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VANCOUVER SECTION

BRITISH COLUMBIA'S PROGRESS.

Many Signs of Steady Growth Apparent  Activity in
Mining Enterprises— Industrial Notes.

Vancouver
Fverything i8 pointing to progress in British Columbia
This should be ¢ne of the best years in the history of the
province Apart from the construction gangs of the G.T.P
operating in the gorth, of the Great Northern in the southern
interior, the V. W. & Y., and British Columbia Electric Rail
way Co.in thé districts contiguous to Vancouver, as well as the
C.P.R. surveying parties on Vancouver Island, there 1s a
great deal doihg in the Jumbering industry, and mining men
are taking mare finterest than ever in propositions out here
An indication of the steady betterment of conditions at
Rossland is the taking over of the Spitzee properties by the
LLe Roi Company. This group has not been operated fully
owing to the lack of funds. The Le Roi will commence 1im
mediately to thoroughly prove the mines. The working bond
secured covers a long period

March 3oth

Mr. Pedler 1§ in the city this week, and when the next | . g 2
nature of a trade subsidy than a mail service, is totally in-

mail arrives from! the north, in a couple of days, he will give
out news of the ! acquisition of copper propositions in the
vicinity of Whité Horse “Things are looking pretty good
at White Horse jhst pow,” Mr. Pedler said last evening. I«
represents Spokahe ‘people, and extensive mining interests
dre being secured in the north Mr. Wm, Mackenzie, of
Messrs. Mackenzie and Mann, has several of the Conrad
properties under pption, also in the same country. There is
promise of something doing by the fact that it is impossible
to buy lots in White Horse, fown property ‘having been cor
nered, supposedly by those who wil operate the copper
mines. ‘

Outlook for Lumber Industry.

Although ;little is heard of Texada island mines, very
good ore is being tnk(/n'aum This island is within a few
hours of Vangouver, biit the people who own the mines are
exceedingly réticent. It is well-known that the Marble Bay
property paid fof itself, the Tacoma people who secured it
not having toigo. into their pockets for a single cent, the re
turns from the dre paying the amounts as they came due

Peculiar ¢onditions may be forced in the lumber industry
With mills cutting all they are able, the continued lack of
cars prevents shipment, with the result that lumber will be
piled up in thie yirds. This is already taking place, and the
outcome will be ‘that prices locally may drop, while on the
prairie, they willigo up. Orders are coming in from east of

the mountains, bt the shipments cannot be made There
will be a great Scarcity of lumber there, and retail dealers
may take advantage of the circumstances Mills on the

coast, too, ar¢ paying a great deal of attention to export, and
establishments dre looking up this business which never
troubled abotit it before, since means of transportation on
land are denied them

Each weék shows Vancouver leading the list of Canadian
cities in the perdentage of increase of bank clearings, it be
ing at a figute unapproached by any other Victoria, an
other British (Columbia city, also shows well, and very often
is second on the list. Those who watch general conditions,
will at once mote the general prosperity of this province from
these figures. Last fall it was stated that the large amount
of money passing through the clearing-house was because of
the real estate activity, but notwithstanding the fact that
during the winter this feature has been rather quiet, the per-
centage of intrease is nndiminished It theref@dre means a
steady expangion, which, now that a substantial commence
ment has been made, will develop more rapidly than before
Vancouver Fourth in Matter of New Buildings.

In suppott of this are the statistics, now available, of the
comparison of Canadian cities in the way of new buildings
erected last yiear. Vancouver is fourth, and travels with the
big cities of Torénto, Montreal, and Winnipeg. It looks as
if this year will be .even better still. March has been a
record breaker, and as commercial houses are in many in
stances arranging for increased accommodation, such as the
W. H. Malkinh Company, and others, the value of permits is

pected to be very large.

Mr. John! Arhuthnot, who was thrice mayor of Winnipeg,
is one of thgse who has recognized the possibilities of the
Pacific' Coasti He is head of the Red Fir Lumber Company,
which/ acquired the interests of the Nanaimo Lumber Com-
pany last fall, but that is not his only enterprise. The com-

pany, with which he is connected, has secured between 25,- |

oooand 30,000 acres of land at the north end of Vancouver
Is)dnd, and boring for coal is now in progress. It will take
$300,000 to dévelop this, but as there is a great demand for
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With the exploitation of the iron deposits, the
for coal will bé further increased. Mr. James A Mo:f”h‘
Seattle, who controls.the Irondale smelter, is to deyel
iron properties on the west coast of Vancouver Island m
nection with a steel manufacturing project he has on <
George Jackson and John McNeal have just discovered
wmareas of iron jll\t west of  Mr. Moore’s hnldings_ It is be
gimning to look as if the iron manufacturing mdust; :
jritish Columbia 1s not very far distant. Yy of
he Provincial Government has placed

the product it is considered the expend

' ' n the esty
the mmitial sum of $75000 which will be augménted “;:::

time to time, to construct a fine roadway around the ses
front, 132 feet in width, westward from Vancouver .
boundafies around the Point Grey headland. It will runm
a distended semi-circle and will be a driveway unsurpn.;
But the principle benefit to be derived will be the openi
up of about 12,000 acres close to the city, which it is thz
tentian to subdivide into small holdings. The city v
probably will assist in the undertaking, by running thro:z
streets in the city to connect with the proposed road. The
Government will secure also the services of an expert land-
scape gardener in connection with the proposition,

'I‘!w possibility of instituting a second Overseas Mail i
receiving a large share of attention in shipping, railway and
postal circles. The service proposed is to be an all-British
one between England and Sydney, via Canada. It has long
been felt that the present service, which is more in the

adequate, and that some steps should be taken to place the
matter on a more satisfactory basis. No doubt the presext
through mail to Hong Kong has stirred Australiaus to
action The service is necessary, it will prove a most import-
ant factor to Vancouver, and is likely to be in operation be-
fore long. The present arrangement terminates in June.

Floating Dry-Dock for Burrard Inlet.

Every possible factor bearing upon rapidity of tramsit
has been thoroughly dealt with, and it is stated that mails
can be delivered in Sydney in twenty-six days—being a re-
duction in time of six days. The significance of Vancouver's
position on the Pacific slope emphasized by this latest move,
1s placed in further prominence by the decision of the Oceanic
Steamship Lompany to discontinue its San Francisco to New
Zealand service; as also by the statement of Mr. Hill, Presi-
dent of the Great Northern Railway Company, that the
Dakota, which was recently wrecked upon the coast of Japan,
will not be replaced. This latter decision implies a practical
abandonment of a service which was intended to revolution-
ize the trade of the Pacific. It is a question as to how far
the lack of success on the American side will affect shipping
here. There is bound to be a resultant good.

A contract has been let to Messrs, Swan & Hunter, Ltd,
of Newcastle-on-Tyne,—the firm who in September lau
the Mauritania, the largest ship afloat,—for the steel strme-
tural work of a new dry-dock for Burrard Inlet. The need
far a floating dry dock has been keenly felt, and the import-
ance of this departure in connection with the recent moves
m shipping cirtles cannot be over-estimated. Vancouverites
are, as men-of-the-sea, living up to British traditions.

President Hendry, of the New Westminster and Yukon
Railway is in Ottawa actively engaged in connection with
plans for the construction of a road from Vancouver to Ed-
monton. Some little difficulty is being experienced as to the
route, but these probably will be overcome and construction
work soon commenced. The decrease in cost of transit to
and from Edmonton will prove to be weighty factors of de-
velopment to both places; whilst the richness of the country
traversed. part of which will become accessible for the first
time, will afford new openings for investors. A bill is before
the Provincial Legislature whereby it is sought to provide 3
charter for the Bella Coola Railway Company. Incorpors-
tion is being requested by Vancouver men It is pfo““
in_the bill that the Company may lay out and construct 2
railway from the confluence of Shuswap and the South Fo
of the Fraser River to tidewater at Bella Coola. The cap!
stock of the company is to be $3,000,000, divided into thirty
thousand shares of $100 each. As soon as $100,000 of tl!‘
capital are subscribed and ten per cent. of that amount
into some chartered bank of Canada, a shareholders’ meet-
ing will be called.

Steady Growth of Mining Industry.

The mining industries this year have been more than
ever gharacterized by a steady growth. The various sn'w.lt-
ers are increasing their output weekly The British
Columbia Copper Company has now blown in the second
its two big new furnaces; the delay having been caused by
a succession of evils varying from strikes to frosts.
troubles of this company are disappearing with the
and it is anticipated that the long deferred dividen
soon be paid. Much activity is being displdyed in the
Valley and other districts. . 4 b

The Diamond Vale Coal & Iron Mines, Limited, is pust-
ing operations on its new shaft Many of the necessary
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