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The Farmer’s AdvocateI? f My Boyhood and My Boy’
By Peter McArthur.
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I
The editor has asked for an article on " My Boyhood roaring games in the nanfuro c.u . , 

and my Boy's.” Not being in the humor for making for this ?s one to make us lrl f'. A,ml the reason
confessions I have changed the title to "The Boys of my you could easily gaTher enough bn fU ' • this district '
Boyhood and the Boys of my Boy's." That is not to a mile to choose up sides andoiav^Sl^i m 3 radi«« of
neat and it may be a trifle confusing but it will take me get ball teams only in the tnwL y- If ’■ but now you can I
as near to the subject as I care to get Ire not here to nlàv hall T 3fd vlll?ges- The boy" .

To begin with, I say boldly that the boys of my games are more scientific and the nL trUC. ' llU the m°dern I
boyhood could lick the boys of to-day with one hand uniforms, gloves bats and h-,,| P yfrsllavemasks,pads, I
tied behind their backs “and I dare you to take it up!" in the pasl We’ nlaved in rhlSfuh as were not known
It was their favorite boast that they could "lick their without gloves or masks D w?re everyday. . I

1. THE FARMER'S ADVOCATE AND HOME MAGAZINE We,gbt m Rocky mountain wildcats" and from my own making A ravelled «t-nnJ^1 ® and bats of our I

, ÏSïiTto bYtaf foLaXLâïr'L"'% li?r,ryVfsldr “ à".i»aïe„dMïïrEasÆ.æ,BsïïK3 (fe&sfs&ïs sts,did„hc rx!, ft ssss. ...h it ,“°“g„5 xt,rr *° ^

P". butter* on' h“ &“l^S?.*CSïïftr ZL'lLA.’l *"5*3 “"«S S$

; syr^tfJyrsLrt; "ty* rx,
. igsStStSS, iTIrMMnJhi»1^' o at aH 8ubscribers to newspapers are held-' a big woollen scarf and home-knitted woollen mitts. I vr.vt ,.„ :tf ,«

ordfrfdItieh^ni!L^ a arr2ra8es m paid* and their paper pm afraid that if such a boy appeared among the correct- a difference in clothes, the different ;»
6. REMITTANCES stoulTte made direct to us, either by ^oderTh departn£nt-store clothed boys of to-day the WitKeS deH^sh^k ‘S Pr°bably the most marked

CMer. P»stM Note. Express Order or Registered modern boys would laugh—but they would do it at as frlvL rl *??ys bo?ks were scarce and precious and I
we^riii not^ rein<îîfsihîe0ur nak' When made otherwise their peril. Inside of that uncouth clothing there was 38 1 remember them they ran largely to collections of

,i - - - - At,™ .h”n£.,rÆ'S:r»honiiu'S2i
.a 82ïï2îîâÜÆ- ofm"mX"Se C°meS ”0ati"S baCk ,b'°^ «" XtetSAtXSr

„ ‘‘I'ni a sun of a gun “J «™W« ««b
chan^ofOIHHAD^DREæ.—Subscnbers when ordering a From the land of the sun! nf thunder type were fairly well known—on the slv
P^O.^ddr^dreSS 8hould 8,ve the old 88 well as the new I m a red-handed Arab for gore!” 9f courfe those Penny Dreadfuls” would be beneath-

12. WE INVITE FARMERS to write us on any agricultural * * * * the contempt of people who have access to elegantly
For1Csuch,easl^re1myMPleasei1 tP,receive practical articles. By the way, that remark about putting butter on donb^^f b^autlfu*,y bound modern novels but I
per inch printed matter VCriUcLW8eo7 ArtTci'efluMeL8 J‘S hair is no ioke bdt a historical fact In fhose heroic always triumnhed fnTh^/W0"6 VCry mdch’ Virtue
M0an^,!0W..t0r,ImPr0Ve "The Farmer’s Advocate and Home day? nf) One thought of appearing in public without tKlbin nXr » u P3per-Covered nove|Sand , ™
tables m/t JP^PlP*”.118 of N*w Grains, Roots or Vege- having his hair oiled or greased. You could buv hair „ , aln escaped. Hark to this from the closing

■3. SsSSS~ r""““IB
*“* tesa,,y mo-re that X "Xt. {?£*"XS’™ L4f,k: r *^.«>-«8Address....THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE or (which used to come in much-prized, round, paste board naves nf beL?ttii i slumming through the5, ;,a

THE WILLIAM WELD COMPANY (Limited) boxef) bdt were articles of commerce “in my hot Mini nf ?he m d 81,11 ge‘ a whlff of the hay.
Sndon^anada. you b when Victoria was queen. » In those days* you more but the mmlit" ?°Æf ff pr,nted better and cost

would see a greasy mark on the wall paper in most but th quallty ,s about the same,
r-. « , kitchens and pqrlors, where the heads of the men and * * * *
Publishers Message w°Tf rC4t<1,f’hen,th,ey. leaned their chairs against the _IH ®fuCOIj,rse ‘here w.asa gfeat difference between the

o ’ wall. And this oily hair gave rise to a bit of household old school system and the new, but I am not sure that
The year wanes, and with its waning we are brought h"e.ry that still may be seen in some quarters—the the advantage is entirely on the side of the new. We

to another Christmas season, this year, as in the past a.ntlmacassar. As most people know, this is a little "Vf thoroughly drilled in reading, writing, and arith-'
two, mixed with joy and sadness. One year ago "The tidy that is placed on the backs of upholstered chairs ™, tlC’ f® w™, as ln grammar, spelling, history and
I'ymc.rls Advocate Christmas present to each of its but I am doubtful if many know that it was originally geography. The grading system was not strictly #(£■•
subscribers took the form of a special half-centurv issue J*sed to Pr°tect the chairs from Macassar oil,—the most ,ered to and I can remember boys who could not get 
This year, with all the difficulties incident to present mi!cOU®i 3nd most wic*ely advertised brand of hair-oil beyond the second book in reading and spelling who
conditions, - the much-looked-for annual Christmas .! h|s oil was so popular that Byron refers to it somewhere could beat the whole school at "ciphering, " as arithmetic
box goes to all subscribers free as usual, and when you 1° bls P?01118- f burlesque description of a heroine Was usuf Ï called. If a pupil showed an aptitude for 
nave carefully perused this paper we believe you will he exclaims, as nearly as I can remember: ai?^ study he was allowed to rush ahead in it, no matter Vÿ?
join with us in saying that from cover to cover it com- “Nothing could surpass her- h*s standing might be in his other studies. I an*:£r|jgp
pares favorably with any- former effort. More than Save thine incomparable oil Macassar'” ’ stl of tbe. 0P"Jlon that this was a good plan, for the pV1
this we do not care to say, preferring that the subscriber But the boys whom I knew could nn/tff Tm average mind does not develop evenly along all lines, ®
tasdkrtnd-'r’ “ m Lhe Paf,1' be Judge. It is no easy oil so they used butter d ff°rd MaCassar ^ inclines to specialize. In spite of all that may be
a to 5° one better each year, but by increased * * * * said against the school system which has been superseded,.

ahlTtn "r Vm,ted the publishers are annually As there were still forests a-olentv in Ont, r fl "3® stl11 J°.od enough to over-crowd the learned pro-able to put out a special issue as a Christmas present to forty to fifty years ago the bovsof thnt r ° frl°"! ffslons and it even produced the scholars who are in . 
those who take and read "The Farmer’s Advocate ” much good hunting The beech lnnlk F h-3u ^harg® °f the educational system of to-day. It is easy

affordTthosne °nhy hop.e -that this Christmas Number black-squirrels, coveys of partridge aLumhTmTh' that°‘nt ^ the disadvantages of the old system, but affords those who read it as much joy as it has the plentiful thickets flo4s of mmil whfJIn i , the hdt rem>nds me of an ingenious essay published some-
nnnb lrihera ar|(l giving it. It is generally farm arid even wild turkevs an Scr wln" al'n°S1evCry X-ears ag° by John Lewis, Managing Editor of the-
considered more joyful to give than to receive Of the black-squirrels partridreand n, °I Unknow"- TunmtoStar. In reading the lives of great men, he had

gain we ha\c prepared an issue for every member from personal knowledge hut T no ^ r can sPeak observed that almost all of them had disadvantages to
of every home into which the paper goes, (and more or turkeys thanTo see t, - r tr4leg° vt ,t0 ^6r C1ntend with in their boyhood. But they overcame
TheTarnF 'th6 t.llelbetter equipped by its presence.) rifles and shot guns were quite plentiful -.nd'th'' oadl"g phem A°-tl\e.grerat benefit of their minds and characters.
I he farmer, th- stockman, the wfe, the daughter, the pocket money of the bovs m ? the scanty FLr°m th,IS Mr. Lewis argued with subtle humor that

bo> the girl, the lover of art. the student of tion. Where1 the boy of to-dav 1,4 ®pljnt,°.n ammuni- the disadvantages they had to contend with were really 
P i v, none have been neglected. How well we have breech-loader, or a twenty-two calibre rifle^‘banTlled advantages,and that in giving our boys every advantage

, ,................ich game, the earlier boy had plenty ofZ ^ , ■ ° m-the Way of education we are really doing them an
o , ... AH we hope is that the articles Chief” muzzle-loader Some If Same and an Inj n 'uJury- His essay was entitled “The Advantages ofare read and illustrations studied. still be remembered bv the midrlle^0^ ° d gU,ns wdl D'sadvantages” and he certainly made a good case for

- .l-epan.dche^as^,,,,.

dutv He sons e V anada ll JS n,°! sh,rk('d her black-squirrels were fat and a gooTmess of then, . The Boys of my Boyhood and the Boys of my Boy's" *

We live in a degree of'-ivuritv whLl'.'l ''VÎ pOSS,ll,lv- dtlight that can still make a man’s mouth wate^ ^It Zu™ ,mi'ch al'ke. If both could be dismissed from,
impossible wen if not f«r c ] u 1 '\ould have been must not be thought, however that the olrl-timn . school at the same time and stripped of their clothes-
sent to the front to stand Tw J".0" 4 °U‘ rou,Ul > has had nothing to do but hunt. The land was still bein^ near. ,son)e ff°°d. swimming hole on a summer day it
Hun. This ( hrhtiiMs , ‘ wn humanity and the cleared and there were “nigger-heads” to be nirhrM ^ would take a skilful observer to tell them apart. I ami
us make it one of <leeprst<\ h mks^lvhî^'^l blU lvt a,nd burned, stumps to be grubbed out and ditches to be the ^pinion that boys have been boys since the begin- 
many wavs in which w, >11 - . -g' ,ng- * here arc dug. Many of those old-time boys were dome a ning, ?f f,me and that if Eve s boys had a chance they--
worltl and this Can id i nf o ' lo (l,a*<l‘ this old work before they were fifteen and altogether too m would discuss stone-bruises and hives with the boys of .
to live Jh,.bi T UonZw:hirlJ j'1 them are now broken-down men, old before theff time* on terms of easy equality. And as for my open-
some little In. unfit in this direction 1 'S®Ue ,s of hccausc of brutal hard w-ork. But I do not propose to mg hCmi!rk3 ?buout tbe fiKhtln8 powers of the boys of

Anyone desiring extra as gifts for friends in ÏT^,!:^ ^^ =^he different gKl a7 baTMf ' Rethought of something and I take ,t
any part of the world may have them at the no. in ,, 'u , \ Vhe presfnt day wh° are working alto- " If

.....■ft'rssXi:;:1-F1S”",bn“l
!-" «vailaMe X **

and home magazine.
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our boys were fighters it was due to an 

excess of animal spirits and led to nothing more thaif 
an occasional black eye or bloody nose. But the boys, 
of to-day are enduring a test of courage such as we never 
knew. They have been called upon to face wounds- 
and death for Canada and the Empire and have re­
sponded like men. In the name of the Boys of my 
Boyhood I take off my hat to the better dressed, more 
gently nurtured and nobly heroic Boys of To-day.

j
certain and that is that the boys

Instead °1 following the sports® iJthedli^^LS'they 

had their own ball-clubs and foot-ball teams and played
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