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 RARN AND UALRY

The All-Round Usefulness of the Farm Car -

It Has a Place in Our C

ity Not as a D

ble Luxury, But as a Business Accessory

By ROBERT ALEXANDER.

years since the first

car was purchased
in our township, a com-
wunity which is, I sup-
pose, typieal of other
rural communities in
Ontario. Since then, and
particularly in the last
three years, cars have
multiplied  exceedingly.
At our farmers’ club a
few nights ago, we start-
ed counting up the farm-
ers who owned cars on
the four main roads lead-
ing out of our village. We
found that on these good
stone roads 30 per cent.
of all farmers had cars
and 100 per cent. of what
we considered our best

IT is just about seven

men were car oOwners.
On side roads and con-
cesaions, the percentage
of farmers owning cars was smaller, but even there
fully 16 per cent. had already purchased automobiles,
and more would be owned were the roads passable
for a greater part of the year, “Does this mean that
farmers are now so_prosperous that 30 per cent” of
hem can afford to support a pleasure car?” asked

¢ village blacksmith, a good friend of our move-
nent, and a member of the club.

Vell, 1 reckon the car is a rare source of pleas-
ure,” responded one of the best farmers on the
Guelph road, “and now that we have had a taste of
tari life with a car, it would be some job to keep
the and lassies around home without one. Our
car Is not owned altogether for pleasure, however.
The boys and I were reckoning it up the other night,
and we found that last summer almost two-thirds of
the mileage travelled was for business and only one-
third for pleasure.

“Rather a high of utility,”
the blacksmith in a toneé that suggested a question
mark,

Oh, 1 am not saying but that we pack the wife
and a couple of the kids in the back seat on some
of our business trips,” quickly responded my neigh-
bor. “What I mean is, that two-thirds of our mileage
was primarily for business, and the car would not
have been out of the garage had it not been for a
business call of some kind or other.”

20 to 95% of Business.

A general discussion followed. None of us had
complete records. All of us were surprised, after a
little consideration, to find out how much our cars
were used as a business convenience, and what an
important factor in the running of our farms the car
had come to be. The estimates of business use
varied all the way from 20 per cent. to 95 per cent.

A Portable Farm Power Plant,
and most progressive ne up-to-date farmer is making his car do bekt work

s well as road work, and so speeding up his farm.  fearful

it good business to own
a car.  Let me tell of
some of the varied uses
to which eiurs are put in
our community,

1 start at home
first. . We purchased our
car, a five passenger
touring model, a couple
of years ago, Our staple
products are cream and
©ggs, both of which are

day in the year. To
hitch up a horse, drive to
the station and then
drive back again made a
big hole in the working
Wife was always
of handling our
lrlv.;r mnd“.’ the '-!Illm 3
80 the to the
station generally fell on myself or on Ih‘:l:nd man
o¥hen we were fortunate enough to have one,
When we bought our car we sold the driver, In a
couple of weeks Mrs. Alexander was as proficient at
the wheel as any of us, and she now does practically
all of the delivering to the station. Incidentally she
does her shopping in the village at the same time.
In several cases the car has proven useful in getting
repair parts for machinery in a hurry. 1 call up the
dealer to have the new part ready while the wife is
speeding down to his place of buginess in the car.
In every emergency the car is our first and our best
friend, and so far as cost of upkeep is concerned,
total expenses for gasoline, lubricating ofl and minor
repairs have not been as great in the past two years
as the cost of feeding and shoeing a horse.

A Busy Farm Car,

We make little use of our car as compared with
some of our neighbors. One man in particular |
bave in mind who works his car to the limit. He
has a couple of hundred acres of land, he
cows, and he goes in extensively for early
and tomatoes as cash crops, During a good
the year he ships one can of cream
station three and one-half miles from the farm.
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of the mileage the Iatter osti by a
neighbor who lets the hired man run the farm while
he does a droving business. The average of all the

gave the cars in our community credit for
60 to 70 per cent. of business use. “I perceive that

'] g
Since our chat at the club, | have been consider-
ing the claims of the car. Should it now be con-

termediary position. If
1 were in the position
of a few of my npeig"-
bors—just starting and
heavily in
would not consider a
car for a moment. Its
usefulness, however, is
great enough to justify
its purchase ahead of
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tachment is simply a wooden pullsy, bolted on to the
side of one of the back wheels. The rear of the car
s then elevated on blo~ks provided for the purpose,
and the power is transmitted through the differen-
tial. This homeiade power device s giving excel-
lont satisf and has been by several
of the neighbors to hitch on to their own cars in

to see our of Agriculture experiment
with the various attachments on the market and tell
us whether or not they will be a good investment.
I incline to the belief that they are destined to add
much to the value of the farm car.

The Tractor Attachment.

Just about 20 miles from us is the Lakeview
Stock Farm, whose ads. appear in the Holstein
columns of Farm end . When the Provineial
Plowing Match was held at Brantford las
all went down in the car, and during the
@ chat with Mr. Dawson, the manager
view Farm. other thi he
they had

tractor

Ford car. "It ls working splendidly,”
son, when I asked him about it. “It is
124nch plows up and down the stiff grade be
harmn. You simply can't beat the quality of the plow.
and it is a one-man operation, the driver
trolling the plow*with the line just as they do
these tractors here, He is plowing about fve
& day. He doesn't have to stop for rain—just puts
nplhtlopogl.?:wu;ﬂmm‘m-d. My wife ran

le plow an e car for a just
novelty of it.” Mo e
“And how does it compare with horses for ex-
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“We have been plowing with horses, too,” said
Mr. Dawson. “Three horses on & double bottomed
plow turned over just three and one-half nores a day.

paying these plowmen three dollars a b
wmummddhunlmvuu.m‘;:'hm
horses to feed besides. It cost about $1.60 an acre
for ith car

Yo
nu-uumunmmm the tractor
Attachraent, a pump to force cireulation through th
engine, and a special olling system.” = X

tractor on the small farm, though I hardly
Illitv—uuﬁdnluhr=wmb:
ous wark. Its small cost would allow of us having
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even the pe

ter than the
today s by

Durcha
have rem it |
been In a
original &::'
car. It pulls
mechunical ¢
when new, |
and ofl as ey
from & hreak .
above the ave
like “swank."
dom from tre




