
Free School Question.

(By a Regular Contributor.)

In view of the prominence that has 
been recently given, in this prov­
ince, by a section of the press, to 
the Free School problem, we cannot 
refrain from expressing an opinion 
regarding the merits of the ques­
tion. We have no desire to enter :n- 
to any discussion of the many de­
tails presented to the public for 
study; moreover, such would not as­
sist in any way in clearing the at­
mosphere that surrounds this issue. 
We are simply desirous of pointing 
out that this agitation is entirely a 
Protestant one, and completely from 
a Protestant point of view of educa­
tional matters. It is absolutely ne­
cessary, in this country above all, 
to recognize that in all what con­
cerns education, there exist two sets 
of ideas, very distinct from each 
other and destined to so remain; the 
one is Catholic, the other is Protest­
ant. This difference of views mu Ft 
not be forgotten, and each one of 
these two lines of thought must be 
weighed, and considered by whomso­
ever has to do with the regulating of 
educational questions. Both must be 
respected and neither can be neglect­
ed or ignored with impunity. As the 
Protestant idea of education is 
grounded upon an entirely different 
basis from that which supports the 
Catholic conception, there can be no 
blending of them, any more than 
there can be a blending of the differ­
ent churches. Having established 
this first premise, we will now pro­
ceed to the consideration of the 
question of Free Schools, from the 
Catholic standpoint.

To read the press articles of the 
day one would be led to suppose 
that free education was something so 
novel that it had never been heard 
of until these enthusiastic propa­
gandists discovered its existence and 
determined to introduce it to the 
public. As a matter of fact free 
education has been a practice of the 
Catholic Church during long centur­
ies; it has been an institution in our 
own land; it is still, in this very 
city, not to speak or tne *-«tiro 
Christendom, a factor in the church’s , 
educational work. We have educa­
tional work. We have a vivid recol­
lection of the time when free educa­
tion—instruction included— was im­
parted in the old St. Lawrence 
Christian Brothers’ School, and we 
could point to a number of subse­
quently prosperous and useful citi­
zens whose elementary training was 
afforded them gratis in the same in­
stitution. We point to this special 
instance, not because it was an ex­
ception, but because we can speak 
thereof from personal knowledge of 
the facts. If any person will take 
the trouble, he can easily find out 
the number of poor children who are 
being educated free of all cost in the 
various Catholic homes of education 
in this city and throughout the pro­
vince. The school may not be en- 

. tirely free in the sense tSiat all are 
not educated therein for nothing; but 
while those who are capable of pay- 

.ing the fees—and these are propor­
tionate to the means of the indivi­
duals—are expected to contribute to 
the support of the establishment, all 
who are unable to pay for their chil­
dren are equally welcome to send 
them, and they are certain to receive 
all the attention needed free of 
charge.

In the business world to-day, in 
the professions, in the Church, and 
in the trades as well, we can find a 
considerable percentage of men 
whose early education was given 
them free of cost. ' But, while we

claim that the free school idea is far 
from being a recent discovery, We 
must not lose sight of the fact that 
the two systems—the Protestant and 
the Catholic—are neither identical in 
their aims nor in their methods 
While the Free School as advocated 
by the secular press would very prob­
ably correspond with the aims and 
methods of the Protestant section of 
the community, it would antagonize 

, those of the Catholic section. In a 
word, it could not be accepted by 
the Catholic element without a grave 
departure from the principles that 
wo cherish and which the Christ- 
founded Church has at all times in­
culcated. The grand and general 
aim of Protestant education is to 
prepare the youth to do battle with 
difficulties of life and to ultimately 
make a success of whatever business, 
profession, or undertaking that hé 
may espouse when the school days 
are over. It also aims, incidentally, 
at making the young persons a us<é 
fui citizen, one supplied with a suffi­
cient store of knowledge' to enable 
him to be of use both to society and 
to the state. All this is admirable, 
as far as it goes; but it does not go 
far enough to satisfy the Catholic 
conception of life, its duties, and its 
ultimate end. The aim of Catholic 
education is two-fold; including all 
that has been set down above in con­
nection with success in this world's 
struggle, it aspires to something far 
more important. It aims at prepar­
ing the youth for ulterior end, that 
is to say for the combat on earth 
with the world and its snares, the 
devil and his machinations, the flesh 
and its weaknesses, and for the final 
triumph that deserves the reward of 
perpetual life hereafter. For the 
Catholic, in other words, religion 
must form a necessary, and the 
most necessary element, of educa­
tion. To disassociate the two would 
be equivalent to the disassociation of 
the spiritual and the temporal inter­
ests, the neglect of the soul for the 
body, the ignoring of eternity in the 
presence of time, the forgetting of 
God in the fever of excitement over 
matters purely human. The aims be­
ing so different, it necessarily fol­
lows that the methods, or means em­
ployed must equally differ.

In order to attain the end which 
Protestant education proposes to it­
self, there is no absolute need of any 
religious element in the system ad­
opted. To reach the two-fold end 
that Catholic education has in view 
the religious training becomes one 
of the most essential parts of the 
system. Granting the existence of 
the Free School, we know that it 
will not and cannot admit of the re­
ligious element; consequently, while 
it may perfectly satisfy, the Protest­
ant idea, it can never correspond 
with the Catholic conception. Un­
less, then, a dual system of Free 
Schools could be imagined one class 
of Free Schools for the Protestant 
section and another one for the 
Catholic section—we cannot see how 
the problem can be solved to the 
universal satisfaction of our mixed 
population. We can see no more suc­
cessful method than that which at 
present obtains in this province; a 
method that accords entire liberty of 
instruction to both elements, and 
does not permit either to infringe 
upon the rights, privileges, or inter­
ests of the other. In a word, the 
Free School as at present advocated, 
means simply the Protestant school, 
and if the Protestant element is sa­
tisfied therewith, we have no right 
and no desire to object.
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A READY ANSWER.
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Father Mathew used to tell the fol- 
necessnty lowing story:—

“A very fat old duck went out ear­
ly one morning in pursuit of worms,

said to the fox: 'You can not be 
so wicked and hard-hearted as to 
take the life of a harmless duck 
merely to satisfy the cravings of 
hunger!’ She exhorted him against 
the commission of so great a sin, 
and begged him not to stain me soul 
with innocent blood. When the fox 
could stand her cant no longer, he 
said: 'Out upon you, madam, with 
all your fine feathers; you’re a pret­
ty thing to lecture me for taking life 
to satisfy my hunger. Is not your 
own crop full of worms? You destroy 
more lives in one day than I do in a 
month.' ”

This was Father Mathew’s reply 
to the makers and venders of li-

Apostolic
Delegate’s
Adieu.

Since his appointment to the office 
of Apostolic Delegate to Canada 
Mgr. Falconio has made the Capital 
his home. But he has visited al­
most every section of the Dominion 
and has made himself familiar with 
the conditions of the country, the 
needs of the people, and above all 
with the works and requirements of 
the Church and with the various re­
ligious, charitable, and educational 
institutions of the land. Being a man 
after our great Pontiff’s own heart 
and having an abundance of sympa­
thies, as well as of executive tal­
ents, he has formed judgments of all 
that has come under his observation, 
and in his recent address of a<$ieu to 
the Irish Catholic of Ottawa he has 
given eloquent and concise expression 
to his feelings and opinions.

On Sunday afternoon last, Mgr. 
Falconio proceeded to the new St. 
Patrick’s Hall, and there received a 
beautiful address presented to him 
by the members of the Ancient Or­
der of Hibernians. His reply, though 
brief, contains a volume of most en­
couraging matter, and it will long 
be cherished by the Irish Catholics 
of Canada, as an evidence of the 
sympathetic sentiments which the 
Holy See and its direct représenta 
tive entertain towards them. The 
Apostolic Delegate spoke thus:— 

“Gentlemen, your address, coming 
from the Ancient Order of Hiber^ 
niane, could not but be accepted 
with pleasure.

‘It recalls to my mind an heroic 
Christian nation, distinguished for 
her faith and for her attachment to 
the Holy See. Her history is the 
history of true patriotism and true 
Christian heroism. From the earliest 
days, when St. Patrick brought to 
her the light of faith, up to our pre­
sent time, her children have given 
such an example of love for their na­
tive land and of fidelity to their holy 
religion as to deserve the admira­
tion of the whole Catholic world. 
Truly, a profound sentiment of reli­
gion and patriotism has always been 
characteristic of the Irish nation.

“It was this sentiment which gave 
courage and strength to your glori­
ous ancestors, who, during a long 
period of trials and sorrows, resist­
ed valiantly the seduction to apos- 
tocay. It was this sentiment which 
led them, like the first martyrs of 
the Church, to sacrifice their lives 
rather than rebel against their holy 
religion. And it is this sentiment 
that you have inherited from your 
fathers, which, even in our days, 
renders the Irish people distinguish­
ed for their honesty, their "integrity 
and their loyalty to their church and 
country. Hence, if the history of 
Ireland is, as we may say, an un­
broken series of perpetual trials and 
sorrows, it is also a beautiful pano­
rama of religious and civil heroism.
The distinguished men and exempla­
ry Christians, who from the days of 
old have adorned Ireland with noble 
deeds, are well known to the read­
ers1 of history. Ireland, therefore, 
has a right to our love and esteem.

“Gentlemen, God has been pleased 
to prepare for you and your ances­
tors, in place of your home in Ire­
land, a new home in this country, 
where you enjoy true liberty and a 
comparative life of comfort. Perhaps 
no other country in tiie world could 
have offered you better occasions to 
ameliorate your condition, both in a 
spiritual and material sense. Indeed, 
though Canada as yet is not suffi­
ciently known, she can compare ad- 
vatageously with the most advanced 
nations of the world. I must con­
fess, that before coming here I had 
no very clear idea of this continent.
I knew it was a vast country with 
large rivers, abundant lakes and 
beautiful scenery, but now, after 
having visited the most important 
points in the Dominion, I have real 
ly become alive to its vast propor­
tions and great resources. However,
I must say that the mere extent of 
territory, its beauty and richness, 
would not have impressed my mind 
so strongly had there not been a 
corresponding equivalent in the mo­
ral and civil virtues of the people.
A glance at your' numerous institu­
tions of char:ty, at your colleges 
and schools, 1 at your magnificent 
churches, and at the constitution by 
which you are governed, will suffice 
to let a foreigner understand in an 
instant the superiority of your mo­
ral and religious character. Indeed,
I must say that in the physical fea­
tures of your country, and In the 
character of its people there is some­
thing which elevates the mind and 
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by means of your religious and civic 
virtues. Let your own powerful as­
sociation always be a source of 
strength to your church and com­
munity, and thus the glqrious spirit 
of your ancestors will be perpetuat­
ed in it for the greater glory of God 
and the welfare of the land.

I thank you sincerely for your 
sentiments of attachment and de^ 
votedness to our Holy Father, and 
for your appreciation of my humble

Father Teeilng’s 
Appeal for Ireland.

The Rev. Father Teeling, of St. 
Mary s. Lynn, Mass., who was a 
delegate of the local branch of the 
United Irish League to the recent 
Boston Convention, delivered a stir­
ring address recently regard­
ing the proceedings of that great 
gathering. He said:—

I suppose you are all familiar w.Mh 
the doings of tffe convention, because 
they have been fully reported in the 
public press. I have attended many 
conventions in my life, but never one 
where there was such a representa­
tive body of men from all sections, of 
the country.

You read the report of the commit­
tee on ways and means, which 
pledged $100,000 in six months to 
the cause, and to put out dollar f«r 
dollar with the landlords of Ireland. 
All in that convention seemed to ho 
of one mind, and now it becomes us 
as a branch of the Irish League to 
do our share of the work.

We must be about our business. A 
certain amount of work is allotted 
to us, as it is to every branch in the 
country. We are engaged in a wor­
thy cause, one that calls for sympa­
thy and labor from every liberty- 
loving individual. We are engaged 
in a warfare with a country that has 
robbed the people of Ireland, where 
lived our fathers and our forefa­
thers.

The cause calls for the sympathy 
and the action of every liberty-loving 
individual, and more especially fc>i 
oach and every one of us members 
of the United Irish League.

It is said that some few years ago 
there was a split in the Irish Furl in 
mentary party. That is true. A mis­
understand fcg arose, and conse­
quently a envision. Well, that is hu­
man. We have our parties ein this 
country, the Democrats and the Re­
publicans. Is everything smoot h in 
their councils and conventions? >o. 
They have troubles.

The misunderstanding in the Irish 
party no longer exists. The trouble 
is settled and they are united, and 
Dillon and Redmond sit together as 
in one family. But we are told that, 
the people are not united, and that, 
this United Irish League exists in 
only certain countries and districts 
in Ireland. That is not true.

It has been said by calumniators, 
by men even of Irish birth, that the 
people of Ireland are not united. At 
that convention Mr. Davitt rend the 
number of leagues in the different 
counties of Ireland, showing that 
there were more than 1,000 branches 
representing all parts, and the mem­
bership over 125,000. The people 
are united, and as long as they are 
united we should put our shoulders 
to the wheel and do everything in 
our power to assist them, for union 
can accomplish everything.

The great object of the United 
Irish League is to acquire possession 
of the land for the people of Ireland.
The landlords have been a curse to 
Ireland, and will be as long as they 
are there, and unless the people get 
the land there will Jf>e no industries 
in Ireland. The people will be kept 
in misery, poverty and a state of 
positive servitude. It they own not 
the land, there is nothing for them 
to do with it. It they .increase the 
value of the land, they are taxed for 
it.

industrious in Ireland, because if h* 
were the rent on his holdings was in­
creased and the more they increased 
the higher went the rent, until the 
Poor man was starved out. That was 
the load that Ireland had been 
Struggling under, and that was the « 
load that was to be lifted.

We want through this movement to 
drive the landlords out of Ireland 
altogether so far as the control of 
the land is concerned, he said. Thai 
is the object of the League. There 
is union in Ireland; let there be 
union among us. That day is not 
far distant when that victory will 
be achieved.

The world sees these people tramp­
led under foot, and not allowed the 
privileges of the rest of the world ; 
oppressed by a Government unwill, 
ing to give them any right whatso, 
ever. When public opinion secs 
things as they are, then the cry will 
resound through the world that Eng­
land must give freedom to Ireland.

An Irish Anti- 
Treating League.

The speaker related a conversation 
with a land agent, who he declared 
was worse than a landlord, in which 
the agent declared that an Irishman 
had no right to educate his chil­
dren, because he could not afford it. 
Asked why, he replied that they did 
not have the means and never would 
have, because they were only fit for 
the practical servitude they were in. 
*Qiey were lazy and inefficient.

He said that roused him, and he 
replied that the agent did not know 
the people. He said that he came 
from a country where there were 
more Irishmen than there were in 
Ireland, and they were an industri­
ous and honest people, who toiled all 
day at their labor, faithful to their, 
employer, husbanded their resources 
and purchased little homes, and to 
these they went in the evening and 
labored until the last spark of day- 

it and expired in their little gar- 
monuments of thrift, industry

St. Patrick's Anti-Treating League* 
which was only formed in Ireland 
quite recently, is making great pro­
gress already. At the Congress of 
the Gaelic League in Dublin the fol­
lowing resolution approving of the 
principles of the anti-Treating League 
was unanimously adopted:—

“As the custom of public-house 
treating (which is not one of our old 
Irish customs, but a comparatively 
modern drinking abuse,) is pow one 
of the most prolific sources of in­
temperance in this country, and, 
therefore, a national evil, this Coni 
gross desires tp express its approval 
of the principles of St. Patrick’s 
Anti-Treuting League, and commends 
the anti-treating movement to (he- 
active support of members of the- 
Gaelic League us being well calculat­
ed to put an effective check on in­
temperance, to curtail our extrava­
gant expenditure on drink, and to 
reduce our self-imposed yearly trib­
ute to the English exenequer."

St. Patrick's Anti-Treating Leagyio 
originated in the County Wexford, 
Ireland, and the organizing secretary 
is the Rev. John J. Rossi ter, M. 
SS., House of Missions, Ennis?or- 
thy; hut the movement has passed 
to other parts of the country, and 
now all Ireland is its field of opera­
tions. It is not a total abstinence 
society. Its members may not drink 
to excess at any time, but they need 
not pledge themselves to abstain to­
tally from intoxicants. Many mem­
bers of the League are total abstain­
ers. and the League does not ex­
clude, but indeed welcomes, them ; 
yet its primary object is to combat 
one special and very grave drinking 
abuse—the custom so common In Ire­
land of “treating’’ in public houses.

Years ago Archbishop Crokc, rec­
ognizing the evil of this custom, urg­
ed nil his countrymen to stop it. at 
once and forever. He said truly that 
if this custom were abolished, it 
would check an immense amount of 
that unhappy drunkenness which a- 
rises, not from an Irishman's Jove of 
drink, but from his love of hospital­
ity and good-fellowship. St. Patrick’s 
Anti-Treating League is nn attempt 
to follow out the advice of the great 
Archbishop of Cashel. It is placed 
under the patronage of the national 
apostle because it rests on the dou­
ble foundation of religion and patri­
otism. A member promises.

“First.—Not to take a treat bom 
another, nor to give one himself, in 
any place where drink is sold.

“Secondly,—He promises not to be 
guilty of the sin of intemperance 
himself, but to observe the law of 
God faithfully on all occasions in 
this matter.”

All members wear the badge of the 
League everywhere, especially when 
they go from home, ‘ whether for 
business or pleasure. The badge is 
a shamrock in green enamel, with the 
three Celtic initials of the League,
Cs N. P., printed on shields in the 
centre of the three small leaves. 
These letters stand for the Irish 
words “Coimrad Naoiro Padralp', * 
or League of St. Patrick. Women 
may join the League, end are en­
treated to do so, in order that iluy 
may add to it the weignt of the.’r 
influence and example. The pledge 
against treating is publicly renewed 
on All Saints' Day and St. Patrick’s 
Day, every year.

Many branches of the League are 
attached to parishes, and hence take 
on a religious character, but fjino 
branches are purely secular, twing 
started in connection with literary, 
athletic or other clubs.

. __


