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Student Christian Movement

Group develops Christian faith into life-style

BY JAMES McCALL

The Student Christian Movement,
after virtually expiring from lack of
student interest during the late
1960s, is attempting to become again
the force for social change it once
was.

When the SCM began in 1921, it
was the first student-run organiza-
tion on a Canadian university cam-
pus. Since then, it has tried to bring
together a theological and political
point of view dealing with social
issues.

Judy Shand, the current SCM
organizer at York University, said
“from our point of a view a
Christian’s life style must reflect his
faith. SCM helps people to develop
that political style.”

Shand is a United Church-
commissioned minister; she is train-
ed in religious education and pastoral
counselling but is not ordained, and
therefore is not permitted to per-
form the sacraments of the church.

The SCM is not exclusively for
Christians, according to a statement
made in 1971 by the then national
secretary of SCM, V.I. Goring.

“The Movement has always inter-
preted the “C” in its name to mean
only that the orientation of the SCM
is Christian. Individual members
have been Christian, agnostic with
an interest in Christianity and even
in many cases deliberately non-
Christian”.

This broad appeal to all people in-
terested in social change, however,

has been to some extent the SCM’s
own undoing: Shand explained,
“the SCM traditionally has been
the group that raises issues on Cana-
dian university campuses. The
radical political people took over the
issues in the late 1960s, and the SCM
just about died. There was a real
threat that we would be taken over
by the radical political groups.

‘“The SCM has been affiliated with
such groups as the NPD and the
Waffle. Now we’re trying to remain
unaffiliated”.

The SCM, at York since 1965, is
supported by the Anglican, United,
and Preshyterian Churches. But
Shand pointed out, ‘“‘we don’t exist
to convert people. Evangelism in a
good sense means education; in a
limited sense it is hard sell conver-
sion which I'm personally against.
“We take our mandate from the life
of Christ to support the opressed and
powerless, and to bring about a
realization of their own human
rights. In many instances that isn’t
any different from what other
groups do.

“We attempt to develop a com-
munity where people can express a
faith stance. The SCM doesn’t lay
heavy trips like if you don’t believe
this, you’re a sinner. No one is oblig-
ed to believe anything. We try to
bring an open spirit of discussion”.

Shand indicated a personal dislike
of the movement toward fundamen-
talist religious groups recently pop-
ular among young people, ‘“who get
their highs on Jesus on Sunday mor-
ning”’.
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Judy Shand, organizer of the SCM.

The appeal of these groups, accor-
ding to Shand is that they provide an
authoritarian approach which sets
definite limits and gives pat answers,
but does not seek self-criticism.

The SCM is attempting to bring a

Christian point of view that is in-

tellectually and academically sound
and that stands up to criticism, says
Shand. ‘‘Christ’s life is a model from
which to draw, not an easy blueprint.

“Christ’s concern for people is ex-
citing and appealing to me. There
will be points in time, when the law
of love has to transcend the laws of
the land.

“T would be prepared to be mili-
tant and radical as long as the con-
sequences are fairly clear, and
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questions are raised, such as who are
we serving, who do we have to
challenge, and who is going to get
stepped on.”

Since Shand started to work at

York on August 1, only a handful of
students have expressed an interest
in the SCM. Shand commented,
“we’re not in the numbers game, and
we're not attempting to be exclusive
or competitive with other groups”.

The SCM, according to Shand,
would be willing to cooperate with
other campus groups, both religious
and political, particularly concerning
issues such as the recent Indian
demonstrations in Ottawa for native
rights.

Regarding the proposed chapel at
York, Shand said, ‘““The SCM initially
opposed (the building of) the chapel.
We hope the space will be used for a
variety of purposes. We come from a
tradition that has too many empty
buildings that are only used on Sun-
day mornings.”

Students interested in the SCM
may contact Judy Shand in room
N105 of the Ross building. Do not
come looking for easy solutions to
problems, however. Says Shand,
“I’'m not prepared to lay answers on
anybody.”
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