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connection with our volunteers for South Africa al
ady exceeding a quarter of a million of dollars.

OF course, much of this money has been used in
ic purchase of supplies, but a large amount must
ave been paid out for labour and material required

1 transforming  ordinary  passenger and freight
camers into thoroughly equipped military transports,
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A steady, trusty  well e nditioned, jrell comluctgd
set of wen, with no misgiving about looking you full in
the face, ard with a quier, thorough going way ¢ f passing
along to their cuty.”— " bens,

x Such was a gifted novelist's deseription

tisl g e

e B of the British tars of the carly sixties,
and their successors are men of the same
ourage and character.  In Montreal, as in every port
sted by Her Majesty’s ships, we all love Jack, and

i picture to ourselves the zest with which he

Tars.

would

ram one of his ship’s guns at the encmies of his

hieen

] hnowing him as we do, it is delightful to read the
lowing bit of testimony to his worth from the late
(WL Steevens, whose recent death from fever at
Ivsmith is a sad incident of a particularly sadden-
ng war. He says of the men of ships well known on
he North American station :—

“ This handful of sailors bave been the saving of Ladysmith, You
on't know 11l you have tried it what a worm you feel when the ene-
'y is plugging shell into you and you can’t rouibly plug back
ven though they spared their shell, it made al the world ~of dif.
tence to know that the sailors could 1each the big guns if they ever
wcame untearab'e, It makes all the difference to the B- ers, ton, |
ispect; for as sure as Lady Ann or Blocdy Mary gets on to them
bey shut up in & 1ound or two  T'o have the very men among you
akes the differer ce between rain water and brine,
" The other day they sent a 12-ponnder up to Caesar's Camp, under
boy who, if he were not commandir g blf men round a big gun
n a big war, might with luck be in the fih form,”

““There's a g4 po nder up th.re,’ said & hight officer, who might
ave been his g andfather,
“CAll nght, sir,’ said the child, serenely,
* He hasnt krocked him out yet,
» 10 A siege, is the next best thing,
“ But the sailors have not seen howe for two
jess than their usua spell.  This is their boliday ,

4Dl course, we enjoy t,' they say, almost apologizing for saving
5 ‘we so seldom get a chance,’

*“ The Koyal Navy is the salt of the sea, and the salt of the earth

‘we'll knock him out.’
but he is goirg to next shot,

years, which is two

il every man, woman. and child in Canada who

W aught of Jack will admit that the dead corre.
pondent did not extol him too highly when he de-
mias “the salt of the sea, and the salt of the

also

il
wil

holid British sailors in our love and honour, and

tender of the fame they well deserve.
————

A Racy I'he diversity c.»f opinions held by those
Rejoinder, "0 have studied the causes which led
to the present war in South Africa have

Iy illustrated during the debate in the British
¢ of Commons, M, Chamberlain, in his speech
s reported as saying that the issues he.
nand Boer do not stand upon “the trivial-

lehate,

" are not to be considered as if we were

last .\u’\,

veen it
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’ isted long before 1895, and even before 1881, |le
| states that the whole history of our relations with the

| South African Republics reveals

a continual effort on
|

their side to evade obligations, and that these obliga
tions were conditions of the magnanimity  of My
Gladstone,

While the parliament is thus engaged in discussing
the war and its causes, the press are busy with the
foreign critics of Great Britain. It was to one of
these that the following racy rejoinder of Mr. Austin,
the clever writer of “Our Note Book™ in the Hlustrat-
ed London “News " was lately made, A Breslau
correspondent having complained of the flippancy and
arrogance of the Lord Mayor of Londen in describ-
ing the Boer ultimatum as “confounded cheek,” Mr.
Austin in replying laments that his utter depravity
makes this expression utterly inadequate, and then
says: “When Mr. Kruger ordere

d the Queen to with-
draw her troops

from her own cok my, and gave her
torty-eight hours to consider his sovereign mandate,
he was guilty of wanton insolence
tended to make peace impossible,”

However, Mr. Kruger's knavish tricks
frustrated, and the Queen's troops h
even from Ladysmith,

deliberately  in-

are being
ave not withdrawn
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“Iaith’s solitary pyre.”
A Believer in

" —Trench.
Fire-Proof Wood. _ I'rench

I'o smother any famnt shadow of a
remaining doubt as to the

possibility of wood being
rendered

absolutely fire-proof, the

vice-president of the
I leetrie I ire Pro

fing Company of New York will
ubmit to the ordeal of being shut up in a building
erected at the company's works, at 1oth Street Fast
River, N.Y., and to be publicly burned to day.  We
hope to record his fate, and that of the building, in onr
next issue,

In the meantime, we find. upon enquiry and exam
ination, that his faith in the materials used in the
struetion of his house of refuge

evidence of things not seen.

con
is not based upon the
The wood treated by this
company has heen thoroughly  tested

upon
previous occasions, and in

many
many places, and the ex.
hibition to be given to-day is merely for the purpose of
enabling fire-underwrite
to see for themselves, Jhe company expresg a con-
viction that such a test as this exhibition will bring
converts to the belief of vice-president Bachert in the
safety of any one found like himself uninsured in g
house constructed of electric fire-

We have had the pleasure of seeing a picture of the
building in which Mr. Bachert purposes playing the
part of a widow of Hindostan performing the ceremony
of selfimmolation, and  we sincerely
may descend from the fune

rs and other interested parties

proof wood,

hope  he
ral pyreand emerge from
the flames in safety to add his final bit of testimony to

the virtues of material already highly extolled by the

vcivil case in a civil court,” and that they ex-

British Admiralty and the United States Navy,  The




