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EPISCOPAL APPROBATION.
u If the English-speaking Catholics of Montreal and of this Province consulted their 

t interests, they would soon make q4 the 11 True Witness one qf the most prosperous and 
HTful Catholic paper i in this country. J heartily bless those who encourage this except 
rh 11 \PATJL, Archbishop of Montreal.

along the path which leads to Irish 
autonomy. It i„, then', not to bo 
wondered at. If, in the subsequent 
vote, the Nationalist party voted 
solidly against the Government. The 
speech of Mr. Redmond, in reply to 
the foregoing statement of Mr. Wynd-

Vaileyfield is about to be endowed 
with a new institution in the form 
of an hospital, which will Lear the 
time-honored title oi Hotel Dieu. The 
old Theological Seminary will be uti­
lized for the beginning oi the good 
work, ever with the hope of soon
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NOTES OF THE WEEK.

SBNSATIONAL JOURNALISM — 
In view of tha unusual number of 
crimes that have recently been com­
mitted, and of the sensational trials 
that are now going on, and that are 
to take place in the near future, His 
Grace Mgr. Bruchési, Archbishop of 
Montreal, addressed a most remark­
able and timely letter to the Catho­
lic press of this city. In that com­
munication His Grace poivted «out 
all the dangers incurred by the sen­
sational publication of all the de­
tails of crimes, as they are related in 
the public trials. He asked the 
Catholic press to refnain from accen­
tuating their reports with vivid des­
criptions, minute details and elabor­
ate illustrations. While admitting 
that the business of a newspaper is 
to supply its readers with accounts 
of passing events and to make them 
acquainted with what is taking place 
in the world, His Grace clearly points 
out the danger to morals and to so­
ciety in general that lurks in the re­
vealing of horrid details and abomi­
nable facts—all the more regrettable 
because they are true. It is certain­
ly not to our country’s credit that 
such deeds should darken our an­
nals, and it is no work of patriotism 
to herald them abroad and even raag- 
aify them. Each time that His Grace 
has saw fit to warn the press on any 

| subject, experience has proven that 
his great wisdom justified his action; 
and in this instance his warding has 
come in good time and has been of 
salutary effect. We must also give 
credit where it is due, on all sides; 
if His Grace has felt obliged, in view 
of the rapidly increasing practice of 
dwelling too much upon the stories 
of sad and tragic events, to raise 
his voice by way of admonition, equ­
ally prompt has been the French Ca­
tholic daily press to heed th<i voice 
of our first pastor and to hasten to 
assure him of its acceptance of the 
wise words of counsel that he has 
written. This is a hopeful sign.
When the Catholic pfress of a coun­
try is prepared to harken to the 
voice of the Church and to be guidt*} 
y her wisdom—as expressed through

her hinra t-cV.,. _ _

—and it follows swiftly upon the of-

Of course we speak of persons of 
heart, sentiment, or some refinement 
of character—to speak, of boors and 
heartless criminals would be a waste 

i of time. No person has ever yet said 
an unkind thing of anothen, even 
though it may have served to create 
a kind or generous word of another 
verness, but sooner or later he has 
felt a sting of remorse. And, on the 
other hand, no person has over said 
a kind or generous Rord of another 
that, under some circumstance, he 
did not feel a keen satisfaction and I 
know "the luxury of doing good.” I 
There is no consolation like that of 
having done a generous deed or said 
a charitable word. And it is just 
as easy to speak kindly of others as 
it is to find fault with them or to 
criticize. In fact the habit of grumb­
ling and censuring is easily contract- 
ed; not so easy to contract that of 
praise and charitable expression 
They are, however, both habits that 
can be acquired 1 and that can be 
made almost a second nature. The 
former is a source of perpetual mise­
ry, for it creates enemies and is re­
paid by censure and backbitings that 
we never hear of against ourselves.
The latter is a spring of enjoyment 
for it causes others to perpetually 
praise us and to speak good of us

THE IRISH SITUATION.—By the 
debate which took place in the Im­
perial House of Commons, in the be­
ginning of February, it was clear to 
forsee a split between the Irish 
party and the Government. In the 
vote taken last Monday night on Mr. 
Monley’s amendment, the Govern­
ment was sustained by a majority of 
fifty-one and exceedingly small ma­
jority in such a House. On tliat 
occasion the Irish party voted 
against the Government. This course 
was but the logical consequence of 
the debate that had taken place a 
week earlier—it was the putting into 
practice of Mr. Redmond's statementw s- . ‘ u tnrough I vi mr. zveomond's statement

hierarchy-we can rely that the concerning the attitude of the partv 
true spirit of Cathohn _____I which hn 1 n n ,l„ n ____trw spirit „f Catholic journalism pre 
■vails. That the secular press should 
deviate. at times, from the exact 
Path of the Church's tracing Is only 
natural: but when it is prepared to 
return to that path the moment the 

rnvng is given. we clearly sa 
therein the spirit of Faffh (Lmea, 

g that Catholic journalism.

Irish Party, there is no such thing as 
an alternative policy to Home Rule" 
After he had detailed the various 
grievances of Ireland, incidentally in­
forming the Liberals that it was a 
delusion to suppose they could count 
on Irish support by promising an 
alternative policy to Home Rule. He 
said that "because the Irish obtain­
ed a valuable Act last year, some 
persous seemed to think that the 
Irish question was shelved; but no 
concession could wealnn the demand 
for Self-Government. On the con- 
trary, every concession they had ob­
tained or might obtain would bo 
used for the furtherance of tho con­
test for Home Rule." He then de­
clared tho Government's attitude on 
tile education question to be grossly 
absurd and harmful to the youth of 
that country. He characterized the 
Government's counse as dishonest, 
and an evasion of an admitted duty 

I "The Government," ha said, "had 
played the "devil's game of false pro­
mises,” too often, and if it desired 
the support of the Irish in Parlia 
ment, and at the polls, nothing 
short of the introduction of the re_ 
q unite legislation would secure it."

Referring to the land question, Mr 
Redmond said that the failure of 
last year’s Act proved that the Im- 
porial Parliament had neither time 
nor capacity to legislate satisfacto­
rily for Ireland. The Act must be 
amended forthwith, alijfe in the inte­
rests of the tenants and landlords. In 
closing he referred to "that irritât- 
ing anachronism known as Dublin 
Castle," declaring that the present 
Government of Ireland was "too rot­
ten to be mended, and must therefore 
be ended." Finally, ha declared that 
it would be the duty of the Irish to 
oppose the Government unless the 
latter foreshadowed some legislation 
along the lines indicated, both as re­
gards the University Question and 
that of Home Ru^?.

When Mr. Wyndham, speaking in

and infirm in that now very import­
ant diocese. Any of the faithful 
who feel it incumbent upon them t„ 
aid in this work of benefit and of 
necessity have therein a splendid op­
portunity of exercising that charily 
which may be considered ns nn alter­
native to the severe Lenten regula­
tions of other days, which have been 
so much relaxed in our time. This 
piece of news is on a par with every 
other movement for the advancement 
and amelioration of the diocese that 
falls to the credit of Mgr. Emard 
since the day that he first assumed 
the mitre. This, according to the 
numbers, is the sixty-eighth Pastoral 
Letter that has come frkm the elo­
quent pen of Bishop Emard; and this 
is another bead in the bright chaji- 
lot of his Episcopal enunciations. 
The volume of those Pastorals would 
certainly constitute one of the most 
instructive and edifying books that 
could be produced, and we trust that 
some day the Catholics of Canada 
will have the benefit of its appear

the name of the Government, found 
it his duty to raise the curtain, and 
to exhibit to the Inish members the 
complete blank that was prepared for 
them, there remained nothing else 
to be done than to carry out the 
assertions of their leader by voting 
against the Government on the first 
vote of want of confidence. It is 
true their vote did not suffice to 
overthrow the Government, but it 
was enough to expose it to a rude 
shock, a narrow escape, and to ex­
hibit its real weakness to the coun- 

at 1 urge. What the balance oi 
the session may bring must remain 
a matter of conjecture, till "time 
will tell."

A FALSE HEADLINE:—The Phi­
ladelphia Ledger publishes a des­
patch from Rome announcing the 
appointment of a Committee to look 
after the organization of tho feStivi- 
tics in connection with the fiftieth 
anniversary of the promulgation or 
the dogma of the Immaculate Con­
ception. The despatch is exact and 
the details of it are just as sent 
from Rome, the same as those to 
os found i„ the columns of every Ca­
tholic paper on this continent. Mono 
over, there is no editorial comment 
■tpon the despatch—possibly the ed;. 
-or did not thinl* there was need of 
.. '■ in view of the headline with 
which he drew attention to it. Phut 
headline reads : "The Jubilee of a 
False Doctrine.” This is the "ipse 
dixit" of the editor of the Ledger. 
Such may be his opinion; but be sets 
it forth in quite a dogmatic manner.

tl!?t1SE' LESS CENSURE-From 
« to time we meet with very sage 

wlvise condpiyed into small BZf 
our attention-,or it seemed to say 
A paragraph the other day attracted 
-2, , 'h ln very tew words ;
canmn'Vv ^toT^ °‘ Pr°priety S™
yuan ,Z'Lt00many ni«> things to

which ho leads. It cannot, however 
be denied, after Mr. Wyndham'a rrt 
marks, that Ireland has but few 
friends in either party; both Liberals 
and Conservatives are antagonistic 
to her interests. This was made 
clear by the stand taken, on behalf 
of the Government, by Mr. Wyndham 
He said that he did not believe that 
the Irish question would be settled 
for at least fifty years to come. He 
claimed that even if Ireland had her 
own Parliament she could not, in the 
present state of the money market, 
find seven hundred and fifty million 
dollars to carry out the provisions of 
the Land Act. And right on the 
heels of this Mr. Wyndhmn announc­
ed the Government's Intention of In-

What

youn fri„,d„y mce things to | «-reducing an Act amending the Land 
h, ,ds and of them. The world Act to eleBr up doubtful points, 

given 2 2 bitiDg' Let us be Apart ,r°“ this statement the rest to praise." | of his remarks were calculated to dis­

courage the Irish Party all along the 
Une. He fleclared that the Govern­
ment did not Intend legislating, at 
present, on the University question. 
And on the Home Rule issue Mr. 
Wyndham said that he never hnd pro­
posed Irish legislation with the view 
of giving Home Ruin to Ireland, or, 
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AN IMPORTANT PASTORAL— On 
tho occasion of the opening of Lent 
Mgr. Emard. the able and beloved 
Bishop of Valleyfield, issued a most 
important Pastoral Letter. While 
the special object of the letter is to 
announce the Lenten regulations to 
be observed this year in his diocese, 
there is an announcement made of 
an undertaking that wUl be greeted 
With pleasure by all the faithful of 
Valleyfield. The Letter declares that 
for reasons deemed sufficient by the 
Church the rules o, Lent will be the 
name this year as they were last 
year-which means that their rigor is 
considerably relaxed. His Lordship 
points out several ways of fittingly 
observing the holy and penitential 
time of Lent, apart from fasting and 
abstinence. The persons who can­
not follow the strict rules of olden 
times are, by virtue of the Church's 
permit, enabled to avoid the severe 
penance of fasting to a great ex­
tent. But this Indulgence simply 
Imposes on "them the more strict 
duty of fulfilling other observances. 
For example there Is that of extra 
prayer, both In private and fn the 
family circle; that of attending! Masa 
more frequently than usual through 
the week; that of being present at all 
the Lenten exercises; that of giving 
alms In a more generous degree; that 
-* a general charity which the 

1 us as one Of the ef-

' . — *o------ — iiiuiiuci
for he makes no attempt to prove 
that the doctrine in question is false. 
Wo are not going to enter into ih„ 
oft-repeated arguments whereby the 
truth o, the dogma has Seen estnl - 
lished beyond all possible dispute. It, 
simply wish to draw attention t„ 
the arbitrary and unsupported man­
ner in which a lay editor of another 
faith presumes to Impose bis Indni- | 
dual opinion upon the reading public. 
The infallible head of me Catholic 
Church, in whose decisions two hun­
dred and fifty million people have 
absolute confidence, tells us tha', the 
dogma of the Immaculate Conception 
is true; the editor of ihe Ledger, m 
whose decisions no person-,mt even 
himself—has any positive faith: tells 
us that it is false. Were there no 
other reason in the world for oul. 
belief, surely we would not find it 
difficult to judge between the two. If 
ever the language of Sir William 
Draper to Junius found appjicntlon 
it is suraly in such a case its i his, 
for here we have "assertion .without 
proof, declamation without ipgumert 
and censure without dignity or mo- 
deration.”

It is, however, a consoling f,,cl 
for Catholics to know that their 
Church alone is willing to follow the 
example of Christ in honoring His 
Mother. Others claim to liolieve in 
Christ, to love Him, to depend upon 
Him for salvation, and to require 
His divine favor; but they gu about 
the work of securing tnat favor in 
an extraordinary manner—thee tegin 
by belittling His Motusv.

day following. But the Presbytcri- 
an pastor Objects to Sunday funerals 
for another reason. "Whereas, the 
custom of Sunday funerals is „ 
growing evil, the cause of much se­
cular labor, and an additional Sab­
bath burden to many of our over- 
wonked Pastors -(Mr. Wylie includ- 
edj-Resolved. That the Presbytery 
of New fiork discourage (he practice 
and strongly urge tho members u( 
our church and all desiring the ser­
vices of oun ministers neither to hold 
funeral services nor bury the (kad or 
the Sabbath unless there be an abso- 
lute necessity.”

Just think Of the "overworked mi­
nisters." The minister holds a ser­
vice at 11 in the morning and an­
other at about seven in the evening- 
preaches for about half an hour at 
each; roads a few prayers, aml sings 
some hymns. That is work with a 
vengeance, if he were to do the one 
quarter of a priest's work he would 
nave to go to a sanitarium after a 
couple of weeks. Thinl, of him spend 
mg llBlf a Saturday afternoon ami 
tho whole evening from seven to ele­
ven or later, in the confessional; then 
rending the Breviary and saying all 
the proscribed prayers before bed­
time. Getting up nt five o'clock 
hearing other confessions for a couple 
of hours in the morning; singing 
High Mass, and perhaps preaching at ' 
ten o'clock; and sitting down at noon 
to take the first morsel of food for 
that day. Making sick culls, teach­
ing Catechism. singing Vespers, and 
again holding service in the evening, 
and possibly preaching again; ibis j<| 
what is called work. And yet il 
there is a baptism, or a funeral, or 
any other service to be rendered ho 
does not count the hour, „r calculate 
on the time—he simply goes and does 
ns work. We have no desire to tato. 

fiom the Minister's merit foil the 
work that He does; but there can bo 
no question that the labor of (he 
most "overwrought minister" is mere 
child's play compared to the duties 
that the ordinary parish priest has 
to fulfil. We mean, of course, the 
work in connection with his pastoral 
officc-not the work for his wife and 
children around tho house.

VILLA MARIA 
GOLDEN JÜBILBB.

In response to a desire manifested

r °rmer 1,upils- the Religious
of Villa Muria Convent. Congreg»! 
•■on de Notre Dame, have decidJto 
adopt means whereuy those „ho 
with,n the last fifty yearn hav, bran 
educated that Institution may 
urn e to commemorate in a cordial 
Tnt, ,h" We'h anniversary om!„ 
foundation of fhelr Al,„„ Mater
4"ir,ri ''T™ Wm b° c”‘'ol.vd on 

, V ol ’’d*1 June, and all who 
wish to take part therein ore re­
quested to forward their names and 
addresses without further delay to 
the secretaries in this city, viz.. Mrs 
M; Desnoyers. 070 St. Denis street-

°; Wa,T™. 150 Mnnee street 
and Mrs. J. G. McCarthy, Cl Drum- 
mond stretpt.

The following ladies form the gene­
ral committee: President, Mrs J 
p- II. Gasgrain; Vice-Presidents, Mrs'
A Des"" °' Eeb'nne; Mrs
A. Robe re, Mrs. M. Burke, Mrs. A
A- lfubautleau. Treasurers, Mrs. E 
C\ Monk, a Oxondcn Ave,; Mrs F 
c. Amos, 272 Prince Artliun street ' 

Mrs. L. Frechette, Miss A. T. Sad­
ler and Miss Beaupre will attend to 

the Iiteraiy work.

LENTEN MISSIONS 
AND SERMONS

at ST. PATRICK'S—The Mission 
under the direction of the Paulist 
lathers will oegin to-morrow evening 
Ihe first week will be for the marri- 

ed women.

no elections.

•1T ST- ANTHONY'S.-Rev. Gre­
gory O'Bryan and Rev. Owen B. 
Ditlin. two well known inembnrs of 

| lhe Society of Jesus, will open a 
I mission at this Crturch to-morrow 
evening.

Mr. John Burns, the labor lender 
(he British House of Commons’ 

says he does not ' expect a genera, 
election this year. Mr. Chamberlain 
certainly does not look for a dissolu­
tion this spring, fon.hu is off to 
Egypt for a two months' complete 
holiday.

A T THE GESU—On next Sunday, 
at 8 p.m., in the Church of the Fa- 
(hers of the Society of Jesus, Bleury 
street. Rev. Father Doherty, s J 
will deliver the first discourse’of the 
Lenten series. The subject to be 

| treated is the intimate nature of 
the Church of tlfc Living God. as dis­
played in her records, and In the 
marvellous persistent tact of her 
resplendent divine visibility and 
energy.

Church
.of,

SUNDAY FUNERALS -Rev. Dr 
D. G. Wylie, pastor of the Scotch 
Presbyterian Church, New York, had 
been for a long time seeking to have 
the Presbytery adopt nsomtions 
against the practice , t holding fune­
rals on Sunday. He at last succeed­
ed in having his resolutions adopted. 
Amongst Catholics the burial of lhe 
dead on Sunday is avoided as much, 
as possible; but for a reason far dif­
ferent from that advanced by Rev. 
Dr. Wylie. The reason why Catho­
lics prefer not to have funerals on. 
Sunday is because on a week day the

JAMES H. McNALLY-Shortly af­
ter our issue of last week had been 
printed, the death of Mr. James II 
McNally, son of the late Bernard Mc- 
Nafty, was announced. Mr. McNally 
was associated with the well known 
firm of William McNally & Co He 
had been ill but a few days when 
complications set in, and all the 
means that medical skill could de­
vise proved futile in the endeavor t„ 
save his life.

Mr. McNally was a general favorite 
in social circles, and a promising 
figure in commercial affairs of this 
city. He had only attained his 88th 
year when the summons came.

The funeral, which took, place from 
the residence of his brother, Mr. Wil- 
Ham McNally, Peel street, to St. 
Patrick's Church. where n solemn 
Mass of Requiem was chanted, was 
attended by a large number of citi­
zens of all classes. May his soul 
rest in peaco.

LOCAL NOTES.

interment
Mass be sung and the

after the
hod on

MRS. J. M. CALLAGHAN—It is 
with deep regret that we record the 

[ death °f » most estimable and de­
voted lady, in the person of the late 
Sfrs. John M. Callaghan. Only a 
short time ago did she and her large 
family mourn the loss of the hus- 
band and father—one of our most 
widely known and respected citizens 
the late Mr. John M. Callaghan. Sol- 
row has come ln abundance to that 
household, and we beg of the mem­
bers of the family, and especially the 
children that are now motherless, to 
accept the assurance of our heartfelt 
sympathy. The deceased lady was a

' ANN S. On Ash Wednesday 
evening the various total abstinence 
societies of the Irish parishes held 
a demonstration in St. Ann s Church 

lhe sermon was preached by Rev. 
" ' E- Kavanagh, p.p., Mayo' 
1 (1 The attendance was large
every available seat being occupied.' 
rathen Kavanagh jiossosses a clear 
and powerful voice, and his eloquent 
portrayal of tho evils of intemper­
ance made a marked impression upon 
his hearers.

At the close Of the sermon, Rev. 
Father McPhail, U.SS.H., adminis- 
tered tho pledge to a large number 

At the Benediction of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament. Rev. Father Ca­
ron, C.S8.R., Rector, assisted by 
Rov. Jamies KiHoran, and Rqv. Fa­
ther Flynn, C.SS.H.. officiated.

The choir, unden tho direction of 
Prof. P. J. Shea, rendqred a special 
programme of solos and choruses.

sister-in-law of Rev. 1

ST. MICHAEL'S PARISH —A 
most enjoyable evening was spent 
last Monday with the children o. 
Miss McElligotfs School. Apart front 
the select programme of song and re­
citation tho neat appearance and 
bright deportment. of those taking 
part elicited warm applause from the- 
audience. At the close of the per­
formance Rev. Father Kbynan com­
plimented Miss McBlUgott upon 
success of the entertainment, and .. 
vited the children to repeat thein 
- «8 St. Patrick’s Dav rr* ,


