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she first came; I have often been very near it. Ahl Did
you find the letter, my bird ? Did you find Madeline herself
waitmg for you and expecting you? Did you find that she
had not quite forgotten her friend and nurse and sweet com-
panion ? Why, this is almost the best of all !

"

"Come, come," said Ned. " Frank will be jealous, and we
shall have some cutting of throats before dinner."

« "o^®", ^^^ *^ ^^^ ^'^ *^*y> Ned, let him take her away.
Madelme s in the next room. Let all the lovers get out of
the way, and talk among themselves, if they've anything to
say. Turn 'em out, Ned, every one! " ^ e

Brother Charles began the clearance by leading the blush-
mg girl to the door, and dismissing her with a kiss. Frank
was not very slow to follow, and Nicholas had disappeared
first of all. So there only remained Mrs. Nickleby and Miss
La Creevy, who were both sobbing heartily; the two brothers;
and Tun Lmkmwater, who now came in to shake hands
with everybody, his round face all radiant and beaming with
smiles. *

" Well, Tim Linkinwater, sir," said brother Charles, who
was^ always spokesman, " now the young folks are happy,

" You didn't keep 'em in suspense as long as you said you
would though," returned Tim, archly. " Why, Mr. Nickleby
and Mr. Frank were to have been in your room for I don't
know how long; and I don't know what you weren't to have
told them before you came out with the truth."
"Now, did you ever know such a villain as this, Ned? "

said the old gentleman, " did you ever know such a villain
as Tun Lmkmwater? He accusing me of being impatient,
and he the very man who has been wearying us morning
noon, and night, and torturing us for leave to go and tellem what was m stcre, before our plans were half complete
or we had ananged a single thing. A treacherous dogi "

'

So he IS, brother Charles," returned Ned, "Tim is a
treacherous dog. Tim is not to be trusted. Tim is a wild
young fellow. He wants gravity and steadiness; he must
sow his wild oats, and then perhaps he'll become in time a
respectable member of society."

This being one of the standing jokes between the old
fellows and Tim, they all three laughed very hea^-^qy, and
might have laughed much longer, but that the Brothers


