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Pole. Dr Nansen formed the bold design of 
carrying a ship under steam into one of the 
currents of the Far North, allowing it to freeze 
in, and then trusting to the polar drift to do the 
rest. The adventures of Nansen and his men 
in this enterprise are so well known as scarcely 
to need recital. A stout wooden vessel of four 
hundred tons, the Fram (or the Forwards), was 
specially constructed to withstand the grip of the 
polar ice. In 1893 she sailed from Norway 
and made her way by the Kara Sea to the 
New Siberian Islands. In October, the Fram 
froze into the ice and there she remained for 
three years, drifting slowly forwards in the heart 
of the vast mass. Her rudder and propeller 
were unshipped and taken inboard, her engine 
was taken to pieces and packed away, while 
on her deck a windmill was erected to generate 
electric power. In this situation, snugly on 
board their stout ship, Nansen and his crew 
settled down into the unbroken night of the 
Arctic winter. The ice that surrounded them 
was twelve feet thick, and escape from it, even 
had they desired it, would have been impossible. 
They watched eagerly the direction of their 
drift, worked out by observation of the stars. 
For the first few weeks, propelled by northern 
winds, the Fram moved southwards. Then


