AUTHOR’S INTRODUCTION.

As the numbers became reduced of those who had entered the
county of Bruce as its first settlers, a desire prevailed that, ere it was
too late, an attempt be made to gather from their lips the story of
the pioneer days; as this, with an accurate narrative of the early
evolution' of Bruce, must be obtained, if ever, before those who had
been the active participants had passed away. In the preface to the
Atlas of the County, published by H. Belden & Co., in 1880, is to be
found the first effort made in this direction. This Atlas, however,
was an expensive volume, and is in the possession of but few, and
the historical sketch contained therein is but little known. In 1896
the County Council offered a prize of $50 for the best paper on the
history of the county. In response to this, two papers were submitted,
one written by John McNabb, the other by the author of this volume.
Both of these papers were considered to possess such merit that the
Council offered to give to each of the writers the prize offered,
provided that two additional chapters be written—one on the
Schools of Bruce, and the other on the Militia and Volunteers of the
County. These two chapters were supplied by the writer. After
paying the promised reward, the County Council let matters rest,
taking no steps to publish the manuscripts submitted. From the
foregoing it may be seen that a knowledge of any historical facts
relating to the county has been largely confined to the recollections
of the oldest inhabitants, and to them only. -

The two historical sketches above referred to were prepared along
different lines. Mr. McNabb wrote largely of the history of the
several minor municipalities. The other sketch was a continuous
historical narrative of the county as a whole. Perceiving that each
form possessed merits the other had not, and thinking that a larger

work combining these two forms would cover every historical feature
) iii




