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science

-mail erotlca trlggers controversy
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Erotica-Bisexual are yours at the push
of a button.

Press a few keys in the Internet
computer network, and you are in-
vited to look through this file area,
Erotica. For some, it's a garden of de-
lights. Forothers, it'safield ripe for the
censor'’s blade.

Internet’s ostensible function is to
exchange academic and scientific in-
formation around the world. Butitalso
includes files on almost anything im-
aginable, including the stuff thatdrives
puritans mad.

“It’ssex education of the worstkind
for our kids,” says Dolina Smith, presi-
dent of Canadians for Decency, who
demand the removal of erotic material
from the Internet.

“[ think we have a responsibility t
the society.”

With the growth of Internet, the
ability to access such files has sparked
a debate over the propriety UIfUiIIi'll»
ter files. One question is whether the

elimination of these files is a breech of

“I think this freedom of
speech thing has been
carvied far too far.”

freedom of speech and information,
protected by the Charrer of Rights and
Freedoms.

‘[ think this freedom of speech

thing has been carried far too far,”
argues Smith. “Our families are going
down, all in the name of freedom of

speech.”

PRESENTS

Internet proponents and civil lib
ertarians would like to allow users ac
cess to all files without restriction.

A six-member University of Brit-
ish Columbia task force on the Appro-
priate Use of Information Technology
last September looked into the pormo-
graphic contents of Internet.

“I don’t think that it’s a particular
problem,” says task force member
Shirley Marcu

don’t have to th at it.”

]I\.umlnn tlikeityou

“If you went to turn on your com-
puter it wouldn't be sitting there,” she
adds, noting that users must actively
search out such information.

And people are tapping in.

Boardwatch magazine ran a read-
er's pmll of the best computer boards.
Three of the top ten were “Explicit
Adult” systems — including Pleasure
Dome, based in Tidewater, Virginia.

Russian Prince Vodka and mﬂﬁ Magazine would like to
expose you to some great new music. Be one of the first 125
people to respond to this offer and receive a NEW STUFF

CD--FREE! There's a new CD ever
only through your subscription to

other month, available
, Canada’s new

music magazine. Here’s an act that previously appeared on a
NEW STUFF CD and is now touring Canadian campuses.

HEADSTONES

You want rock 'n roll that's dark, dangerous and on the edge? Say hello to the
Headstones!. This Kingston/Toronto quartet have really turned heads with their MCA
debut, Picture Of Health. Charismatic vocalist Hugh Dillon best describes the group's
volatile relationship - “It's like a dysfunctional family. We'll kill each other but if any-
one else comes in and says something, then Bang! Guitarist Trent Carr sees rock 'n
roll as their saviour. “It keeps.us from being completely lost with absolutely nothing,

no future, no hope.”

Even if you are not one of the first 125,
everyone who responds will be eligible to win:
* One of the following: a NIKKO Remote Mini-Stereo System, a

NIKKO 5 Disk Drawer Stereo Remote Multi-CD Player, a NIKKO

Portable Compact Disk Player, or a NIKKO Deluxe Integrated
Telephone Answering System or
* One of fifty packs of TDK tapes
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gazi ., 219 Dufferin St.,

Suite 100, Toronto, Ontario, M6K 3)1

AGE: family of,
Distillery Co. Ltd.,

POSTAL CODE:

No purchase is necessary. To enter and be eligible to
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ers or the independent judging organization. Chances of
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received. For complete contest rules write to:
Campus Offer, Roll Magazine Inc.,
100, Toronto, Ontario M6K 3Jl. Contest closes December
17, 1993. Winners will be drawn on January 10, 1993.
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Pleasure Dome offerselectronic ac-
networks like ThrobNet,
SwingNet, StudNet and KinkNet, ac-
cording to a recent article in Time.

cess to

Internet is designed for the free flow

of information, but another B.C. uni-

versity has decided to restrict some

“If you don’t like it
you don’t have to
look at it.

“It is intended to be open to
encourage people tododifferent things,”
says Worth Johnson, manager of net-

content.

work operations at Simon Fraser Uni-
“The nature of lmunu is to
allow ,um-thmg to go on.”
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SFU decided to exclude anything
from their system that was not “schol-
arly,” said Johnson.

Sam Scully, a University of Victoria
vice-president, said Internet should be

Atomi

CALGARY (CUP) — The Uni-
versity of Calgary suspended a medical
researcher’s permit to use radioactive
materials after finding waste from ra-
dioactive rats in campus garbage.

Perry Surdhar, manager of the uni-
versity'ssafety office, said officers found
the waste during a routine inspection
at the university’s Health Sciences
building. The researcher, who was not
named, also broke regulations by tak-
ing research rats containing radioac-
tive chemicals from a nearby hospital
to the medical school.

“They didn’t have authorization to
use that particularisotope in the Health
Sciences centre,” said Surdhar.

The materials found in the garbage
were indium-IIl and technicium-99,
chemical tags used to trace the move-
ment of other chemicals within an
animal’s body. Surdhar said he did not
know the details of the research.

The chemicals found their way into
the garbage in the rat’s contaminated
bedding, feces, and urine.

“It was not the raw materials that
were found, only the materials from
the rats,” Surdhar said.

The problem was brought to the
attention of the university’s Radiation
Safety Committee, which recom-
mended the physician’s permit to use
radioactive isotopes be suspended.

The committee decided to make an
example of the case to teach professors

wide-open for the general transmission
of information.

UVic supports the “general right of
access of any kind for academic re-
search versus the collective right to
protect people from offensive and re-
pugnant things,” he says.

There is no test to prove the aca-
demic merit of material on the system.
If there was, it would likely entail much
time to keep up with the rapid input —
and much controversy over its inter-
pretations.

In Canada, there is a six per cent
growth in the Intemet system every
month.

“There is no controlling what's get-
ting trafficked,” “Over
the upcoming years will be a period of

said J( hnson.

creating new processes and rules.”
Internet is the “only working anar-
chy in the world,” said Richard Pitr,
system administrator for Wimsey, an
electronic bulletin board based in Van-

couver,

rats

that safety standards must be strictly
adhered to, said Director of Risk Man-
agement Jennifer Yip Choy.

“We don't need the Atomic Energy
Control Board (of Canada) here every
“If the AECB finds a
university is not following procedures,

week,” she said.

they can make our lives miserable.”
The strong penalty —
month suspension — has effectively

a three-

stopped research in the physician’s lab.
Yip Choy pointed out that, contrary to
a previous report in the Calgary Her-
ald, the university did notorder the lab
shut down.

However, the doctor cannot con-
tinue the experiments he was conduct-
ing without the use of radioactive ma-
terials.

Yip Choy called the situation a
non-issue, adding that the waste was
not considered a hazard to the public
“More problematic was thart his rech-
nicians were not trained to handle
radioactive substances, although they
had been requested to attend training
for some time,” she said.

“Heknew hisstaffhad tobe trained,”
Surdhar said. “There is no cost for the
training program, but he did not follow
up. Since the incident, the staff has
been trained.”

The physician appealed the sus-
pension, which runs Oct. 1 until Dec.
31, but was denied.

SHAKE THAT 'NERD' IMAGE.
BECOME A SCIENCE WRITER!




