—-—

48 Watchfulness

Lesson VI WATCHFULNESS

A Temperance Lesson

May 8, 1904

Luke 12 : 35-48—Memory Verses, 1, 2,

BGolden Text - Blessed are those servants, whom the lord when He cometh shall find
watching. —Luke 12 : 37,

35 Let your loins be girded about, and
your lights burning ;

36 And ye vourselves like unto men that
wait for their lord, when he will return
from the wedding ; that when he cometh
and knocketh, they may open unto him
immediately,

37 Blessed are those servants, whom the
lord when he cometh shall find watching :
verily I say unto you, that he shall gird
himself, and make them to sit down to
meat, and will come {orth and gerve them.

38 And if he shall come in the second
watch, or come in the third wateh, and find
them 8o, blessed are those servants,

39 And this know, that if the goodman of
the honse had known what hour the thief
would come, he would have watched, and
not have suffered his house to be broken
throngh.

40 Be ve therefore ready also : for the Son
of man cometh at an hour when ve think not.

41 Then Pe’ter gaid unto him, Lord
speakest thou this parable unto us, or even
to all ? .

42 And the Lord said, Who then is that faithful and wise steward, whom his lord ghall
make ruler over his household, to give them their portion of meat in due season ?

43 Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he cometh shall find so doing.

44 Of a truth I say unto you, that he will make him ruler over all that he hath.

45 But and if that servant say in his heart, My lord delaveth his coming ; and shall
begin to beat the menservants and maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be drunken ;

46 The lord of that servant will come in a day when he looketh not for him, and at an
hour when he is not aware, and will cut him in sunder, and will appoint him his portion
with the unbelievers.

47 And that servant, which knew his lord’s will, and prepared not himself, neither did
according to his will, shall be beaten with many stripes.

48 But he that knew not, and did commit things worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with
few stripes. For unto whomsoever much is given, of him shall be much required : and to
whom men have committed much, of him they will ask the mere.
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Jesus once told a parable, to show His
friends how they must live, if they wished
to be glad to meet Him when He came again
at the last day.

“There was once,” said Jesus, ‘““an Eas-
tern prince, who went one evening to a
wedding. Not saving when he should re-
turn, he left his servants in charge of the
house, telling them to keep watch for his
home-coming Hour after hour these ser-
vants waited, keeping their lanterns trimmed
and their coats on, o as to be ready to open
the gate as soon as they should hear their

master’s footstep. At last he came, and, as
a reward to his faithful servants, he made
them a supper and waited upon them him-
self. Blessed are those servants,” said Jesus,
““whom the lord when he cometh shall find
watching.”’

To show how the heavenly Master may
come unexpectedly, Jesus now said, “A
man went to bed at night, and while he was
asleep, thieves broke into his house and
stole his goods. If that man had known
when the thief was coming, he would have
watched, and not have allowed his house to




