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$1.500 a year, with office and travelling
«xpenses, and he would enter on  his
duties in Toronto on Sept. lst next.

Rev. Dr. Neil supported the nom-
ination because mo man  who had a
congregation ecould do the secrstarinl
work of the commission, and the neces
sity of the work demanded a capable
‘man.  They had the best plans of any
church on earth, but no church had
such poor machinery to carry out its
work.

Dr. Scrimger supported the motion,
saying the Sunday school work should
be carried on more syst matically and
soclally, and  tue  nominee  possessol
M meoasure (Vf common  sense
and great organizing ability.

Rev. K. Scott, of Montreal, also
epoke in favor of it, and 4he motion
was unanimously adopted.

The appointment of an  official in
Winnipeg to take dharge of the financial
work of that synod was recommended
by a committee, of which Dr. Patrick
was conven'r. It placed the salary at
$1,600 and office expenses at $i00 per
amnum, and the question was referred
to a special committee named by the
modertor.

Separate School Question.

The Separate school question came up
on the following notice of motion, fil-
ed by Rev. R. G. MacBeth, of Paris:

“Ie  General Assembly realiivms
on motion of the late Principal Caven,
seconded by the late Principal Kina.'m
regard to Scparate schools, by llu-lum_\g
that such schools are inimical to a unit-
ed condition of citizenship, and by pro-
testing against the «stablishment or
perpetuation of Separate schools in
any part of our country unless they
are imperativily demanded by the Con-
federation  compact, by the terms
of the Constitution, or by the I'rgiuh-
tive action of the people most directly
concerned.”

The reading of the motion was re
ceived with applause.

Reception of Ministers.

The rt of the committee on the
recignior:p:f ministers did not go thwugh
without opposition.  The application t_lf
Rev. J. L. Skerrett, of St. Andrew’s
Church, Glasgow, was withdrawn, but
Principal Forrest made a fight on Rev.
MacFarlane, of the Church of Scotland.
He said the applicant had been mnploygd
irregularly in the presbytery of Barrie,
and had been told distinetly in February
last that he must get hi-dmrtiﬁmtn. Th:
reason why he had not done so was no
known to the presbytery. Dr. McLeod
of Barrie, said that Principal Forrest had
not presented the facts mrrectly. The
preshytery of Barrie did not think an-
other certificate necessary. The commit-
tee had refused the application, but an
amendment was carried permitting Mr.
MacFarlane's admission on condition that
he obtained his certificate.

The application of Rev. F. B. Chest-
nut was recommended on condition that
h~ file a written statement of his views
on infant baptism, Rev. G. D. Bayne,
presenting the report, said it was thought
that the applicant’s oninions should be
on record. in view of the way he vacillat-
ed in Hamilton preshytery. He had
changed his mind three or four times,
and should be asked to get it in writing.
Rev. Dr. Brvee said Mr. Chestnut’s hist-
ory indicated a great degree of conscien-
tiousness, and he’ was a very valuable
man. Dr. Sedgwick said there were good
men in every church. He had grave
doubts that such a man could be useful
in the Preshyterian Church, and hoped
the application would not be entertained.

Dr. Duval said that when a man had
wobbled five times' within a short space
of history, it would dignifv ‘he assembly

it it arranged that he did wobble any
more, ‘

The convener of the committee agreed
to drop the requirement of a written de-
claration of faith, and all of the applica-
tions were passed.

Scotch Delegation.

The evening session was chiefly devoted
to the reception of Dr. Norman MecLeod
and Rev. Milford Mitchell, the delegates
from the Church of Scotland. who were
warmly received and addressed the as-
sembly at length.

Dr.  Mitchell, after conveying the
greetings of the Scotch Church, congra-
tulated the assembly on the continued
suceess of the Church in Canada. Ife
was lost in wonder at the greatness of
the work in the North-West. Scotland
lad heen asked to furnish more men and
money. She wonld not send failures,
and a wave of religions indifference that
passed over the land had shortened the
supply of men. The quality was better
than ever, but there were now only as
many students all over the land as there
were in Edinburgh 40 years ago. But
there were signs of the two great
branches of the Church growing eloser
together. There were no Little England-
ers in the Church of Scotland: they be-
lieved in the Empire. They helieved that
the Preshyterian was the ideal church
government for a democratic country, and
in Canada the Church had a task suffi-
cient to awaken the ambition of any
church.

l
Growth of Imperial Spirit,

Dr. McLeod said there had been noth-
ing o remarkable as the growth of the
Imperial spirit. It animated every heart
in all the Empire, and no possession had
a greater place than Canada. In Secot-
land the people were still divided, but
the Church of Scotland was sound and
healthy, and its members were increasing
every year. In Canada the Church was
opening up a splendid destiny, and he
trusted that it would sueceed in moulding
the character of the people.

On motion of Principal Patrick and
Dr. Fletcher a resolution expressing the
gratification of the assembly at the visit
of the delegates and conveying its best
wishes to the Scottish Church was pass-
ed by a standing vote,

French Evangelization.

The report of the Board of French
Evangelization was presented by Dr. A.
J. Mowatt, of Montreal. The report
showed that the work had been fruitful
of spiritual results. Twenty-eight pastors
and ordained missionaries. five colportenrs
eight students and eatechists, and nine-
teen teachers have heen employed. The
average attendance of persons over 10
vears of age at 88 preaching stations in
43 mission fields and colportaze distriets
Yas been 1810, representing 712 families,
and 462 single per<sons not connected with
these families. There are 1,220 i

5
Mr. MacBeth's Motion.

Tt was almost the hour for adjournment
when Mr. MacBeth’s motion was reach-
ed on the order paper. As he rose iy
speak, Mr. A. G. Fagell, K.C.. of
Smith's Falls, drew attention to the fact
that the .resolution was inaceurate, in
that it referred to the position taken on
the school question by the assembly in
1896 as unanimons. He was present at
that time, and the assembly was not un-
animous. Mr. MacBeth argned that the
word should he stricken ont, hut Mr. Far-
rell insisted that it would necessitate the
giving of a new notice of motion.

Rev. Robt. Campbell pointed ont that
the ohiection was not well taken, and
Rev. Wm. Martin, of Exeter, said it was
unfortunate that the House was so small,
and thought that consideration of the mo-
ion «honld he postnoned. He moved that
it be laid on the table, amid cries of
“Next year.”

Principal Serimger said it would be un-
fortunate if the motion to lay on the
table were carried, as it wonld create a
most erroneous impression, He was  in-
terrupted by ecries of “‘vote” and Rev,
Roderidk  MeLeod. of Ripley. seconded
Mr. Martin’s motion to lay the matter
over, which was earried hy a large ma-
jority, almost all the leaders of the as-
sembly voting in the affirmative.

The maiority of the commissioners had
left for their homes by noon, and it was
a slim house that carried on the husiness
this afternoon. A large amount of work
was done, however, and great unanimity
marked the proceedings,

Rev. Dr. Somerville, secretary of the
Business  Committee, in presenting the
docket for the day’s business, intimated
that it could be cleared off and  an ad-
journment reached before night. A tangle
was encountered, however, in the report
of the Committee on Statisties, which
was before the House for the third time.
1t recommended that columns he added
to the financial statement, to show the
contributions of preshvteries to the dif-
ferent schemes of the Church. Rev, Dr.
Somerville opposed anv change in the dir-
ection of enlarging the statement, as it
would hecome entirely ton unwieldy, On
his motion action was deferred until next
vear, A similar motion directing  the
committee to confine the figures to one
rage was also referred back. and the re-
port as amended was adopted,

Prof. Ballantyne presented the report
on the admission of students, which was
adopted with a few modifieations.  Prin-
cipal Patrick said he knew of nothing
worse than  extra-meral studv, The re-
sulte in Manitoba Colleze had been most
satisfactory, and he denreeated any diree-
tion to students to take such a course.

Churches and Manses.
The Churcn and Manse vwlaing Fund
report was presented by Prof. Baird. Lue
fi 1

cants, of whom 186 have been added aur-
ing the year; 917 scholars in the Sunday ¥
school, and 558 in the mission schools,
snd of the latter 268 came from Roman
Catholie homes. Fighteen hundred and
forty-eight copies of the Scriptures and
20,044 veligions tracts and papers have
been distributed. The fields contributed
25,481, and the schools $2,175, a total of

7,656,

In moving the adoption of the report,
Rev. John McKay said the Roman Cath-
olic Church was a great agency for good
in French Canada. There was found
genuine devotion, not exceeded in other
parts of the country. The priests said
they could not hold the people. Count-
less numbers were leaving the Roman
Catholic Church, and that was the great
problem of the country.

The motion was supported by Dr. F.
. Kelly, who drew a dark picture of
the condition of Preshvterian missions
in Quebee, and appealed for $50 from
every church in Canada.

E. H. Brandt, principal of the Pointe
sux Trembles School, luded the ses-
his work,

tat t showed Pts of $35,-
65067 and payments $0,24381, leaving a
balance of 343686,  Lue past year has
been one of considerable activity in the
building of churches and manses. The
number assisted was 46 by way of loan
and 19 by way of grants, a total of 65,
which marks an increase of rather more
than 50 per cent over last year, and is a
record very much in advance of any ear-
lier year. Of the 19 grants made during
the year the largest sum was $200, and the
average was $126.  Kepayments of loans
advanced in former years have been made
at a very satisfactory rate during the
past 12 months,  Seventy congregations
have made payments of principal or in-
terest, or both, and the amount returned
in this way to the treasury has been $12,-
640.04, a sum considerably larger than in
any previous year.

The adoption was moved by Principal
Gordon, secretary of the committee in its
earlier years, and carried.

Terms in Theological Colleges.

An overture from the Synod of British
Columbia prayed that the term in theo-
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