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landers, side by side in the common cause and

the common field, to say to them, "Our coun-

try, just as yours, has self»j;ovemment within

the Empire."

I know that there is a great softening of

feeling with regard to Ireland. I know there

is not the same bitterness which there used to

be. I know that men of all parties recognise

that there is an Irish question. How well I

remember, when I came in here as a boy nearly

thirty-four years ago, that people used to say,

"Oh, the curse of Ireland is the agitator, and

but for the agitator Ireland would be at rest

and peace."

Never, surely, was there a greater fallacy

than that. It i^ not the agitator that makes

the agitation in Ireland or anywhere else; it

is the unrest amongst the people, and their

discontent, which make the agitators. For

thirty-four years I have been begging the peo-

ple of this country here to prepare for the

danger which now confronts them, by trusting

Ireland.

For many years my own father on this very

bench preached the same thing, and pleaded

the same cause, and if nothing is done, when
we are all dead and gone, and the whole per-

sonnel of this house is changed, when a new


