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“straight” Socialists anticipated, and now deplore, a result
which they regard as still more fatal to their own particular
purpose. How honestly incapable the Independent Labour
Party, or any other Socialist section, is of carrying on the
expensive business of electioneering upon anything approaching
a national scale stood confessed in the Cockermouth contest,
when the Labour Leader explicitly stated that the leanness of
the public subscription meant the severe limitation of by-elec-
tion candidatures. But the ‘ straight” Socialists anticipated
that where the Trade Unions paid the piper they would also
call the tune, and wisdom has been justified of her children.
The policy of the L.R.C. in the House of Commons has, very
properly—if an outsider may say so—been the Trade Union
policy in its integrity. And not only is this so, but those who
have been asked to pay for direct Labour representation are
bent upon seeing that they get the exact article for which they
are paying. It is,in a word, for particularist Trade Union
ends, and not for grandiose schemes of State Socialism, that
the Parliamentary power of the Labour vote has been chiefly
utilised. This is precisely the course of events which the
“straight” Socialists foresaw when they refused to support a
programme which “ the devotees of Mammon ” found reason-
able and feasible, and, needless to add, it is not according to
Collectivist expectations and wishes.

The first Session of the most democratic House of Commons
on record has passed, and Mr. Keir Hardie has not moved the
trite Socialist resolution for the nationalisation of all the
means of production which is to create the new Socialist
earth that will be but the portal to a new Collectivist heaven.
It is instructive to reflect that there is an excellent reason for
the unwonted restraint which the Labour leader has put upon
himself, for no one doubts that if his personal inclinations
had alone to be consulted he wonld have balloted for this
and half a dozen other equally extreme motions. Mr.
Keir Hardie is lacking neither in courage nor intrepidity.
But at Westminster he has to put off the irresponsibility of




