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Daughter’s biography of Holst
economical, accurate

Gustav Holst: A Biography
Imogen Holst
Oxford, 210 pp

review by Mike Spindloe
mogen Holst’s biography of her father
was originally published in 1938 and
now appears for the first time in a
paperback edition. Holst could hardly
have requested a more sympathetic biog-
rapher than his daughter, a fellow musician
whom he remained close to throughout his
life, and we could hardly request a more
reliable source for information about the
life of one of the most famous English
composers

Gustav Holst at 47: The English composer is
best remembered for his The Planets.

Ms. Holst traces her father’s life and
career with admirable honesty and brevity,
neither glossing over his many failures nor
dwelling overly long on his successes. She
relies heavily on letters from Holst to his
wife, herself and friends, especially Ralph
Vaughan Williams, to assist her. This tech-
nique works because Holst seems to have
been a dedicated and skillful letter writer.

She also includes, as an appendix, an
essay Holst wrote in 1920 entitled "The
Mystic, the Philistine and the Artist,” in
which Holst carries on an illuminating
“conversation” about the perception of
form in art among other things. This essay,
as well as much of the other material in the
book, shows Holst to be highly sensitized
to his role as a composer and artist and the
difficulties inherent in that role; in the
essay he asserts that mystic, philistine and
artist exist in everyone in degrees.

Ms. Holst’s own prose is at times rather
stiff and outdated-sounding, written in a
strictly formal English that sounds at least
slightly anachronistic only 50 years after it
was written. She also takes poetic license
with irrelevant asides like, "but now he
was utterly lost, and he gazed at her in
despair,” referring to Holst in love.

The facts, however, are there, from
Holst’s failed attempts to have his music
published, the sudden acclaim which fol-
lowed the success of The Planets, his love
of teaching and composing, his refusal to
accept most awards and accolades (in-
cluding several offers of honourary degrees)
and the health problems which plagued his
later years.
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THIS LAST WEEKS
WEEK WEEK ON

WEEK ENDING JANUARY 4, 1989

Waterboys - Fisherman’s Blues

Sonic Youth - Daydream Nation
Sons of Freedom - Self-titled

Ministry - Land of Rape and Honey
Murray McLauchlan - Swinging on a Star
Bookmen - Vol. l:Delicatessen

Ray Charles - Just Between Us

Katie Webster - Swamp Boogie Queen

Julian Cope - My Nation Underground

Momus - The Tender Pervert

SNFU - Better Than a Kick in the Eye
Al Stewart - Last Days of the Century
Guerilla Welfare - Rhesus Pieces

Mary Margaret O'Hara - Miss America
Johnny Johnson - Blue Hand Johnny

Stompin’ Tom Connors - Lady KD Lang
Argument Club - Dance of the Green Monkeys
Resolute Bay - Go to the Mall

Markie Moose... - Auld Lang Syne

Roots Roundup - Move Your Feet

1 3 5

2 1 4 R.EM. - Green

3 5 6

4 6 3

5 - 1 Gruesomes - Hey
6 11 2 Pixies - Surfer Rosa
7 2 4

8 8 3

9 - 1
10 1 1
11 4 4

12 9 3  Chet Atkins - CGP
13 - 1

14 1 Various Artists -
15 1

16 - 1

17 - 1

18 7 6

190 1. 6
20 16 2

EPs

1 5 5

2 - 1 Shuffle Demons -
3 7 2

4 1 5

5 - 1

6 6 5 Black Betty - Tails
7 2 5

8 4 7 Grant Hart - 2541 (EP)
9 - 1  Kev-Ski - Hanky Panky
10 1 U2 - Desire

CJSR
Weekly playlist

Human Music

Father Hipness

What emerges most strongly is Holst’s
love of life and his buoyant nature. He
learned early on to accept negative criti-
cism; in fact, he often suggested that it was
when people started liking him that he
would have to start worrying. He was
apparently fascinated with death, but his
lows were creative dry spells rather than

serious depression.

In general, Ms. Holst’s biography is an
entertaining and enlightening read. It passes
by all too quickly, with Holst’s 60 years
covered in only 200 or so pages. The list of
published works, which has been updated
to 1985, is useful, showing many works
not included in his Opus lists.
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FOOD SERVICE AVAILABLE FROM 11:00 A.M.
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Elevator lock-off is at 11:55 nightly

ROOM
Ahe TOP

BEST VIEW ROUND
7th Floor S.U.B.

HAPPY Hour
Every Monday - Thursday

FROM 4 o 7

Expanded Liquor Menu including:

Extra Wide International Bottled Beer Selection
Premium Liquors and Premium Liqueurs
Premium Alberta Dark Lager Draughts
Imported Draughts From Ireland, Britain, and
Holland

R.A.T.T. usesonly PREMIUM Bar Stock
Our bar highballs are made from
only the finest liquors

Come Taste the Difference
and Compare

Eclectic Music Format from Afternoon Folk to
Late Night Rock N’ Roll

Hearts? Bridge? Crib?
(Playing Cards Available at Bar Upon Request)

Spectacular 360° Panoramic View
Satellite T.V.
Incredible Sound System




