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resolutions to wmTaiit that cnniention. In
reading Ihe lesithitli.i's assigning io the lc^|..

latnrcH of the provliiecM the snlijects wlilclr
they (onlil coulrol. 1 tind tlii-< laid down :

The local leRlslature shall have power to make
laws respecting the following subjects :—

.\ni(M!K tliche l.s ;

Education, saving the rights nnd prlvllogen
which the I'roto.stant or Catholic miiinrlty In both
Canadus may possess as to their donoiiilnutlonal
schools at the time when the union goes Into
operation.

;

iliit It says nothing aliont ilie s.iiih' rl^hl
lieing e\ie;i(li'(l to aiiy oMier |)r..vin(e that '

may como In. That was the solemn under-
.slaiiilln^' coiiii t<i w iieii lliesi- nsoluilou.s
went to the HiMiK (iovernnient as a basis I

Tor legi.slniion. i;ui wi- are told to-d ly :
j

"Oh, out liie IM'illsii North Anierlcii Act
says so-and-so." Ii. llie h gislniiue cm- iicn.
irentleni.in Kit np and conlended tliai Ihe
Kill th;it passed the Iiuiierial rarllaiiient
should not become law until It was submlt-
ti'd to the I'arlliuiieiit ot Canada, ami ihe
Parliament of Canada liad iin oiiportuniiy of
expressing its o])ininn upon li. and either
assenliiiy: to or diys.'ntiiiic fi'om it ; and also
until tiiere wiis an appeal to the people upm
it. One reason lie gave for tliat x-iew was:
We know by experience, ho said, that it some-
times liappens that we make laws on certain
lines; luil if. .after llie,s(> laws liave heen
niiule and beeonie eciusiitntioual laws, (pr-
tain provisions are fiPiind in them tliat won'
never coutemplatiMl, we ouglit to have som"
opiKirtniiliy of exainliiinL;' tlieiu lief.nc we are
asked to n.ssent to tlieiii. In oiiposifioii to
that, tlio AttoriK^v <!eiii'i'al, A\-ho was afiei-
wards Sir George Cartier, spoke as follows :

In reply to what the hon, momhor for Iloehe-
laga has Ju.st said, I shall merely tell the hon
members of this House that they need not tal:
any alarm at the apprehensions and the predli •

tlons that the hon. gentleman has made.

That was the danger of something creeping
into the law which It was never contem-
plated should be embodied In It.

I have already declared, In my own name
and on behalf of the Government, that the dele-
gates who go to England and will accept from
the Imperial Government no .\ct but one based
on the resolutions voted by this House, and
they win not break faith In ordrr to bring back
any otiier. (Hear, hear). I will pledge my hon-
our and that of the Government to that effect,
and I trust my word of honour will, at least,
have as much weight with the House and the
country as that of the hon. member for Hoche-
laga. (Cheers).

And it was accepted on that ground, but
there was the resolution, there was what
the provincial legislature was to have, the
right to control education, save only as re-
gards the compact entered into between the
two Canadas. But nftorwards. in clause 93
of the British North America Act, an im-
provement was introduced that goes even
further than that. It says :

!
All the powers, privileges and duties at the

union by law conferred and Imposed In I'pper
t'ftuada on the separate schools and sphnril trus-
tees of the Queen's Uoniun Catholic Miibjects
shall be, and the same are hereby extended to
the dissentient schools of the tiuoen'g Protestant
and Uoman Catholics In Quebec,
Where In any province a system of separate or

dissentient schools exists by law at the union,—
Tliat only apiilied to the two Can.id.is. Cp-
jier and Lower Canada, and it diil not con-
lemiiliile any olln'r picivlnce. |i djij not
loiiieniphite that tlu. resoiiition i iiave read
sliiuld (wteiid to any otiier iirovlnee. It did

I not ((iiiiemplate that it was to extend to
provinces coming afterwards into tlie union.
It says :

I Where In any provinro a system of separate or
j

dissentient schools exl.stn by law at the union
or l.s thereafter established by th(' legislature of

' the province, an appeal shall lie to tho Governor
General In Council.

That does not giv.' the right to establish
tlieiM and then say tliat, onee esiahlislied,
they are never to be dislurlieil afterwards.
Now, Hie delegates who Were jiciiin;- on be-
lialf of .Maiiitolia were not satisfied with

j

what liJid t.ilicn jilare ill New Utiiiiswiek

I

about education, and tliey wanted to pass
'a law wliieli would j^o further Hum tlie Bri-
\

tish .N'oidi America Act went, and seeure for
:
tlieiiiselves greater powers and iiiijirov.'
llieir iiosiiioii. Tliey passed wliai is kiown

;

as the Manitoba Act. Here is the clause of
1
that Act apiilynig to t'le su'i.i(>ct :

In and for the province of Manitoba the said
' legislature may exclusively make laws in rela-
tion to education, subject and according to the
following provisions :—
Nothing In any such law shall prejudi'-laily

affect any right or privilege with respect to de-
nominational schools which any class of persons
'lave by law or practice in tho province at tho
iiion.

'Ihey went further than the British North
.Vmerica Act. because that Act onlv provid-
ed that they shall enjoy what they liave at
tlio time of the union. But it was changed
because of tho New Brunswick case. The
minority had not tlie right to have separate
seliools in law, and, therefore, that right
eeuld not be given back to tlieiii. The minor-
ity should en.1oy the right whicli they had
on going into the union. Is iiny riglit 'taken
away from them wliich they en.ioyed whoa
they came into the union V Did "tlio Privy
U'euneil say .so ? Tlio Privy Council did not
say anything of the kind. Tlie Roman Catho-

I

lie minority In Manitoba had not that right
i

in practice, because' there were no separate
s( hools tliere in practice ; they had what is

j

ki;owu as parochial seliools,
' which they

j

might establish 'o-day upon the same basis.

I

And. therefore, we are not going beyond the
\

bound of reason, when we say tliat they
! h.Tve not the right, under the Act providing
' foi' the incorporation of Manitoba into con-
federation, to appeal against the Manitoba
statute which did away with separate


