
fiomc lion. MK.MBKHS. llPiir. liMr.

Mr. IlOKKr.N (llnllfiix). TUe Mliilstrr of

Flnnncv dIU not ii"'<e no iitienuouitly us on

fome piict oci'iisiiiim .iit-iio Hint our pios-

poflly !« line to tlie so.ornmPiit, lie trents

of tliat phiisp 111 very moilerato ti-riiis iii-

dtetl. Ill fact, the tcnns of lils »ppi>(li •"

tluit rejsnid iiie In very utroiii: ooiiliiist to

n ri'i'eiit delivenince of tlio Minister of

Miirhie (Hon. Mr. rr.'fontnlne) In Montreal

in wlilfli he remarked that the prospnrity

of Cnnaila vvii- entirely due to the Klel.llii^'

tariff, foiniiiir from a gentleman of the

position of the Minister of Marine ami Fish-

eries, that was hardly a worthy statement

—It partakes more of the character of n

patent medicine advertisement than of the

ntterance which we might hope to hear

from a pentleman <" cnpylnK the high posi-

tion of head of one of the departments of

state In Canada. It Is perfectly evident

that in Uie view of the Minister of Marine,

the nifht Hon. Mr. Chaml>erhiln has taken

an entirely erroneous view of the con-

dition of affairs in Canada. At the recent

colonial conference Mr. Chamberlain refer-

liiif; to the prosperity of Canada and the

increase of Canada's trade from 1800 to

190-2 spoke In this way :

The total imports of Canada Increased In tliat

period 14,500,OC0 pounds sterlinR, or at the rate

of 62 per cent. That shows the enormous In-

creased prosperity In the Dominion : It shows

how the energy of Us Inhabitants is developing

Its trade.
]

And when yon come to think of it. I sup-

1

pose some credit Is due to the business

capacity and energy of the people of this

country. For my part I have never been

able to find out the exact nature of the

changes in the tariff of 18!»" to which the

prosperity of Canada during the past few

\cars has been due. I have Inquired as to

that across the floor of the Hr.use on a

great many occasions and I have never got

a definite or satisfactory reply. I believe

that the people of Canada are entitled to

some of the credit for the increased trade

and the Increased prosperity of this country

during the past six years, although It Is

quite true that speakers on the other side

of the House, both In this Chamber and

throughout the country affect to believe In

an entirely different reason for our pros-

perity. If the government does not adopt

my view on this question; If melr friends

do not adopt that view; If they do not ajtree

with the bon. memb«'r for North Norfolk

(Mr. Charlton) who said that the prosperity

of Canada was due to causes beyond the

control of any government; If they do not

believe In that, then Sir, they are altogether

too modest, because while Uiey have In-

creased the trade of Caiiad^^y $1*4,000,000

since l«Ki, look wha^^e Fielding tariff

has done for the wor^^fhe following table

shows how the tr.i^Pof other countri"S haa

Increased durln-^- the same period :

Increase.

1896 to 1902, Oreat Britain JSOO.OOfl.OOO

1896 to 1902, United States 700,000,000

189*; to 1900, New South Wales 60.000,000

1896 to 1900, Victoria 3;i .000.000

1896 to 1900, New Zealand 35,000,000

1896 to 1900, Australian Common-
wealth I4.',ooo.ono

1896 to 1900, West Australia 20.000,000

1896 to 1900, Argentine 40,000,Df>0

1896 to 1900, Chill 134.6sO,000

1893 to 1900. France 6S0,000.000

1896 to 1901, Germany 332,000,000

1896 to 1901, Mexico ,40.000.000

1896 to 1902, Canada 184,885,084

I do not suppose, speaking In sober reality,

that any of these genti len across tlie floor

claim that the Incre. -s In those different

countries are due to the tariff brought down

In 18ft7 by the Hon. Mr. Fielding. But

may It not bo truly claimed with regard

to these different countries, that the advent

of the Canadian Liberals to power In 1890 Is

as much responsible for the linprove<I condi-

tion of trade In the whole civilized world as

for tho prosperous condition which fortun-

ately has prevailed In Canada from j89<! to

1002.

Let me make one more observation to my
hon. friend the Finance Minister. He seems

to take it for granted that as the Imports

to this country have Increased to an enor-

mous extent since ISflO. we are to find In that

a necessary Indication of prosperity. Sir I

take issue with my hDii. friend on that

point. I say that increased Imports may
accompany but do not/fiecessarlly indicate

Increased prosperity. /l.iOOk at the condition

of affairs In Canada to-day. We produce

from JT.W.OOO.OOO to $800,000,000 of manu-

factured goods, counting everything as a


