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A CANADIAN ARTIST.

Out upon Indian Road, one of the
most pleasant of Toronto’s suburban
avenues, stands a house which,
though modest and unpretentious to
an extreme, IS yet unusual enough,
picturesque e¢nough, artistic enough,
to mark its owner as someone in
some way different from the ordinary
rank and file of people whom one
meets every day. A peep inside,
even were the place wunoccupied,
would confirm the opinion, for origi-
nality, personality, is expressed in
every detail. There are, of course,
a small dining-room and the usual
chambers, etc.; but, whereas the
ordinary house is cut up into a num-
ber of apartments otherwise, this one
makes one great room serve the pur-
pose of drawing-room, library, living-
room—yes, and studio, for, as may
readily be guessed, this is the home
of an artist.

This room, for we do not leave it
lightly, is unique in more ways than
one. It is wonderfully spacious and
airy, running up, as it does, to a
heamed ceiling high above. Across
one end runs a gallery, from which
various apartments open, and which
might remind one of the galleried
castles of the Old World ; at one side
there is a ftireplace and a charming
ingle-nook ; at the other a series of
small-paned windows which flood the
apartment with light. And yet the
atmosphere  is  distinetly  Canadian,

too, with weathered oak to remind
one of southern Canada, and native
pine everywhere, in the ceilings, the
panelled walls—everywhere that pine
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a cood fairy will tell you several
things : that the owner of the home
is a patriot, holding that the free

ure of our native woods may confer a
that he is
imagination—a

diznity of its own also

a man of ideas and

man who recognizes that, in building
a home, it is not sufficient to cast
one's selfl upon the mercies ol
stranger, who may possibly possess
utterly different tastes and ideas, hut
that every man’s home should be an
expression of himself; and, finally,
that the owner of this home has

heen his own architect

And so it is not surprising to find
out that this home is that of a noted
Canadian artist, Mr. GG. A. Reid, and
his clever wife, Mrs. Mary Reid, also

an artist of no mean ability
Mr. and Mrs. Reid almost invari
ably spend their winters here In

the summer they go away to the Cat-
skills. where, at Tarrytown, on the
Tudson, they gather rest and inspira-

tion for the heautiful works of art
with which their mnames. wherever
heard, are associated.
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Mr. G. A. Reid, P. R. C. A.
grew up, attended a rural school
and occupied himsell with the usual
tasks which fall to the farmer’'s son

He was destined, however, to do
something other than till the soil
By one of those strange accidents
which sometimes happen. throwing a
soldier mmto the midst of the most
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thousand miles 1Trom orchestra ol
organ, Mr. Reid, at an carly A,
knew himselt an artist,  and o oal
though, until reaching the age ol
cighteen years, he had never seen an
original painting, he decided to enter
the Art School at Toronto

In 1878, accordingly, he entered
this institution, where, under the
traching of Mr. Robert Harris, he
remained for the mnext four years.
Going thence to Philadelphia, he
studied for three vears in the Acad-
emy of I'ine Arts, under Thomas
Fakins; and three years later he

went to Europe, where, after visiting

all the principal galleries, he finally
settled down for a year's study in
Paris. under the tuition of Benjamin

(‘onstant and Dagnan-Bouveret. Dur-
ing this time he won the prize of the

comhined academics for the painted
figure.

Upon returning to Canada, he im
moediately took his place as one  of
the leading promoters of Canadian
art . In 1800 he was elected to the
Royal CCanadian Academy. which had
Feen founded ten vears hefore by H.
R. H. the Princess l.ouice and the
Marquis of l.orne Five yvears later
he hecame president of the Ontario
Society of Artists, and in 1906  he
was made president of the Royal
Canadian Academy . in which capac-

ity he has proved a waort hy
to the three preceding
Mr. O'Brien, Mr. Jacobi,
Harris.
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of the Canadian Society of
Art, the Toron
Museum Council, and member
ol the Board of the Guild of Civie
Art. He has been especially inter-
ested in mural decorative  work,
combining figure and landscape in
partially conventionalized
and was, in fact, the intro
duce this work Canada, having
painted the fine panels over the door-
the entrance of the City Hall,
Toronto. as an example of what mas
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paintings as 'l'rmlqlnlity,” “ The
Alter-glow,”” ete., pictures in which
suggestion is rich, and which, in their
half-mystery, leave something for the

imagination still to follow.
Regarding the development of (g-
nadian art, Mr. Reid is hopeful, hut
he  recognizes—none more clearlv—
that art in the Dominion is still in
its infancy. So far, he says, Cana-
“dian artists have been  chiefly  in-
fluenced by the French and English

schools, but he feels that this stage
will pass, and that the Canadian
brush is hound to have for its ulti-
mate end the expression of Canadian

life, sentiments, and characteristics;
the expression, in  short, by genre
pictures, and by symbolic and his-
torical conceptions, of the idea of

nationality, and the development of
a country so vast as ours.

Mr. Reid's first most notable laur-
cls were won by his scenes of farm
life, the well-known Mortgaging
the Farm,” ** The Foreclosure of the
Mortgage,”’ Family Prayer,”” etc.,
but of later yvears he has branched

into a variety of subjects, both land-

scape and figure, and has produced
iany fine paimntings of different char-
acter, yvet bearing the unmistakable
stamp of the distinctive ‘‘ Reid "
Lrush Among these paintings may
be mentioned ¢ Dreaming,”” ““ The
Berry  Pickers,”” “logging,’ ‘A
Modern Madonna,”’ ““ A Study in
Gireen,”’ “lris,”” “* Adagio,”’ and

Spring "—a mural study of which

I'he FFarmer’'s Advocate " pre-

sented to its readers a colored repro-

duction in the Christmas number for
19106, Many of these paintings have
hecome well  known on two conti-
nents, for Mr Reid has frequently

exhibited at the Paris Salon, and at
other large exhibitions on the Conti-
nent \t the World’s Fairs of
Chicago and St LLouis he was among
the favored

few  who won medals ;
md <o highly has he heen esteemed
among the artists that at the Pan-
\merican Fxposition he was ap-
pomted e Canadian representative
on the jury of awards
In closing, may we urge our read-
whao nany purpose  visiting  the
Canadian National Toxhibition of the
comine  antumn to look for NMr
Peid™s pictures in the Art Gallery.
In the world of art, as a rule, time
Pt rinens genius,  and each vear's
hois Tikelyv to e hetter than that
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