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Publishers Message.

The year wanes, and with its waning we are brought

to another Christmas season, this year, as in the past
two, mixed with joy and sadness. One year ago ‘“The
Farmer's Advocate” Christmas present to each of its
subscribers took the form of a special half-century issue.
TPhis_year, with all the difficulties incident to present
conditions, - the much-looked-for annual Christmas
box goes to all subscribers free as usual, and when you
have carefully perused this paper we believe you will
join with us in saying that from cover to cover it com-
pares favorably with any’ former effort. More than
this we do not care to say, preferring that the subscriber
and reader, as in the past, be the judge.
task to ‘“‘go one better” each year, but by increased
effort and unlimited expense the publishers are annually
able to put out a special issue as a Christmas present to
those who take and read “The Farmer’s Advocate,”
and we can only hope that this Christmas Number
affords those who read it as much joy as it has the
publishers in preparing and giving it. It is generally
considered more joyful to give than to receive.

It is no easy

Again we have prepaied an issue for every member

of every home into which the paper goes, (and more
homes would be the better
The farmer, the stoc kman, the wife, the daughter, the
son, the boy, the girl, the lover of art, the student of
poetry, none have been neglected
anticipated remains to |

cquipped by its presence.)

How well we have

seen e the reception which

each gives the eflort.  All we hope is that the articles
are read and illustrations studicd.

It has been a “lean year” in some parts of Canada.

Many a home has heen griel stricken because of the

war.  But withal, Canada hs o great deal for

which to be thankful. Canada has not shirked her

Her sons are making permanent liberty possible.

We live in a degree of sccurity which would have bee n

impossible were it not for such men as our country has

to the front to stand hetween hmn.mit_\' and the

I'his Christimas cannot be the merricst but et

make it one of deepest thanksgiving.  There are

many ways in which we all can assist to make this old

ind this Canada of ours a better place in which

e, Let us oall help, We hope this issue is of
Httle Lwefit in this direction.

Anyoene desiing extra copies as gifts for friends in

ot of the world may have them 1t the nominal

't 25 cents per copy. “ The Farmer's Advocate”

its teaders a Merev Christnias and a Happy

tosperous 1917, a vear in which it will be more

fitable than before to Farm better. We are ready

Aeip as in the past with the best wailable in agricul
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By the way,
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Of course there was a great difference between the
ystem and the new, but I am not sure that:
age is entirely on the side of the new. We
were thoroughly drilled 'in reading, writing, and arith-’
metic, as well as in grammar, spelling, history and
y. The grading system was not strictly ad~
red to and I can remember boys who co
beyond the second book in reading and s
could beat the whole school at ‘““ciphering,’
was usually called.
any study he was
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ar that Byron refers to it somewhere
In a burlesque description of a heroine
,as nearly as I can remember:

" as arithmetic: .
If a pupil showed an aptitude for
allowed to rush ahead in it, no matter
might be in his other studies.
still of the opinion that this was a good plan, for the
does not develop evenly along all lines,
In spite of all that may be:
school system which has been superseded,
1 enough to over-crowd the learned pro-
even produced the scholars who are in
charge of the educational system of to-day. It is easy
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““Nothing could surpass her;
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But the boys whom I knew could not afford M
oil so they used butter.

average mind
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said against the
it was still good
As there were still forests a-plenty in Ont fessions and it
forty to fifty years ago, the boys of that earlje
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But they overcame
fit of their minds and characters.
From this Mr. Lewis argued with subtle humor that
the disadvantages they had to contend with were really
ages,and that in giving our boys every advantage
way of education we are really doing them an

His essay was entitled “The Advantages of
Disadvantages’’ and he certainly made a good case for
the paradox he took as his text.
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In spite of all this talk I am of the opinion that
“The Boys of my Boyhood and the Boys of my Boy
If both could be dismissed from
school at the same time and stripped of their clothes-
near some good swimming hole on a summer day it
would take a skilful observer to tell them apart. 2
of the opinion that boys have been boys since the begin-
ning of time and that if Eve's boys had. a chance they ¢
would discuss stone-bruises and hives with the boys o
to-day on terms of easy equality. r
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If our boys were fighters it was due to an
excess of animal spirits and led to nothing more tham
an occasional black eye or bloody nose. b
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and death for Canada and the Empire and have re-
In the name of the Boys of my
Boyhood I take off my hat to the better dressed, more
gently nurtured and nobly heroic Boys of To-day.
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