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o in the army, and the order was issaed
 Whosoever is fearful, let him return, and
@ vart from Mount Gilead. " And what was
(o result 2 Twenty-two thousand men fell
of the ranks and went home,  Afraid of
e foe! If that order were given to the
Cureh today, how many would retive !
Y ang people, you eall yoursclves Christian
«lliers. What battles are you ready to
fuht © Are you not afraid to mnke the
aroack € Are you not almost afraid of your
oo voice or your own shadow ¢ Suppose
Christianity  were  unpopular;  suppose
Mothodists were laughed at as they once
wore, what would you dot Would there he
the same sort of stampede that took place in
Cideon's army.
he test uf veadiness.—There were
10,000 men left after these 22,000 took to
their heels,  The 10,000 passed by the ford
i the river. Every man was thimsty
They got down upon their knees and drank
all but a handful, who were so engrossed
with the thought of fighting the Midianites
that they would not take time t
their knees to drink.  They seoop
water with their hands and  hurried on.
There were only three hundred of them, nd
the Lord said in effect, ** These are the men
forme ! Theoth
or thoughtful enough.  They were not ready
for the battle.  They had not the faith that
woves impossibilit Jon't blame those
seted ones before you examine your own
ase, YOung nian, young won Are you
y for the struggles which your Christian
profession ealls upon you to fine Are you
prepared to sacrifice your personal conveni-
lenee or comfort for the Lod’s cause ¢ Do
you lay more store by an evening party than
the weekly prayer meeting £ Do you think
more of a concert than of public worship !
If so, you will never make one of Gideon's
three fuuulrod.

WHAT KIND OF MEN WERE THEY !

This army of God was chosen, says Miller,
according to the personal fitness of the men
to n('uu;-y the post i

1. They were p men.  They were
chosen out from others for their sups
They were men of sterling charact
like intrepidity in the presenc of danger,
every man a hero. weak hands or feeble
knees appeared amnong them, but all seemed
trustworthy to meet the emergency. It is
not numbers that form the real strength of
the Chureh of God, but men of conviction
and decision of character,  Men are needed
who are “*rooted in the faith,” *¢grounded "
in love, and ** established " in the hope of
the gospel.  The that really do good
are those whose piety does not flicker, but
burns with a bright and steady flame—those
who love fixed principles, whose eyes rest
on the great realities of eternity, and who
rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

9. They had faith in their canse. They
believed in Jehovah as sustaining to Isracl
the relation of a covenant God. They had
confidence in the promises that had been
made. Their faith was of the practical sort
—they acted in accordance with their belief.
They had hope, therefore, in Israel's future,
and believed from the signs before them that
God was to arise and vindieate the honor of
his cause in the eyes of the heathen nations.
Such men make a church strong.  They have
buoyant hope in the triumph of the eause of
Christ. They will not be discournged.
Their faith rises superior to every obstacle,
They win the battle before they go upon the
field. All hail to Gideon’s band in the
modern church!

3. They were careful in the use of means,
The result was gained, not by direct miracu-
lous agency, but through the instrumentality
of Gideon's picked men. God's blessin
rested upon the means they used and
rendered them effectual. They made the
fullest use of the facilities at their disposal,
and left the issue with G There was no
fighting by proxy. Every man wasso sternly

required at his post that he had to stand
firm, s if on him depended the entire suc
cess of the hour.  Thus it isin the Christian
lead  exemption from
want ¢ ity e dare to fold his
arms and refuse to fight beeause he cannot
bring down & Goliath, or tum the tide of
battle by his personal bravery. N
to sleep at his post beeause he can
any great l that ean be accomplished by
all that he can do. Al must act, each in
his place, if complete success 18 to I
attained in any field of the Christian
warfu

ew were lowal to their leader, T
knew that Gideon did not oceupy the positi
of himself, but that God had ealled him to
ity and the hand proved faithful to him w hom
God had chosen to beeome the liberator of
their country.  They became ardently
attached to Gideon as their leader.  Neither
the numbers of the enemy, nor the falling
away of so many cowards caused them for a
moment to swerve from their purpose v
hear of no murmurs, no sinkmgs of heart,
o thoughts of light, nor laying down of
arns in pure despondency at the hopeless
charaeter of the issue,  Dut, fully contident
of the result, they were all eye and ear on
Gideon to announce the line of duty they
should take.,  Henee there was prompt and
and silent obedience throughout the whole
eamp.  When will the chureh militant learn
that success is far in the dim distance, if
indeed it is ever attainable, without loyalty
to Christ s the Head of the Chureh, and
faithfulness to those whom  Christ has
appointed as his rey tatives in leading
the army of God.  Clos ur nks,
Christians, watch your leader, obuey his com-
wands, and on to vietory,

POINTS FOIL THE PRESIDENT.

Draw the attention of the young people to
the **Home Readings” in the Erworri Era
in connection with the topic expositions.
These readings are important helps in the
study of the topie.  And it is also an inspir-
ing thought to know that all the leaguers
read the same passage of seripture e
It would be helpful and interesting exere
ask replies to the question, “what have
you learned from the * Home Readings ' to
illustrate the topic this week " Take the
readings in their order, Monday esday,
and so on. Try it

OCTOBER 1.—*“OUR OWN CHURCH.”
Pealm 1120 140

Hose Reapises,
Christ and the Chireh. . Eph. &
the Church . Col. 1

4
10C0r. 12

rehat work . Acts?
opt. 20, The Church militant
Sept. 31 The Church triumphant

n
Sat.,

The holidys are over, the people have
returned to their homes from the woods, and
beach, and ocean shore ; and now for prac-
tical work for Christ and the church. We
have been worshipping in strange churches,
or in open air services for some time, and we
are thankful for the privilege. But now we
return to *our own church,” and resume
our religious duties in connection therewith.
And shall we not be more devoted, more
loyal, more faithful than ever we have been !
We ought. Invigorated in body, refreshed
in mind, with superabundant energy and
bouyaney—the stored-up forces of un ex-
tended vacation—we should be willing to
expend a portion of it to advance the great-
est cause that can cogage the attention of
men—the Church.

BISHOP SIMPSON'S MOTTO.

« We live to make owr own church a power
in the world, while e live to love every other
church that exalts onr Christ.”

Commit this noble sentiment to memory.
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Carry it from your memory into your heart
Convey it from your h 1, and give it s place
in your conduct Waork it out with wisdom
and enthusiasm, and great will be the results
to yourself and to the sphere of your mtlu
ence,  The motte expresses denominational
loyalty and interdenominational fratermity
We love our own roof that protects us, our
awn garden where the lowersgrow, our awn
trees where the birds sing, our own lear ones
whose affections are entwined about our
hearts.  We love our own sweet howe the
best.  But this does not prevent us from
loving our neighbor and granting to him the
vights which we claim for ourselves, and
wishing hitn well in his family coneerns. So,
while we love our own church with intense
and undying affection, we also seek to love
the church universal, and every branch of it
where the gospel is procivimed and the mis
wion of Christ s earvied forward That e
nominational loyalty in the safest and best
which declares: ¢ The world must be con
quered for Christ, and 1 love not only iy
own regiment, but every other that is carry
ing the battle to the gates

Ther | people who think
that the day of Christian unity can come
only by ignoring denominations Oth
with Bishop Simpson, that the desir
unity ean be brought about only by develop
ing in all the various branches of the church
so much of the spirit of Christ that without
formal action the work will be accomplished.
Let Christ rule in the heart of the individual
churches, and the church universal shall
beeome one, if not in external organization,
yet in spirit and aim as its nane happily
indicates

are some

THE CHURCH OF OUR CHOICE.

Young peaple, we should endeavor zeal-
ously and persistently to ke our own
church a power in the community where it
oxists—a moral and spiritual power. And
you may have thought how much of faith and
prayer and self-saerifl and loyal service,
and Godly living, this requires The church
of the future shall e largely what the young
people of to-day make it Do you see the
responsibility upon you ! Ohy, for the spirit
of the consecrnted fathers in Isracl to fall
upon the children ! In God's name be
serious and prepare for the t k committed
to you.  Don't stand indifferently by and
see the splendid work of the pioncers of
Methodism fall into ruins.  We have loft us
agrand heritage —a chureh well organized,
merically large, and spiritually powerful,
\tinue so ¢ We, the young people
of Methodism, must answer that questi
And what must our church be to maintain
its prestige and power It must, as one has
pointed out, have several characterist

1. It must be o revival church,
revival church merely in the sense of |.lnn||iu§
an evangelistic rmn,unuu for « number of
weeks in the year, but a church in which
abides the revival spirit, and where effort is
e constantly to lead wen from the king-
dom of darkness into the Kingdom of light.
Our church is the visible expression of a
revival, and we are not true to our traditions
if we neglect those means by which the revi-
val spirit is made prominent.

9. It must be a witnessing chwrch.  There
are two ways of witnessing for God, two
ways of showing the fact of conversion - the
witness of the lips, and the witness of the
life. Both should exist together. The char-
acter and conduct should indicate what the
words of the mouth express.  When there is
a difference between the two, both are dis-
credited,  Methodists have always felt it
their duty to tell to others what God had
done for their souls. In this respect the
early Methodists followed closely in the foot-
steps of the apostles. The word martyr
meant originally one who witnessed for
Christ.  The first disciples went about tellin
in simple lan e the story of Christ an
His salvation. 1f our church is to remain &

power in the world, wemust have a continu-




