
THE CHRONICLE. No. 45. 1540November 7. 1913Montreal.

—ide DR FVFNTION BUREAU any n,her branch of the municipal service. Also the s’l*vC rlx MONTREAL duplication in inspection work might he thus avoided.
Would Restrict Smoking.

“Further, the committee consider that a prolific 
cause of fire is smoking and would recommend that 
regulations he framed which would absolutely pro­
hibit smoking by employees in factories, workshops, 
buildings under construction, warehouses, places of 
amusement, departmental and wholesale stores, and , 
similar buildings. Employers should he required to 
keep notices signifying such prohibition conspicuously 
(tested in their premises. Provision for adequate 
punishment of offenders should be made. It is 
thought that it would he unnecessary to extend this 
prohibition to retail stores or office buildings.

"The regulation regarding the storage of in­
flammable articles and cxplosnves should he strength­
ened and provision made for their strict enforcement.”

Substance oe Petition.

.«fluential delegation wait upon board
OF CONTROL-IN FAVOR OF RESTRICTING 
SMOKERS.
inilucntial delegation representing the various 

interested in the tire prevention move­
ment which has lately been set......................
„ mtc.l uiKin the Board of Control on 1 uesdav. and 

number of inqiortant suggestions for the 
The various bodies re-

An
I»ulies who are

foot in Montrealtill

ni.nlv a
rt'diKtion of the tire waste.

mnu 11 were the Hoard of Trade, the Chambre de 
Commerce, the Canadian Manufacturers' Association, 
,IK. Canadian Fire Underwriters’ Association, the 
Builder»' Exchange and the Architects' Association. 
Their chief recommendation was for the establish- 

, t ,1 tire prevention bureau under the charge 
,,j the chief of the lire department and consisting of 

in-pector in each of the thirty-seven fire station» 
which at present exist in Montreal. The delegation 

suggested considerable restriction of smoker» on 
the ground that many fires arc caused through their 
careicsstiess. It was eventually agreed that the dclc- 
gati n would prepare and submit to the Board a draft 
In-la a. containing the different suggestions made.
'The written petition laid before the Controllers was 

,,f usiderable length. The more inqiortant clause» 
in the petition are as follows:

pre

The substance of the petition is summed up under 
the following heads:

"I. That there i» enormous !o»< of life and pro­
perty, one-half i f which is caused by prcvcntihle fires.

That there is a serious misconception of the 
conditions to consider that the lire waste only con­
cerns the insurance companies.

“3. That the destruction of property In lire means 
an irreconstructihle los» of value» and i» frequently 
the cause of serious disturbance in business conditions, 
which is far-reaching in its effect.

4. That while it i» important that "ttr water supply 
and the fire-fighting system should he maintained in 
tlich ighe-t possible state of efficiency, every means 
possible should also he Used to prevent the inception 
of fires.

“5. That the recognition of individual rv»|mnsi1>ility 
to mini 1 ire the hazard and

Reduce tue I Iazakd.
The committee i» unanimously <>f the opinion that 

a wr\ great projKtrtion of fires which occur in Mont 
nal might he prevented by the enforcement of 
cipal In law » requiring buildings to he so constructed 

mid reduce the hazard of tires to a minimum,
.nul aUo regulating the maintenance and care of build 
mg. in order to guard a» far as possible against an 
outbreak of lire. At the present time the committee 
understand there is practically no inspection of busi­
ness premises on the part of the city for the purpose 
nf seeing the by-law » actually in force are observed,
and further that the investigation of the causes of ..... ,
tin - which have occurred is not carried on with that Mr. A. R. I lowed, manager for l anada. ire-ham 
promptness and cfficicncv which might make them of Life Assurance Society, returned to Montreal at the 
vallie beginning of this week front one of In» periodical

"The committee would therefore suggest that a lire trips to the \\c-t. Mr. Howell, who went through 
prevention bureau under the control of the fire depart- I to the Coast, states that while thing- are dull at the 
mem for the prosecution of this work be established ; . present time in Vancouver, in the I'rairie provinces 
that tin- bureau comprise a staff of not less than j they are considerably more hopeful than they were 
tliirtx seven competent inspectors, there being thirty a few months ago, thanks to the crops. However, 
seven lire stations in the citvl, whose duties should ! there will he a fairly long haul before things get hack 
include the frequent inspection of all building» and , t« the condition of general activity prevalent a year 
premises to see that the by-laws regarding the clean- 1 or two ago, and probably, when that mnditton "f 
line- of premise», the removal of waste, the disposal 1 activity returns, it will he on considerably more eon 
of hot ashes, and generally all by-law » dealing with 1 »ervative line» than the activity of the pa-t ' >f the 
the hazard of lire he strictly enforced. The m-pec- remarkable future which he- before the \\c»t ulti-
tiirs should have authority to enter any building and I match, there can, Mr. Howell think», he no manner 
i" hrii'K an action against any person or persons who of doubt, c-pmaUx in view <>f tin* t.ut that up to t ic
fail to observe the regulations established. The present only a very small percentage of the available

arable land i» under cultivation. Referring to the 
new taxation on hank», insurance and loan companies.

mum

a- w is absolutely necessary 
to bring thi» about it is nece—ary to educate the public 
by the enforcement of proper by-law», carrying with 
them a penalty where other means fall."

WESTERN CONDITIONS BRIGHTENING.

entire time and energy of the stall should be occupied
in making these inspections. ! . ..

The committee are of the opinion that all matters which is being proposed, in Alberta Mr. Howell
which have any relation whatever to the safeguarding points out that without a doubt thi- tax will he tr.in--
<if life and properly from lire, including the erection ferred to the borrower, »o that the provincial govern-
aiid maintenance of lire esea|H‘» and all other appli- nient» through this taxation are merely making money

should he within the jurisdiction of the lire dearer for the farmers.
Mr. Howell also states that the (.re-ham Life is 

at the present time doing well throughout the \\e»t.

anees
department, which is in close touch with and has a 
better knowledge of conditions in that respect than
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