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WHA- HAPPENED

«after ten years of accomplishment and change
how could we lose this election.”

It was obvious that once the shock of de-
feat had sunk in he really couldn't understand
the rejection of the Liberal Party which his-
tory will record as changing the very basic fibre
of the province. e el ;

Yet in the reflection of the days shead the
fiery Acadian ex-premier may find that too
long in power brings an arrogant, designated-to-
rule-feeling upon the cabinet and the back-
benchers which can only be subdued by the
voice of the electorate. -

Since the 1967 election in which Robichaud
defeated the short-term Tory Leader Charlie
Van Home, the government has increased in
this arrogance uniil enough unrelated incidents
build up to defeat the government, regardiess of
how many achieveinsats it had recorded.

Richard Hatfield saw the Liberals’ Achilles’
heel and he planned his whole campaign attack
around this arrogance until it became an ex-
pected fact that the Liberals were an insensitive
bureucracy which did not consult the people.

“My government will be one that consults
the people while leading them, not one that
rules the people of the province” said a jubliant -
Hatfield commenting on his surprise win in the
election. '

Hatfield had done is home work and he
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The Conservative party did not.make this
mistake. The adopted Carleton County nasal
slang of Richard Hatfield, speaking of rubbing
his fingers in the soil, could not be matched by
the slick voice of a Liberal ad proclaiming ex-
citedly news of an expanded industrial economy.

Conservative candidates fought the election
door to door, face to face, while the Liberals
fought from crowd to crowd.

Hatfield himself adopted the strategy of one
of New Brunswicks shrewdest politicans in win-
ing the premiership. He travelled the province
wide tirelessly mending fences destroyed in the *
volcano campaign of Van Homes which petered

_out just as quickly as it had errupted.

Hatfield spoke to insignificant groups across
the province letting people meet him, recognize
him and fall for his boyish charm.

One politican had done that before in this
proviaiee, exactly ten years before and that was
Louie Robichaud who defeated the entrenched
non-government’ of Hugh John Flemming, by

However the best analysis presented of the
surprising loss by the Liberals was offered by
the man who should best know why - Richard

* Hatfield won.

The Conservative candidates fought the e-
lection on the insensitivity of the Liberal
:lovemment and they took tlie riding by aland

ide.

“People make more demands on government
today than they have at any other time. We at-
tempted to meet these demands and make
friends for the govemmeént but we also made
enemies, We worked day and night to keep up
with the demands and it appears that we made
more enemies than friends” ‘explained Mr. Robi-
chaud.
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