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an acrexir vn up by the Attomoy-
<IfncraI o Uimlila, which pro-
vide! that f> , .afflc or the Grand
Trunk Pacirii! froMi Monctnn to Fort
neorjjp and fi-o-n IntPrvenlnit points,
dpMtlnpil for Vanc; jr. will reach the
commercial metropolm of the country
over tlio llnna or the Pacific Great Ena'.
ern. Ili-re 1« a con blnatlnn of condi-
tion* that ought to make honourable
Rentlemen reot Ratllled that •Here la

ample security to tho treabury of Brltliih

'"olumbla for every dollar K»aranteed to
le paid.

Deallntr vtth the line from Grand
Forks to the North opena up at once
a new vista of pnsslbllltlea. We have
on record In our archives and In our
vurldiis departments many different r.c-

counts of the Peace River Country, some
of them extendlnir back over fifty year*.
Many oi them are moat tnterestlngr. but
they all deal with the name theme,
namely, the wealth of that country. I

have yet to hear one single word that
has been said In favour of tne develop-
ment of this zone without having that
woi 1 associated with ihe building of a
railway. It Is this that the Govern nent
now proposes to provide. We have
watched with Increasing Interest the
settlement of the Peace River Country,
and we are advised on authority that In
one part of It several hundred people
settled there this year. We hear from
reliable sources at Edmonton that people
are ROlng Into f ' part of the country
not In hundreds, . In thousands. It

Is common knowlcdt,'<> that there Is a
very considerable settL-^ment there to-

day. It Is equally well known that,

with ,a view to havlns; their .<hare In the
benefits to be derived, the Government
of Alberta has very heavily tsslsted a
ro.ui from RilmTnton, whoso terminal
will be located In the Peace Rlvjr Coun-
try, and whose operations must be de-
signed to perform a very wholesome
wcrk In the expansion of that portion
of Alberta and Northern British Colum-
bia. Unquestionably, the Edmonton
merchant is alive to the business of
the Peace River Country, and he has
every right to be. He would not bo
entitled to a part In the business unless
he were a man fully alive to the pos-
sibilities of the right kind that might .

offer.

This I"j the reason, sir, why we should
bo spurred on to action. We should
conceive It to be In the general public
Interest that the Province of British

Columbia should not be behind In the
march of progresM ami should attack
without delay the proposal to build a
standard gauge road Into the Peace
Ulver Country and give to the people
>r Vancouver and Victoria and the ither
Southern sections of ine country every
advantafc-e that t.e plor-er section of
Pri'lMh Columbia has ri^ht to ex-
pect from the growth f \.',n new and
Kreat North.
The stories that rome to us with re-

gard to the Peice River Country i.iake
most Interesting- reading, but t would
he trespansInK upon the time of the
House If I attempted to relate any of
them. I wish to say, however, that
they have a tremendous bearing upon
the Issue. The coal fields of the Peace
River Country to be traversed by this
roa I are of undoubted valu^ _nd con-
siderable extent, and upon proper de-
velopment they promise to give to the
world thi. Treatest producing coal mines
extant. The quality of the product Is
not surpassed anywhere, and our In-
formation Is to the effect that there is
an abundance of It.

We are advised, too, that the Iron
deposits of British Columbia are of an
exce!Ient commercial luallty. Reports
have comt In mcently which go to show
that almost along the tracks of the line
there are almost lIMmltable Iron de-
tosits. from which the mineral may be
brought presently to a point where with
fu>l condltio.-is warranting, we stiall be
able to turn out an iron product second
to none on the continent of America.

But. In ai'dltlon to coal and ore de-
posits, we have extensive grazing lands,
^-^nderful timber belts and vast water-
wayt. All of these things seem to mo
to offer an trres.stable case that would
more than Justify the project to - 'lich
the Government proposes in this bill to
commit itself.

.Since It has been reported to *he Ad-
ministration that in four months' time,
or, at the moL ;, six months, the main
work of the Granr" Trunk Pacltis will
have been compU d, and upwards of
four or five the isand men will ha c
beer 'Jischarged from their 1ally voca-
tion, it will be a fortuna . thing for
the company and for these workmen e.s

well that, without having to leave the
Far North and seek a new field for
their labours, they can at once apply
them to the extension of the Pacific
Great Eastern into the Peace River
Country.


