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THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE FOI \ I > 1 ;i)1246 1866

' I :nnii(is that something In- done The individual 
farmer fnust th> his duty on his own farm. Ijim 
has a right to exon I that the comuiuuitv will U,i
ils dut \ a - well, and wit n he has the assurance
that it is being done, there will he enro 'ageinem 
lor him to do hi' list. 1 1 V. I i B I 111 * i lit >H

i eut raI Kxp I arm

.1 une.again the next spring until the middle oi 
and t lien sou pasture rape in drills at the rate 
of 1.1 pounds to the acre, the rape to he kept ciil-

1 he ndi iui-

The total value of meat andtwo \ ears ago 
dairy products exported last war was Sl-1,71<>.- 
871 . compared with SId l.21 t>,2~7> the r ear hefor.

t1 \ ated until it shades the ground, 
lion g i \ en in the fallow should weaken the plants 
enough that the smother crop of rape following it 
will usually he effective in bringing the wtsxl under 

If necessary, the treatment can

» ^
* I

and $1 V0.dV2.Ol1 of two years ago
Reports indicate a great activity in shoe;» 

circles o many count ri's this year. Americans. 
Canadian- Xrgent inans and Australians have all 
btvn buy iag freely of Fnglan I s he-t dur ng 
the last few months The high prices paid and 
the excellence of the purchases made at the Royal 
Show sale, at l.iverpool. demonstrate a great con 
tidence in tie* mutton-ami wool industries, and a 
.determination to have the best Oxfords. 1 lamp 
shi res. Shr opsin res and Soulhdowns prev ailed in 
the purchases for North America . Romney Marsh. 
I incolns and I.eicesters bring demand»*d largely in 
New Zealand. \ u-t ra lia ami Xrgent in a

T
V

heenntrol
continued through another year by us.ng the land 
for corn or roots, when the weed can he Alfalfa in Central Alberta.hut tui 

This treatïi watched for. than with other cm; s 
ment can hr applied in part. or with variations to 
-.nit the conditions of each case, or a complete

1 aliter " 1 lie Tanner s Au - ecu le
Manx of your readers max lie inter, sted to 

with what success alfalfa lias hern 
I n 1 Ui 17 a I -lock of

Know 
t'em i nl Xlherta

grown in
alfalfasummer’-fallow may be substituted but in «'very 

case its effectiveness will depend to a great extent 
on the thoroughness and timeliness of the work

no amount 
re-in! roduc-

, was
*eded on the experimental larm at I.acomhe. 'fhe 

which it was sown had been underlaud on
crops for a miiiilirr of years, without 
tilizi rs. The season previous it had been 
oats, and was fall plowed 
the spring of 19t '7 with dis', and drag harrows 
until .1 une By this means, a number of crops of 
weeds were destroyed before the alfalfa seed

grain
rest or ferIt mu O alto lie remembered that 

of thoroughness will prevent the 
t ion of sow thistle, so long as it remains in tin- 
waste places and on neighhoi ing farms and, 
therefore the above treatment must be followed 

by continual watchfulness, and h\ the adojt-
lanil

■ - under
It was cult i\ ated in*, The lift history of t he warble tly is still a 

topic of keen helm tv among stockimn in the Old 
Country, u-t as C anadian farmers used to discuss 
the truest ion wind her wheat turns to chess 
resptM-t i x v posit ions < f the dehat ers lire 
this week h ” Kiiierahl Isle."

up
lion of such a rotation of crons that the wasThe sown, and the moisture* was conserved, 

there was no lack of moisture to effect
so that 

prompt
comes under cultivation frequently

While sow thistle can be ext remelv troublesome
defined

t germination « - f alfalfa seed lie seed 
with the grass seed attachment coinmonlv avail­
able. with the ordinary grain drills, seeding be­
ing at the rate of about 15 pounds per acre. The 
variety used was the common alfalfa I mmediate- 
lv after sowing, a part of the land was inoculated 
11\ means of soil from an alfalfa field where the 
alfalfa had been established for a considerable 
l»-riod. As growth progressed during the 
son. the alfalfa was clipped hack with a mower, 
the cutting bar of which was tilted high 
fact that, with each clipping of the young plant 
the crown increases in si/e; thus, a plant which 
lia.s been clipped two or three times during the 
season is in a much better condition to go 
through the winter sttcressfullv than a plant which 
has not been so clip|>ed.

In 1008 two cuttings were made from both the 
inoculated and the uninoculated areas of alfalfa.

I he inoculated area yielded at the rate ol 7,200 
pounds of cured hay from the two cuttings, while 
the uninoculated yielded only at the rate of 2,520 
pounds per acre. The tiilïeretire in the alfalfa is 
not wholly represented hv the figures given. The 
difference in the color of the crop grow­
ing on t he areas was as marked in shade as 
was the difference in yield in pounds The crop 
growing on the inoculated land was a rich dan. 
color, while that on the other was pale and sickly.
1 hemicnl analyses showed that the hay produced 
nom the inoculated area contained more than 2 
oer cent, more protein than the luty produced on 
the uninoculated area Further, t he inoculated 
alfalfa came through the hard spring of 
without great loss, while the uninoculated alfalfa 
was completely killed oirt

on almost unv kind or condition of bind, it seems 
to be a fact that it is most difficult to deal with

This may he due

w as sown

1 THE FARM. i .n low or poorly drained fields 
in part to a nreference for moist conditions, but I 
feel «tire that much of the responsibility lies in t h - 
less-thrifty and vigorous growth of tie- crop, which 
gives lhe vvt-ed an opportunity that it is not slow 
to take advantage of.
first step where these conditions orevail 
age alone will not eradicate sow thistle lut it it 
will help, it becomes the height of foilv

indefinitely without it especialtv as the profits

;

The Sow-thistle Problem.' In The sow-thistle problem is exciting a great 
deal oi concern all over Ontario, and now here more 
than in those counties where tie- opportunity is 
greatest for forming an opinion as to its serious 

It is a problem—a very real one- and not 
a mere exaggerated scare.
an alarmist attitude in regard to it, because 
believe that il , like other problems whic h have 
preceded it. will find its solution, to the extent 
at least. that we shall be able to help ourselves, 
but I do wish to express satisfaction at the in­
terest which has le-en already aroused, and to say 
that, until such interest is shared by all concerned 
in the matter, there can he little hope of any

Obviously, drainage is the 
I 'ra m sea-

t o g< It is aness.
it on

will he reaper! in so many ways besides that 
easier weed control

1 do not wish to take ol
|§|k:: 1!

■

.

it
>

substantial progress toward the solution for which 
From the nature of the case, itwe are hoping, 

is evident that much will have to dejK'nd on widti 1
spread and intelligent co operation, for. without 
this one man s eMorts are perennially crippled by 
the neglect of his neighbor who allows the weed 
to grow and s. ed itself. It is. i hen fore, a prime 
essential i « have the perennial sow thistle dis 
cussed wherever farmers come together, at the 
Farmers Institute, in the Farmers* C lub, on the 
farm itself, as well as in the papers, whether local 
or agricultural. which come into the farmer's 
home. W h re district representatives of the 1H*- 
pa rt ment of Xgriculture are located, t hey can 
render good service in bringing the subject to the 
attention ; of those still too numerous individuals 
who are no», reached by the agricultural press and 
meetings, if t hex will make frequent and judicious 
use of the local weekly as a medium for short 
articles and summaries of current information on 
the subject These local sheets have a faculty for 
getting to all corners of the countryside, and are 
read Omni\ orously hv many farmers who would 
not believe themselves equal to the i>erusai of an 
agricultural journal
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In speaking of the hardiness of the different 
strains of alfalfa, the night frosts and sunny days 
of the spring of 1909 demonstrated that there is 
a great difference in the power of di lièrent 
strains of alfalfa to withstand trying conditions. 
Two areas were sown stile by side in the spring 
oi 190,8, the common alfalfa being in one block,

Both were 
The Turkestan came 

thtough, while the common alfalfa was entirely 
killed

■
(i

PB: ■

and the Turkestan strain in another, 
given similar treatmentI have said l hat I Ix-lieve there is hO|>e that

There wassome kind of a solution will be found 
a time when the Canada thistle was the occasion

I nder the IT is important . in securing «shnI of alfalfa, That 
the hardier varieties he purchased, and that, in 
sow mg it,
The crop is

IS,; for iniK li alarm and <1 iscouragement 
conditions prevailing, it also was a very ical proie 
lent, hut, thanks largelv to changed methods of 
farming, ns control has been got well in hand 
More stock and lrr^s grain farming, which also in­
volves more use of the land for hay and • nil t 
vated crops. and more or less regular and short 
rotation oi crops is t he change which has taken 

It has reduced the proportion of the 
tops which a I low the

some method of inoculation he used 
of such importance that we advise 

nam who is interested in maintaining the 
growing live stock, 

By beginning
acre, and thoroughly inoculating that 

ai re, he can in two years, if successful, from that 
acre as a beginning, inoculate hi<s entire farm, it 
desi r»*d

I'Vel'V
fertility of his land, and in

try a small block of alfalfa

i
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Perennial Sow Thistle (Sonchus arvensis)

t X » »t t* The Mower is yollow, hut this volvir, when 
reproduced in a half-tone, appears Mark

g to
with an

place
farm which is undo those

One other suggestion seems well worthy of con­
sideration, namely , pasturing fields that are badly 
overrun. Henry Olendinning has found this com 
pletely successful in cases which have come under 
Ins management, and he n'commends it strongly 
Sheep, espec ially , are useful for this purpose, and 
where, for any reason. it is not possible or dt-sir 
able to break up a field, no better plan could In* 
found than to k<ep it closely pastured

All t he foregoing suggestions, it may he argued, 
have already been tried with more or less thor­
oughness. and yet only partial success Is there 
nothing more which can he done ^ T he successful 
use of chemical sprays, such as iron sulphate, for 
the destruction of wild mustard and some other 
weeds, has raid'd the hope that it might avail for 
sow i hist h as well, hut there seems little likeli­
hood of this being the case experiments have 
not v ei den ions t ruled its usefulness, at any rate 

The fact that much of the problem of the sow 
thistle an.m's out of the ease with which it 
spread > its seeds on the wind, brings up the qms 
t ion as to how much relief may l>e expect « d front 
weed law
forced. would do sdfhe good 
a i e insufficient or impracticable of enforcement . 
1 hev ought to he improved. This another
ijuevtion, however width cannot he entered into 

.here \\must not make the mistake of exp«*cting 
much from legislation: hut the existent e of a 

mvna »-e like the perennial sow thisth «le

t hist h* to mature its seed a ml strengthen its mot- 
stocks. and has increased the area under erops 
which can he cult iv ated \S e shall prohaldy al­
ways have the Canada thistle to content with, 
hut. m proportion as we practice thorough and 
approve! methods of farming, we may expe t to 
keep it in check These same farming met hods 
will help to keep t he nexx foe, the perennial sow 
thistle m (-heck, if they are practiced; and it 
must he Confessed that they are still far from he 
mg a> generally pract iced as they should le 
sow thistle will n‘quire more energetic handling, 
hut t lie methods prohaldy will not he so very 
different from those recomiiH’inlrd lor t he Canada 
thistle X t all events the farmer who keeps 
stock, grows hay. corn and roots, and cultivates 
at e\er\ opportunity while cropping, and also 
while the field< aie hart* will he th«* farm -r to 
profit most hv ally adtlit ional suggest ions which 
uni he a ia d«'

l*o

speaking of t lie comparative feeding value of 
allaita, the figures given by I*rof. 11 art, of XX is* 
ounsin.

; -
“ If upland

priitti.- huv has a iV.-ding value of SB.(HI per ton. 
on tl'.e ha

arc of interest 1 le sa VS

of it ability to produce milk or 
would have a feedingt hen t i mot hvneat

value lor the same purpose of $2.48, while alfalfa 
hay would he worth $<>.<),<'*
a vlann that live tons of well-cured alfalfa hay 
,s '‘M'-ul n fettling value to four tons of bran. _
^ hen w * consider the market price of bran, and
Ci* tact that we ran produce in Central Xlherta ™ ^

He further makes
n».

i tiom t hits* to five t on s alfalfa hay 
enormous

per acre, the 
lock «arrying capacitv of one-quarter

Any« i ion oi land is brought into strong relief 
■ ,n‘‘ u|i vvhich alfalta van he grown successfully is 
in M»n i he same ha s i us i hi- f orn-prodiicincf States 

lurry stock is concerned, 
evident, therefore, that if in the central part 

o' our Vrov ince

far as its ab-ilit\ t,,
It ant. a« ss io live above remarks it 

ml 11 ne some sv st cm of 
! will give t In greatest amount of 

Ml th« weed while at the saliTe 
v n*-. . 'i t h«* land to i he best pos

i In* purposes ol a **tock farm 
of hay or grain lias 

1 T o w i 11 vm « m 1 i a t e | v and fallow for

will h- 1 . « alfalfa ran he successfully grown. 
11'* land is 1,» mnd to appreciate verv rapidly in 
v a hi»*Oui present laws, if properlv

in so far as th»*v
en1*1*01 l

t ''lit 1 v issued by the Department of 
■l - XX ashrngton. states that wherever 

generally introduced into any 
the price of the land 

X V. t h the rapid rush of 
,''tri> tion of the range con<e,pient

•odder

X bullet in
N.l 1
XX «• i

X gl ‘.cul t ill •* 
allai? a has 
Sta'i 
has i

I* 1 ■> *en
within t la

louhh-d
and the annual r« 
t ln*reon it is of

vt-ars

B '

the season, cultivating i reqiient ly 
c row t h from appearing alu>\ < ground

in liow

i t «- >ires' 11 lers.
v ■ at am
i rulgoirf up the last thing in the fall puhl ic-

'st importance that a
!
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