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Bixty years ago the boys' school at
Pointe aux Trembles was built. The
building is of common red brick with
a4 stone foundation. It is a plain-
Yooking structure, four etoreye high,
somewhat weather-beaten, of course,
and time-worn. In those sixty years
thousands of boys have tumbled down
ite stairways, and played leap-rog in
its dormitories and along ite halls, We
were anxious to know in what condi
tion its foundations and walls would
be found when they would be uncover
ed, whether indeed it would be worth
repairing after such long yeurs of pub
lic service. But the report is, the old
building is all right, good for another
sixty years. If Montreal is built all
over as that old building has been, all
1 have to say is, it is a substantially
built city, the untempered mortar evil
not one of its evils.

But that is only one side of the city
It has other sides—what abouy ite other
eides? Any untempered mortar thersi
Is it & clean city? Is ‘t a healthy city?
Do ite citizens respect law and orderf
Have they due regard to-the powens that
bet Is it @ city of high ideais, or is
ite standard of education, moralily, e
ligion, low? Do the refuse of other
cities find refuge here? Konaves and
fools, beggare and burglars, rascality
and rowdyism, and all such -are they
&t home with uet Do ihe city's public
men, ite merchant princes, its men »f
wealth and influence, commend them
selves by their nobility of charact.r,
their sterling worth, and take high rank
among the same class of peopie in
other cities? If a city is to be greut in
the true eense, then t is :vervthing
that ite leading citizens be men tha
vommand the highest respect, are known
the world over for their publicepirited
ness, their benevolence, their business
integrity, their bhonorablenees and
broadmindedness. And, let it be eaid,
that as a city we have nmen that shine
out with a noble lustre, that are do
ing what they can to make Montreal
the great commercial @ity of the coun-
try, that live and work for what they
believe to be the best interests of the
people, une greatest public good. The
ecity is juetly proud of such citizens.

We are not to overlook the fact, how
ever, “ihat it is not the great and good
few in the places of influence and
vower that make a shining oity, but
the maes of the people, the every
bodies that, in their own little spheres
of usefulness are at work doing what
they can—it is they ~who build the
city’s truest greatness. Just as homely
mortar, commonplace cement, that your
hands and mine would not deign to
touch perhaps, serves so grand a pur-
pose in city-building: so, the common
people, the men and women down in
the humbler walks of life, that toil
and struggle there unrecognized, are
the real city-builders. It is they who
have made thie city what it is to-day,
and it is they, too, who today are mak-
ing it what it will be to-morrow. How
important, then, that the people be
something else to the city than untem-
pered mortar, that they be true and
loyal to ite highest interests, if the
oity is to be built up and stand.

Empire Builders
This is Dominfon-Day, the thirty-
ninth anniversary of Confederation, and

I feel it to be in place, in this union
service, to call attention to the fact.

of Canada? T have known no other
country. I want to kmow no other
country. I remember the first Dominion

ed to had no fwth in confederatiou,
and wany of wy breuwren lovked upon
it as an evil duy lor We Mantuue Fio-
vilces, but uow the umst 1  beleved
iu b as our vmly Wwue destiay, aud 1
uever believed .in it wore tuan 1 do
Wwday. God Biess C. dada, aud buila
ber upl

1 wave ouly tune tor & word or iwo,
but iu tuose iew worus 1 would like Lo
Gllplasize e lact, thal we are wol
ouly builaers, but empire builders, yes,
elpire-buildens, We are werefore L
sel before us, as sons aud dauguters
of um,du, Lue very uighest and woliest
patriotic ideals. Canads is ues.iued o
be an ewpire. ln size sud natural re-
BOWICes sle I8 an cuwipire uow. We
have the vast proportions and outliues
of an empire. Al we wani Lo ake
us 0 is uie people, and the people are
comiug. We waul, 00, imperial faih
and energy and loyalty.

A uote of warning is o place. It is
the prophet’'s. We sy never be au
elpire, Like a huge colossal Lower,
iu the process of buiidiug, we way fall
W pieces, ciushed under our own
weigit wud weskuess. We are not o
shut our eyes w the lact, that, from
the firet, we were made up of a great
Variely of nauonals waterials, as ditier
ent as they ocould be in race and creed.
And then emigration is not improving
luatters in that respect, but pouring in
upon us a most helerogeneous luase of
peoples of almost every race and tou
gue and faith. The problew, then,
and it is a serious one, is how to build
up these differeut peoples into a stroug
united unational life. And sball I not
way, in the language of the prophet,
that it all depeuds ou the quality of
the mortar!  This, of course, is com
posed of different ingredients forming
a ceent of the most unifyiug charac-
ter. But the chief of these ingredients
must be a pure gospel. Oaly the
truth as it is in Christ can cement
us together and so a great responsibil-
ity is laid upon Christian ohurches,
Anything else Lut the gospel will be
untempered mortar. We want it
lived and preached everywhere amoug
the people. Only thus can we hope to
be buiit up iuto a stroug united con
federation reaching forward to our true
destiny as one of the mations of the
earth.  Say, then, unto the empire-
builders of Canada; eay unto the poli
ticiane, who, in their own ways are
daubing things with untempered mor
tar, covering up flaws and oracks by a
weak legislation, that there is a bna-
tional policy tha4 shall fall. Only
God's truth will stand. Only Christ
is the rock for Canada to build on.

THE INSTINCT OF MENDACITY,

“T'here is a sense,” remarks President
(. Stanley Hall, the eminent peycholo
gist and etudent of child-life, “in which
everybody lies more or less.” As if this
statement were not in iteelf sufficiently
startling, he goes on to eay: “I am in
clined to believe that about all children
sometimes lie; that not a few pass
through a etage, often prolonged, when
they prefer the lie to the truth, while
in a few this trait persists through life,”

The “instinet of mendacity,” it seems,
is not neceesarily injurione. It may
even be beneficial up to » certain point.
In the case of children, it contributes
to the making of -a powerful and
healthy imagination. “When a boy of
two or three,” obeerves President Hall,
“rushes into the house with beaming
eyes and saye he saw a horse with one
horn on his head, a dog as big as a
house, or that God met him on the
lawn and told him not to pick flowers,
that he had been up to the moon—and
these are real cases—he has perhape
juet discovered for the firet time that
he can really say things that have no
basie in reality. This marks the mo
ment of the conscious birth of the im
agination.”—Current

SPARKS FROM OTHER ANVILS,

Cumberland Presbyterian:—One of the
unsatisfactory results of modern evan
gelistic work arises from the temptation
tw count, from the tendency to talk and
act as if a large number of professions
of faith were the chief end of the evan-
gelistic movement. @e are glad to notice
that there are leading evangelists of our
times who discourage this tendency to
“‘count noses.”

Herald and Presbyter:—Young men
need Christ so that, whether rich or
poor, whether in prosperity or adversity,
in sickness or in health, in temptation
or trial, or in the ab¢nding buoyancies
of life, Christ may be for help and
strength, for keeping and directing grace.
Let every young man seek and accept
the diviue salvation. Let every Christian
young man honor Christ in an abiding
spirit ¢ Yevotion.

Philade phia Westminster:—We often
pray as it the Lord were the main ob
struction to our salvation. Give us thy
spirit, is the burden of so many Christ
ians, forgetting that the BSpirit is ever
being offered without reserve.  Better
ask that wer be made receptive. In that
lies the secret of conversion.

Methodist Protestant:—When a minis
ter thinks it good policy “to be all things
to all men,” he must remember that it
does not inelude being mean or bad, or
envious or narrow-inded. A minister
caunot afford to be polite for profit, nor
yield his personality to a wrong ocause.

United Presbyterian:—Many young peo-
ple’s societies are su only in name. The
old heads run them, do the talking, do
the planning, do the bossing, do the
boasting.

Christian Guardian:—1f God has set
you at some lonely furrow, and so far
there has come no word of human com
mendation, aud there is yet no sign of
any good accruing to the race from your
lone wil, it is well to bear in mind that
the long, weary years of our endurance
way be all too short for the harvest of
the Lord. God’s servants learn to wait,
and whether at last we stand triumphant
amid a waving harvest, or alone upon a
barren hillside, which we have tried to
sow, it will be well with us if when God
comes, he finds us doing in faith the
work He Himself has given us to do.

DIVINE SOVEREIGNTY.

The doctrine of election has often suf
fered at the hands of its friends who
sought to define or to defend it, but it
has not forfeited its rightful place in a
sane system of theology or of philosophy.
It has just the samne large and rightful
place in our system of thinking that God
Himself has in ruling the universe to
His own wise ends. As long as God is
an article in our faith, sovereignty must
have a place in our thinking.

Natural scientists have called our
grateful attention to the uniformity ~of
nature, to its unbending adherence to
law and its persistent pursuit of its own
plans. The machinery of forms and of
forces was set thousands of years ago to
produce the exact situation which ob
tains today. Exisung conditions deter
mine with unfailing certainty what is
going to be one thousand years from
now. Our inability to forecast that fut-
ure does not render it precarious or in-
definite. There is a foreordination of
stages and results in nature which exact
ly corresponds to what the Scriptures
say about the predeterminations of grace

ny.

Every good hope is anchored to the
assurance that God knows what He
wants, and that He is able to keep the
piritual and poral i which
we have deposited in His keeping. A
god who is not sovereign cannot ask for

nor ocan he promise to answer
prayer.
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