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i13 JTHE PAEMEES’ ADVOCATEJune, 1879 :

Another Consideration Besides the Use of Salt in Preserving Hay. ^ ^ iife, in order to team
Weight Of Roots per Acre. 1 note m the late number of your PaPcr t lc "'1n thr most improved methods, 1 employed a tirst-

.... . lowing (|notation, with which I lecl constrained to tnemosi ^ dc fresh from England.
In crops of roots grown in competition for differ . \< Science tells us that salt is not a prescr- class farmer g on precisely

premiums there seems to he but one thought in vative of hay, and hay would be much better He persis ei , had buen u8ed to see ­
the minds of exhibitors and judges, that is, the without it.” It appears to me that «ie^aW . g mangels and sugar beets, the corn,
great size of the root exhibited. Its quality is ^dnee^s'some qualification as a fancy. All vegc’ I potatoes peas, beans, ^'yhniing'îm.
entirely overlooked. The Professors remarks in ^ bie organism requires an addition of salt to , toes, cabbage, etc., t g , ... v thethe Agricultural liaaett. arc well worth, of “l, riltort pH.ttbl. and, „l courouutnt,,... The mango. ^ j'tth, re
consideration. Ho make,-Jack a, Clog,' , Jo — ; STV“S,'"ÏÏÏÏS.’mÎ™ -J «">™S
‘ “Although my knowledge of farming is very {.Q hayb which it would otherwise lose These I 1 crocks!. The part of the
limited, there is one thing I have learned—-that taj[e to be undeniable facts. Then it follows that | ground, which qlirroUndcd bv earth was left
there is a good deal of difference in the quality of u ig a preservative of the best quality in or of stem, and should be th
swedes. In some cases they are scarcely worth ]|&y_ pl.esePrving it from must and dust, which in a entirely or be
eating, whilst in other cases they are good sound at dcgree in clover is apt to give horses the would par shouMPfall from the upright
food. I have seen our ewes at home eating as many ,leave8 So much in point of fact, how, as to injured, whe
as they could hold, and yet not able to satisfy their fancy It may be said that hay, when properly to,» have his way, but agreed
hunger. I have seen them at other times satisfied cured> needs not the foreign anl of salt as a pre 1 8 0f ygd, sort of plants in my
with a much smaller quantity, and doing well with server Perhaps so, if the keeping qualities arc I should^ treat som^ ff ^ aortg w^c hilled up, 
less than half the supply of roots. Our shepherd the oniy requisite ; but if the seeding quality o >• ' ^ rked in other respects as his,
and I have often talked the matter over, and ho was alsQ congidered, then salt is a constitutional desid- and fully as wen
satisfied from the use ^swedes that some were three eratum. The hay and the salt could lie fed separ- du"n« t"e 8^^s mine grew as well as his, and
times as good food as others were, that is weight for j but , think the animal ecomony would lor a,( ^loomcd as early. After
weight. Chemistry, he knew, had done a great pre£r ,t mixed. At any rate it is the rule with the cucumbers, ^ e^^Vnl.cra peas, etc., and the
deal for good of farm crops ; but for all that, he had bread.makers and bread-eaters. Again, if the h y , set in mine perished, while his con-
learnedthat it was possible tousethe whip too much, ig tobe sold> then salt has a preservative value. 1 dry' seasoisot m, ^1^, <o of tho moloug. 
and make root crops grow too fast for them to be ylink it WOuld be generally allowed that sa i „0tatocs made about half a crop of small
got of the best quality. He had also been taught hay boida its weight much better than u'l^lt .|j . j J \ 4 frol„ dry bin8 ; his yielded bounteously
that nothing was so dear as when you got too much or'that 100 pounds of salt applied to hay will tu , g fro,,, moist earth, at the same
for your money, and this was a lesson which should Be ^ to weigh out the next spring 200 pounds > * §,id wjth the mangels, sugar
be more generally learned Their experiments hacl cmore than it w80Uld without the salt. This-s my tmie.nthe same heR ̂ witht^ ^ ang.^, ^
been suggested by the late tutor, ’ theory, and I think there s science in it, an , and succumbed to the drouth,
of Wrexborouch, and they showed that it was . true “that the best of farmers use no salt, and m tnc season, au
quality the farmer wanted to secure in the first their h ia better than those who do apply it. Without this experience, if oue h* bl

ri*asq. Kiss.*“—u,de"“ble ““g”ry'
-h- '“d “a ,or lho tâtons f^arsS'** s5S5 2;rrs;,iaX“.i. -.hoy.u,

fs that'cut on the richest land ” This «very apt hilled^lP; , , avoided hilling and ridging
not to be the case. I suppose that hay.from land aud cultivated the soit as

P»X-l< Vrt.kona,n..f lb. A,,,.-.-

will not gain the nourishing element and value 
which light and air impart, and has more of the 
character of rowen or second crop of a later 
season Then, again, the soil, whether of high­
land or lowland, materially affects quality; and we 
know that moderately low lands produce most, 
but not the best. Still again, land may be so rich 
in the productive element as to be incapable ot 
yielding the best hay, as it forces a too succulent 
Growth But it is the attrition of mind upon mind, 
thought upon thought, which shall resolve our 
opinions into facts. Truth-seekers cannot be dog­
matical, but must be as truthful as the woll-poiscd 
vane, which will change to unerring law. I hus 
ideas tend to theory, theory leads to opinion 
opinion develops into fact, and fact progresses 
to thinking and doing well. [Cor. American 
Cultivator.
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owned it. ”
Prof. Armstrong, who followed, complimented 

ed Mr. John Holmes upon the correct views he had 
expressed and in which he fully agreed. He 
added :

“Speaking as 1 do from a professional point of 
view—as a veterinary surgeon—my experience has 
proved to me, that food of a low nutritive character 
is a very fertile cause of disease in all kinds of animal 
life The desire for food remains unsatisfied when 
a fair bulk of food has been taken, and consequent 
upon the craving for more food—to supply the 
deficiency in nutriment-the system gets overloaded 
and deranged, and the animal is thereby predis­
posed for sickness and disease For the Preser­
vation of the health of farm stock, it is clearly the 
farmer’s first duty to grow food of the highest 
nutritive character, and it was also his interest to 
grow as much as he could grow without a sacrifice 
of quality."

Now that we have seen that monster roots are 
inferior to those of medium size for stock feeding, 
we need hardly say that they are much more unfit 
for human food. Especially is this the case with 
potatoes. Potatoes of moderate size and fully 
matured are much to be preferred to th«se oFextra 
ordinary size forced by heavy applications of
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Bfl .mcan Farmer.

I
1.Variety in dropping.

A mere enumeration of the topics which at the 
present time occupy the farmer’s attention could 
scarcely be compressed into our opening column. 
We are more than ever convinced that a grenter 
variety in the acreage devoted to roots would he to 
the advantage of the farmer. I he old routine too 
often followed even by first-class business men, oi 
swedes and turnips, with a few acres of mangels, 
requires to be modified. Many sound arguments 
may be adduced in support of this view ; and as 
there appears to be a disposition to continue in the 
old grooves, we think it advisable to marshal 
them on the present occasion in the hope that 
some of our readers may adopt a sounder system of
cropping. . . , .

First, then, it is a fact that a crop which has 
been before grown upon a held thrives 

favour of its com- 
which has
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better, and has more chances in 
nlete development, than has 
been cultivated at four years intervals upon

less evidently, the repeated growth of any or 
tends to make succeeding crops of the same 
description less thriving.

Viewed merely as a question of root nutrition, is 
it not incontrovertible that a crop which takes its 
food from a different (a deeper « 
nf the soil which possesses a different system oi rootaud’which selects its food i. diflg. I- 
jiortions from crops previously cultivated, must 
stand a better chance of succeeding than « estah 
fished crop which has been preceded by hundreds
of similar crops, all of which have hunted for the
same sort of food, in the same sections of the soil,
and in the same manner ?

By growing a greater variety of crops we dimin­
ish risk from untoward seasons, as it »i«c.ten 
that a season is unfavorable to a11 * f“r
Wc also provide a wholesome change of food for 
„t,ick a most important consideration, as the
health, and often the life of hI!c<T', '"tmsufie- 
affcctcd by such changes. 11 uw "I ten do lamlm suffi, 
by enforced continuance upon «wedes / How " 
better would it be if a few acres say of VMI rab 

provided for them as a change.— [Agru.ui 
tural •'■azette, Eng.

flParis tireen and Potatoes.
- I never believed Paris green could be absorbed 
by the roots of any plant, for plants do not take
up through their roots anything but soluble mat­
ter and Paris green does not dissolve to water, 
but floats in it for a short time. It doubtless 
decays in time and becomes mingled with the 
earth, but by that time its nature will be changed 
and the poisonous effects neutralized. It 
probable that this change takes place before the 
particles decay, or at all events they are so thinly 
distributed in the soil as to be harmless. This s 
proved by the fact that we used the baby a nut 
,-rove where Paris green had been liberally applied 
to the potatoes (grown under straw), for a feeding 
yard for a score or more of little pigs, and they 
routed it over many times seeking stray potatoes 
Lml feeding on the angle™ whichwere made

1, in fact, we never thought 
In the field the

a crop
themanure.

k
Drainage with Gravel»

the most valuable suggestion that has boon made 
in connection with drainage the past few years, 
comes from Professor Wilkinson, of Baltimore, 
Md who recommended that the conduit be made 
of travel ” Mr. Wilkinson, of Harvard, Illinois 
in the Prairie Farmer, says : Drainage with gra\ el 
™ no ideal theory with me ; but 1 have now bad 
sixteen years experience with the use and efhcicncy 
of this material for drains.
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I have never known 
that any kind of 

drains ; in
It is not only economical but

fact, it is perfect.
The above seems well worthy of consideration 

•md I trust will he put into practice under the 
proper conditions.—[Prof. Shattuck, m Drainage 

Journal.

Ill
plenty by the 
pigs were ever sick, and, 
about the poison until to-day. 
old hogs have rooted over the potato ground 
thoroughly with no harm to themselves, and here 
the pofson was applied three times \\ c can rame 
[mod crops of potatoes by using plenty ot I aris 
green and without it wo cannot, so long as the 
beetles stay with us. The vines should be gath­
ered in hips and burned as soon as the potatoes 
are dug, and then all danger is over This is my 
judgment and experience, and I shall act on it, 
although it may be contrary to science. F. D. ., 
in N. V. Tribune.
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