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- Campus crusade for Marx?

Opinion by Jens Andersen . .. financial cutbacks being waged against post- groups to talk over anything that hadn't But if you have read any stories from
~ Like most student papers in Canada’s ‘secondary education and other social services to already been talked to death. Throughout CUP papers, especially the social and
larger post-secondary - institutions, the the general economic crisis facing Canada, and  the discussions the pre-fab ideology was political stories mm “analysis” is stress-
G«emg;s a member of an organization assist students in mobilizing opposition to these repeated over and over ( "Funda'menfally, ed, you are a}teady aware of the tendency to

. called the Canadian University Press (alias  policies. : the problem all boils down to the fact that see everything f ife-beatin

1 ‘ress (al : o ' rything from wife-beating to
CUP). The functions of the organization, PURBNs ¢he BawE Foevice shunid ripurt " we live in a capitalist society that en- cutbacks in terms of the simplistic forgmula :
put simply, are to facilitate the exchange of and cm:calljezfclugtetbej roleplayed.byemumsg baale thi Fof thing") > “left i i A et Can AT
news, features and opinions between Si4dent organizations in responding to this COI %l 's.;::d 0 fThgo g : elt is right and right is wrong. A few
member papers. to sell shace in the papers  ‘#4dtion, and encourage change in the tall reminded me o mas Jefferson’s more examples are contained in the

o' pape 2 S pace 7 pape leadership  and/or  structure  of these Observation: : accompanying story on objectivity

toadvertisers whodesire national exposure organizations where they fail to recognize their The moment a person forms a theory, bis One final mention should also be made
in the college market, and to employ UI€AU  responsibility to mobilize students. _ imagination sees, in every object, only the traits  about CUP's policy against sexist, racist, or
personnel and roving fieldworkers to assist Canadian University Press must also useits — which favor that theory. - otherwise nasty advertising. At present

the rs in all phases of production. national news service to provide Canadian - ; : :
l}a:lpeaddition {’0 these fgirly straight-  stadents with information dfid analysis of the hThere e thanfkfulll){él: few: greaks én ?;:l;f ;nhegl?:: ag; g:lt"ti‘gxlacr ag,,gg%:;:zi
forward duties, CUP has adopted, in its capitalist economic system in which we live,und ~ tN€ parroting ot ¢ T e e has Sinded agalnet e fuiler e g
“Statement of Principles,” a more am- f0 assist students in mobilizing against that paternalistic-capitalistic system  causes uidefines: & ngl i e g e C{‘ ;
biguous and all-encompassing fourth role: Jfem where it is found to be preserving the battering. 1, for instance, pointed out that & 5 ey ourean
class structure or to be oppressive to women, even within this system one encounters,at the Western Region Conference however,

Thes sbe major tole ofibe studens press is minorities, or others within Canada. , one extreme, men “.’ho beat women to have a central.committee of CUP set up
to act as an agent of social change, assisting , without provocation, and at the other (0 prescreen ads to make sure the less
students in understanding and mobilizing extreme, men who will 7o# beat women socially aware newspapers don’t print

against exploitation and injustice wherever i The CUP statement of principles even when provoked; and that this fact anything which might scar the psyche of
may be found, and emphasizing the rights and Jtroﬂgly resembles  Suberman’s  Points to a multiplicity of causes, including the general public. ;
responsibilities of the student. lp rhaps innate personality differences

In the marriage, mppf;ix and

i That the student press must, in fulfllng hokey vow to fight evil and in- £ O oo
this role, perform both an educattve and active “ S b . § : i Lilny
function, Zm’lf support groups serving as agents g * : Lt QUi R W @ alimony ‘laws of our paternalistic
i of social change. gilteig; tse Sifg ‘;?iggetﬁzgﬁﬁwa:eﬁgziﬂi society there is the clear doctrine
! Just how far this socialist attitude ~dropped and we were quickly back on the t0 JAeR WY RO BRISE e en
i It has been pointed out by many pervades the membership, and how it Women-are-possessions refrain.Strangely
people, including CUPies, that this sounds  affects their actions can be seen by reading ~ €nough, no one mentioned that women are Needless to say, the motion was spon-
i a lot like Superman’s rather hokey vow to CUP stories or attending its conventions ~ JUSt as possessive as men, or that in the ¢, 4 by a newspaper that refuses to print ~ | &
o fight evil and injustice, and also that the and listening to the debate. One of the first ~ Marriage, support and alimony laws onthe  oyeyching from bank ads to RCMP and
| term “agent of social change” is vague things one notices on doing so is the Dooks inour paternalistic, capitalist society Departmen of Defense recruiting ads.
, enough to encompass every communist, frequent return to a central dogma which  there is the clear doctrine that menare the e e was a vague concern among the CUP.
| T fascist or Rotarian who ever devised a all l<i¢s:bate alnd gisculslsi%r; is irglagreemgm property of their wives. papers present that clearcut and sensible
i blueprint to fix the world. : with: namely that all the problems under . Sy : BT uidelines will be hard to devise, but none
j l:i-lowever the statement isn't all discussion are the result of living in an Tbe .hb'e;,ﬂ it Objeinwe f zxat’or,‘, fave the Gateway objected to the insinua-
it | motherhood and apple pie, and CUP isn't oppressive (or exploitive, or male- 5 With "government interference.” . 0 o bl papers are incapable of
i as neutral as its cred% might at first glance dominated)  capitalistt  system. = The The leftists in CUP dwell on the deciding for themselves what is “objec-
| & make it seem. In fact CUP is slightly but phenomenon is reminiscent of the liber-  “explostive capitalist system.” - tionable” or “harmful” in advertising.
§ unmistakably socialist in its leanings, as a tarian’s obsessive fixation with the evils of ' This blatant attempt to shove CUP
;ﬁi . | slanceatits "Statementof purposes forthe “government interference” or the CUP’s slant to the leftalso shows up in  ideology down our throat, the incessant,
i national news service” will show: moralist’s single-minded hatred of "per-  their news articles.' I have before me, for predictable and tiresome editorializing in
il e : . missiveness.” : instance, the CUP Winter Feature Package = CUP news, and now the letter from C‘gUP
3 Canadian University Press recognizes tha An example is in order. Abouta month Number 9 with an article by Brian Jones of Western Region Human Rights Co- -
i @ class gt Ghsp by C“"'Zd“' ‘;”d the 90 1 attended a Western Region CUP the Ubyssey, which contains the fatuous  ordinaor(Gateway Tuesday March 30)
g "’?::Z‘mlz ?,-: ;:;ﬂm;g“& . eg ;h“c;f:‘."; conference in Squamish, B.C. where a statement that "the implementation ofa objecting to such innocent items as a
oo ?,du g-bf; Sole' i reﬂecfed i :ie'ﬁaﬁa’:: seminar on battered women was held. The ‘disappearance | policy(for political un- woman using the word “girl” inan entirely
regarding accessibility to post-secondary educa- spegker, Debra l.cvns, had worked with desirables) first emerged in 1966 in apprpriate manner; all these have p_roduc—
E £ tion .mf the resulting composition” of the victims of battering, but she made all th Guagemala.” : . ed at the Gateway a sizable anti-CUP . | -
i Canadian student body, in' the content of the . predictable ‘statements: bdttéring IS a_ Curiously, Jones does seem to be aware sentiment, with many people seriously
5 education we receive, and is evidenced by the “systematic political thing,” women are that the Nazis practiced systematic "dis- considering  withdrawing from  the
2} future positions we are expected to occupy seen by men as “property that must be appearance”(he even uses the word organization.
éi w“b'a‘be ?‘0';3"?“ and ‘I‘;"“‘ order. : cqntrolled... marriage itself encourages systematic) but he neglects to mention the Personally, I am in favqr Qf staying. in
i will cbman :m:}';wﬁ:” f’_‘;’;‘f' ";’ r‘:t" ‘ﬁf"‘ "1; violence,” etc. ; : B well-known fact that Communist Russia CUI?, but as the organization’s crusa ing
ﬂsi s ,',Ig"’“,-m; ”e;ﬁerﬁ c: 17 e Afterwards there was a question period. was the first state to use this political tool  spirit becomes more and more absurd I find
i 0 provide > : p e R .
|8 Canedian  studetits with® imformation and then we broke up into small discussion  in an efficient, large-scale manner. Or that my reasons becoming, sadly, more and
i analysis of the nature and role of post-secondary ~ 8TOUPS to consider the battering Froblem revolutionary regimes are just as prone to  more based on what CUP could be, rather
B education within the Canadian economic and further, reconvened to pool our .indin.gs, adopt this useful tactic as military dic- than on what it actually is.
% soctal system, relate the current policies of and broke into three large discussion rtatorships. &
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opinion by Jens Andersen student journalism circles. Note, secondly, how in the passage mined. The three practices are related but
One of the biggest annoyances I have For instance this: Deitch uses “objectivity” interchangeably  they are not identical. And they have been
had to endure throughout my mostly happy ... all attempts thus far to accommodate ~ With “neutrality” and "balanced reporting”  adhered to by conventional reporters for
years at the Gateway, thate(f)aragml' of newspapers to the needs of society have failed, (something he continues to do throughout  years with ease.
activist journalism, is repeated subjection ;.4 ;11 the evaluations have turned out to be hisarticle), and his claim that if they cannot They arise out of the very sound idea
to the doctrine that objectivity” iR jndexes of failure rather than progress toward be defined or achieved. that opinions are inferior to facts; that
journalism is, a) Som,ethiﬂithat 1 IMPpOssi-  some satisfactory result. Criticism that does not In fact, they are not the same,butthey  tailoring one’s opinions to the facts ‘is
ble to attain, b) _undef'in_ab e, c) adirty trick lead to structural change is simply anexercisein  can be easily defined and achieved. In  desirable, and tailoring facts to opinions is
i perpetrated by the ca&teahst management reformist frust;;nor_x, and ;hi eg:ct has :er; journalism objectivity means simply  deceitful and disgusting.
| of b:% newspapers to keep the lid on more tg:‘ the press today is g hviad " tml:ltic 9" confining one’s reportage to indisputable True, the practice of keeping news
i socially-conscious rcporters‘,};l) i"ll, etc. ;riv:;‘_’"ﬁ‘;ygt _":itr"‘;":m‘i'c‘: lct:m';‘l‘asi’np:h 2t the facts; neutrality means not omitting,  stories completely objective, neutral, and e
; variations on the theme are papers undermine confidence in democratic distorting, or inventing facts to suit one’s  balanced, though it laudably promotes the
endless, but they all have a common ‘G on b siriking at the government. The own prejudices; and balanced reporting  supreme importance of facts, has its
i denominator: that every journalist, like ¢ insigts that, by adhering to so-called means reporting all allegations aboutafact drawbacks. For one thing, it can easily be
every human being, is full of biases, palanced reporting, they in fact stabilize the when the fact cannot be reliably deter- - abused by reporters who cannot restrain
; crotchets and prejudices which cannot be worst features of an inequitable system. The themselves from slanting the facts. But this
kept from appearing in what the journalist - confused middle is rapidly losing its faith in the is a poor reason for abandoning objectivity
; writes. With this basic assumption I have ability of the press to sustain the image of . just as it is poor reasoning to ban kitchen
Eo quarrel. It is onlly too obvious thatdall ;\'2?‘:;:32‘2 ﬁ‘a}:a;‘:wdip"‘:apgé s R O n e a S 1 de d ? knives because a housewife occasionally
e e e et b i Tl ACHR LD ot Ml viicens e
newspaper can lestn a great deal about the not begin to cope with its credibility problem an rargul g2 sness a
i : it - until newspaper managements acknowledge Th d thaee iy unscrupulousness: in reporters, or an argu-
i views of its journalists even when they are 1,5 thac mysu‘fring standard, objectivity, ,, D€ .crusacers agamnst Sexism M ment for giving reporters an outlet for
f merely serving up “hard news” (ie. cannotbeadequatelydefined or achieved, that in advertising do not object to the one-sided opinions as well as facts.
v incontrovertable facts). : fact it is pernicious to the society as well as to the ~ portrayal of a glass of beer, which ignores Here we come to the real weakness of
i What sets my blood to boiling are the institutions of journalism. This neutrality is the chemical composition of the glass or objectivity: its incompleteness. In-
| extrapolations made from this assumption demanded by newspaper administrators and . the beer. Or the one-sided portrayal of a  gispurable facts are too few and far between
of human bias, some. of which are editors,.con_cemed that the news content remain Shiﬂy new car, which igno[es the life (unless you count those pseudo-facts
remarkably idiotic. To illustrate their idiocy under tight control; there is no evidence that it expectancy of its engine or the susceptibili- | o ¢ quotes) and they need to be -
I will present a few such extrapolations, 7€ 2 PR sestat. . ty of the body to rust. The anti-sexists do fleshed out with analysis, and speculation
which appear in "Objectivity — The Myth. : ; § not object to the one-sided portrayal of a  houe things that are not known. To make
That Is Destroying Joyrnalism”, an article Note, first, the grandiose, sweeping woman in a potato sack solving problems |, ¢ this lack there arose, long ago, the
by one David Deitch which was recently Statement about newspaper’s total failure  in advanced physics, which ignores her ég’itorial page, and, more recently, the
excavated from Gateway files In grear 'O Meet th&\ke?ds ?f . Ap;l)?rer;‘tly splendid body. : “analysis” news story, both excellent
numbers. : no person ing for a place to live has The crusaders are not against one- ;. oo ione i my opinion. :

Deitch, 1 suspect, is a student jour- ever satisfied they need by reading sided portrayals, not even one-sided
nalis,to} ‘hti‘se writing ha:h the utﬂnmm' takeable Chls'm}fxwdnedadsﬁy no -person has &‘)’ef been Portraﬁlg of women:bgdnless that one side
tone of the campus radical and self-styled enlightene a news story about some s the body, and the body is sexy. It is the |
; “agent of social change” - and aside froma government swindle, and no one has ever _sexy bodies they are against. They are gﬁgﬁ:ﬁ:ﬁy t.htehr: 'calr-iefsﬁiisttt':g\ﬁ:ﬁg;efagi
. | few original opinions, his radical learned what jackasses journalists can be puritans. ‘. . fromopinion - is still of prime importance
statements about , objectivity are quite (an invaluable piece of knowledge!) by : J.A. Faos e :
miw of the ones usually heard in reading the editorial page. What rubbish! : , - cbatighed on pege 11
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‘Even in editorials and analyses, however,
facts are paramount and opinions must




