his time By Jupiter! what 18 ail jn judicial proceedings, and the apestle
to study. ! hada littla trouble in clearing himself of
Oune day, as he sat alone, silent, and It would be impossible for us to render the charges broughi by the Jows, and

absorbed in his books, his servaut
v stranger who wighed t

o him.

'he philogopher hesitated, for it might |
ba a Apy OF & messenger from the ems |
neror, but, NPon Te flaction, he ordered the !

vigitor to be intre duced.
A
Having casi

Jows already 80 num

.

ht; it was & Jew, it was He spoke of the Cbrist Promised to the
1}0. who had called on | world announced by the prophets and
Senecs the philosopher. hailed

by all the generations, He eaid

— how, the time being accomplished, Jesns
CHAPTER VL had come in that poverty which He
wished to honor on earth ; His divine

PAUL AND BENECA. teachings ; His miracles ; His death on

The philosopher made a gesture of im- the cross ; His glorious resurrection ; the
ce, a6 if the visit wae not altogether preaching of His apoetles; the gnod news
agreeable to him. Paul waited in silence. gpreading over the world, and, every-
Hia deportment was modest, bat it be- whers, the legions of Christ assembling to
traved no embarraesment. 4 y! g
There was & strange light about his | Raising the veil of the future, he
countenance which a maun like Seneca | showed the temples crumbling down,
conld not fail to notice. He made him & philosophy vanishing before the Gospel,
pign to approach. L 8
Pau! complied, and with honorable de- | the earth embracing the croes, mankind
forence, made the customary salutation | forming ope brotherhood, and Rome the
of the Romans: he bronght his right | gneen of the world by Chnstsntpndard,
lips, and bowed his head | —not of that world about to perish, buat
from left to right. of the whole earth renascent and regen-
But Seneca did not complete the cere- | erated ! , :
mony by extendiog his hand to the new A transfigaration had taken place in
a8

Panl did not seem to notice the cold Seneca listened in gilent awe, .crusbed
this first meeting, but hastened | under those burning words which sur-
ent to Seneca the long and thin | passed 10 sublimity all that he had ever
f scytale which he held in his dreamt.

“"Phis is from your brother Gallion." this impoging 8cene, as though qll must
The scytale was & gecret letter. A fow lxpall before God's messepger. No noige
gheets of thin parchment cat in varied | disturbed the atmosphere; all was
re added together, then rolled wrapped in that solemn stillness which
aronnd a small cylinder made of wood or | marks the mysterious hour when prayer
mental, upon which they then wrole. agcenda slowly to heaven. :
The letter being written, wad unroi'ed A deep and silent pause followed the
and handed to the person who waa to | apostle’s prophetic _\\urds.

How wounld she listen to
dpul  announcing penitence, pmm-h'\uu
convergion to an only God, and works of

To connect the words thus divided, it | “ yon are an @ {rnirahle geniug !”
required a cylinder exactly gimilar to the | What matters | Seneca, it i8 my dn.(;;
one upon which the letter had been writ- | trine, pot me, which yoa trfnst admire !
ten,and the greatest precigion and care in « Have you not told me, but a‘mcn}ant
the manner of acjusting the parchment | a0, that 1 would not pelieve ? Why,

he letter from the hand of « Becauge the time is near when the re-

the aposile, and t wo
der corresponding to his brother's, prc- | preme consolation.

ceeded to perform the difficuly operation of « What do yon mean g f
reconsiructing the misgive. « Seneca, do yoa not think that a single
« This letter 18 very old,” he remarke 1 | word from Nero,—"
ag able to read the date. « Ah! Paaolus, are you, then, a mes-

was handed me by your genger of death ?

than two yeare ago. Since, “Seneca, Seneca ! Christ’s apostles
I have been a captive, and am one atill. | bring life ; a8 for death, it is in the hands
Rome because I appda 1 ¢nlof God tHe it 18 whogends it.”’

« ] pity you,” gaid Seneca, simply.
The apestle made no answer, and
hoet to accomplish hisdiffi-

Seneca proceeded to read the
From time to time, he interropie d

| astonishment and curios-

Bat the time had not yei coms for Panl

done reading, “ that you are

g wreat orator and a great

of prayer and id Paul, “only the last
rvants of God, and all wy
Jesus Christ.”’

remarked Saneca, without

hrigtian. 18 this tr
,—such I believe

yut for the faith of my Div-

tition
ry inetant, I would ! Bat
the time has not yatcome I have a mris-
it mnst be terminated.
ang, driven away from
ieht an asyium
gformed into miserable lome the kingdom of G 1
and His justice; to halp Peter to fonnd
the immovable, /
« This Pater, I have heard of
: (RN ™
strange and impossible !

a coming from Judea, or

*ill not embrace it. You |
but @ fine system of p il ‘ F
osophy from which you will draw new but the drug tad no effect on his worn-
Posterity will find in your
\choes of my words and of
our sacrel book; but you will never go ‘

i

“ Why 8o, dear Panlus ?
trine is the trath, 1 ask no better than to
d commencel with the Jewg, | be nnmbered among your disciple :
cannot hecome my dis iple a8
ald become the disciple o Plato,
of Aristotla, or of the other philosophere. |
1d you that my God does not re- | 1y wastoolate! Thev

its magnificence the inspired lan- %
suage of the apostia, to make the divine
folt, which flashed like the hight=
o darkneggol the nig

jpeared  on the threshold.
a glance at hig poor gar- |
ments, snd hig intelligent festures, Seneca
recognized 1n his visiter one of those

A earliest times, had
erous in Rome,

glorify Him.

the old creeds destroyed, the nations of

the practice between Panl ; his features were resplendent with
apostolic light.

Without, all nature harmonized with

« Gailion is right,” said Seneca at last ;

then, have yon come to me i

having songht the cylin- ligion of Christ wonld be for you a su-

P

“ Sp, gaid the philosSOp jer, wilu &
gmile, it i8 & prophecy ; is the hour
pear?"’

“ Perhapsit is,” replied the apostle.

« 85 letit be, then, I do not fear death.
I thank you for the warning.”

a

Jesus Christ on
the relation of
tiff, in whose person

ism.
tal of the world, destitute of all
d become successively
most divergent philcso-
and of the most opposed

miracles accome ould have been
n His name, T
made the lame walk,
hear, and the blind see;
the dead back to life.

Nero, st that tims,
ptuous exhibitio
make forever ce
man had promised, like Ica
to the clonds.
who strove by every
tles, and to bring
fit, by claiming

dwelt all theauthor-
they had brought

was giving the | religious faith, ha
the centre of the
phical doctrines,

eathed to it her myster-
Chaldea had sent her
rs ; from the dis:
Eaet, Apollonius of

Simon, the Magician,
means to rival the apos
their mission into discrec
to perform the most wWo
as animating statues,

into bread, flying in the air,

jons divinities ;
wizards and astrologe
tant countries of the
Thyane had impo
the Brachmans, t
Magi, the Indian
the theorien of the xymnoso
Iigher Egypt anc
e had alieady
and her prieats appear
of the sacrifices,
iara, and sarroun
tal pomp of Armenia.
ght from Jerus-
1 public interpretera in
Mosaic traditions were
te recently, Josephus,
Vespagian's time,
by his numerous
Jewish antiquities

changing stones Le divinations of the

What & good fortune for N
attraction added to his pu
these three men could
strqggle, under his eyes,
eminence in superpatural pow!
three are Jews; what more simp
that he should be the jndge between

in the solemnities
ing the Phrygian t
with il the sacerdo

alem had fonad
not made to satisfy | Kome, whera the
Jesus Christ had

Herod’s request

But miracles are

refused to comply with
that he shounld perfor
replied to Nero tl
trinmph ; but he proi

Simon would not writings, in which the
mised nothing mar-
represented by

(Gaul and Germany, J
two young priest-

Velleda and Ganna, the
esses, had made kno
Teatates and Odin, th

On the next day, Simon appeared in the
ose northern divin-
\tars our ancesiors
d hnwan victims.

Finally, Christianity
the horizon, with the impc

lignt by the multitnde, for his popularity
was great in Rome.
even had the basen

in the island of the

to erect his statue
Tiber, with this in-
Simoui Deo Sancto!

Poter and Paul, preseat,
by the crowd were
the spirit of falsebo
victory over the 8pir
this profaner of sac
of His name, shou
the people as pog
they who had

strength, and were 8e

ble and holy women, Whose words
instructions, whose uacis We
whole life wag a precept
the heathen divi
ined in posses=s

od should not gain a
t of trath; and that
red things, this enemy
|d not appear before ancient Rome rema
the same prerog
temples were as
monies a3 magnif
all this ontward show,
in the hearts,—nothing
habit, 80 difficnlt to chan
Rome was incumbered W
ofits gods tosuch an exte
wrote that inthis ¢
of three millions, it wase

been clothed with us, and tho cere-

pt to confound im=

107

Tue emperor having given the signal, but the force of
Simon arose in the air, and,
hovered awhile over the a
Bat, suddeuly, he foll, hur
gronnd by the hand of God.

e was picked up, ¢ aaier tomest & goc

Thus, with a view to presenting to the
people a great and terrible s
capable of reawakening the religious zea
of old, he caused the Grand- Vestal to be
clasely watched, with the hope of detect-
ing her in some fault, which would justify
him in ordering her death with all the
fearful display attending the punishment
reserved for virgine who broke their
vows!
Finelly, his family being suepected of
Christianity, this executioner of his own
kindred wanted to know what victims he
conld sacrifice to his fury, so that while
offering & memorable and bloody expia-
tion to the gods, he would gecure himself
against any possible ugurpation.
Sueh were the designs of the emperor
when he departed from Rome to put an
end to the war against the Dacians, It
is no wonder, then, that his infamous
gang of informers ghould uee the greatest
zeal and activity to satisfy him.
We have seen that Armillatus and Pal-
furiue Sora, both coneular men, had been
especially designated to watch Flavios
Clemens and the two Fiavius Domitillas.
Marcus Regulus, whilst nndertaking to
superintend the ghamefnl mission of
these two patricians, and trying also to
discover whether the emperor's relatives
were followers of Christ, bhad besidea ac-
capted the tagk of criminating Corpelia
and Metellus Celer, whom he bhated
personally.
Domitian attached great imvortance to
the conviction of the Grand-Vestal. He
regretted that he had lost the opportuni-
ties presented during the esrlier part of
hia reign, to proceed against several vir
wing of Vesta, and to recall, to the strict
fulfilment of their fearful obligations,
those priesterses who had become relaxed
in their duties, through the indulgence of
Vespasian and Titns.

TO BE CONTINUED,

e WL B
TOM LOGAN'S RIDE,
A Thrllling Adventure in the Wilds of
Australin,
av—
; What a miserable, looely life this
ig,” mustered Tom Logan, as he

ho had applauded
him with derisive con-
an would not survive

been earried to a
16 threw himself from
taghed his brains out

ing; and the peopl thana :rau',\»ntlhén-i izang, inc
aneering, walked am

muititade wilaous g 3

.ong befors, Cicero,
re of the Gods, had ridic
ay of o pross, indece

neighboring house, t
¢he casement, and ¢
on the pavement.

# Seneca, believe in © rist! Ah! yot
may do 80 yet, notwiii tanding what I
have said.”

“ That is poesible, my Gear Panlas ; I
jove all that is be ntiful, and your doc-
irine 18 beaatifal. Bat a philos
opher must COmMpATe and reflect. I must

ke gome time to decide Come ar
me again. Y jendly to me, 1
dear Panlus, and for my part, 1 am
clined to love you, IHow 1 wonld wish (0

y to you! Bat, as yon

contemplate the ap tle

e e e——

writes me,” said Seneca,

he of some servi
gee, I have now lit le credit.”
w71 ) ’

vou gratel
yours, my time i8 MArK
not even N ro, can ch
God. My hope is in
other protection. ¥
the name « e living
to-day.’

e ———————

2y
ank »

e least spurprige at t and no one

ny brother ¢

f

vand serions a fact’ sa d | yon have b

firmly, ¢ coverit th The apcetle lefi, his heart filled with
hot wrdent gaz3, ¢ bitter conragement, for h w that h
Nero will have me beh for Jesus }

accngation now paond

ld you give your life for

men on whom extr
an ineffaceable stamp.

)

apcient saying, ‘‘has passed his thor
over it,” to rub out the last and fai
marke left by his chisel.

ternal Churcl

eneca p

of a fine
ity

vd not ¥
wrface, apon whic
said the apostle, | Greece and Rome hi
« I tell you, in trath, you iwpression

g6 0 of
"

e that polishe
g pliand
o ;

d them.” Neveriholess, he stuc ied the Christian
« Am 1 not & philosopher,and a philoso- | T€ ligion; he heard Peter and Paual; he
pher of some merit 3

said Seneca with read their epistles; he €

fr

adorn his owu philosophy.

do you pretend ?  Will this e reviged his works, and withont
Rome which you wish 1o teach, ba more | modifying the original senss
hle and better prepared than ] am ? introduced in them nes

8

she will listen to your| g

itles.

of God will inspire me Hence certain words and thoughts in
what to say, and Jesus Christ will do the | Seneca’s works, which astonish one,
Seneca ! Seneca ! Rome, 80 Jess one knows whence he got them. Bub
yw, shall bow her head | S.e | the truth never penetral »d his mind.

will be like 8 little child in G yd’s hand ! A few months afier his first interview
\ristians will be so numer- with Paul, Seneca was sitting at table,
they should go away, Rome | with his wife, Pompeia Paulina, and two
in an immente degert L4 friends, whea a centurion presented him-
dear Paulus,”’ said the phile self bearing the {atal gentence.
_gmiling, ** shall [ be with you 2" As a last favor Nero permitted his old
neca, you shall esteem my doe- | tutor to select his mode of death.

Seneca cauged his veins to be ¢

but no blood came out. He took

out fr
to be §

pared.

little weater over his slaves, Raylng—
» 1f your doe
tor!”

\ out, * Nanecal

I'he ph

Paal hastening to make a last eflort.

throngh ceunturies until the present time. of Jesas Christ, had, 10 fact, proved His
/'

Naro was far from patisfied with the on, aud ruined 1t power by
cal adventure of the magi

his court with much

|
|

i
:‘Ef
|

ment against the tWo ap atles, he did not

losophers and math
did Peter and Paal care ]

d see

o work of their hands,

Seneca 4 like .
yorks, of Christiax
Tieal chastit ad of
cal chastity, ana o

the degigns ol

23 of Christian grace,

no religious or 80¢
men had never lelt
wer of Jesug Christ. T

vag evident thal a new creed must

ey had remained

inking minds 2sk

¢ place in the year

Since that time, they
removed to Rome,to )
assisl them in propagating the Gospel.

had successively

) ighted traveller scans

cover the star which will
3 his steps, 8o did Rome

Marble is never more impenetrable e i ?

|
, ‘ froitfnl, and new Chris-
be this mission, dear \t yan when the workman, acc rding to the 4

her destinies should

» the assembly of the
hen that some uneasi-

mb
b .desired light, uncertzin at
then discoverad and
‘\"\\':ll.'d‘l‘hl“!\\_v'hﬂl"a
of that immenee

elagant finish
ohy of Chris-

and il8 numerous progely-
yergtition which threatened
ha ancient creed, or, |
oxactness, the old re-
its of the Roman people.

It was, besides, & complet
the social fabrie;
in these recent «
demnation and firal
ingtitutions upon which
and which had hitherto co
War was therefors declared
detestable innovators who
the quiet in which, for
,ad slnmberad, mistress

to take the place of t

their hands were
and persecuied, ib >
turned, that the secrei asy

mace an

abandoning the
f their ancestors, 10 follow
Thyane, notwithstanding
notwithetanding

) ioctrines the con-

joyed the first destrnction of the

ante of this doctrine, which, like 2

yd T proclaim reveals Himself | beantiful flower, was blooming before his
simple hearta § He disdains the vain | #ye8 He did as all do, who admire the

geience of the worid. He conceals Him- flower, but care not to know whence it

i@ philosophes of whom you | came, or why it blooms. Iie used it to

his woaders, or Ganna,
her geductions; bu
the tortures whic
his name, to the mor

h they must suffer in
came to disturb s difficult self-denial
ages past, Rome
and dominatrx o

Tha first hostiliti

would have to endare.
en were commenced
and sazes who denoun
those Christiang,
1 Christ, during
was sentenced by
Yer the most infam-

the higtorians and poets, the visible proof
oravitation of the Roma
towards Christianity.
hope, and accepted
were resumed the
ent, and the destinies

ed by the sacred writings orby Paul’s or their odious ac's,

whose Chief, one namec
the reign of Tiberiug
Pontius Pilate, to sul

1t was hailed a8 a
a8 a certainty;in it
auxieties of the pres-

aroished Nero the
+t he needed to justify himse
aving kindled the famous
during six days, de-
anch frighttul inten-
f the fourteen quarters com-
¢ thet immense city, on
nding and intact.
Nero, the perpetrator
act, to sivield his own criminal
to accuge the Curisti i
the trne and ounly cause
It was atrocions.
d extraordinary tortures, 8ays
i i for these Chris-
tiaus, whose crimes had lo
them to to the publ
8o far that the torta

ian looking aronnd with fear, had
agcertained that he was surroundsd by
conflagration which,

anumerable disciples
ed the legious; the
his own family could
i from the alarming filtra-
t which, penetrating eve
ious action fslt 10

were to ba found i
of Christ; they

ned,
gon, where, made it myster
all ranks of society

hithat the time had
oppose with energy
the religion of
: in hisdouble capa-

6. He then ordered a hot bath of the first perse-
come when he must
and enterprise againet
Rome and the empire

As he stepped into it, he springled a

« | make this libation to Jupiter libera-

t 2n invasion 80 f
o resiore the creed and
e instituted new

ic hate; and this went
rers felt pity for their He endeavored t

A groan was heard, and & voice called
revive the traditions.

gopher looked around; it was Sr. Pater and St. Paul hoth perished

under the provection of Minerva, goddess
of arms and wisdom.

at the same time,

v of the bath

wes beheaded ; Peter was
but with his head he gave Rome
example of folly und im pious
He proclaimed himself blown horses—and this "-—and he
sod hig own st
wd in the temple of Jupiter | the
jle in the world !
wdignation this
ker of public
1 himself the
aal of their ancient and most
divinities; and they
petter the graatness o
the idea of One Go
made impossible such insane
by a simple mortal.
Thig moral anguisk
incredible acs o

crucified ke Christ,

postles suffered mart
on the same day,—29th of June, 1n the
yearof O irist, 67,
Pater, prince of the apostles, was suc- Capitolinus, the first temy
The people saw with iy
grandeon of a poor
{ gecond Bisliop of
i Linns was succeeded by
w by birth, and a ais-
ho had converted him.
lic See from the

| geletus, an Athenl

He governed the Aposto
year 78 to the year o1,
Clemens (8t. Ciement o
Bishop, therelore,
at the tiwe our

) felt by Domitian,
f madness, his at-
sioug restoration, were necen-
pary to explain the cause

tilled the chair of 8
narrative coms=

ich Nero could scarcely comprehend, |
What did Nero cars about this qoarrel |
betwean dying Judaism, and  already
. glorions Christianity 7 He looked upon
Paul first exp ined to the philosopher 1t a5 a question of local interest which |
pergecutor of the Christians, did not concern L.
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Suddenly a sound camo wafiing oD
the still midalght air--a puzzing,
peculiar and familiar sour d. Thud!
Trud ! it resouoded through the night;
and, the next momeat, fouar dark forms
ma outlined against the sky, as
they topped the slope. Four horsemen

yuid be ciearly deseried pressing thelr
horses int llop, and
kwardds in
ar gait.
vole

swingliog -
unison witt

Then, all at once,
gpoke out :

“* Bay, you fellows, the horses are
r.v!nuc up. Thera isn't anotaer wmile in
em.

i That's a sure fact,” another and
rougher veice answered. Your hoss
ain't co bad, Cap'n; but Whiteface
here i3 a-heavin’ atween my legs like
au alriquake.”

“Youre Cap'n, Jim,” came a deep
voics a dozen yards down the creek,
¢ an’ can lead ud any dance as
matches you, But [can'i soe the use
of pressin’ em like that. Thers ain't
no fear of pursuit for the whole night,
an’ here's our norses knocked up for
a week.”

“ And what was the use, Black Tom,
of taking her tims,” spoke out he they
called Captain, ** We'll have littia
need of horses for weeks o coma, and
if wo do there are others.”

¢ Right yer be, boyee,” called
another voice close at hand—a voien
rongh and cracked, ‘' Black Tom is a
bloomin’ ole croaker. Whip an’spur,
gays [, till ther mounted p'lico are oul
o ther track, an’ thea I don't care how
glow yer goes."”

“ You've hit the case plum centre,
Tumbledown,” assented the Captain,
‘' By this time tha mouated police are
fast asleep at K yorawalla, and the
tims is our own ; bus, look here, boye ;

sa9 . (4
it's better to be on the safo side, with

gtruck something on his sadilebows
v gave a musical jingle—" than
within a stone's throw of the lock-up,
with nags fit for a steeple chase."”

“ Thet's just it, Cap'e,” auswered he
who hed firss replied to hioa, ¢ We're

all the | o1 the gafe slda now, an' can let
y ere
rite,

25 silde 88 we like ; an' blow we
we want a rost a3 well as the
horses.”

¢ Barkor is speakin' llke a haok,”
called our Tambiedown ; ‘*an’ I per
pose that wa camp hyar fer acouple
of hours. 1'd glve my ole boots just
now far a good solid meal o' tea aod

£ being despoiled of damper, an’' & wash down o' raw

of David, accord- | whigkey i,
r tion, *' Tooge who “ T hev got a full flask aere,” cried
Judea will become the master Barker, ‘‘an’ good atuff It 18, There
ch are the decrees of Fate,”
er to Judea, to ascer-
till existed any de-

ce, once des- b
Le subject of his deepest “Lat us get out o' this hole, anv-

ain't no foar, the hosses won't run
away ; an' darn my eyes but I gecoud
the perposal, Your ean't get a—"

way," interrupted the deep volca of
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Black Tom ; ‘‘it's gloomy in here ; &
we can Pnlnver enuf arter.”

« We're on the safe eide now, mar
and camp we will, Now, look her
boys, ther's an Irish fellow here, and
think he will hardiy bar the do
sgainst us. If be does we will kno
himeelt and his bars into shucks ; tal
eare, though, and if he says nothin
don't you.”

The man dismounted and pegg
out the borses. The two that the Cs
tain and Black Tom rode were brovg
together and fixed firmly and carelu
—they, at any rate, shoula be safe

« Will we take the saddles and
other thing with us?” questior
Black Tom.

¢ No,” replied the Captain ; g
are safe enough that way. The ho
won't break looge, mnever you fe
and If by apy chance an alarno
given, it ig the quickest way. C

n

The Captain walked quickly to
door rf the herder’s hut, the others
lowing in a line. A strong do
kncek brought no response —
bealthy air of the bush brought «
gleep to the waary ;—but Black ]
who came second, bringing his
forward, sent the echoes rolling wi
vigorous kick. A grunt and a
drawn yawn came from within,
the Captain sgain knocking heavi
volce saddenly cried out—

“ Who is that ?"

¢ A friend, answered the Capt
“ open, please.”

There was & pause, and then
came & sound of shuflling from wi
& foot founded on e earthen flo
bolt was drawn, a bar pulled, an
next instent the door was open.

¢ We've ridden hard from R
walla, and our borses are ruu
We were golng to camp down
on the creek until we saw your sb
Could vou give us quarters for ¢
hours ?”

¢ Of course you can put up
pe answered., ** You're we
Walk in.”

As Whe C
curiously towards the men, and |
first time he noticed the wicked
ing eyes, the fierce brown jace
deadly weapens and all the mar
wild life. *‘These are no catth
¢ Knights of the bueh, or I'm a

ndle flarad nn Fom
eq ny

man.”

+ Well, boys,” ha said, cooll
pot & ‘very warm welcome ; her
fire out ; but 'tis easy toremed,
there is plenty of wood outside
wsit a moment.

He placed the candle on tk
pear the fire-place and went o1
was not gone, half a minute, bu!
time he could not help notici
position of the horses

“Could you sell us some f
flour 2" the Captaln asked
‘We have not eaten anyth
geveral hours and our appetites
an edge. You can name ar
you like and we'll be satisfied.’

¢ 1'd ewaller my boots a'mo
in Tumbledown ; ** an* {f
borrowed some pison at Koo
Where's the use of a single
atween four ?”

“«Well, boys,” answered '
won't sell my provisions ; but
vite you to taike some. I got i
supply lately, and can affo
munificent. Auvd,” said he,
to Tumbledown, ‘‘Thappent
demijohn of not the bes '
share of which you are w

“ Hurrah ! young feiler,
the rightsort, Walkou! the
th’ other stuff, an’ we'll do
cookin’, you set.”

« Wa're much obliged toy
the Captain. ' As Tumble
gaid, ‘ we'll do our own coo!
you get us the stuff, you carn
we'll not disturb you.”

Tom answered nothing.
the flour, tea and demijohn
ing perhaps & gallon) a1
them the water vessel and %
{urther end of the hut, and t
his bunk, all standing as he
endeavored to forget ia slo
vent of the night. After al
a common - place occur
thought. But it would 1«
could not help racking his |
the identity of his visitor
errand that could bring t
direction. That they wer
he doubted—their dress, b
talk opposed that idea.
there was another thing
him just at that moment
time he had ridden into K
had heard curicus tales of
gang of buehrangers that
serub west of Cooper's Cre!
membered those stories no)
Creek flowed past his door
distant the scrud spread
horizon ; and In Eequer
thought that these men we
cal bushrangers spoken
not at all improbsbhie ;
minutes flew by, Tom fe
ions grow into a certalnty

The men had finished t}
bhalf baked dsmper &nd
and were feeling quite
very comfortable. Pipes
Barker had preduced I
that, in the enjoyment ¢
acteristic luxuries, an |
without notice. Wiskey
tongues, quickened thelr
and dulled their watchfu

They spoke without th
tion ; and 80, when the 1
drained out, and the jar
of ite contents, they beg
their last evening's eXp
their own particular

The bushrangers hat
deed that, for darivg, ha
They had “'held up” the
awalla and thoroughly
town was a liitle one,
guardians of the peace |
welfare, and the bank |




