eonﬂieﬂag claims on any stroom. 'ma ht of sourse pmiﬂ“
for aypnal to the court from any decision of the Bma

' It is therefore thou t that in 1te amiﬁmﬁan
of the Indian water-right clainms ard should be able to
give oconsideration, not only to the water-records of the In-

Giens in comparison with the water-records of the white nﬁtlars
adjacent to any reserve, but also to the special position of

the reserves Gue %o their historiec origin and more or lems ine
dependent pocition as above mentioneds The Board should give. '
theae m;g claims on behalf of the Indians special consiferation,
and shonld in parficular, and as far as possible, conmider, in

the oase of each resorve, the min::xm reasonable quantities of
strean flow required to patisfy the present and nE ive
naau of the Indians for 1o, irkigetion and other purposes.

For your Mﬁomuon it might be stated that oco-

epgrat ive surveys and investigations are now being made nien
he Indian reserves by engineers of the Dominion nnﬂ ovince,

; mﬁm‘ the direotion of Mr. Swan, of the Dominion §

#etric Survey, These surveys micht afferd the bas

~* able settlement above refsrred to. These surveys and mvu%

tions could be somewhat elaborated mo as to comply with any ine
structions which ‘the Provincial Water Board night wish to give in
order to bring the results into the form which tha Buard ight
dosire for the. purpose of its hearings.

: It 1s thought that the Dominion and vaincial nn--
gneera. who are carrying on this work, could in most osses ocomo °
& substantial ement upon all the esmential facks, such as
the area of irrisageﬁ and irrigsble lands upon the Indiem mmes;
. the minimum aveilable stream flow, the Indian popuiation on tha
© reserves and tho prohubla praaant requirmta.

Eﬂ B}aﬂng I wish to point out that Brg LEllis hau
intimated tha:b the Prwimm ‘Wator Board hed uprmmea ﬁaelf
-‘as hcmg oV ' by the view of its Attorney Beneral's
namely that sho Indien water olaims would be Mielﬁ :
hg it ureiy on the bagis of the records made. This means Shat

- 4n gome gages where the tgoior records were made by white u‘ktl@t‘

the Indians would be without water. It migh$ be advisable ﬁhum-» 1
fore to obtain from the British Columbie Government a conerete
statement #8 to whether the province would be prepared to a&jmt
"khe qaestion on the lines shove sus"aaﬁed.

f
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