
i3» THREE HUNDRED AND ONE THINGS

Hi«. Ay.Ztm.anditinaybekept; butthttesadteMm
wffl change to sighs of joy when I have toM thee aU. Then
thou wih bless the vow which brings thee sorrow now.n^ ^^/Pf^ I Tell me what joy canst thou give

J ?!i*f,«^«'
like mine I Give me not too much hope

;

for If It fell, despair thou canst not banish wiU cast a deeper
gloom o'er this poor heart. Now, tell me aU.
Hek. Cahn thyself, poor child ; it wiU be weU with

tnee, and thou shak yet blossom in thy loveliness beside thehwt thou hast won. I will tell thee the true tale of thv
fan- mother's life. She toved and wed a stranger, and thiuwon the hatred of her Moorish kindred, who sought to win
h«- for their prince's bride. And when she fled away
with hira to whom her true heart's love was given they

''S^i^'^/*?^* ^**" I»«*^ *^y '• ^ d^I*d
?T*,*^-^w*'?>*^'" P*™^<* »>ra^^y on t»»e fi«ld of
battle, and left his child to me. I stood beside thy mother's
ayiag bed, and vowed to guard her babe tiU thou wert
safe among thy Mooiish kindred. I have watched thee
wen. and thou art worthy all the happiness thy true heart
hath won. Bernardo of Castile is but thy mother's friend

;

tby father was an English lord, and thou canst keep thyvow and yet wed the brave young Englishman who hathwon thy love.

Zara. Heaven pardon this wild, wilful heart that should
mourn the sorrow sent, when such deep joy as this is
given. Ah. father, how can I best thank thee for the
blessed comfort thou hast given ?

Her. Thy joy. dear child, is my reward. When thou^ T u^/^ ^"^ *^°" ^°^^*' ™y ^^^ on earth is done,
and I shall pass away with happy thoughts of the sweet
flower that bloomed beside the old man's path through life
auti cheered it with her love. Bless thee, my Zara andmay the spint of thy mother watch above thee in the happy
home thou hast gained b^ hy noble sacrifice.
Zaka Oh, father, nu. . he joy thy words have brought

me brighten thine own i.e as they have mine. The
blessmgs of a happy heart be on thee. FareweU. father

!

[Kneels, kisses his hand. ExiL
CURTAIN


