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the boy's mind is determined. A difficulty

exists in only a small proportion; a large

majority have alread)' selected careers, and the

work of the sixteenth and seventeenth years

should be determined by this choice, whether

professional, commercial, academic, or the Ser-

vices. The classical, modern, and scientific

departments of the schools now meet these

demands.

The profession of which I can speak is in a

serious quandary. With the rapid development

of science the subjects of study have become

so multiplied that the curriculum is over-

burdened, and the five years is found to be in-

sufficient. Men come up later, remain longer,

and the twenty-fifth or twenty-seventh year is

reached before the qualification to practise is

obtained. A measure of relief to this heavy

burden—and it is one not likely to lighten

during the next decade—is in your hands.

Devote the sixteenth and seventeenth vears to

the preliminary sciences—physics, chemistry,

and biology—and send us at eighteen men
fit to proceed at once with physiological

chemistry, physiology, and anatomy.

To do this three things are needed

:

teachers, laboratories, and a systematic organi-

sation of the courses.

I put the personnel first, as the man is more

important than his workshop. Your society

indicates the position which the science master
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