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Out with the bad air in with the good

by Gazette staff

You could have lived here!

Apartment buildings in various
shapes and sizes are seen in the
skylines of cities and towns across
the nation. As more people move

into the city, available housing for
them diminishes. Builders trying to
cash in on the continuing urban
sprawl may disregard housing regula-
tions which in the long term could
make a difference.

[ visited several apartments and

houses near Dalhousie campus and
discovered some consistent house-
hold problems. The most consistent
problem was a lack of proper air cir-
culation. Everyone knows the re-
plenishment of oxygen is important.
Even with leaks in the interior frame-
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work around windows, a room needs
adequate circulation, which besides
replenishing oxygen, controls humid-
ity. Low levels of humidity can cause
discomfort while high levels can
cause condensation, promoting mold
and mildew on walls and in corners.

There isahouse on Harvey Street
built several decades ago with a Vic-
torian accent on the outside and
deteriorated structure on the inside.
The owner assures you the building
is safe, but what else can a sale-
minded ownersay? He hasan invest-
ment to protect and bleed.

As 1 walked through the crum-
bling hallways, I discovered the up-
stairs area had been especially tai-
lored to fit the definition of an apart-

ment. Complete kitchens were added
and a narrow hallway ran down to
the rooms. As I entered the kitchen
[ noticed aslight change in elevation
likely caused by the heavy stove and
refrigerator, or caused by the poorly
built floor.

Another apartment near campus
had a different problem. The poor
circulation of air was evident as well
as the peeling paint on the walls and
ceilings. Whether the paint was lead-
, 0il- or water-based, harmful roxins
can easily be transported to the lungs
through the air.

Curiously, I examined the hall-
ways and lecture halls around the
university. The only major problem
that could lurk here is the that of
adequate (or otherwise) air circula-
tion.

To find out more about the air
circulation at Dalhousie 1 went to
see Dr. William Louch, the safety
inspector. [ pictured walking into a

large luxurious office as safety, along
with air quality, should receive pri-
mary attention. However, | walked
into a small office surrounded with
reading materials, acomputerandan
air quality monitor.

Dalhousie University consumes
460 million KW/hours of energy
yearly, a portion of which goes to
providing a comfortable, productive
work environment. “According to
the American Society of Heating
Refrigerating and Air Conditioning
Engineers Inc. the ventilation sys-
tems must circulate a minimumof 20
per cent fresh air,” said Louch.

“Dal meets these requirements
and more,” he said. The society also
requires 10 air changes per hour in
animal care facilities or chemical
laboratories. In a typical circulation
system at Dal, air is drawn from out-
side and channelled through a
damper, filter, hot and cool coils.
Stale air from the building is chan-
nelled to the exterior as this process
takes place. A maximum of 80 per
cent is recycled to recover heat but
even with this large recovery rate,
carbon dioxide levels remain far be-
low the 800 ppm safety level.

Dr. Louch presented graphs of
the carbon levels in several locations
around the university. Most of the
levels were around 200 ppm. So it is
comforting to know around the uni-
versity we are breathing clean ac-
ceptable air.

So when hunting for an apart-
ment next year, keep an open eye
about the problems mentioned
above. It will help reduce illnesses
and maybe even increase your GPA,
giving you solid ground to stand on.
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