
public action taken in the direction of preventing the '■'> .'’‘'hTpüi.l'-ùiVc.'i'iuVVf the Hank increased from 
appalling fire waste annually taking place on this „r liv tactically .V»' l«
continent. , jt> reserve from $4.txx>,ixH> to $u,5<*),ooo or

In the course of Im address Mr. XXentworth said Vent.; h' total depmit' from $.tr.-
that from figures gathered by the l nited . tali' i- 1 $i r\K-)t.itx-X t;-- per cent; it' liabilities
pa rtment of Commerce and Labor,, appearedla, 44.V44- $4,,. $, ?,, ,7»
the average annual i>er capita tire loss in jx lM ,r vv|l, . jls c|UH'k assets from $ji.«M444<> V» $7.V
pean countries was 33 cents, while in the In e 1 s , ... .,vr vvnt.; its total assets from $50.-
States and Canada it was $3. The annual tire waste ,,jÿ,,o.7S« G<> per cent These figures
in Glasgow was $325.000. while m the smaller city 4/ £ *ivaUv lllt: enormous strides which have 
of Boston it was $-.000.000. In Berlin it was $175., „,a(|, witlnn a brief period. and indicate in the
000, a' against Chicago, a city of the same size, w vlyvi.,jxv w;,v, the enterprise and resourcefulness
an annual loss of $5.aooxxm during live years. wlriclr the Bank's affairs have been conducted.
Berlin's fire department cost' the city $300x100, while . .^ (i rvMll|s ;|s is well known, have been partly 
Chicago’s annual tax for this department is $3,01x1.1*10. through a imlicv of judicious amalgamation

These statistics were not peculiar, but typical -f • , tlu. Roval Bank ac,|iiire,l the l",lion Bank
the psychological attitude of the |woi ' of lx.t ,,f Halifax with assets of about $15,11x1,1111 and with 
countries to the whole question. I heir .re tainers s( fvw it has acconqilished the largest
had cut down beautiful forests of pine to get to the ^ ,n jn Vana.lian banking history in the taking 
soil. That brought a feeling that the supply of him- l< f (|)v Tra(U.rs |ta„k, of Toronto, with some
her was inexhaustible, and it had been adopted a^ uf as<vt< The one .amalgamation enabled
the national building material. The brush and debris o- ; of L,alli;atiol1 m tlu- Maritime IWim-cs

left for the first locomotive spark to start a 1 wj(|e rt,a,| am| thoroiighlv effective; the other
conflagration, and scarcely any care was taken even j( ;| footing in the Brovmce of t hitarto
to prevent fire in the standing lin,lier. It w.i' ; f.K., rounded off its Canadian series of
during the last two or three years that the l ulled h|;uu||v_ Ml'llla, j, j„ now thoroughly well repre 
States had wakened to the fact that there was a limit. jn t,vvrv .m,vinco from the Atlantic to the
and that something had to be done. ... .illv Within the period also the iin|x>rtant for

Referring to the necessity of getting the pubh, / „ Mllvri..,- ,,f the Bank have been widely extended
interested in this matter. Mr. Wentworth observed x , llirK.t. |la< i,vvn o|wned ; the Bank's branches
that the fire waste took $15 annually from evrr A ^ ^ where it has long had most im
family on the continent just as surely as though tin interests have been extended, and only a few
tax collector took it. People might be - besot ed rl,lrr s, in forward Jidicy of
as to think that the insurance companies paid it. but “ jn ,|le Sollt|, was inaugurated by the V„r
the losses were assessed right back on the people |( t)u. |tank ,l( |triti>h Honduras, the Royal
themselves in rates on merchants who had to add t|im.liv gaining access to the Central American
the increased rates to the price of their g,KH .*' "J Sand! A, the got the Royal

Bank had <13 branches in Canada, and eleven West 
Indian agencies. At the present time it' Canadian 
branches from Atlantic to Pacific are almost ,v«> m 
number, there are 23 branches in Cuba, Porto Rico 
anil the Dominican Republic, and five branches in 

if the British West Indian islands. Strategically this 
own arrangement of branches i- admirable. A -.a result 

of the opening of the Panama Canal, the Bank will 
share in increased trade in two fields, on the Pacific 
Co.i't. through its British Columbian branches and 
in the South, where a |*»licv of preparation for this 

THE RECENT DEVELOPMENT OF THE cve|)t )|y ,|K. „,icning up of new branches has for
BOYM BANK. some time been in force.

In the great development of Canadian banking This forward policy of the Royal Bank, cai-ried 
which has6 taken placl- .luring recent years, one <«-th f;.rs~,K „ r,;"l J^
of the most striking features has been the rise of Mr. hdson I.. least, tin Bank I
of the Royal Bank. Within four years, that is to and general manager, has not been allowed to impair

were

meant $30,am passing away in tire every 
the day and night. It meant $500 lost each minute, 
and that .luring every ten minutes was sacrificed the 
equivalent of a five thousand dollar home. Mr. 
Wentworth also urged the constant placing of re­
sponsibility for fires which take place, as in Prance 
where a man had to pay for his neighbor's loss 
the fire started on his premises through his 
negligence.
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Dec. 31.1910 llec. 31,1911. Nov 30.1912llee. 31. 1908. Her. 31. '.909 1«l$ 11,680.000

...........
13T.H91.88S 

12.5X4.818 
154,137.719 

5.204.984 
14.44t.7H5 
23.978.842 
73,428.782 
99,828,880 

179,210,758

6,261,080 
7.068.188 

88,294.HUH 
6,338,076 

98.368.342 
4.801,012 

10,094.472 
13.322.851 
47,738.440 
59,646.186

6.200,1810 
7.000.000 

72,079,607 
6.925.890 

78,662.533 
4.141.664 
8,530.488 
7.178,674 

37,226.670 
62.471.2-i8 

02.510,346 110.528,612

3.900,000 6,000,000
4.600,0-81 6,700.000

37,443.442 60.822.129
3.666,433 4,679.678

41.693.796 66,858.710
3.221.717 3.660.347

4,993,532 
9.638,309 

31.406.621 
33.644.705

Capital paid up.......................
Reserve....................................
Total Deposits........................
Circulation..............................
Liabilities to the public . . .
Specie ....................................
Dominion Notes....................
Call ..........................................
Quick Assets...........................
Current Loans......................
Total Assets..........................

3.760.344 
3,286.141 

21.944.440
26,736,165

50,470,211 07,051,102
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