interview by Dean Bennett

This Saturday at 8 p.m. Sherilyn Fritz, a
candidate for a Master of Music degree in
Composition, will present a program of her
works at Convocation Hall. The show is a
requirement she must fulfill in her plan to
become only the sixth person since 1969 to
receive such an degree from the University
of Alberta. And if past achievements are any
sort of indicator, she should have little diffi-
culty with this.

Fritz’s skill in composition first became
apparent when, at age 17, she received three
first place awards with her three entries in
the Okanagan Music Festival for Composers.
Since that time she has received numerous
awards, including two Nora Black Memorial
Scholarships from the University of British
Columbia (for demonstrating outstanding
promise as a creator of lyric vocal composi-
tion) and, in 1984, the U of A’s William Rea
Scholarship for career achievement and
scholarship in drama, music and writing.

Last Monday, Fritz and her friend Sandra

Babbel (one of the vocal performers in the
program) came to the dishevelled office of
the Gateway’s editor-in-chief and granted
this interview. '
Gateway: Can you talk a little bit about the
musical influences early in your life?
Fritz: Well, let’s see. I've been playing the
piano since | was knee high to a grasshopper.
| played it all through high school. In Grade
10, | decided it would be fun to compose a
piece for the school band. I wrote a trans-
posed score — that is, the instruments play in
different keys; usually you just write the
whole thing in one key and move the
instruments around. | guess this kind of score
was unheard of coming from a high schoool
kid.

I took my Bachelor of Music from UBC. It
was there that I learned | didn’t know every-
thing there was to know about music. |
thought | could just waltz in and conquer,
but such was not the case.

Gateway: You chose the University of
Alberta as the place to take your master’s,
Why?

Fritz: You know, | turned down a five thou-
sand dollar scholarship from the United
States to come and study here. The depart-
ment is small but the people here are very
good. | came here to learn the technical
aspects of music. | never had a good ground-
ing in counterpoint and harmony. | didn’t
know enough about the “three B’s” of music
— Brahms, Bach and Beethoven.

Gateway: Can you talk a little bit about the
Masters of Music program.

Fritz: To enter the Masters Program in Music
you must first have an undergraduate degree
in music. You must submit scores to demon-
strate ability. Once the program accepts you,
the department determines your strengths
and weaknesses. The courses then correct

Sherilyn Fritz (seated at left with Sandra Babbel): Piano since she was knee high to a grasshopper.

your weaknesses. | took more music theory
and analysis. One of my options was elec-
troacoustics. That’s the study of physics and
electronics in music.

Gateway: How does the department help
with your show?

Fritz: The music department doesn’t help
you at all. They have advisors, of course, in
case you have any questions, but that’s all.
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For the most part, you are on your own. You
receive no financial help. All the musicians
helping me are of professional calibre and all
are donating their time. | appreciate their
help a lot.

The cost of putting on the show is pretty
high. | budgeted for over $700 and this
doesn’t include paying for music. Just to get
another copy of a score is about $35.
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Gateway: What are your career plans?

Fritz: | eventually want to write for films in
Vancouver. The Vancouver film industry is
growing. The Canadian film industry suf-
fered a lot from CBC cutbacks, but Van-
couver has enough Los Angeles contacts to
survive and | want to get in on the ground
floor there. Edmonton’s fun, but I'can’t han-
dle these winters.
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Chinese Canadian National Council
presents

“Building Our Potential” Seminar
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Chapter

TOPICS: 1. Goal Setting

2. Motivation

3. Assertiveness

March 9-10, 1985 (Saturday-Sunday)
Edmonton Convention Centre

$20 for members, $25 for non-members
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HUB MALL

2 PRICE SALE

March 2 — March 16
Tops, Shorts, Skirts
BATHING SUITS

20% OFF Aerobic Wear
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