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It is not an easy matter to arrive at the total amount annually paid out for fuel by the people
f Ontario I'he quantity and cost of the coal consumed ean be ascertaine h muech exactne
since it is practically all imported from a foreign country and the tigyres are therefore to be found
in the trade and navigation tables, but the production and consumption of wood, which constitute
the source of heat for one-half the population or more, 18 not so easy to estimate \
attempt, however, may be made \ccording to the census of 1901 the population of Ontari
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the Province 'he bulk of the pe 1,246,969 in number, are classed as **rural wmd ar
made up of the farming community and those living in hamlets and ¢ ill to b
incorporated as separate municipalities In view of the ginally wooded condition of
the country, it is probably within the mark to assume that wood is still the fuel mainly used by
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rural population. True, much wood is used ir
coal in the country ; but roughly speaking, urban dwellers are users of coal and country dwel
lers of wood Now, taking into account all the purposes for which w 118 vm;‘lwyul as fuel,
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