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make is abnormally large. If meat goes higher in price,
the demand for cheese as a substitute will increase.
This always happens. When any particular article
in general demand becomes expensive the housekeeper
looks for the next best substitute; margarine succeeds
butter and cheese succeeds meat.”’

* * * *

According to a recent writer, the Union of South
Africa is rapidly developing a dairy industry of con-
siderable importance. It 1s stated that “Whereas
a few vears ago very large quantities of butter and cheese
were imported, during the twelve months of 1916-17,
not only was sufficient butter made in the Union for all
local requirements, but a surplus of over 4,000,000 Ibs.
was exported overseas. During that season consider-
able quantities were again exported. The production
of cheese during the year 1917 also increased rapidly,
and large quantities have been sold and exported. The
Union may now be said to be self-supporting as regards
butter and cheese, while there is every prospect of a
remunerative export trade developing in both commodi-
ties. Experience has shown that a very considerable
portion of the Union is well adapted to dairy farming.
The climate is mild, and cattle thrive well on the natural
veldt from six to eight months of the year.”

A Summary of the Milk Situation.

Two weeks ago this paper carried a report of the
investigation by the Board of Commerce into the ques-
tion of a winter milk price for producers supplying
the Toronto city milk trade. During this investigation,
which lasted two days, the distributors as well as the
producers came under fire and although during this
hearing the three members of the Board of Commerce,
Messrs. Whyte, Dillon and Acland were non-committal
in their attitude toward the producers’ arguments,
the same could not be said for Major Duncan, counsel
for the Board, who on no single occasion that we can
recall, deviated from the position of a prosecutor in a
criminal court. The result of this attitude was that
instead of acting in the capacity of a fair price off cer
responsible to producer as well as the consumer, Major
Duncan apparently chose to assume an “‘arrogance and
high-handed injustice’ in the producers’ demands and
endeavored to prejudice the Board as well as the con-
suming public against the producer. Figuring promin-
ently in this investigation was the report ‘of the Ontario
Milk Commission, which, based upon the average
yearly cost of production of milk on 88 York County
farms for the year ending June, 1920, and the
analytical judgment of the five fully representative and
capable members of the Commission, showed a cost
of production of $2.96 per can of 8215 pounds at the farm
Adding transportation, the cost laid down at the dis-
tﬂ}‘l!)lil(‘»r'g plant is almost identical with the price of
$3.25 per can agreed upon between the producer and
distributor. For some reason the Board may have been
prejudiced against this provincial government report,
})Obbl[il)‘ because of the prejudical advertising given
it before the investigation. At any rate the ;'n'mh\n\vr'h
case, which under other circumstances could safely
have been allowed to rest upon this report alone, was
made somewhat more diff cult on account of the cir
cumstances just recounted.

The Board reserved decision pending further con
sideration of the evidence. Meanwhile 1,500 milk
producers, patrons of the Canadian Milk Products

(Hump:m\ and largely resident in the counties of
\v’!dlll. Oxford and Middlesex, were notified on
September 14 that this company would cease the

manufacture of milk powder on Saturday September 18,
‘i‘v“' to the accumulation of stock valued at $587,000.
When this sudden -action reached the Board we under-
stand that it was influential in further prolonging con-
sideration of the Toronto price until it could be deter-
mined whether a much larger supply would be available
from milk powder patrons deprived of a market. The
confusion caused in milk powder districts, notably
”]],(N‘ surrounding the five C. M. P. manufacturing
2‘}|“‘““lf Hmf\na\’il]v, Hm!«mi, !{i('ksnn,th-Inmm ;x_n;l
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{’}()‘:‘ﬂ:;;’r;fi”l(llll(‘-rfz.ir:trFhat such a considerable factor in
Fiie o llj }ly' dsrhc manufacture of milk powder
methode oo ()‘ ln(v\]t'd‘bly has its influence upon the
ods practiced by dairy farmers; and in this parti-
cular instance there were far too few hogs available
:) 'Ut(l]l{,el the skim-milk or whey even if it could be
parated and an ample sweet cream, butter, or cheese
market found. Very fortunately—far more so than is
appreciated by the average producer, even of the 5,000
who may be regarded as members—the Ontario Milk
and (rq;m] Producers Association was able to assist
in handling the situation with a minimum of actually
wasted milk, by finding a considerable cream market
ln_| Foronto. The company offered butter prices for
l}y)!.(k (about $2.10 plus skim-milk as compared with
$2.90) less the cost of hauling the cream to the manu-
facturing plants; and local creameries were promptly
on t|1<" spot looking for cream patrons. And cheese
1;1«!().1'1(*5 that were still available and had not been
;u‘({mrml by the company also took care of some milk,
\vhlly _thc company began making some cheese at one
receiving station on the 20th. Thus a bad situation
is being tided over, after a fashion, but with a very
large, although indeterminable loss to the producer.
. '1|S“” ajnu(}’wr factor in the situation was the rumor,
still current at the time of writing, that some at least
of the condenseries will close down or*October 1, fortified
by a press despatch in a Toronto daily paper that the
condenseries of Prince Edward County had already
closed. This last was false, as we know from a visit
to the county where there is one condensing
plant operated by a Toronto firm that condenses its
milk at Bloomfield and transports it to Sydenham for
sweetening. This plant has not curtailed its operations.
Another plant owned by a confectionery company
is located at Picton and manufactures dried milk by the
roller process. This plant did partially curtail its opera-
tions to the extent that it is making some cheese daily,
but as a factor in the dairy industry this plant has no
]iélrrl'(‘lll;ll' significance, as a simple inspection would
readily show. At the time-of writing there is nothing to
justify rumors that condenseries will close down. On
the contrary there are repeated assertions from con-
densery managers that they know of no conditions that
would justify such rumors.

So far the greatest disturbance in the milk situation
has centred in Western Ontario where the bulk of To-
ronto’s milk supply is produced and where the bulk of
Canadian milk powder is manufactured. It is here
also that a large number of Ontario’s condenseries are
located and, fortunately, where the creamery is most
strongly represented. At the same time the cheese
market, which for Canada is the basic indicator of
world’s prices for dairy products, is not very strong
I;n_‘g(-l_\'. on account of exchange conditions, and this
primarily Affects Eastern Ontario dairymen who provide
the bulk of Ontario’s cheese production as well as supply
scveral large condenseries and maintain a goodly number
of creameries. Because of present market levels cheese
prices must also be regarded as a factor in the matter
now before the Board of Commerce and one, too, which
can vitally affect the stability of the industry. The
present situation should point out to producers as nothing
has ever done before, the absolute interdependence of
one branch of the dairy industry upon the others; and
the urgent need for a provincial organization—such as
the Ontario Milk and Cream Producer's Association
has mo e than proyen itself to be —— which can assume the
dutv of correlating productive efforts in all branches
of the industry. We understand that there are about
97,000 milk = producers in Ontario. Suppose 30,000
of these could be arbitrarily regarded as “‘commercial”’
milk producers. The present provincial membership is
about 5,000 which leaves room for much more effective
work. Organization means education and we aré
convinced that provincigl organizations with a large
national outlook can and will make of themselves
effcient servants of the great dairy industry as well as
public service bodies amply fulfilling their moral as well
as legal obligations to the public at large.

~ The matter of public opinion is one not to be lost
sight of in the consideration of matters such as are

discussed here. Milk and milk products are vital
national fr_n)d\‘ but increased consumption depends
upon public opinion. Public opinion is fickle and

easily influenced, sometimes by men with small ideals
of citizenship. In the present instance producers have
been placed in an awkward light by virtue of the present
political situation in the province and also because of the
fact that many of those who are most active against
the producer are being guided less by the vast amount
that they do not know than by the little knowledge
they may have gained. They forget that “a little
knowledge is a dangerous thing”” when relentlessly
attacking the farmer for asking cost of production for
his products and a fair wage for himself. The farmer
should not rely on ignorance to meet ignorance and
organization is necessary in order that the situation
may always be fully under review bv someone represente
ing the large body of producers. We have in the past
advocated a much more complete type of organization
than now exists and we are convinced that if organiza-
tion of milk producers continues to progress, our sug
gestions will be -followed out.

In the meantime the Toronto situation, which has a
provincial aspect, is not yet settled by a decision of the
3oard of Commerce. We believe, however, that the
3oard is disposed to regard the matter with more than
accorded to producer’s

the ordinary consideration

problems. A meeting of the Ontario Milk and Cream
Producers’ Association was held at the Carls-Rite
Hotel. Toronto, on Saturday, September 25, to review

the whole situation and again discuss_the question of

the Toronto price. The attitude of those present was
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uncompromising so far as $3.25 per can was concerned.
It was argued that every evidence had been presented
to show that this was no more than a fair price and that
no evidence had been produced to indicate that it was
not. A resolution was passed confirming the price as
above stated and authorizing an appeal in the event of
an order from the Board declaring $3.25 per can unfair.
This meeting, however, was a precautionary review of the
matter, and we do not anticipate that an appeal will be
necessary. With feed conditions as they are the present
price is undoubtedly fair. It is probable that the Board
will issue no order at present, and it is not improbable
that in order to reduce milk prices to the consumer in
the most logical way, it will endeavor to bring down feed
prices. Producers want only what is fair, and if the
price of millfeeds, such as bran, cottonseed meal, oil
cake and gluten can be reduced there will not be the same
justification for the present price to the producer.
The Board has a chance here, which we hope it will
take advantage of, to throw farther into the background
its past and none too glorious reputation.

A Correction.

In our report of dairy products at the Canadian
National Exhibition a statement was made, in connettion
with the butter awards, as follows: “It is interesting
to note from the awards that while there were entries
from the Western Provinces as usual in the butter
classes, they did not always win over Ontario and uebec
entries. Last year no Ontario entry achieved igher
than eighth place, but this year they are found dis-
tributed all the way down the list.”” This last statement
was a mistaken one and should have read: ‘“‘In 1913
no Ontario entry achieved higher than eighth place."”
In 1919, at least one first-prize went for Ontario butter,
and several other Ontario entries secured higher than

eighth place.

HORTICULTURE.

September Fruit Crop Report.

A change has been made in the date of publication
in the Fruit and Vegetable Crop Report, issued monthly
during the marketing season by the Fruit Branch,
Department of Agriculture, Ottawa. These - reports
will henceforth be issued in the middle of each month,
instead of the first as has been the custom.

The September report shows little variation in the
estimates of the commercial apple crop in the Provinees
of Nova Scotia, New Brunswick, Ontario, Prince Edward
Island and British Columbia. A crop of about 900,000
barrels, or approximately 55 per cent. of last year, is
expected in Nova Scotia, the estimate of the crop in
the various districts, as compared with last year, being
given as follows: Round Hill, 75 per cent.; Bridgetown,
60: Granville, 50; Clarence, 50; Middleton, 50; Kingston,
50: Berwick, 75; Morristown, 75; Waterville, 70; Lake-
ville, 65; Kentville, 60; Wolfville, 60; Falmouth, 50;
Canning, 55; Bridgewater, 40; Caledonia, 40. The per-
centage of high grades will probably be greater than
last year, since even in unsprayed orchards there is a
large percentage of clean fruit. Where no spraying has
been done, however, Gravensteins have developed more
scab than any other variety.

In New Brunswick the crop will be less than 50 per
cent. of that of 1919. Wealthys are a full crop in
Prince Edward Island; Spys, 75 per cent.; Gravensteins,
Ribston, MclIntosh, Wagner, Greening, and Mann,
about 50 per cent. The fruit is clean and growing fast,
and on the whole the crop will be from 20 to 25 per cent.
less than last year. : 3

Much fruit is reported as absolutely clean in many
Ontario orchards, although scab is reported to have
developed in a few districts where the orchards were
not sprayed. In the Bay of Quinte District, where the
weather has deen very dry and warm, the fruit is slightly
under-sized for the season. In some parts of the Lake
Ontario District, color has not developed as well as is
usually the case at this time of the year, but throughout
the whole Province the advantages of well-cared-for
orchards have been clearly demonstrated. Generally
speaking, there is prospect of a crop which, as regards
both quantity and quality, will be better than for a
number of years.

Quebec reports favorable weather conditions since
the last report, so that a crop of 50 per cent. of normal,
and very much in excess of 1919, is expected. The
quality will also be good inZwell-cared-for orchards.

British Columbia has had an extremely hot summer,
and in some districts, because of lack of water, rapid
growth has not been possible. The Vernon and
Summerland districts show the best crops throughout,
although Rome Beauty, Winesap and Winter Banana
are 80 per cent. of last year at Penticton, while Winesap
is 90 per cent. of last year at Naramata, and Delicious is
90 per cent. of last year at Peachland. Jonathan is
about the poorest crop at Vernon and Summerland,
being 45 and 50 per cent., respectively, of last year.
Wagner is 55 per cent. of last year at Vernon, while
McIntosh is only 50 per cent. of last year at Summerland.

The English apple is reported very poor as late as
August 28. Kent County, the chief apple-producing
county in England, has a particularly short crop; late
varieties being estimated at less than 10 per cent.
In addition to this, and because of removal of all re-
strictidns on the sale of apples, growers have been rushing
supplies to market which has caused a wide range in
prices. It is expected that by the time price control
is resumed, on November 15, English-grown apples will
not seriously compete with thosc from North America.

The United States Bureau of Crop Estimates, on




