
the Provincial l«ij:is!aturos the disposition, under the reooKnized

parliamentary safeguards, of '' o iiior. v w> K'.civod.

For the Dominican, Vkm .. il ha.-, the w^w-y to do so. to

enter upon the tifld of acti.m n seiv.w for the i'rovinces, would

n<iesj:ai-i!y tend towtu- 1> tlie disruption of the very Ixuiis of

Confederation.

Ai tiie time the bill was introduced there was a bye-ek'ction

in the riding of South Renfrew, and platform supporters of the

Bordin C.overnment. under the KeM< ral h-aiership of Hon. Mr.

Cochrane, indicated t<< the clc<tors in the widely separated

conuni ;iitieb which compose that ridin^r. the prospect (;f handsome

exiwnditures on tlie highways at the bands ui the Ottawa govern-

ment. As a matter of fact, sufficient pron^ises were made

by Tory heeleis in this election to spend half of the total

Good Roads vote for roada in Renfrew South, provided, of

course, the Tory candidate was elected. The Liberal candi-

date, lion. Geo. P. (Jraham, was nevertheless elected.

THE BILL IN PARLIAMENT.

In the course of the debates on the bill, the Liberal i)arlia-

mentary party took a firm si and aRainst any invasion by the

Dominion Government of the Provincial field. The Rorden

Government, however, insisted thai winlo the m(.>ney might be

divided accordino; to the population of the Provinces, the ex-

penditure of it must be left under its own ' solute and

exclusive control,

WHAT THE SENATE DID.

The Senate, by the action of its I^iberal majority, twice

afTirmeu its wimn^nec^s to pass the .measure, commending the

intention to devote considerable sums lo the improvement of

hiixhways, but always upon condition that the expenditure of

money 'upon objects recognized to be within the Provinci 1

function and outside the Dominion function should be left to

the initiative an<i responsibility of the Provincial legislatures.

The ^^eni'ti-'s amiMi<lments in thi.s sen.se were twice refused

by the Roixh n Go'vrnment and its majority support in the

Hou.v- of Commons, whose oi'ject and intention plainly was

that the jK-ivr and patro.'uige ir- idental to the performance of

this purely Provincial work should be kept in their own handss


