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and a warlike—a characterized peofde. But have they

not become ignoble and rapacipiis, tame to"* fordgn

insult and spoliation, and intractaUe to legitimate

authority?^ commerce is their national bond of

union, is not knavery their predominant national

characteristrc ? That trade, which seems to be their

sole pursuit, unless disciplined, within due bounds,

will lead firom base submisaon to bloody hoa^ties

and inevitaUe destructicni. .^f d . . Ijsj ,/ *

It has long been a &vourite opinion with several,

distinguished men here, and particularly with Cardi«;

nalMaury, that it would not be impossible to substi-

tute die Catholic idigion for the deplorable deluge

of creeds that has flowed upon th^i^ wi|h what they

call toleration; and ^ French language for the

German, Irish, English, and <itfaer dialects that pie-

vaU. French is now the most genend language of

the milized nations of the world. The Engli^ cor

loMes are the only parts of the globe, in which it is

probable the Engli^ tongue will be pieserved : and
as it would contribute greatly to the £icilities of inter-

national intercouhe, that at least the civilized por-

tions of the earth should spesik the same language, I

eannot consider it an unreasonabte requisition of the
Americans to adopt French as their vernacular. Do
you believe the opposition to this change would be in-

surmouBtaWc? Their neighbours of Canada bid
Loubiana have already this advantage, which the in-

habitants of the states might easily acquire. I wish-

cd| to have conversed with you on this subject, and
some others of a similar kind ; buti my indisposition

M»d your short stay m t.ii^, deprived me of the

opportumty.
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